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The Torah speaks about a married woman who is suspected of being
unfaithful. She is tested with special water prepared by the Kohen. If she
was indeed unfaithful, she will die. If she was innocent, she lives. However,
not only does she live, but the gemara (X5 m>12) tells us that if she was
unable to have children, now she will have. Another opinion says that if she
had difficulty giving birth, she will now give birth easily. But why is she
blessed? This is, after all, a woman who was warned by her husband not to
go into private seclusion with a man. She went so far as to rebel against her
husband by going into seclusion. We know this is so, because if she didn't,
she is not even tested with the waters. So why is she blessed?

R' Elya Lopian ZT"L says that we learn from here a fundamental
lesson. This woman went so far as to go into seclusion despite being
warned. It must be that she had a great fire of desire burning in her! Why
didn't she do the final sin? Because when that moment of truth came, she
conquered her Yetzer Hara and did not become impure. What a great
victory! Although, she might be held accountable for disobeying her
husband and must do feshuva for that. However, Hashem will reward her
fully for her great act of self control. Hashem does not hold back reward for
any good act we do, even if it comes about in a less than desirable manner.
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R' Yerucham Levovitz ZT"L would say:

"Only when a person has peace of mind can he really feel love fpr
humanity. When one lacks peace of mind, it leads to animosity towards
others. Peace of mind leads to love."

R' Avrohom Keitler ZT"L would say:
"Once in a while it really hits people that they don't have to experience
the world in the way they have been told to!"

R' Dovid'l of Lelov ZT"L would say:

"It bothers me when I see a driver whipping his horse. If he would know
how to talk to it, there would be no need to use the whip. Why should the
horse suffer because of this man's inability to communicate?"
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R' Aharon, "it is a different story. When I wake up and look out the
window, I see a beautiful apple tree. I think about the wonder of Hashem's
creation. I contemplate how this apple tree began as a small seed in the
ground, and how it slowly grew year by year until one year it flowered and
then apples appeared. I remember to wash my hands before I run outside
to take a closer look at this amazing creation. In awe of Hashem and His
Creation, I want to make a blessing on the apple tree and its fruits. I begin
to say the blessing, but then I remember, in order to make a blessing, I
need an apple!"

R' Aharon took the young boy's hand. "The gemara (: 5 X0 N12)
teaches us "One who wants to be a true Chassid - pious Jew, must fulfill
the laws of blessings."” This advice is good for us today. Each blessing
which one makes, represents a stride forward in ever increasing d'vekus to
the Creator. This is d'vekus, and this is the essence of Chassidus!"
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A fascinating insight is brought down about the 015 N2 - Priestly
blessing, that is said each day during davening and on Yom Tov. There are
exactly 15 words in the blessing of the kohanim, the last word, in effect,
summing it all up: »©9w” - "Peace."” Likewise, says the Ben Ish Chai, R’
Yosef Chaim of Baghdad ZT"L, a person has on each one of his hands
14 knuckles. Chazal instituted, that by a number of mitzvos that we do, we
are to make a berachah while holding a cup of wine. Such as: Kiddush on
Shabbos and Yom Tov, Havdalah, when we say Bircas Hamazon, at a Bris
Milah and a wedding ceremony, and on the Seder night. Thus, by holding
the cup of wine in our hand while doing mitzvos, it serves to "complete the
hand" - to sum up the total number of 15 which is represented by the word
0w in the Birchas Kohanim. Chazal instituted the idea of Yv 912
711992 - "A cup which gives blessing" because when one holds the cup in
his hand, he is alluding to the word »©y>v” and adding the blessing of
peace to Klal Yisroel, that is personified in the blessing of the kohanim.

This is also the interpretation of the famous words that we say in
davening, "921y2 ©Y9¥ D20 DN YION” - "Scholars bring about
peace in the world.” When Chazal instituted this idea of holding up the
cup of wine while doing a mitzvah, they were in effect adding peace by
totalling the number 15, corresponding to the word »©>v” in ©»n> No2.
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Once a man brought his ten year old son to visit R' Aharon HaGadol
of Karlin ZT"L. As they were sitting and talking, R' Aharon asked for a
bowl of apples to be brought in. R' Aharon and his guests each took an
apple, and with great intention recited the blessing, "Borei Pri HaEtz", and
began to eat. The boy thought to himself, "What is the difference between
me and the Rebbe. He eats apples and also I eat apples. He makes a
blessing and so do 1. Even I could be the Rebbe someday."

R' Aharon, attuned as he was to the thoughts of others, felt what the
youngster was thinking. "Oh, there is a real difference between us, my
son," divulged Reb Aharon. "When you wake up in the morning and look
out the window, you see that there is a beautiful apple tree in your yard.
You see the juicy, red apples growing on it and right away you can think
of nothing else but those apples. You run to wash your hands, get dressed
as quickly as possible, bolt out the door and scamper up the tree. You
quickly decide which apple is to be your breakfast and open your mouth
for the first delicious bite. You almost take that bite until you remember,
just in time, that you must make a blessing before eating an apple. So you
make the blessing in order to eat."

The boy and his father listened, enraptured, to the words of the great
Rebbe. "But you see, my son, when I wake up in the morning," continued
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