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Swn3: The Sages tell us that when Yaakov was in the field
working for Lavan, he summoned Rachel and Leah to come
to him. Even when he planned to leave Lavan, his intentions
were sincere: he did not want to stop working, watching over
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (56)
Laws of Tasmishei Kedusha. During the last few weeks we
discussed the laws of mitzvah objects as they branched out from
the laws of Tzitzis that we had been discussing previously. It
would be appropriate now to progress into a comprehension of
the laws of Tashmishei Kedusha - objects that contain Hashem’s
Name in them, as well as their accessories, containers, etc.
A Practical Question. The following question was brought to
my attention by a friend who observed that many people, while
davening Shacharis, use their empty Tefillin boxes to prop up
the top edge of their siddur (or chumash during laining) to allow
them to view the siddur better, and presumably daven better. I
believe this is, in fact, prohibited,; it certainly warrants discussing
many relevant cases and the basic rules.
Items of Tashmishei Kedusha. This refers to whatever serves,
honors or beautifies an object that contains Hashem’s Name in
it, whether handwritten like a Sefer Torah or Mezuzah, or even
printed/published like seforim. Examples of this are:
1) Aron Hakodesh. (Not the Paroches, as will be explained later)
2) Cloth which covers the Bimah on which the Sefer Torah is
placed when read during davening; Seforim covers
3) Wooden handles (Atzei Chaim) attached to the Sefer Torah
to roll it; Belt (gartel) and cover (mantel) of a Sefer Torah.
4) The (silver) crown of a Sefer Torah.
5) Decorative hangings. (Note: Hanging plaques that say which
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R’ Yehoshua Horowitz ZT"’L of Dzhikov (Ateres Yehoshua) would say:
“As much as we must stay away from wicked people, there is what to learn from them as well in order to enhance our

the flocks of sheep, as he was still “on the job” and his time
belonged to his employer. Every minute counts and thus he
called his wives into the field so he could speak with them
there, and not stop watching the herd for even an instant.

is the first and second to be used at services are not deemed
Tashmishei Kedusha (1).); Silver “Yad” (reading wand).

6) Tefillin straps. (Note: These might actually be like the Tefillin
themselves, as explained later, but they are at least
Tashmishei Kedusha; Tefillin boxes (containers).

7) Tefillin bag. (Note: Even though one might call this a
“Tashmish of a Tashmish,” we deem it an actual Tashmish
because it is the container of the straps and possibly portions
of the actual Tefillin not covered by the box containers.

8) Mezuzah box and the wax paper or plastic wrapped around the
Mezuzah. (Note: The wrapper is a protective Tashmish and the
box which adds beauty has that element of Tashmish)

Rules of Tashmishei Kedusha. One of the laws of Tashmishei

Kedusha is the famous rule: "y pry wnipa poyn’ (items of

Kedusha can only be spiritually elevated and not demoted.) ).

Many examples of this will [Y”’H be given in the coming weeks.

The Taz 3) and MG”A @) both rule that even temporarily, one is

prohibited to “demote” items of Kedusha. Thus, since the Kedusha

of Tefillin is greater than that of a printed siddur (even the older
siddurim which required greater manpower, and certainly the
modern, printed ones of today), it would seem that it is prohibited
to use a Tefillin box to prop up a siddur, since it is Tashmishei

Kedusha and on a higher level. Likewise, when one has a tightly-

bound siddur and he holds it open by placing his 7Tefillin box on

the pages; this would also seem to be prohibited to this writer ().
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Avodas Hashem. Just as a rasha will not stop or rest until he has fulfilled the object of his desire, so too, every Jew must
never stop or rest in his pursuit of Torah and Avodah. This is what the sons of Lavan were implying when they said,
‘And all that is from our father, he (Yaakov) made for himself this great honor.’ In other words, Yaakov became a great
and honorable Tzaddik by being relentless in pursuit of what he wanted - a concept he learned from Lavan, their father.”

R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”’L of Tchortkov would say:

“Why is it that when one wishes to harm another person, he curses him or gives him an ayin hara (evil eye) and very
often, the curse comes true? On the other hand, many people bless others on a daily basis, but it takes quite some time
for the good fortune to become a reality - or it never does! The answer is that when one curses another, he puts all his
heart and soul into hurting that person. One must bless another with all his might, instead of using it to curse!”

A Wise Man would say:
“Opportunities are never lost; someone will take the ones you miss.”
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What is Hashgacha Pratis - Divine Providence? It is clearly a phenomenon by which our Patriarch Yaakov lived his
entire life. Yaakov swore: “If Hashem will be with me and guard me in this path and give me bread to eat and clothing to
wear, and I will return to my father’s house in peace, and Hashem will be my G-d.” We see that Yaakov Avinu’s life was
one that was dependent upon the intervention of divine providence. This can be clearly reflected in his dealings with
Lavan and Esav, who both would have killed Yaakov if not for the influence of divine intervention. Similarly, Yaakov
would have never been able to endure his arduous journeys over treacherous terrain, as well as his flights from pursuing
agitators, without the assistance of the Almighty. We, too, experience divine intervention in our daily lives - sometimes we
just don’t see it until after the fact. It is only then that we recognize how truly great Hashem is to us, His beloved children.

The following story is an example of a “small” measure of Hashgacha Pratis, that prevented a much larger calamity
from unfolding. It is a story that can happen to any one of us at any time, which further illustrates just how powerful
Hashem’s Helping Hand is and how we must appreciate it. In today’s technological age, there is a wealth of Torah
material available in audio format, and many people make use of this wonderful opportunity to listen to shiurim and other
forms of Jewish entertainment, while working, traveling, or even resting in bed. One man would routinely drive his car to
work and he made it a habit to bring along Torah Tapes (in the days before CDs) to listen along the way. Various lecturers
and maggidei shiurim were his daily companions as he weaved his way through rush hour traffic, often not minding the
lengthy commute to work just so that he could gain another bit of inspiration from the shiur he was listening to.

One one occasion, this fellow was concentrating on a particular Mussar Shmuess being broadcast in his car by the famed
Baal Mussar, R’ Don Segal Shlit’a. It was a mesmerizing lecture and although he had both hands on the wheel and his
eyes locked on the road before him, his mind was more absorbed in the shiur he was listening to than it was on getting to
his destination. Of course, he knew the road well, as he traveled it every day. It was a one-lane highway and he knew that
he needed to focus his gaze on the straight, clear road ahead, rather than look at the oncoming traffic lane.

What he didn’t see was that a speeding and reckless jeep had pulled up right behind his vehicle and seemed impatient to
pass him. Without weighing the risks carefully, the jeep pulled into the oncoming lane and began to speed up, hoping to
clear the car in front of him before the oncoming traffic would force him back into his lane. The man in the lead car,
however, never saw him coming and as he found himself driving a bit too close to the right-hand side of the road, his
instincts told him to pull the steering wheel to the left, a casual counter-measure. At that exact moment, when he would
have turned his vehicle directly into the jeep speeding dangerous close to him on the left, he heard a loud beep which
caused him to turn his head. Seeing the jeep so close to his car, he braked hard and allowed the reckless jeep to pass him
by. His heart was pounding and he was breathless at the thought of the collision that he so narrowly averted.

He needed to catch his breath and collect his thoughts so he slowed down. His mind was carefully reviewing the whole
scenario, and one question suddenly jumped out at him: who had beeped? Mentally reviewing the incident, he realized that
it wasn’t the oncoming car; he had not honked his own horn; and the sound he had heard did not come from the offending
jeep, as he would have known if it was. In fact, he realized now, it hadn’t sounded like a normal car horn at all. So where
did the sound emanate from and who had alerted him to the life-saving near-miss?

As he sat in his car, he once again heard the sound of the shiur being played. He glanced at the tape deck, and a sudden
thought entered his mind. He rewound the tape and let it play again. Sure enough, moments later he heard a beep - the
same beep that had saved him from a major collision! Apparently, years earlier, when R’ Don Segal was giving his lecture,
a car drove by and made such a loud beep that it was picked up by the recorder. No doubt that the people who were

listening to the speech at that time thought it a nuisance. But ultimately, Hashem had been orchestrating events so a Jew -

ten years later - would be spared! ﬂ@‘(:‘; E)::JE‘:)!% ﬂ’@LDJ ’_DJ'@.D
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Swn: A Jew from Tel Aviv had a situation that required a

special meeting with the Posek Hador, R’ Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach ZT”L. The meeting was set for 4:00 pm in
Jerusalem. R’ Shlomo Zalman arrived at the correct time,
but the Jew in question was late. The Rav therefore got up
and left. At 4:15 pm, the Jew from Tel Aviv arrived and
waited for a long time, until he finally returned home.

A few hours later, he telephoned R” Shlomo Zalman and
asked why he had not waited for him. “We agreed to meet
at 4:00 pm, but you weren’t there,” replied the Gaon. The

Adapted from “Visions of Greatness
Vol. IV” by Rabbi Yosef Weiss

51 5mmo N Py mowm
man apologized, saying that it was difficult to arrive at the
exact time when traveling from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, as the
buses don’t always keep to their fixed schedule.

R’ Shlomo Zalman’s reply was simple and yet so
pointedly true: “My friend, if you had left a half-hour earlier
from Tel Aviv, you would have arrived in Jerusalem at 3:45
pm, and you might have waited for 15 minutes. But that’s
not what you did. You left later and thus arrived late,
because you didn’t want to waste your time. Yet, why did
you think that you could waste my time?”’
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When Yaakov asked Lavan for the hand of his daughter
Rachel in marriage, Lavan seemed to be very agreeable and
amenable - a little too agreeable: “It is better that I give her
to you, than I give her to another man.” It is remarkable that
this swindler never even tried to bargain with Yaakov, and
gave in immediately to whatever Yaakov suggested. He did
not try to demand more than seven years’ work for Rachel,
although he knew that Yaakov would pay any price for her.
And when Yaakov stipulated his terms for tending to
Lavan’s sheep, Lavan said, “Agreed! If only it would remain
as you say.” This is unusual behavior for a pathological liar
and swindler like Lavan. In every other case, he couldn’t
help himself from trying to deceive and fool his adversary;
yet here, with Yaakov, he never even attempted to bargain!

R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”L (Oznaim L’Torah)

provides a brilliant insight into the mind of a deceitful
practitioner. Honest men bargain for good terms because
they take their agreements seriously. They plan to uphold
their end of the bargain so they want to make sure they get
the best deal. Lavan, however, would agree right away to
any offer from Yaakov, because he never had any intention
of honoring it. All he cared about was ensuring that his new
employee would be satisfied with the terms and do his work
well and in good faith. Later, once the man was firmly
entrenched in his net, he could “play” with him in whichever
way he wished. He would switch the work; change the
wages; alter the deals. This was Lavan’s modus operandi in
business and it was the same when he took Yaakov’s terms
for marrying Rachel. He knew right away that he was going
to substitute Leah and demand another seven years of work
for Rachel. Why must he negotiate and drive a hard bargain?

We would be wise to recognize a dishonest businessman
before it’s too late. Remember the rule of thumb: if the terms
of a deal sound too good to be true - it most likely is!

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WELCKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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On the night that Yaakov was to be wed to Rachel,
Lavan made a grand feast, invited the townspeople,
celebrated the nuptials with much food and wine - and then
promptly switched the bride and tricked his son-in-law! The
Medrash tells us an amazing thing: apparently, the people
of Charan were aware of Lavan’s treacherous tendencies
and they were “in on the plot” to switch Rachel with her sister
Leah. To avoid the wrath of Lavan, though, they couldn’t
come right out and tell Yaakov what was going to happen, so
they decided to do the next best thing; they sang a tune with
the words, “Hay Liy; Hay Liy ....” What they were actually
saying was, “It is Leah; It is Leah.” They hoped to alert
Yaakov to the deception of Lavan, but alas, Yaakov did not
understand what they were trying so hard to hint to him. He
thought that this was the way they normally sang in Charan.
Only the next day, did he realize that they were warning him.
In his Sefer Ben Yehoyada (na ©71), Chacham Yosef
Chayim of Baghdad ZT”’L, explains why a smart person
like Yaakov did not get the hint. He attributes the “song”
that the people of Charan sang to the ululations that women
of Sephardic descent (from Arab countries) traditionally
chant. This ululation is the well-known high pitched,
wavering sound resembling a howl that is commonly used
to express celebration, especially at weddings. In fact, the
word “ululation” comes from the “lyrics” of the song sung
in Charan to warn Yaakov, “Hay Liy, Hay Liy.....” So why
didn’t Yaakov figure it out? Because this “song” is not sung
by men; only women traditionally make this ululation
sound, and thus, it is fair to assume that in Charan as well, it
was the women who were singing loudly. However, since
"Ny NWNA 9" - the singing of a woman is forbidden for a
man to hear, Yaakov paid no attention to the chants of the
womenfolk of Charan, and as a result, he totally missed the
clever warning they were attempting to impart to him!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SIHHLOMO
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Leah Imeinu taught us the middah of appreciation when she delivered her fourth son and named him Yehudah. Appreciation
is the hallmark of a Jew - thus, we are known as “Yehudim.” Human relationships are cultivated when one gives to another.
The ensuing feeling of gratitude becomes the catalyst for more giving, because this is the way one expresses his appreciation.

It would seem that in our relationship with Hashem, we have no way to cultivate and deepen our bond, since we have
nothing we can possibly GIVE to Hashem. However, says R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT”’L, this is precisely what Hashem
had in mind; that we mortal humans should not feel indebted to Him, with no way to repay Him back. Therefore, He
commanded us to build a Mishkan and light a Menorah. The Medrash Raba (n-0) states that Hashem tells His beloved
nation that although He does not require our light - Hashem lights up the entire world - He is giving us the opportunity to
provide Him some measure of light when we light the Menorah. This is our way of expressing our Hakaras Hatov to Him.

As we enter the month of Kislev, and begin polishing up our Menorah in anticipation of the great “Festival of Light” that
is soon to be upon us, we must recall how Hashem gave us this mitzvah so that we may show our appreciation to Him.
Perhaps the message of the Medrash is that WE need to become THE Menorah that projects and shines this incredible light
of Hashem out to the world. May we be zoche to truly express our Hakaras Hatov to Hashem, through our pleasant actions and
exemplary behavior, and thereby inspire our brothers and sisters to become “shjning” examples of a Torah (MENORAH) Jew!




