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These posukim seem to have been randomly juxtaposed one to the other. We
arc told that we must "Rejoice before Hashem. you and your son and your
daughter. and your servant and your maid and the Levite who is in your gates,
and the convert and the orphan and the widow.... And you shall remember that
vou were a slave in Egypt." Where is the connection between the idea of
rejoicing with one's entire family, as well as with converts, orphans and widows,
and the need to remember our servitude in Egyvpt?

R' Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer ZT"L, the Ksav Sofer explains the
continuity of these posukim in the following manner: There are some people who
find it hard to give financial assistance to a convert, orphan and widow because
they arc not satisfied with what they themsclves have. They always seck to
acquire more money for themselves, so how can they give what they have to
others? All the more so on the holidays. since it is forbidden to work on the
holidays and thev do not have any new income. Even if such a person does give
to the poor as he is really obligated to do. he will not feel jov when he gives
charity. Therefore. the Torah tells him to remember his previous situation when
he was a slave in Egvpt. doing forced labor the entire dav and subsisting on just
the barest minimum of food. When a person realizes how much better off he 1s
now. he will feel happy with what he has and in his present joyous state will
readily give gencrously to those in nced. The way we react to our present
situation is alwavs dependent on how we view it. and how we view a situation is
dependent on what factors we take into account in the entire context of things.

cesesMMIN TIPT DN

R' Simcha Bunim of P'shischah ZT'"'L would say:

"I alwayvs kecp mv 7allis and Tefillin by my side. for if I am awoken from
cven a short nap and told that Moshiach has arrived. I necd to move right away.
And how can a Jew sct out on the road without his Tallis and Tefillin?"

R' Zusia of Anipoli ZT"L would say:

"If 1 could change places with Avrohom Avinu T would not. Only one Avrohom
was created and only one Zusia and nothing could be gained by changing places.
Everv individual has his own capabilitics. and jealousy will achicve nothing.”

R' Azriel Hildesheimer ZT''L would say:

"Why haven't 1 written a sefer? Because those ideas worth writing have been
published already. and those not worthy. 1 do not want quoted in my name!”
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to speak with his former Rebbe. R' Chaim. He had questions on religious
philosophy and was hoping to get R' Chaim's opinion on how Judaism dealt with
certain issucs and questions that he had for vears. He started to speak. but before
he could ask what he had come for. R' Chaim cut him off and asked him a
question of his own. "Tell me, did vou first have these questions and then become
irreligious, or did you first become irreligious and then have these questions?”

The professor thought for a moment and then unashamedly answered that he
had first gonc astray fro\m religion and then was troubled by these questions.

"In that case.” R' Chaim told him. "There is no point in my answering vou.
One can only answer a question. But these aren't questions - these arc answers!
They are answers to your lifestyle, they are rationalizations for the path vou have
chosen. No. it is impossible. One cannot answer an answer!"”

TORAH GEM S

(7-2°) PHY AN WITH OVYD . 0IPIN /N N WX DIPNT IR DN
The Torah commands us, upon our arrival in Eretz Yisroel to bring our
korbonos - sacrifices. only to the Bais Hamikdosh. Unfortunately. we no longer
merit the presence of Hashem in His house inYerushalayim. However. the Navi
Hoshea tells us, "We will fulfill our sacrificial obligations through our lips
(praving to Hashem).” Although not technically cxempt from bringing korbonos.
practicallv speaking. we must rely on praver as a substitute. One of the laws of
tefillah 1s to set aside a special place. a ynap owpn. where one can prav every
day. In fact. the gemara lavishes praise upon an individual who designates a
placc for his pravers and refers to him as humble and pious. who personifics
Avrohom Avinu. The question is: Every halachah is important. Why did Chazal
attribute such greatness for this person who alwayvs davens in the same place?

R' Dovid Nussbaum Shlit"a quotes the Rashb'a, who understands the
importance of assigning a specific place to daven within the context of the
halacha that we must bring all our sacrifices to onc special place. the Bais
Hamikdash. Similarly, when we pray to Hashem we must accord Him proper
respect. In order to respect Hashem. the fear of Heaven must be uppermost in
our minds and hearts. When we designate a special place to prav. we are able to
focus more intenscly on the function of that place. to pray with the thought that
we stand in front of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe. Such an overwhelming
perception will immediately instill in our very being the humility necessary to
pray as a scrvant in front of his Master. This. too. is the personification of our
father Avrohom. whosc virtuc of humility led him to recognize the existence of a
Supreme Being at the tender age of three.
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The great Yeshiva in Volozhin was one of the most exceptional institutions of
Jewish leaming in the history of the Yeshiva world. In fact. it was the first of its
kind and most of todav's Yeshivos have been modeled. in one form or another,
after the manner in which the Volozhiner Yeshiva functioned. Unfortunately, due
to the pressures of the tvrannical Russian government and to the firm. unvielding
commitment to 7Torah education of the Roshei Yeshiva, the Netziv, R' Naftoli
Tzvi Yehudah Berlin ZT"L and R' Chaim Soloveitchik ZT"L. the Yeshiva
was forced to close its doors. right before the turn of the 20th century.

During those hectic davs. an unforescen clement of "modernism” found its
way into the Yeshiva. and some of the more vulnerable hochurim were enticed
away from truc Torah learning and a "kosher" lifestyvle. daring to taste from the
forbidden fruits of thc¢ Reform movement and its affiliations. Books from
forward-thinking authors and cultural activitics that were alien to the Yeshiva
world. found a placc among a small socicty that - as forcign a concept as it 1s for
us to comprehend - comprised a small portion of the student body.

One such bochur. who was a talmid of the Rosh Yeshiva. R' Chaim
Soloveitchik ZT"L, left his rebbe and went on to studv at a prominent
university. Eventually. after devoting all of his time and effort. he became a
widely recognized and renowned professor of philosophy. Predictably. though.
along the way he became completely irreligious.

Years later. he found himsclf in the citv of Brisk. and he went out of his way
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