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The daughters of Tzelofchad came with an argument to Moshe with pure
intentions. Their father, Tzelofchad, passed away in the desert and he had no
sons. Since the land of Israel was to be divided amongst the male sons, the
daughters would not receive land and the name of their father would be
forgotten. Therefore, they came to Moshe saying the law should accommodate
them by giving them, his daughters, his portion.Moshe brought their request to
Hashem, and they were allowed to inherit their father's stake.

Explains the Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L, Chazal tell us that
Tzelofchad died through execution! He saw that the Jewish People felt that
perhaps it wasn't required to keep Shabbos in the desert. Therefore, he willfully
violated the Shabbos in order to get executed, and thereby teach everyone the
true severity of Shabbos. He was the o8y wwpn - Wood chopper, that was
discussed at the end of Parshas Shelach. The gemara (n>p nav) teaches us,
"Anyone who beautifies the Shabbos will merit to receive a portion without
bounds." Therefore, his daughters rightfully argued that since their father gave
his life for Shabbos, as they stated earlier,

MPIAN OV VIO NNY... ININVNA Y - "Our father died of his own sin ... why
should he be forgotten?" Tzelofchad's name shouldn't be forgotten by not
receiving a portion because he had no sons. In the end, Hashem agreed.
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R' Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz ZT'L (Chazon Ish) would say:
"At times, laziness is the root of taking action. When we feel an urge to give
in to a desire, we might hear a whisper telling us that something is not right.

Laziness, however, prevents us from fighting that desire and we give in to our
bad habit."

A Wise Person would say:
"A person does not stop laughing because he grows old. Rather, a person
grows old because he stopped laughing!"

R' Avigdor Miller ZT'"L would say:
"Everyone in the world, from the most successful to the least, needs
encouragement. Make it your career to give others encouragement!"
A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR AND MRS MOSHE SPILMAN ON THE BIRTH

OF THEIR SON »>”). MAY THEY SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HIM.
For all inquiries and m4yn, please call 845-282-9081 or E-mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com

SOSSOSOIOIS OSSOSO

SGOSOOS OSSOSO OSSOSO




SGOSOOSS OSSOSO OSSOSO

SOSISOSOIOIS OSSOSOl

witnesses who appeared before us were not born here." He looked up at
Ben Gurion with obvious disdain. "You say that this is your house, but
someone else lives here now - the Arabs. There is an international law
which states that if somebody contests the right of someone who is holding
on to property, he must submit a kushan - a document or proof of
ownership that this property belongs to him even though he was not born
there."

Without hesitating, Ben Gurion, a secular Jew far removed from the
words and ways of the Holy Torah, lifted up the Bible that was on the stand
and said, "Lord Peel, surely we have a kushan;, this is our kushan - the
Bible. The British are a nation that respects the Bible. Is our historical
right, as stated in the Bible, less authentic than a document penned by some
clerk in some land registry office? This is an everlasting document in which
it is written: “To your children I have given this land.’ G-d promised this
land to our Father Abraham and to his descendants. There is no doubt that
we are the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." The effect was felt
throughout the room and impacted the ultimate decision.
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Rashi notes that even though Moshe heard that he would die after this
war, he did not delay the battle. Yehoshua Bin Nun, however, did delay
conquering the land of Israel so that he would live longer, but in the end, he
still lived a shorter life than his teacher Moshe. How could a Tzaddik such
as Yehoshua delay conquering Eretz Yisroel for his own personal benefit?

R' Yitzchak Levi, Shlit'a, suggests that Yehoshua based his actions on
Moshe's admonition to Bnei Yisrael, "l know that after my death you will
become degenerate.”" (03-85 ©127) Chazal ask: Did that in fact happen,
did the people lose their faith? Rather, as long as Yehoshua lived, the spirit
of Moshe lived as well. Moshe's prophecy was instead fulfilled after
Yehoshua's death. Yehoshua understood this, and knew that after his own
death, Bnei Yisroel would worship idols. This is why he wanted to prolong
his life. We now see even more clearly how exacting Hashem's accounting
is. Even though Yehoshua had an arguably worthy excuse, he nevertheless
contradicted Hashem's Will, and he was therefore punished for it. Moshe
could have argued that he should delay fighting Midian in order that he
could live to teach Torah to Bnei Yisroel, but he did not do so. Yehoshua
should have followed his teacher's example.
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In 1936, pogroms against the Jews in Israel increased. The British
government realized that the situation could not continue; the relationship
between the Jews and the Arabs was just intolerable. So a commission,
headed by Lord Viscount Peel, was dispatched to "Palestine." The
commission was to submit its proposals to King George. One of the last
witnesses to testify before the commission was the chairman of the Jewish
Agency, David Ben Gurion. On the witness stand there was a Tanach and,
l'havdil, a Koran and a Christian Bible. Each of the witnesses took an oath.
Ben Gurion's testimony lasted for over three hours. He spoke about the long
lasting connection between the Jewish people and the Land of Israel,
declaring that this was our home and that we demand from the British
government and the rest of the world to recognize our right to the Land of
Israel. It was a very moving speech and the journalists who were present
immediately ran to the telephones to relay Ben Gurion's impressive speech.

Lord Peel, however, sat there coldly, without emotion, and did not
display any excitement. Then, in a low voice, he spoke to Ben Gurion: "Mr.
Ben Gurion. where were you born?" "In Plonsk." was the reply.
"Where is Plonsk?" Peel asked again. "In Poland."

Lord Peel paused for added effect. "That is very strange. All the Arab
witnesses who appeared before this committee, Nusseibah, Nasabiba, El Tal
and El Husseini, were born here in Palestine. And almost all the Jewish
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