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= prayers. Our Chachomim wondered how it was possible that a Possuk

| Why is it that these Possukim, uttered by a wicked person with the wrong

explains that we learn in the Gemarah that Moshe Rabbeinu wrote the
: | Parshiyos of the Torah, which include the Parsha of Balak. Thus we see,

| this year), the actual day of fasting is pushed off until the following day,
| Sunday, and that becomes the fast day.
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| sick is not required to fast. Small children should not fast, however, if
| they are T19>n5 "1 and understand about the y27n, they too, should

This Possuk was assigned by our Rabbis as part of the daily Shacharis

recited by ywn oyoa with the intention of cursing Bnai Yisroel, could be
included in our Tefillos. The same question can be asked regarding the
Possuk 79n¥ra Dy NN 8Y Apyda BN VAN kY7 - which is included in the
blessings of #m3o1n, which we say during Musaf on Rosh Hashanah.

intentions, are part of our sacred Tefillos?
The Shla"h Hakodosh, R' Yeshaya Halevi Horowitz ZT"L,

that Bilaam's blessings were sanctified by Moshe Rabbeinu who included
them in the Torah. That being the case, our great Rabbonim who
eventually arranged all the Tefillos in their proper place, appropriately
chose this Possuk of #apy> onx 110 1, which alludes to the existence
of Shuls and D770 ’13, and the fact that the Shechinah rests upon
ONIW D95,
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On the seventeenth day of the month of 111, all the pain and horrific
events leading up to the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, began.
Therefore it is customary that we commemorate this by behaving with
certain signs of mourning.

One is required to refrain from eating and drinking the entire day until
sundown. However, if 1wona 1wy nyaw falls out on Shabbos (Like it does

A pregnant or nursing mother, who would normally fast, but finds it
difficult on this particular day, is not obligated to fast. So too, one who is

minimize what they eat as a sign of mourning.

For information, sponsorship or dedications, call 914-362-4380.

O2-71 AN 2. YW1 OYI3




"My father nodded and smiled at me, "You are correct. One is a right-
handed letter and the other is a left-handed letter. So too, is the reason
why we were each created with two eyes. There are times, events and
even objects that we were meant to see with only a "right" eye, while for
other things, we are supposed to view them with just the "left" eye!'

"At first, it was hard for a young child as myself to fully grasp these
insightful words. But now, I understand and the meaning is clear: When a
person looks at his fellow human beings and only sees the good - the
Mitzvos and D210 ©Ywyn - that his friends and family accomplish, he
tends to only look through the "right" eye - an n® py, a good eye. On the
other hand, the negative things that people occasionally do, these actions
and traits are not seen by such a person, for he only views them with his
"left" eye - a blind eye - and is always M2t 999 17 - judging favorably."

"This is what the Possuk tells us "apy»a 2N van KO - He sees not
iniquity in Yaakov, When one can see nothing negative in a fellow Jew -
My PR - His G-d is with him, to help and protect him always."
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Balak is requesting of the prophet Bilaam that he curse the Dxa¢» 3,
and he ends his appeal by saying 7INY IXN WX NN TIIN 712N IWNR DN -
He whom you bless is blessed and he whom you curse is cursed.

The question arises: If Balak knew how great the power of Bilaam's
blessings were and he could bless whomever he pleased and that person
would be blessed, why then, did he hire Bilaam just to curse Bnai Yisroel
- he should have hired him to bless the Moavites to be victorious in their
confrontation against Yisroel?!

In the sefer Bayis Romoh we find the answer: 9710 teach us from
here, that Balak was more intent in his own hatred of Bnai Yisroel - even
more than the welfare and good of his own people. He was more
interested in cursing YN 995 than in blessing Moav!
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"When I was four years old, I once asked my father a question,"
related the old Lubavitcher Rebbe, R' Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson
Z7T"L, at a Fabrengen with his Chassidim. "Why did the Ribono Shel
Olam prescribe two eyes to each person to see with? Being all-powerful
and capable of anything and everything, couldn't he just have given us
one eye alone, and that would be enough for us to see the same as what
we see with two eyes?"

"My father, the Tzaddik R' Sholom Dov ZT"L, put his hand on my
head and asked me 'My son, you have learnt the entire Alef-Bais already,

| right?' I nodded affirmatively."

'If so, then you surely know that there are two letters that look alike
but are totally different - the Shin and the Sin. Tell me, my son, how do
we tell the difference between these two letters that are so similar in
appearance?'

"T did not hesitate to answer the question. 'The Shin has a little dot
(TP on the upper-right-hand corner of the letter, while the Sin has the
same dot on the upper-left-hand corner.' I was proud that I knew it."




