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A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
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Proper Respect for Seforim (continued)

Even though one may not usually turn a sefer upside
down, whether open or closed, yet for the sake of making
copies it is permitted (1).

Leaving an open Sefer in one’s place

To leave a sefer open while in the middle of learning to go
out is prohibited for two reasons: 1) This is considered
disrespecting the sefer. 2) The Shach ) quotes Kabbalistic
sources who write that leaving a sefer open and unattended
can, in some mystical way, cause a person to forget his
learning. This is not just good advice but rather part of a
biblical obligation to do all that is possible to remember
what one has learned, and certainly not to do things that
make one forget his studies ). If a person must walk away
from his open sefer, he should either close the sefer or cover
it with a cloth. Some Poskim @ permit using a different
closed sefer to cover this one. Just turning to another page
before leaving does not help (). I one just leaves his place to
get a nearby sefer and come right back there is no problem,
however, if one goes out to the bathroom for a period of
time, he should not leave his sefer open and uncovered ).

There is a more lenient opinion ¢ quoted in the Aruch

Hashulchan that allows one to even leave the building for a
short time with his sefer open. One may leave a sefer open if
it is for the benefit of the sefer, such as letting it air out.

Using a Sefer for ones own needs
It is prohibited to use a sefer for personal needs including:

1) To scratch oneself ().

2) Test if a pen writes on the cover or pages ©).

3) To silence a crowd by banging on a sefer, or to remind
others that it is Rosh Chodesh to say Yaaleh V’yavo.

4) Reserve a place or shtender in a Beis Medrash. If one is
going to learn from that sefer it is permittted (10).

5) Store a loose page from another sefer ().

6) Use it as a hard surface for which to write mundane
matters on a sheet of paper. To write words of Torah in
such a way is permitted (12).

One can and should write his name in his sefer. It is
customary to write "N N W0 'Y (“To Hashem, belongs
the land and all that is in it”) before one’s name. This is
based on the gemara (Vp mvw). Similarly, the name of a
donor and the purpose of the donation may be written inside
or on the cover of a sefer.

WEEBKXLY CHIZUK # 19
Chazal teach us: "nnnwa o YN DN’ - “‘When we enter
Adar, we increase our happiness.” The basic ways to fufil this are:
1) To take two minutes daily at a set time to recall Hashem’s
kindness in history and in the present time. 2) To rejoice at the
opportunity to do his etemal mitzvos. 3) To realize that our happiness

brings more happiness into the world.
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R' Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT''L (Noam Elimelech) would say:

“The word "wp' -

‘Beam’ is made up of the same letters as the word "pv' -

‘False.” We learn from here that

if a person succeeds in reversing the effects of falsehood, he will have achieved the extreme highest level of
holiness which will make him worthy of becoming a part of the mishkan.”

R' Yaakov Yitzchok of Lublin ZT"L (Chozeh of Lublin) would say:

“A Rebbe is righteous and pious because of his position, since all his actions are scrutinized. If he will
transgress on the slightest issue - perhaps he will not wash his hands one time when he should - it will
immediately cause a great commotion and everyone will say, ‘Look, the Rebbe didn’t wash his hands!” But a
simple man who is not watched by anyone and still behaves with piety and Yiras Shomayim - he is truly a
greater tzaddik than even the Rebbe!”

R' Chaim Shmulevitz ZT'"L would say:
“If one feels down, don't give up. If one takes an optimistic view of his situation and feels confident that he
can improve, he will elevate himself out of despair.”
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displayed it to the bochur. “Do you know what this is?”” he asked, and the boy shook his head. Pointing to the
bill in his hand, he said with great emotion, “This is the President of the United States of America! This is not
rubles or local currencys; this is one-hundred American dollars! Take it for R' Shimon's yeshivah.” It was said,
that that one-hundred dollar bill managed to support the Grodno Yeshivah for a full three months!

On another occasion, a young American bochur by the name of Akivah Chill, traveled overseas to learn in
the sanctified halls of the Mir Yeshivah. When WWII broke out, the entire Mir Yeshiva began its legendary
trek through a vast stretch of Eastern Europe, including Russia, eventually reaching the shores of Shanghai,
where they waited out the end of the war.

One of the first stops that the yeshivah made was in Vilna, where thousands of Jews and many yeshivos
congregated. The overcrowding conditions were merciless and the hardships facing the many refugees
became unbearable. Through it all, the Rov of Vilna, R' Chaim Ozer, worked tirelessly to provide for any and
all that needed assistance. During that time, his door remained open for much of the day and night, to all the
questions, advice and solace that he could provide for the needy masses. R' Chaim Ozer was no youngster
and the strain on him was tremendous, but he resolutely carried on on behalf of his people.

While in Vilna, Akivah received a correspondence from his family in the United States, imploring him to
leave Europe and come back home safe and sound. Although he understood the need to accede to their urgent
request, he nevertheless felt that he very much wished to remain with his yeshiva, the Roshei Yeshivah and
the student body. He hesitated to relinquish his studies and the thought of abandoning the Mir Yeshivah in its
most desperate hour, was unthinkable. He was torn and unsure of how to act. Finally, he decided to bring his
dilemma to the Gadol Hador, R' Chaim Ozer, and allow him to make the decision.

R' Chaim Ozer's home was a non-stop hive of activity. Rabbonim of every stripe were constantly coming
to and fro with questions that required immediate attention. Important members of the kehilla were likewise
ever-present, in need of the great Gaon's attention and as a result, Akivah had a difficult time getting in to see
the Rov. But his perseverance eventually paid off and one day he managed somehow to get in for a private
moment with the Rov.

After detailing his dilemma in clear and concise words, he waited with anticipation for a response. R'
Chaim Ozer's answer was not long in forthcoming.

“Bochur, you should go back to America immediately because I believe that the Germans will never reach
the shores of America. The reason for this is because I have heard repeatedly that the American Jews are
renowned in the area of giving tzedakah and Chazal have made it abundantly clear that 'mnn 23n NPTy’ -
'Charity saves one from death.’ Go back to America and you will be safe.” R’ Chaim Ozer’s prophetic words
rang true then, and still do today. Akivah Chill went home and remained safe.
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Ywn: In the city of Tzefas lived a sincere fellow, placing twelve challos inside the Aron Kodesh. He
who once heard a shiur in shul about the importance loudly berated the man. “What do you think you’re
of the ©»9n onY. Inflamed with passion, he informed doing? Giving Hashem ©»an onY? Are you crazy?”
his wife that she should bake twelve challos each That very same day, the holy Ariza”l R’ Yitzchok
week, which he would then bring to shul on Erev Luria ZT”L, saw the rabbi and told him, “What you
Shabbos, and with a heartfelt prayer, place them did was wrong. Since the time of the destruction of the
inside the Aron Kodesh. Unbeknownst to him, the Temple, Hashem has not enjoyed such spiritual
shamash would come in each Friday and see the pleasure, like from that sincere man’s ©»an on>!”
challos there, and thinking that someone was being g’@?ﬁ:: We don’t always know what we’re doing or if
kind to him and his family, would take the challos it is having the proper effect. But one thing is certain:
home and use them for his Shabbos table. if we approach our Avodas Hashem with true

This went on for quite some time until one Friday, sincerity of spirit and generosity of heart, this is sure
the rabbi of the shul came early and noticed the man to bring about a M2 NN to our Father in Heaven.
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A great deal of gold, silver, copper and other
precious materials were used extensively in the
construction of the vessels of the Mishkan. The Aron
itself was overlaid from inside and from outside with
gold, and its cover (mas), crown (W), rings (Myav) and
the Cheruvim (022) were likewise constructed from
pure gold. Similarly, the clothing worn by the Kohen
Gadol were comprised of gold and he would perform
his priestly duties throughout the year wearing these
precious garments. For the Kohen Gadol was the
representative of Klal Yisroel who would enable and
ensure that Hashem allocates His bounty of riches to
the people. By wearing clothing worthy of splendor,
always appearing before the Almighty in honor and
dignity, and at the same time utilizing vessels that
were likewise rich in appearance and content, he was
better able to represent the needs of the people and
facilitate Divine sustenance, and even wealth and
riches for his people. Only on Yom Kippur, when the
Kohen Gadol’s mind is centered on the repentance of
his people, does he remove these glorious garments
and wear simple ones instead. (YN >1y0)

This was the manner and the mindset of the holy
R’ Yisroel Rizhiner ZT”’L, whose chassidic court
was renowned for its grandeur, splendor and
opulence, unlike other Rebbes, most notably the
saintly R’ Chaim Sanzer ZT”L who lived in
poverty and preached a lifestyle of modest, if not
meagerly, existence. “What kind of abundance can
the chassidim hope to procure,” was the common
Rizhiner refrain, “if the Rebbe himself maintains a
mwn and capacity for bountiful wealth that is
comprised of stale black bread and over-salted fish?”

Rashi quotes the Medrash: “The Menorah shall be
made on its own. Because Moshe was perplexed by
the way in which it was supposed to be made, the
Holy One Blessed Be He told him, ‘Throw the block
of gold into the fire and it will be made by itself.””

The Menorah, with its seven branches emanating
from a single stem and formed in its entirety by a
single block of gold, is symbolic of the wisdom of the
Torah, as well as the seven wisdoms of the world,
which all emanate from one single Divine source.
Everything emerges from the Torah, for the sake of
the Torah. And this, in essence, was Moshe’s
problem: How can a mortal human being possibly
grasp the profundity and complexity of incorporating
all the wisdom of the world into one physical object -
the Menorah? Thus, Hashem tells him to throw the
block of gold into the fire and it will be made by
itself. But how does this resolve Moshe’s concerns?

R’ Nison Alpert ZT”L provides a wonderful
understanding. The posuk states "WND »27T N2 NON" -
“Behold, My word is like fire.” (V3-33 y) The
Torah is compared to fire. A unique property of fire
is that it destroys physical substances while also
incorporating them into its flame. The more physical
material that is added to the fire, the larger the flame
becomes. So too, is a man’s relationship with Torah.
When a person delves into the Torah and becomes
one with it, the Torah becomes akin to a flame that
engulfs him entirely, purifying him and in a sense,
makes him into a torch to Hashem. In the process he
grows, just as a fire grows when it is fed with fuel.
This lesson was implicit in Hashem’s command to
Moshe to throw the block of gold into the fire.
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For over a century, American Jewry have been widely renowned throughout the world, as a charitable and
generous group, who are looked upon in so many situations to provide assistance to their needy brethren
spread all across the world. Numerous Rabbonim, Roshei Yeshivah and Rebbes, not to mention countless
shluchim, have made the arduous journey from Europe, Eretz Yisroel and the like, and their financially
better-off brethren in America have generally been counted on to come through in a time of need.

The famed Posek, R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzenski ZT”L, in particular, held American Jewry in the highest
regard. Once, when a bochur came to Vilna from the Grodno Yeshivah on a mission from his Rosh Yeshivah,
R’ Shimon Shkop ZT”L, to raise seriously needed funds, R' Chaim Ozer told him to wait one minute and
disappeared into a back room. Emerging a minute later, he held in his hand a single bill. He held it up and




