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Many commentaries ask the following question; How was it possible
that the brothers did not recognize Yosef? After all, he was their brother
and they knew him well for the first seventeen years of his life. So even
though he now had a beard and over twenty years had passed since they
had last seen him, shouldn't his own brothers have at least been able to
recognize him?

Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser Shlit"a explains that the posuk is actually
referring to a very different kind of recognition. The brothers surely
noticed the strong physical resemblance between the mighty man sitting
before them and their own brother Yosef, but what they couldn't
understand or even fathom, was how a person could rise so high in stature,
becoming viceroy to the king, and still remain on Yosef's exalted spiritual
level. The shevatim could not reconcile these two phenomena and they
were, therefore, convinced that the viceroy before them could not be their
brother, even in spite of the resemblance. But Yosef had indeed proven
that it was, and remains to this day, within the realm of human possibility
to maintain elevated spiritual standards, even in a corrupt and immoral
environment. We must learn from Yosef how to act in our society.
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R' Avrohom of Porisov ZT"L would say:
"A person born with a defect will try mightily to conceal it. Why then,
does a fool display his fallacy by constantly talking instead of concealing
it by remaining silent? That is why I cannot tolerate a fool!"

R' Avrohom Chaim of Kalinsberg ZT"L would say :
"Be nice to people on your way up because you just never know - you
might meet them on your way down!"

R' Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz ZT"L (Chazon Ish) would say:

"Yes, one must help himself and not rely on miracles. However, Yosef
was asking for help from a person, the butler, whose nature was not to
help.Yosef's act was a sign of desperation, which is a sin, not the act of a
person who simply is acting because such is the way of the world.
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into the dungeon for his alleged indecent behavior. Now, why exactly,
would Yosef agree to marry the daughter of this man who had caused
him so much pain and harm?"

R' Aryeh Leib immediately answered his own question. "Because
Yosef Hatzaddik knew that Potiphar, if he were to be his own father-in-
law, would certainly never willingly bring up the details of his future
son-in-law's past life, s a slave and a convict - information which would
undoubtedly prove to be embarrassing and potentially harmful to his
daughter."

With a wink and a nod, R' Aryeh Leib looked at the matchmaker and
concluded, "Now you know why I wanted you to relay this proposal to R'
Yaakov. Because the best way to disarm an adversary," he said slyly, "is
quite obviously to marry his daughter!"
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The medrash teaches, that the beginning of this parsha is alluded to
by the posuk (n-n DYIAN) 7DYIN YN NG KDY INVIAN N DY TUN 1230 MWUN?
- "Praised is the man who made Hashem his trust and turned not to the
arrogant.” When Yosef said to the ©pwnn W - butler, at the end of last
week's parsha, "Nt - "Remember me" and, "M >y - "Mention
me," he was punished in that he had to remain in jail for an additional
two years. The question is, doesn't Hashem help those who help
themselves? What's wrong if Yosef asked the butler to remember him?

R' Yehoshua Leib Diskin ZT"L gives the medrash a completely
different interpretation. Yosef took a very casual approach to getting out
of jail. He told the butler, "Remember me" and "Mention me”, but that's
all he said. Because Yosef placed his trust in Hashem, he made a token
effort to get out, but he didn't plead and he didn't beg. Had Yosef pleaded
with the butler, he might have been released right away. Then he
probably would have returned to his father's house. That would have been
the end of the story; certainly Yosef never would have become viceroy of
Egypt. However, Yosef was, as the medrash starts off saying, the
embodiment of the posuk, "Praised is the man who made Hashem his
trust.” Because Yosef said to the butler only, "Remember me" and
"Mention me," he was able to remain in jail an additional two years until
a time when Pharaoh needed him.
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Among scholarly circles, the intense engagement of Talmudic and
Halachic debate between the author of the ywnn msp, R' Aryeh Leib
ZT"L, and his chief antagonist, R' Yaakov of Lisa ZT"L, author of
LawnN M7, is well documented. As a result of their longtime quarreling
in learning, a degree of personal enmity emerged between the two and it
was well known in their communities. It came as a surprise, therefore, that
when R' Aryeh Leib's wife passed away, and people began suggesting
matches for him to consider, he asked a well-regarded matchmaker to
approach his old nemesis, R' Yaakov, and ask him if he was willing to give
his daughter's hand in marriage to R' Aryeh Leib.

The matchmaker was stunned at this request and after some time,
finally gathered up the courage to confront R' Aryeh Leib. "I just don't
understand," he asked in an incredulous tone of voice. "Why would you
even consider the thought of marrying the daughter of your sharpest
adversary?" '

R' Aryeh Leib gave a knowing smile and responded, "My dear
matchmaker, everything that we know, can be traced to the lessons we find
in the Torah. Who was Yosef Hatzaddik's wife? Well, we know that
Paraoh, king of Egypt, gave Yosef the daughter of Potiphar to be his wife.
However, Potiphar had been Yosef's previous master and had thrown him

OO OTTOTOOOOOTO




