
     dcuhj kg zunrk rcsv tca raptu 'sjh ohhuuhmv hba vru, vfnx vb
urhcjc gsuha hn hf 'ktrah ,cvt lu,n ,gcub v,uhnhbpa vjfu,v
uz ufrsc lkhkn usgc gubnku ujhfuvk ushc ahu rahv lrsc lkuv ubhta
,cvt ,shnc od huek tuva u,khj, kg jhfun upux hrv 'if vaug ubhtu
rat kf ,t vaug vhva epx iht ,ntc ucvut vhv ot hrva 'ktrah
vbaha ujhfuvkn gbnb vhv tk htsucu' lknv lrs kg u,ukgvk u,kfhc

/,ukekegv uh,ujrut ,t
rat hurf rucc ihjcn ubhtu ufrsc lkuva urhcj ,t vtur vhv ot    
urcgk egum vhv htsu hrv 'ufu, kt kuphk vyub tuv ygn sug vbvu uhbpk
u"e 'vga hhjc lf otu 'kuphu sgnh kck u,fhkvc rvzha uh,ujuf ,hmn,c
tk lrsc dvb,n u,ut vtur ota jmb hhjc rcusn ratf 'u"e ka ubc ic
uehjrvk ks,avk uk ah vnf 'oubhvhd arhk v,hrjtu vpux rat vcuy
tuv ot hrva ',uhunhgb ht ukt htc lurf rcsv tvh ot ;t vgrv ufrsn
cuvtv cuyv urhcja uckc ohkavk kfuh tk oka ckcu ,ntc ucvut

/ubueh, kg tuck vfzha sg ,ururn kucxk lrymh uapbf uhkg
unf 'tuv lurc ausev ka uh,ushnc ecs,n tuv hrv vz lrsc lkuvvu    
rxhhn v"cev ihta 'wjhfuh oav cvth rat ,t hfw (c"h wd) hkanc rntba

tc ubht abugvu vjfu,v vcrst tkt 'vspevu xgf lu,n ostv ,t
shshu cure uk aha hnc rcsv u,utu /vbntbu vruvy vcvt lu,n tkt
okg,vku uhbp kg rucgk uapbc kugpk kfuh tk 'u,cuyc ,ntc vmur tuva
ouhv tuch rcs ka upuxc ratf ',uumn ukt htc kafb tuva lht u,utrc
kf kg iucaju ihs ruxnk sucfv txf hbpk sungk lrymh shshu rcj u,utu
lhjt ,t tba, tkw ka huuhmv ,t vru, vfhnxv ifku /ohgrv uhkukg,
vjfu,v hsh kga lk rnuk 'wl,hng ,t jhfu, jfuvw kmt wlcckc

/urhcj ka u,nab kg od tuv dtusa 'ovhbhc ,rruav vcvtv ,tyc,n
kfn vjfu, ka uz vumn vb,ab tk hrva 'ohrurcu ohyuap ohrcsvu    
ohhek uvs itn ,gs kg vkgh hfu 'oheusesu ohyrp ovc aha ,uumn rta
tkv 'vftknv chy usugn snk tk ot vyhja ut vkhn ,umn unmgc
kkf yuap rcs ubht vjfu, ka uz vumn od ifcu 'cajh ,gs keu vyuak
gnuav ck kg ohrcsv ukce,ha iputc jhfuvk lhtv ,gsk lhrm hf 'kkfu

/kuyh oav ,t kuyhk vmurv kf tku 'ubahhchu usucfc gdpha hkcn
ohhek iurahfvu ,kufhv ,t ovk aha ukt hpkf ohrunt ubhrcs n"n lt    
,uapb khmvk ukfu, shsh ka ruvy ckn ohtmuhv ohadrbu 'vjfu,v ,umn

/r"hft ubhsh kg cvt,n ohna oa tvha r"vhu /,h,j, kutac gueakn

   v,t ihcvk lhrm ifu 'wv hbpk o,crecw ohkhnv ,buuf ihcvk lhr
 c,fu /wu,unhu-,un hrjtw ',ukhpfvi"cnrvo,crecw ohkhnv ,t arpk 

/"wufu u,n wv hbpk o,raca 'ubhhv" 'wv hbpk
cu   hhjc ubhcruhva ,urhcg h,a rtcn vzv cu,fv hf 'yapv s"g" 'c,f 

'vagnc ,hbavu 'v,hn ovhkg vrzdb vhkg rat 'vcajnc ,jtv 'oshc
vr,va rjt hbhx rvc wv hbpk o,cre 'ubhhv vcajnv tyj /vc u,na
'(wu hrjt tnujb,) k"zj uarsa tuvu 'v,hn uchhj,b vbnnu 'ovc van
ohhutr uhva itfn '(t"h 's"f ,una) wush jka tk ktrah hbc hkhmt ktuw
uvzu 'vru,v ,jna ccrgk tka hsf 'vga hpk ukumhba tkt 'sh ,ujhkak
,crev tuv 'uc u,na vagnv tyj /ochrevc rnt tku o,crec iuak
uxhbfva ubhhv wvrz atwu 'wvrz at wv hbpk uchrehuw cu,fa ihhbgf 'vrz at
irvt hbc kg v,hn vrzdba rjt 'thv euxpv ,buuf f"tu /,ruye tkc at
'vbhfavn ovhbhg ubza 'hbhx rvc wv hbpk o,crec 'vcajnv tyjc

/"wufu vrz at ,crevc 'vagnv tyjc ixhbc sjtc u,unhu
vu      wev j"vut'o,crec urnutc iuuf,ba rnuk vtrb sug" 'rtck c,f 

van rnta unfu 'rjt ost kfn wvk ohcure r,uh o,uhvc 'lrsv vz kg

/"wufu (wd wh trehu) waset hcurec wv rchs rat tuvw irvtk
rut hbpk ucre,ba 'wufu lrsv vz kg rnth ut"'rjt iputc od rthcu    
'ohehsmv oh,n vca vehabv sux tuvu 'u,n vzcu asuev ,chjc iuhkgv
ohehsmva 'tuv arpvva tkt 'ohehsmv kf ,,hnk ohuua ov vbvu
o,crec urnut tuvu 'vhkt ucre,b ov uktu ovk ,cre,n vehabv
odva 'ohehsmv ,chj ,tkpv cu,fv znr 'wufu u,unhu urnutu 'wv hbpk
,uchrg ,unhgb ,uehcsk cre,vkn ugbnb tk 'o,,hnc ohahdrn uhva
ihta rtucnu /"ovn o,uapb ,ukf sg ',ueh,n ,uehaj ,uchcj ,ushsh
,khxnwv hrcsfu 'wv ,crhe ka ,ueh,nvu dubg,v ksud rgaku rt,k
'u,bhfa uhzn ,ubvhku 'wv kg dbg,vk tkt trcb tk ostva" '(t) wohrah

/"tmnhvk ohkufha ohbushgv kfn kusdv iushgvu h,hntv dubg,v uvza
,uhrnujv uh,ushnu upud ,t lfzna h"g thv wv kt cre,vk lrsvu     
hsuvhv ihc ,kscnv ,hrnujv vmhjnv ,kyc,n lfca ' vrhpxv hnhc
/if ,uagk ussugh rcsv hrv '.e iht sg dbg,h lf h"ga gsuhafu 'uheuktk
'wo,crecw -wv ,crec aha tkpbv dubg,v kg ,cav treb ratfu

/wv ,cre ka tkpbv dubg,k ,ufzk ,ushnv ,sucgc ezj,vk rrug,b
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R’ Sholom Noach Barzovsky ZT”L (Nesivos Sholom) would say: 

     “Kedusha - holiness is not a specific or technical issue that can be addressed by Jewish Law. Rather, it is what

being Jewish is all about. If a person is not holy, he is not just lacking in one particular area, his Judaism is deficient

as a whole. Holiness is the true measure of a Jew and any lack in this area is a blemish on one’s entire being. Just as

there is no commandment to ‘be Jewish,’ so too ‘being holy’ is so much of the essence, that it cannot be an

individual commandment. It is only when we choose to live the lives of a holy people that we merit being the chosen

people. Instead of being numbered among the 613 specific commandments, holiness is a ‘global mitzvah.’”
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Baal Shem Tov ZT”L comments that a person

who stumbles and sins, but is aware that he has fallen and

wishes to repent, is an ubg - a humble person. Hashem

remains “close” to such a person, as we see from the posuk,

 ifav"c o,t lu,o,tny(zy-zy) "  - “(He) abides with them in

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (54)

Segulos From the Gedolei Hadoros. Bezras Hashem, we are

nearing the end of this informative series on Parnassa, and it is

now appropriate to give over a list of certain segulos - unique

and special actions that have the ability to activate positive

results from Heaven, not always in an understandable way -

from the Gedolim and Rabbanim throughout the generations.

Until now, we have concentrated on topics that are quoted from

the words of Chazal and Poskim. The following activities,

however, are not directly derived from Chazal and Poskim, and

are thus more difficult to organize by topic and/or explain with

logic. In this column, we will simply list them in order and not

measure or compare the Gedolim, but rather give over what they

say, and one can consult his Rabbanim or Rebbeim to determine

whether or not to implement these segulos. 

Tzitzis. On the posuk, (df-y ,hatrc) "vknav ,t ,phu oa jehu", R’

Shlomo Ephraim Luntzitz ZT”L (Kli Yakar) writes that in

the merit of keeping the mitzvah of Tzitzis properly, a person will

merit being saved from poverty. In his deep discussion there (1)

he mentions a number of salient points on this issue. 

Tzitzis saves a person from immoral deeds as in the famous

Gemara (2) where a person was saved at the last minute from

 

1)

the midst of their uncleanliness.” However, a person who is

arrogant and haughty of spirit (jurv ,uxd), even if he is not an

evil-doer or an outright sinner, such a person alienates the

Almighty, for about such a person, Hashem declares, “He

and I cannot live together in the same world.” (/v vyux)

    `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    mmmmiiiiiiiigggg    zzzzxxxxhhhhrrrr    lllllllleeeekkkk    yyyy`̀̀̀xxxx 

a terrible deed as a result of the Tzitzis that he was wearing.

Chazal tell us that a person who is saved from immoral deeds

is also saved from poverty (3). Thus, indirectly Tzitzis saves

one from poverty. 

In the same discussion, regarding the famous quote of the

Gemara (4): “In the merit of Avrohom Avinu refusing even

one thread (from the spoils) of Sodom, his children merited

the thread of Tzitzis,” the Kli Yakar adds that a person who

shows no desire for the belongings of others, shows that he

has learned to be happy with what Hashem gave him. He

quotes the words in Avos (5): “Who is considered rich? One

who is happy with his portion.” It seems to this writer, that an

in-depth analysis of the words of the Kli Yakar will reveal his

clear opinion that being happy with one’s portion, is not just a

form of wealth because it strengthens one’s mental state of

mind (which, in itself, is a wonderful asset), but it also literally

makes a person monetarily richer than he otherwise was, or at

the very least, it guards him from falling into poverty. 

The connection between being scrupulous in fulfilling the

mitzvah of Tzitzis and earning a good parnassa is also

prominently mentioned in the writings of Rav Nachman

M’Breslov ZT”L (6) and other sources (7).

2)

3)
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT”L (Chida) would say:

    “On the posuk, ‘Before the aged you shall rise, and show deference to the elderly,’ Rabbeinu Ephraim gives a

profound and unique explanation as well as halachic ruling. ‘Before the aged’ - if you see a weak, aged person

standing, ‘you shall rise’ - you must get up and let him have your seat. But if you see an elderly person who is not

weak or frail, then you need not rise immediately. Rather, you must ‘show deference’ by offering to give up your

seat. If he accepts the offer, rise; otherwise, you may continue sitting”

A Wise Man would say:

   “In three words I can sum up the most simplistic and profound notion about life: It goes on.”
h"yrnle dtegl dxez oal dlcbl ekfi z"iydfrae mza zcil lr ohxbpfexe o`nheb 'tynle i"p ohxbpfex cakei zipaxde awri axdl aeh lfn zkxaa
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@TORAHTAVLIN.COM.
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     The Mesilas Yesharim explains that "vause" means being so closely connected to Hashem that nothing can get in the
way of this proximity, and all the physical activities and objects that one uses in his Avodas Hashem are elevated and
become “holy” as well, i.e., they join this special bond of closeness with Hashem. The beracha recited on a mitzvah includes
the words “Asher Kedeshanu b’mitzvosav” - You make us holy with your mitzvos; You draw us near to You in a special
bond with every mitzvah that we do, for every mitzvah brings us closer to Hashem and every sin distances us from Him. 
    One may ask: If Kedusha means closeness to Hashem, then why does Rashi in the beginning of Parshas Kedoshim say
that "uhv, ohause" means “separate yourselves”? Isn’t separating the opposite of closeness?

    Actually, no. The Torah is teaching us that the way to true holiness, true closeness with Hashem is only by separating
ourselves from whatever separates us from Hashem. Ramcha’l tells us two ways to acquire the middah of Kedusha. The
first, as explained by Rashi, is by separating ourselves from gashmius and all things that take us away from Hashem,

including too much food, too much comfort, hanging around with a bad chevra. The second is by thinking a lot about the
greatness of Hashem and His supervision of the entire world and all the beauty and brilliance of every aspect of creation.
    One should echo the words of Dovid HaMelech who said, "cuy hk ohekt ,cre hbtu" - “As for me, closeness to Hashem is

what is truly good.” May we be zocheh to bring Kedusha into our lives and thus merit a complete dveikus with Hashem.
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    When World War II broke out, R’ Boruch Halevi Leizerovski ZT”L, a Rav in the Polish town of Lodz, was shipped
to Auschwitz and became another non-descript prisoner in that most bloodsoaked of all human habitats. Upon arrival, all
inmates underwent the “selektzia” - selection, by the inhuman beast, Dr. Mengele. With a minor indication of his finger, this
“elegant monster” indicated who would live and who would die. Like hundreds of thousands before him, R’ Boruch passed
by and, as a healthy young man, was directed to the right - the work brigade - rather than to the gas chambers. Close to three
horrifying years followed, years of backbreaking labor and starvation, years of indescribable pain and anguish. 
     At a later date in the war, R’ Boruch was ordered to pass by Dr. Mengele again. Of course, he understood its meaning,
having been educated with blood and tears in the definition of that most dreadful word in the entire dictionary, selektzia: the
weak would perish, while the fate of those appearing in better health would be postponed until the next selektzia.

     At the time, R’ Boruch had contracted an abscessed wound at the heel of his foot causing extreme pain with every step
he took. When his turn came to pass the beast, he controlled himself with an iron will from displaying any pain, making
his passage with a normal stride. Mengele did not discern R’ Boruch’s agony and motioned him to the right.
     Not a moment passed before R’ Boruch realized what a terrible mistake he had made and was overtaken with deep
remorse. Memory flashes came back to him from the first moment the Nazis marched into Lodz and the atrocities they
carried out, acts that are simply unfathomable to a normal human mind. Why, thought R’ Boruch, would he want to
continue to experience this pain, this torture? For what? A few more days of pain and torture? 
     “Have I suddenly become clever, deciding my own destiny?” R’ Boruch said to himself. No, he made up his mind
firmly. “Let Hashem decide. He, who has guided me these last three years without the slightest planning on my part, will
follow me through to wherever I’m destined to be, either among the survivors or among the kedoshim - martyrs.”
    Without another thought, R’ Boruch slipped out of the group of men he was in, eluded the guards milling about and
sneaked back into the line of people about to pass Mengele. He wanted to pass by one more time, with his true pain
showing. This time around, when he passed by, he did not camouflage any of his symptoms, not even the facial contortions
associated with his painful walk. Mengele motioned him to the left, together with a group of sick and infirm inmates.
     They didn’t need to be told where they were headed. The brutal facts of life in Auschwitz and all Nazi concentration
camps had taught them all too well what to expect. R’ Boruch, like the other religious members in the group, began to
prepare for his final passage, the imminent crossing of that fateful bridge into eternity. But Hashem had other plans; He
doesn’t follow a human script. The infirm were not taken to the gas chambers. Rather, they were loaded onto trucks and
taken to a modern hospital facility in the Auschwitz compound that the Nazis had built for one specific purpose: to dupe
the International Red Cross into believing that the Germans provided outstanding medical attention to their prisoners! 
    He spent close to two weeks in the hospital in the care of world-class physicians. They attended to his foot and largely
restored his general well-being. Some time later, he found out that the entire group that was directed to the right side was
ordered to participate in a “death march.” These marches were so named since the objective was to cause as much death as
possible. At the final stage of the war, when the Nazis realized that the end was nearing, they ordered the last remnants of
the concentration camps, including Auschwitz and Birkenau, to march daily tens of kilometers aimlessly, with almost no
food or drink. To our great misfortune, the vast majority perished, may Hashem avenge their blood.
    “Imagine what would have happened to me,” said R’ Boruch later, “had I ended up on the right side, with the  healthy
ones. My ailing foot could have never survived even half a day of those marches. Reclassifying me as sick was Hashem’s

method of saving my life.”
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        xxxxttttrrrraaaa    eeeeddddqqqqkkkkeeee    eeeennnncccc    zzzz`̀̀̀    jjjjttttyyyyeeee    llllkkkk`̀̀̀iiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    sssseeeerrrr    ((((bbbbiiii----ffffiiii))))

    The mitzvah of osv huxhf - covering up the blood of a

slaughtered beast or wild fowl, specifically mentions

animals that are hunted (i.e. types of animals that are

usually ownerless), because these are species that are

generally trapped in the wild, and are not stolen or taken

away from the pens of their owners. However, in order to

make the halacha uniform, the Torah also applies it to

members of these very same species even if they happen to

be domesticated, i.e. raised on one’s property. 

    The Ramba’m (Mishna Torah, Hilchos Shechitah 14-16)

adds another - quite unique - dimension of understanding to

this complex commandment: “When one performs the

mitzvah of covering up the blood, he should not do it with

his foot, but rather with his hand or with a knife or utensil,

so as not to conduct the performance of the mitzvah in a

contemptuous manner, thus treating Hashem’s mitzvos with

scorn. For reverence is due not to the mitzvos themselves,

but to the One Who has issued them, blessed be He.”

     The holy Ramba’m is instructing us on the importance

of protecting the sanctity of all mitzvos and not to allow

them to become "uhkg ,uhuzc" - “treated by him (a person)

with contempt.” Furthermore, the gemara (/cf ,ca) makes

the statement: “The father of all is blood.” This means that

the basis of all the halachos in the Torah, is the law relating

to covering the blood - osv huxhf. The general principle that

things used for mitzvos and religious purposes must not be

treated with irreverence or worse, in a scornful manner, is

derived from the halacha concerning the covering of blood,

as we see from the posuk, “He shall pour out the blood

thereof, and cover with dust” - in other words, with that

which he poured it out (with his hand), he shall cover it. He

must not cover it with his foot, so that the halachos of the

Torah not be treated by him with contempt. (R’ S. Weiss)

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
 ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
      

''''dddd    iiiipppp`̀̀̀    yyyyeeeeccccwwww    iiiikkkk    mmmmiiiiyyyyccccwwww    iiiillll    mmmmzzzziiiiiiiiddddeeee                                    
    iiiillll    zzzzeeeeiiiiddddllll    mmmmiiiinnnnrrrrdddd    oooonnnn    mmmmkkkkzzzz`̀̀̀    lllliiiiccccaaaa`̀̀̀eeee                    ((((eeeekkkk----kkkk))))

    Rashi quotes the words of the Sifra: “From where do we

learn that a person should not say, ‘I loathe swine’s flesh ....

but he should say, ‘I do desire it, yet what can I do, since my

Father in Heaven has decreed upon me (not to)’? From the

posuk, ‘I have separated you from among the nations to be

Mine’ - that your separation from them should be for Me.”

     The Kotzker Rebbe ZT”L provides us with an

understanding. He says that if the reason one would say that

he does not want to eat forbidden food is because he is

disgusted by it, there is always the possibility that he will

later desire it and then eat it. The Torah, therefore, warns a

person to keep away from it because it is the decree of

Hashem. Then, even if he does desire it, he will not eat it. 

     However, we find a seeming contradiction to this from the

words of the gemara (:ye ihkuj) which indicate that Hashem

does allow us to taste our desires: “For all that the Torah has

forbidden us, it permits us an equivalent. It has forbidden us

blood, but it has permitted us liver; it has forbidden us the

fat of cattle, but it has permitted us the fat of wild beasts; it

has forbidden us the flesh of a pig, but it has permitted us

the brain of shibbuta (a fish which tastes like swine).”

    The Maharsha, R’ Shmuel Eidels ZT”L adds: “A person

should not say that we do not eat blood because it is

repulsive, but simply because the Torah forbade it. For if the

reason were its repulsiveness, the Torah would never have

allowed us to eat liver, which also has a taste of blood.” 

    R’ Eliyahu Dessler ZT”L (Michtav M’Eliyahu)

explains that in truth, there is no contradiction. The idea

behind this acquiescence to the taste of forbidden foods is

that the Torah wishes to undermine our insatiable curiosity

which insists on tasting everything and enjoying everything.

By allowing a person to “taste the prohibition” in a

permitted way, the sting is taken out of the curiosity.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: A misnaged (opponent of the chassidic movement)

once encountered an old friend who had become a disciple

of one of the great chassidic leaders of the time. “Tell me,”

asked the misnaged, “what is so great about your Rebbe?” 

    “My Rebbe is so spiritually elevated,” said the chasid,

“that his mind probes the very thoughts of his disciples.”

    “Oh, come now,” said the misnaged. “You want me to

believe that? He knows what you are thinking?”

    “Sure, try it out. Here, I’ll be the Rebbe and I’ll tell you

exactly what you are thinking about.” 

    “Okay,” said the misnaged with a smirk. “I’ll play along.

So ... tell me what I'm thinking.”

    “You’re thinking ....” said the chasid, “that the Almighty

surrounds and permeates all worlds. That His awesome

presence is the only force in your life, and that His loving

hand never stops guiding you.” 

    “Ha!” said his friend. “I was thinking no such thing!” 

    “Well in that case,” said the chasid, “you certainly need

my Rebbe! He will teach you how crucial it is for a Jew to

constantly have such thoughts!”


