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Swn3: The Ariza’l (Shaar HaGilgulim) discusses the great
importance of expressing joy in the service of Hashem. He
writes that every mitzvah has five components which together,
comprise its perfect fulfillment, and correspond to the five
levels of man’s soul. In ascending order, they are nefesh (soul);

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (46)

Using Another’s Mitzvah Item. Halachically, we always
assume that a person will want other people to use his personal
items for a mitzvah. Therefore, if one comes to shul and needs to
borrow a 7alis to daven, he can use another person’s Talis that is
not being used (1). He can make a beracha. Even though to make
a beracha on Tzitzis requires ownership, we assume that the
owner gives him ownership as a “mnnd sn Sy MM - a present
given on the condition it is later returned.

Conditions. The earlier Poskim (2) give a number of conditions

to be met before a borrower can take advantage of this halacha.

1) The owner does not need it at that time and it will be returned
before the owner will need it the next time.

2) It will be returned as it was found. If it was folded neatly in a
Talis bag, it should be returned the same way.

3) Itis not taken out of the building.

4) It is only done occasionally and not on a steady basis. There
is no exact definition given for “occasional.” The Chavas
Yair @) estimates that it should not be more than once a
month. The Eishal Avrohom @ writes that it has to be
estimated according to the circumstances, such as the need

and personalities of the parties.
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ruach (spirit); neshama (higher soul); chaya (living soul); and
yechida (unique soul). The five times King David said “Borchi
Nafshi” (Bless my soul), correspond to these five levels.
Every mitzvah we fulfill with all its five components rectifies
and perfects the corresponding five levels of the soul.

nx»n
D WRY

5) The owner has never indicated that he objects.
6) The owner is not available (even by cell phone) to be asked
for his permission.
In Today’s Society. Even though all of the above is quoted by
many recent Poskim and can basically be relied upon when
necessary, one should try to avoid having to come on to it for the
following reason: In today’s “sanitary” society, many people
really do not appreciate it when others use their clothing and
other such items, such as Talis and Tefillin. Even Poskim a few
generations back, namely the Aruch Hashulchan ) and Ben
Ish Chai () (referring to himself!) mention that many people
“now” would not agree easily that such items of theirs can be
used by others, even for a mitzvah. This hesitation would
seemingly not apply to a Lulav and Esrog.
Additional Factors. There are some other factors to consider
which might even apply to Lulav. If the borrower has a cold or
anything else that people might consider “infectious,” the whole
assumption and halacha most probably will not apply. The
Aruch Hashulchan 7) adds that the whole leniency was said if
the item was left around in the more public areas of the shul and
not when left in a private place like a personal shtender; not when
or where people sweat a lot; and not when fresh, shiny and new.
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The Netziv, R’ Naftali Tzvi Berlin ZT”L (Ha’amek Davar) would say:

“‘And He brought us to this place, and He gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ Rashi explains that
‘this place’ refers to the Bais HaMikdash, and yet, since Bnei Yisroel entered the land before they built the Temple,
shouldn’t the land be mentioned first? The Bais Hamikdash was a spiritual benefit and the Land of Israel is a physical
benefit. When we express our gratitude to Hashem we must do so in the order of importance of the things for which we
are grateful. Thus, we thank Hashem for our spiritual blessings before our material ones. Likewise, our spiritual needs
should be uppermost in our minds and should never come into conflict between our spiritual and material well-being.”

R’ Moshe Sternbuch Shlit’a (Taam V’Daas) would say:

“‘And you shall rejoice in all the good which Hashem your G-d has given you.’ The good which one possesses is of
no value if he takes it only for himself and does not share it equally with those less fortunate. When one is ready to
share in the bounty which Hashem has given him, then he is truly in possession of ‘all the good.” One must implant in
his mind that whatever he possesses is a gift from Hashem. This gift is given to him on the condition that he exercise
his ownership over it properly, by sharing it with those who are less fortunate, thereby bringing joy into their lives.”

Special Mazel Tov to the
Gottlieb family upon the
engagement of Ahuva to
Efraim Brownstein and to
the Isaacson family upon
the engagement of Esther
Chana to Nachy Shechter

A Wise Man would say:
“Drive carefully. It’s not only cars that can be ‘Recalled’ by their maker.”
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A family living in Ashdod underwent the torment and trauma associated with the terminal illness of their wife/mother.
She had lived her life as a righteous woman who raised a beautiful family, and upon her passing, her children felt the need
to take upon themselves a specific good deed, as an aliya (elevation) for her soul. After considerable thought and
deliberation, they decided that each family member would recite blessings of food out loud, for others to hear in order to
say Amen. A powerful and wonderful idea - and not as easy as it sounds - as we shall soon find out.

It was a hot summer’s day when one of the young daughters came home from school and felt terribly thirsty. Without
giving it much thought, she opened the refrigerator and poured herself a glass of water. It was precisely at that moment
that she realized that no one was home to answer Amen to her blessing. Obediently, she decided to wait, but of course, as
anyone who ever wanted something so badly and could not have it knows, if you tell yourself you cannot have it, you want
it all the more! Her mouth quickly went dry. She began to feel weak and needed to sit down. She rationalized that all she
needed was a small sip and she’d be fine. But her inner nobility shone forth and she would not - dare not - make the simple
beracha without anyone there to answer Amen. She vacillated in this state for what seemed like an eternity, battling her
desires and inclinations like a valiant lioness. It took close to two-and-a-half hours before anyone came home, but in the
end, her monumental effort paid off - and she won the battle!

That very same night, the little girl had a dream and her deceased mother came to her with a shining countenance.
Beaming with angelic radiance, she told her, “Know my daughter, the fact that you overcame your thirst and waited
two-and-a-half hours for someone to answer Amen made a tremendous impression in the Heavenly spheres. Because of
your deed, it was ruled that a good decree will be bestowed in place of a negative one. That decree is this: one of your
classmates whom you know well, is very ill with a terrible sickness. In the merit of the good deed you performed it was
decreed in Heaven that your classmate would merit a complete recovery.....”

Early the next morning, the girl awoke in a frenzy, the image of her mother fresh in her mind. She rushed to tell her
father about her dream. Her father, who had not known about his daughter’s noble deed of the previous day, was
impressed with her restraint, as well as her precise recall of the dream’s details. However, as no one had any inkling that
this particular classmate was ill, he told her that he would need to look into the matter in greater depth.

In the late morning hours, the father picked up the phone and called the classmate’s father, casually asking him about
the wellbeing of his family and especially his daughter. After a brief pause, the man answered that everything is fine but
wanted to know why he is asking. The widowed father revealed to him what he had heard; that his daughter is ill, 5"™.

The classmate’s father was in shock! How could he have known this information? The whole matter was kept top
secret! The man told him the development of how this knowledge came about and the vivid, life-like dream that his
daughter had seen the night before. Then, he revealed the second half of the message: In the merit of her good deed, the
sick little girl would merit a full and complete recovery!

Well, it was mutually agreed that this matter was beyond their scope and the two fathers wasted no time in traveling to
Jerusalem, to discuss the matter with their Rebbe and spiritual leader (according to one version of this story, it was R’
Yaakov Meir Shechter Shlit’a, leader of the Breslover Chassidim in Jerusalem). The Rebbe listened to the entire story
and instructed that the sick child be taken for re-evaluation. On the same day the girl was scheduled for her first
chemotherapy treatment, new scans showed miraculous results: the little girl was totally clean, without the slightest trace
of any illness! Doctors and parents alike were stunned into awed submission. They all agreed that the ways of Heaven are

truly unfathomable. And the power of obstinately observing a mitzvah can miraculously alter nature!
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Swn: When R’ Schneur Zalman ZT”L of Liadi began to
disseminate his teachings, many young men flocked to him
and became his ardent followers, despite the prevailing
opposition to the chasidic movement. They found that
“chassidism” injected a new vitality and joy in serving
Hashem that was lacking in “establishment” Judaism.
Among the newly converted chassidim were two sons of a
leading Torah scholar of the time.

One day, they approached the Baal HaTanya with a
dilemma that had been on their minds for some time: should

they attempt to win over their father to the chasidic approach
to serving Hashem, as they had found it spiritually fulfilling,
or is he perhaps too set in his ways to change his lifestyle.

“Tell me,” asked the Rebbe, “does your eminent father
perform mitzvos with joy?”

“Every year,” related one of the sons in reply, “when we
finish building our sukkah, our father climbs onto a bench
and kisses every piece of the schach.”

“In that case,” said the Baal HaTanya, “don’t worry - he’s
fine just the way he is!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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On the posuk, “You shall come to the priest who will be
in those days,” Rashi quotes the cryptic words of the Sifri:
“You have only the priest in your days, however he is.”

In preparation for the construction of his renowned
Yeshivah, Chachmei Lublin, the famed Lubliner Rav, R’
Meir Shapiro ZT”L traveled to Lithuania to visit many of
the Gedolim there and attain their advice and blessings. He
arrived in Radin, home of the Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L, and
the two spent a memorable Shabbos together.

Shabbos morning, after davening Shacharis, the old sage
and the young Rebbe sat down at a table prepared for
Kiddush. They refreshed themselves with wine and cake,
and the Chofetz Chaim in his weak, low voice bade R’
Meir, “Say something now, for the people assembled here.”

“I came here to listen,” replied R” Meir humbly, hoping
to hear words of Torah from the great sage.

“But I am weak and ill,” was the Tzaddik’s soft reply. “I
cannot give any proper talk.”

Half-turning with a smile to the audience, R’ Meir had his
own rejoinder ready. “When a man would bring his
bikkurim (first-fruits) to the Bais HaMikdash, the Torah
instructs him, ‘Then you shall come to the kohen who will
be there in those days.’” In the Sifri, Rav Yose HaGalilee
finds the wording puzzling: Would it occur to you to come
to someone who is not in your time?’ In Rashi we find the
Sage’s answer in its clearest form: ‘You have only the
kohen in your time’ - as he is - whatever his limitations! So,
I have come here, to the prime kohen of our time, because,
as the prophet Malachi said (), ‘The lips of a kohen will
keep knowledge, and let Torah be sought from his mouth.”™

It is told that old and feeble as he was, the Chofetz
Chaim was so taken by this brilliant reflection, that he
mustered his strength and voiced a brief bit of original,
insightful Torah thinking that was suitable to the occasion.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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In Sefer Devarim, Moshe Rabbeinu was preparing a new
generation to enter Israel. At the end of his life, he left them a
testament. He repeated many of the Torah’s teachings,
including the Ten Commandments. And then, in Parshas Ki
Savo, the people entered a covenant. There were blessings
and many curses given, and they were warned that if they
would not act properly in the Land, their blessings would turn
into curses. Rashi (at the beginning of Nitzavim) says that
when the people heard all those curses, they said, “Moshe, we
are going to be broken and crushed.” Moshe answered, “Do
not be afraid. Your sufferings will make you stronger. They
will be the cause of your survival.” The Jewish people
survive not in spite of suffering, but because of suffering.

R’ Simcha Wasserman ZT”’L writes that every Jew has a
function. In spite of all the inconveniences of being a Jew, we
still say each morning, “Thank You, Hashem, for choosing us
from all other nations.” We have one thing in common with
the secular Jew: The anti-Semites hate us both equally. The
tragedy of the secular Jew, however, is that he feels that he
has been picked out to be hated and persecuted - he is paying
the price - but he doesn’t know what he’s getting for it. We
pay the price, but we know that in the end it’s worth it.

The Jewish people are compared to sand on the seashore.
When one digs a hole in the sand on the seashore, in a short
time it fills up. Likewise, no matter how big a hole our
enemies will dig into the Jewish people, eventually it will fill
up. But Hashem needs us as partners to build up the nation.

After the mourning of the ninth of Av, we read on each of
the next seven Shabbosos a haftorah of consolation. Each one
tells us that Hashem will console us. Immediately after the
mourning, the Torah wants to build us up again. We have to
live, and we have to build. The seven haftaros of consolation
tell us that what has happened is not destruction. It is plowing.
It’s all plowing and sowing for the great plant of Moshiach.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SIHLOMO
(18-13) ... 335 23T AP TEON 7T PN PP NS N SR

As we come ever closer to Rosh Hashana, we read Parshas Ki Savo, in which we are confronted by a long list of terrible
curses that will come to one who neglects his obligations as a Torah Jew. Is Hashem trying to scare us into doing Teshuva?
Teshuva out of fear is certainly commendable - but it is not the highest form of Teshuva. The Kotzker Rebbe ZT”L
explains: "NNNWYA PPON N NN NTAY XD WK INN" - “Because you did not serve Hashem Your G-d, out of happiness.” To
understand the deeper message of these words we must insert a comma before the word “B’SIMCHA.” Now it reads:
“Because you did not serve Hashem, Your G-d, .... HAPPILY!” In other words you were perfectly happy NOT to serve
Hashem properly! You knew that there were things that needed correction, you knew that you need to put more effort into
your spiritual growth, but you pushed it off and continued on your merry way, doing what is easy and comfortable for you.

The Kotzker is telling us that more than Hashem wants to scare us, He wants us to WAKE UP and realize that the first
step in the Teshuva process is RATZON. We have to CARE. We have to WANT to grow and change and inculcate all the
beautiful messages of Yiras Shamayim and Ahavas Hashem. If we are perfectly complacent and satisfied with our level of
Avodas Hashem, or lack thereof, then we will automatically bring upon ourselves curses. The first thing we must do is make
sure that our hearts are in the right place, because if we do that, we have set the Teshuva process into motion and we will
receive many heavenly blessings and assistance to continue on the wondrous and SIMCHA -dika path of Teshuva.




