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If a man says that he will not stop and carry his trial as far as the
King's own throne chamber, it means that he has no chance of acquittal in
the lower courts. Since he really is guilty according to the law of the land,
his only hope lies in the slim chance of obtaining a hearing from the King
himself, who has the exclusive right to pardon even those whose guilt has
been established beyond a reasonable doubt.

Thus, explains R' Yaakov Kranz ZT"L in his sefer Kochav
M'Yaakov, is what the Navi Hoshea is telling us here. /n Ty O nw”
PPN - Return, Yisroel, unto Hashem you G-d - Y ou must attempt to
come only to Hashem with your repentance, for He alone has the power

| to accept your Teshuvah and forgive you. "yl nowdan - For you

| have stumbled in your iniquity - Because your sins were too great for you

| causes things to grow down on Earth
| The Ohel Yaakov would say:

to be worthy of a chance for acquittal in the earthly courts, only Hashem,
in his infinite mercy, can forgive your sins now. Being merciful, he will
pardon them even though they are so numerous and grave, as long as you
make the effort and approach Him.
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R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:

"Why do we enumerate the 4/ Chet on Yom Kippur, according to the

‘, Jetters of the Alef-Bais? Because how else would we know when to stop!"
i | R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”L would say:

“The mouth is said to be as distant to the heart as the Heaven is to the
Earth. We all know, though, that when rain drops down from Heaven, it
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“We are alive in order to love and revere Hashem, because He is not

| glorified through the dead. That is why we daven “Zochrainu L ’chaim’ -

| for your sake, Hashem, let us live!”
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continued, sobbing, "They faithfully fulfilled your commandment and ate
and drank in a festive manner as you had instructed. Yet, they have all
gathered here now in utter solemnity, ready to approach You in prayer. Is
a single one of them drunk? Is even one of them sleepy or nodding off
from the effects of their drink? Can any one of them be found staggering
or tottering unsteadily?"

Arms outstretched and with a wail that pried open the hearts of all
those assembled, he concluded, "You must appreciate Your people, dear
G-d. They are a spiritual people who work hard to carry out all of Your
commandments and indeed are worthy of forgiveness for all of their sins
and transgressions. The Jewish people truly deserve Your blessing for a
year of life and prosperity!"

And with that, R' Levi Yitzchok began the Kol Nidrei.
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The question is asked: Why is the Shiras Ha azinu - the song we read
in this week’s Parsha with 43 posukim, longer than all of the other songs
that we read in the Torah? The v N - the “Song of the Yam”, that
speaks of the miracle of Krias Yam Suf and the drowning of the

Egyptians, contains only 18 posukim, whereas the “Song of the well”, the | -

song that Bnei Yisroel sang in the desert, by the well of water, has just 4
posukim?

The famous Bais Halevi, R’ Yosef Dov Ber Soloveitchik ZT”L,
answers that there is a well-known saying, “The Rebbi by himself knows
alot, the Rebbi with his Talmidim also know quite a bit, but the disciples
alone know just a little.” According to this saying, we see that Moshe
Rabbeinu, who sang Ha azinu alone, knew a great deal, thus the song is
so long. The “Song of the Yam” was sung together by Moshe and Brei
Yisroel, and this song, as well, contained quite a bit, though not as much
as Ha'azinu. However, the “Song of the well” was sung by the Jews
alone, as the Torah explicitly states, and since the Talmidim are singing
without their Rebbe, it is very small.
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One Yom Kippur eve, when everyone had gathered for the Kol Nidrei
prayers and it was still before sunset, R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev
3‘ ZT"L took a candle and began searching under all the benches in the
synagogue. When asked what it was he was trying to find, he looked up
incredulously, "Why, an intoxicated Jew, of course!"
_ After completing his futile search, R' Levi Yitzchok approached the
Aron Hakodesh - the holy Ark, opened it, and with the entire
congregation looking on, he began trembling. "Master of the World," he
| cried, "You made it a requirement that on the day before Yom Kippur,
| we, the Jewish people, are commanded to eat and drink as if it were a
festive holiday.
"Suppose you had given this Mitzvah to the other nations of the world,
| what would have been the result? They would surely have eaten like
gluttons, drunk to excess, and by now, been thoroughly inebriated."
R' Levi Yitzchok turned towards the people. "Merciful father in
| Heaven, look down at your holy people, your holy nation of Yisroel," he




