
 igbf .rt ,t ur,hu ohabt lk jka(c-dh) - ibuc,vk ostv ,cuj
wv ,sucgc osh kg rrug,vku ,ugrutnv kf kg

     trvcs hexg kg v,eka hpk ohrn ,arpk ohkdrn ,arp vfnxb vnk :h"a
hsfc vc ah ,tz varp /k"fg rxun ujek tku utr ukkv ohgaru vhjtc vrcsa
vcajn hkcn rgc ahtf okugv vzc uhhj ,t rhcgh tka ostv ,t rrugk
,gv tucc hfu vrhck dhvbn ah hf iucaju rxun ,jek ,uruev kf kg ,ubbuc,vu
hrv iucaj vagb ot /uh,ufukv,u uhagn kf kg iucaju ihs ruxnk sjt kf lrymh
ota ,rnut ,tz 'ohaa sgu ohrag icn ohrcdv aht tucr ohaa rcsnv rusc uhj
'vnf hp unmg ,t rpxnv khpfh ;yvu ohabv og ohbezv ,t od iucajv kg ;hxub
ukt kg vghc,v vtcu ',grmc ,jt vat v,ek ukt kf ihcnu vren vre vbvu
lf kg vbgy ovhkg ah 'vzv vrenv in rxun ,jek ovk vhva lf kg ohkdrnv
o,ut ohbfn ohausev k"zj 'ovhkt gdubu lhhaa vnc rxnv ,t unhbpv tka

 /rxun ujek tku vagn utra vz rcs kg ohgarf
     juepk khj,ha u,nsr,n sjtu sjt kf ,t rrugk ohrunt ukkv ohrcsv

lfc vtur ubht ot rcs kf kg cuajku ,uruev kf kg ibuc,vk uhbhg ,t ,me
/uh,ufukv,u uhhj ,ujrut ,t rpak tuv lhrma vnc znr vzht

ot k"jr ohgr ohrenu ,urm hbhn kf kg ohrpxna vturu ohbu,hgc truea hn     
hrv tnkgc ruphxf ohrcsv ,t trueu uhkt gdub rcsva cuajk ,me ibuc,n ubht
t,ht /rxun ohjeuk obhtu ohtura ohgarv o,ut kkfc tuv iht ot aujk uhkg
cre,ha ohznr ,uccr hcru ohpkt rag ouh hshn ost kfk jkua v"ceva e"vpxc
vtur hrv chyhv uhbhg ,t jeupu ,ubbuc,vc hj rat ahtv hf tuv vzc ihbgvu 'uhkt

nv tuvu trucv tuv v"ceva lht gdr kfcu ,g kfc tuv/vthrcv kfc shjhv dhvb
s"cv uexp ,ntv okug kt ughdvc uh,ubau uhnh ,ufhrt rjta sjt kg rpuxn     
rcsk vmur tuv hf rntu igy ubhs exp ,t vkv gunaf 'obvhdk ufhkuvk vkgn ka
'u,bgy ,t iugyk uk ub,bu uaeucn rjt utkhn vkgn ka s"cvu 'unmgc v"cev og
lu,c itf h,ut ,trc v,t hrv 'kufhcf kg vezj vbgy hk ah g"aucr :rntu j,p
repv hhj ,uhjk ostv ,t ohjhsnu oh,hxnv ohhu,hpu ,uut, tknv vzf kpa okug
vrvzt oua kcen ubht ostv hhj ,uba kf lancu 'ckv ,uut, rjt ,fkk ,ukkuvu
!ihrhvzn f"tt ihabug iht tkvu 'ukt kf kg reuhc okak lrymh ;uxca lf kg vtr,vu

tk 'lhhj ,uba lanc vtr,v oua ,kche tka rnuk kfu,v :v"cue uk chav     
l,ut rrugku lrhfzvk ohjuka lhkt h,jka ouh rjt ouh ot hf ohhngp tku ogp
shsh ka ,hnut,pv u,,hn kg zt ,rac,b rat ouhv u,ut ,t tb rufz 'l,nsr,n
ouh hshn rat ,ucr vbvfu 'uhxfbn srh out,pa hbunkt kg ,gnaaf ut 'hbukp
lhrm ,hhv tkv 'lbztk ohrcsv ughdv obhjka ,caj otv 'ohren hbhn kf kg ,gna

/vsuep ,g tucc iucajc tc, kfv kg hfu vrhck dhvbn itf ah hf lck kg ohak
    vfzbu ohnhgbcu cuyc ubh,ubau ubhnh lhrtba vaecu vkhp,c ubhrcs ohhxb 

/r"hft ,unhkac ubshep, ,utknk

o,hagu wv ,umn kf ,t o,rfzu u,ut o,htru ,hmhmk ofk vhvu
ohbuz o,t rat ofhbhg hrjtu ofcck hrjt uru,, tku o,ut

 ovhrjt(yk-uy)lhsdc uhvh ,g kfcw k"z orntn ,buuf ruthc - 
w,hmhm ukt - ohbck

k     c c,''''wwwwttttrrrrzzzzgggg    iiiiccccttttwwww'ohhpbf gcrtc sdc uk aha hn kf kg vumn vbvu" 
,hkyc ohkkp,nvu 'urfzh ignk 'uhkgn ubrhxh tku 'shn, ouhc uc vxf,ha
ofk vhvuw gna ,threc utreha rucgc vz uagh vkhp,v ,gac
,hmhmc ;yg,vk chhj tuv r,uh h,gs hpk er 'w,hmhm ovk uaguw-w,hmhmk
kfc vrhcg vagh tku vdah tku rufzh ignk 'vkhp,v ,gan ,ugav rtac

/"vrhcg vagh tk vkhp,v ,gac hf 'vga
" '(/d"be ,ca) trndc t,ht ifu       ,,,,gggg    kkkkffffcccc 'ohbck lhsdc uhvh ,,,,hhhhmmmmhhhhmmmm    uuuukkkktttt

 rthcu '"wufukkkk""""rrrrvvvvnnnnvvvvv"s u"y erp ahr vsucgv ch,b) wokug ,uch,bw urpxc 
vmr 'wohbck lhsdc uhvh ,g kfcw rnta cu,fv vz aurhp" '(wufu ,kf,v erpcu
uvzu 'hrndk ,u,hjpv in ekuxn vhvha sg ;udv lufhz ostv kt vhvha 'rnuk

/"vnabv auckn tuva ouan wsdcw ;udk trea 'wohbck lhsdc uhvh ,g kfcw
ostk lrc,h oav i,b ,hmhm ,umncu" '(wufu ,hmhm ,umncu v"s) lhannu        
o,rfzu u,ut o,htruw cu,fv rnt lfku ',u,hjpv in upud rvynu lfzn vhvha
vtur tuv ratfu 'wufu ;udv vagn hsh kg iv ,uumnv hf 'wv ,umn kf ,t
hf ',uumnv kf ,t rufzh vzc ';udk vnus tuva aucknv in ohtmuhv ,hmhmv
tmuh tuva rcs lf treba 'wvsav .hmw iuakn w,hmhmw iuakc utreb ,hmhmv
kt vthmh wvnstw tuva ostk aha ',tzv vumnv vrunu 'vnstv in kgupv kt
kf ,t o,rfzuw rnt lfku 'kgupv kt ostv ,t ihthmuna ,uumnv ovu 'kgupv
'kgupv kt ostv tmuh osh kg wv ,uumn kf hf 'o,ut o,hagu wv ,uumn
kt tmuh vhvha rufzh vzc 'sdcv in ohtmuh ova ,hmhmv vtrh ratf lfhpku

vin ohtmuh ova ',upbf ws kg ihyuj ws ,,k wv vuuhmu ',uumnv ,hhag h"g kgup
vkdbu kgupv kt tmuha rcs kf hf ',hmhm utreb ovu sdcv ,upbf ws kfc sdcv
,urgava wuatr ,hmhmw ifu 'vhtr iuak tuva wohfrjv in .hmnw iuakn lf treb
ova usdc hpbf kg ,hmhm i,ha vuuhm lfku 'kgupv kt ohtmuhu atrv in ohjnum
u,ut o,htruw uvzu 'kgupv kt vthmh ostk aha znrk hsf 'sdcv in ohtmuh
kgupk tmuh ostv ,uumnv h"g hf 'wo,ut o,hagu wv ,umn kf ,t o,rfzu
vaghu rufzh 'ostk aha kgupk vthmh kg vruna ,hmhmv vtur ratfu 'ok,anu

/hrndk ok,anu kgupk tmuh ostv ,uumnv kf h"ga ',uumnv kf
       kg vruh ,hmhm ,umn hf ',uumnv kf sdbf kuea tuv ,hmhm ,umn lfku

ostv tmuh vsh kg vnmg hbpc ,jt kf vumnva ',uumnv kfc uvzu 'kgupk vthmh
vthmh ah vsh kg ,hmhm ,umnc ukhtu 'vumnv thva vnc sjuhn rcsc kgupk
kf unf ,hmhm ,umn thva ,tz vumn vkuea vz rcscu 'wufu kkfc kgupk
/kfc okauhu kgupk tmuh ostva hkkfv ,unhkav vc ah ,tzv vumnva ',uumnv

R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT”L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

    “wovhbhgc ubhhv ifu ohcdjf ubhbhgc hvbuw - ‘In our eyes, we seemed like grasshoppers, and so we were in their eyes.’ The

Meraglim may have sinned but they displayed humility when they said that in their own eyes, they were no greater than

grasshoppers. True, but why is it their fault if they were like grasshoppers in the eyes of the inhabitants of the Land?

Because one needs to mind his own business - who cares how you appear in other people’s eyes!” 

(5) wtnr vahrp (4)x"r (3) u:cr (2) j:xr vrurc vban (1)
,"ua (8) /zh vsb (7) z:cr ,ucua, hexp (6) uk:c iurfz rpx
(11) :jnr xjbp rvz (10) u:xr c"n (9) vk:c vnfjv kmc

oac (j"h) s"h lhbnut ohfkn (12) vk:c vnfjv kmc ,"ua
t"yhka hexchbe ohhj r"undv
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Special Mazel Tov to Eli and
Chaya Schron on the
engagement of their

daughter Mindy to Netanel
Myerowitz. May the young

couple build a Bayis
Ne’eman B’Yisroel.
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vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk plyn : The Medrash relates of a drowning man who cries out

to the captain of a passing boat. The captain tosses him a

rope, which the man grasps and uses to hoist himself aboard

and save his life. The strings of the Tzitzis represent the idea

that mitzvos are the vehicle that will protect us and raise the

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"ause lhbjn vhvu" - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (53)

Cutting Nails (cont.). As we’ve mentioned previously, the
Mekubalim attach a great deal of Kabbalistic significance to the
topic of nail cutting, and as a result, some of the halachos do not
have clear or understandable explanations. 
Order of Cutting the Nails. Beginning with the thumb as
number 1, and the index finger as number 2, the nails should be
cut in the following order: On the left hand - 4,2,5,3,1. Then, the
right hand - 2,4,1,3,5. (1) Even though this is brought in the
Magen Avraham and Mishna Berura, others, including the
Aruch Hashulchan (2) hold that one need not be particular about
this. You will notice that those who are careful don’t cut
consecutive nails one after the other. Accordingly, the Eliyahu

Rabba (3) writes that even if one has to cut some of his nails (not
all), he  shouldn’t cut two nails next to each other, but rather find
some way to make a break by cutting a different nail in between.
From the words of the Prisha (4) it seems that this order applies
to toe nails, as well. However, the Chazon Ish, as quoted by R’
Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a (5) holds that one can cut his toe nails
in any order. There is a difference of opinion whether one should
first cut the nails of the right hand or the left hand (6).
Disposing of Nails. The Gemara (7) says that it is dangerous to
leave one’s cut nails where a pregnant lady might walk over
them, because it can cause her to miscarry her baby. Therefore,

physical world to a higher level of spirituality. While Torah is

here to guide us, we still hold loose strings. Hashem granted

us the “rope” of Tzitzis to grasp and pull ourselves closer to

Him. Tzitzis is a protection, for our bodies and souls and also

serves as the link forming a deep connection to Hashem.

`"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

after cutting one’s nails, one should dispose of them in a way this
cannot happen. If one flushes them away it suffices (8). The nails
can only cause damage if they remain where they fell to the floor.
However, if they are swept into a different room (according to
some even to a different area in the same room), they can no
longer cause any harm (9). Some men are exceedingly cautious
and when their wives are expecting, do not cut their nails at home
where a piece might get lost and be in her path. Instead, they cut
them in a Men’s room or mikvah, where ladies cannot enter.
Filing Nails. The following question was posed to me by an
individual who deals with foot care for elderly people. He works
out of his basement and explained that often there is extensive
fungus on the nails which makes them thick, unsightly and

impossible to cut. He must file these nails down, however, while
doing so, nail dust often falls to the floor. He wanted to know if
this dust is dangerous to pregnant ladies like the nails themselves.
I believe one should be strict and sweep/vacuum the dust away.
Ladies, Gentiles. The Zohar (10) says that the nails of a lady who
is a Niddah, including the nails that she cuts while preparing for
the mikvah, are harmful to others who step over them. Sweeping
them to another place will not help in this case (11). I didn’t find
anywhere if a regular lady’s nails are harmful to another lady, or
even to herself. Nails of a gentile are not harmful (12).

R’ Mordechai (Mottel) Katz ZT”L (Telzer Rosh Yeshivah) would say:

     “Although the Meraglim themselves were indeed righteous men, Moshe foresaw that they will be unable to withstand

the influence of the nation and davened for Yehoshua bin Nun to be spared the influence of these eventual sinners.

Likewise, we see that Calev ben Yefuneh separated himself from the group and travelled to ‘Kivrei Avos’ (Mearas

HaMachpelah) to be mispallel that he not fall into the trap of sin. Precaution of such nature is a result of the realization

of the grave dangers of influence. Our understanding of the risks of undesired and negative ,ugpav (influences) will -

with Hashem’s help - inspire us to take the necessary measures of ensuring the purity and kedusha of Klal Yisroel.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “A lesson to live by: We can’t plan life. All we can do is be available for it.”                    



     One of the six constant mitzvos (,uhshn, ,umn) is not to be lured after your heart and your eyes. It means to make a
conscious effort not to think about or look at something that is inappropriate. In today’s world this is a real challenge. Almost
every billboard you look at in almost any public place will afford you many opportunities to apply this mitzvah. Even if you
don’t go out of your house, you can easily invite all the shmutz in the world inside. With the  press of a button you can find
yourself in the lowliest place. So how do we overcome the yetzer hara that is lurking in every corner to pull us down? 
     The Rambam tells us: “Impure thoughts are only strengthened in a heart empty of wisdom.” (tf-cf vthc hruxht wkv)
The only way to overcome such thoughts is to fill your heart with Torah. The Ohr Sameach provides a source for this
Rambam. He points to a Medrash in Mishlei (24) which tells of a king who was traveling in the desert and came upon an
empty palace. He was easily able to overtake and settle into the palace because no one else was there. So it is with our evil
inclination. He travels into the chambers of our heart and tries to settle there. If the heart is empty, then he has no problem
becoming the king and ruling over our thoughts and feelings. But if the heart and mind is filled with Torah, there is no place
to settle and the yetzer hara has no choice but to leave. The trick is to be proactive - not reactive! Luckily, this is not so
hard. As easy as it is to get the shmutz, it is equally simple to get into Torah. The amount of Torah lectures, in-depth
shiurim, or chavrusa learning, even with someone in another country, is accessible in a way that never existed before. Every
area of Torah is within reach of every Yid. Because of the tremendous challenges of our generation, Hashem is providing us
with equal opportunities for connecting to the Torah. It all depends on what you choose to see and fill up your heart with.
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     In this week’s parsha, we find two Rashis that seem to contradict each other! With regard to the twelve men that Moshe
Rabbeinu sent to spy on Eretz Yisroel, Rashi quotes the Medrash Tanchuma that they were "ohraf" - fine, upstanding

individuals when they set out on their mission. However, a bit further along in the same perek, Rashi points out a gemara

(vk vyux) that says: "vgr vmgc i,fhkv ;t 'vgr vmgc i,thc vn" - just as the spies returned to the Jewish camp with an evil plot,
so too, they set out on their mission with the same nefarious intention. Is this not an obvious vrh,x in the words of Rashi?
     My machshava is this: Chazal tell us that Hashem takes our good intentions and considers them like actions (vagnk ;rymn),
but He does not take our evil thoughts and consider them like actions. Our Sages say that the reason the Meraglim (spies)
sinned was twofold: each one knew he would lose his position of honor and respect (,uthab) once the Nation arrived in the
Holy Land, and also, they were unwilling to give up the “easy life” in the desert - no worries for parnassa, no clothing or other
such issues, and Mann fell at their doorstep daily. Thus, even before they set out on their mission, their report was pre-
determined. They knew they would be reporting back with a negative assessment in order not to risk losing their current status.

Their personal ,ughdb took control of their otherwise upstanding character. However, since it was only a "vgr vcajn" - an evil
thought, without an actual misdeed yet, Hashem treated it as such and did not count it against them. Thus, at first, Rashi
comments: "vga v,utc"uhv ohraf  - the spies were good people “at that time” - but not when they came back, for then they brought
back their evil designs and did an evil deed - they spoke Lashon Hara against Eretz Yisroel. Now, at this point, Hashem

attached their original "vgr vcajn" to their present "vgr vagn" - and thus, they “went and came” with the same evil intent.

 /// ofhbhg hrjtu ofcck hrjt uru,, tku(yk-uy)

wufu vgr ot tuv vcuyv vc cah tuv rat .rtv vnu //// ovkt rnthu igbf .rt ,t ru,k van o,t jkahu(yh'zh-dh) 
        In Parshas Devarim, Moshe Rabbeinu tells the Jewish people, “Hashem was angry with me as well because of you,
saying you shall not come there.” (zk-t ohrcs) The context of Moshe’s words is clearly the sin of the Meraglim (spies). A
number of commentators offer an explanation that Moshe was denied entry to the Land of Israel because of the Meraglim
incident, despite the fact that he was personally blameless, based on his general responsibility for the fate of that
generation as their leader. Once they were denied entry, it was inconceivable that he would enter without them. 
      However, Rabbeinu Don Yitzchok Abarbanel ZT”L goes one step further and suggests that indeed, Moshe was
culpable for the sin of the spies, because although Hashem told him, "ohabt lk jka" - giving him Divine permission to send
forth the spies, Moshe added various instructions of his own beyond what Hashem had commanded, and these additional
tasks are what led to the corruption of the entire mission. Moshe told the men to find out: “Is it a good land or a bad
land?” Why did he have to say this? The very fact that he asked this question is what led the people astray. The whole
tragedy occurred because Moshe put this question in their minds, and now he bears responsibility for it. Therefore, says the
Abarbanel, if the people do not get to enter into Eretz Yisroel, then he doesn’t either. In other words, he shares responsibility
because he planted the doubt about the Land in their minds. Although Moshe’s intention was, of course, honorable and
good, he was liable for changing Hashem’s instructions and thus was held responsible for the terrible results.
     R’ Avraham Yaakov Friedman ZT”L, the first Rebbe in the Sadigora dynasty, was the second son of his famous
father, the holy Rizhiner, R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”L, who passed away in 1850 in the city of Sadigora. His elder son,
R’ Yitzchok Friedman ZT”L, became the first Boyaner Rebbe, while his younger son, R’ Yisroel ZT”L (named after
his grandfather, the Rizhiner), succeeded him in Sadigora as the Rebbe of tens of thousands of chassidim.
     It is told that two merchants once came to R’ Avraham Yaakov to ask his advice and seek his blessing for an
advantageous outcome at the upcoming wheat fair in their county. Each entered the Rebbe’s room separately and asked his
question in his own way. The first asked simply whether it was worth his while to invest in the wheat business or not.
     “Do not engage in any wheat business at present,” the Rebbe answered. 
     The second man did not satisfy himself with a simple query, but went into the details of the proposed investment and its
probable success. “If things are as you say,” answered the Rebbe, “be blessed and be successful!”
      Each of the merchants acted according to the Rebbe’s advice. The first refrained from engaging in the wheat trade, while
the second invested his money in the purchase of wheat. His business did not prosper, however, and his investment was lost.
      Later, when this second individual had occasion to see the Rebbe again, he poured out his bitterness over the financial loss
he had suffered. “Why didn’t the Rebbe advise me to keep out of the wheat business, as was the case with my friend?”
      “Let us understand things as they happened,” the Sadigora Rebbe replied. “Your friend came to me with a question. He
himself did not know what was best for him, and he trusted my advice as to whether to do business or not. Because he was
waiting for my answer, I responded in the way that Hashem told me to answer, with the first notion that entered my head.
The man did as I suggested, and, in the merit of his faith, he was saved from financial disaster.
      “You, on the other hand,” continued the Rebbe, “tried to explain to me how the business works and what tremendous
profits you anticipated from it. Not being a wheat merchant myself, I weighed the information you gave me and was
forced to advise you in accordance with that information. After all, if I were to advise you in contradiction to my logical
understanding of what you had told me, you would be led to think that I am a Tzaddik who relies on Ruach HaKodesh to
advise you on business matters. How can I pretend to be such a person? So you see, by telling me about your business and
why you think it should have succeeded, you negated the faith you should have had in attaining ideas that are truly divinely
inspired. Remember, Hashem helps one in the merit of his faith, and gives the answer to a Rebbe even if he knows nothing
about the world of business!”

   ,sg kf ktu irvt ktu van kt utchu ufkhu
rcs o,t uchahu /// ktrah hbc wufu       (uf-dh)

    

wudu gauvh iub ic gauvk van trehu (zy-dh)
    Rashi writes: “Moshe called to Hoshea bin Nun,

Yehoshua; he prayed for him (saying), ‘May Hashem save

you from the counsel of the spies.’” By adding the letter "h"
to his student’s name, he included the Name of Hashem.
    The renowned Tchebiner Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Avraham
Genichovski ZT”L, was once in Bnei Brak and decided to
take the opportunity to discuss a pressing matter with R’

Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a. As anyone who has ever been
to the great Gaon’s home knows, often the line to get in
stretches out R’ Chaim’s front door, down the steps, and
into the adjacent street. People sometimes wait for hours to
get a glimpse and a few seconds of time with the Tzaddik.
      R’ Avraham arrived with his driver and immediately
walked to the back of the line, where he humbly waited like
everyone else. His driver, however, felt that for the sake of the 
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honor of the Rosh Yeshivah, he should be allowed to go
ahead of the line, right into R’ Chaim’s inner room. The
gabbai agreed and although R’ Avraham protested, he was

led to the front of the line. A moment later, he was inside.
     R’ Chaim gave him a broad welcome, but R’ Avraham
apologized for “cutting the line” saying he would have stayed
in his place. R’ Chaim smiled and said, “Targum Yonason
writes on the posuk, wgauvh iub ic gauvk van trehuw that Moshe
changed his name when he saw Yehoshua’s humility. What
does one thing have to do with the other? The seforim tell us
that in the future, when the dead will rise by oh,nv ,hhj,, it
will go in order of the Alef Beis. In other words, Avraham will
get up first, Boruch second, and so on. Now, when Moshe
added the letter whw to Hoshea’s name, he pushed him back five
places, for now, hgauv  will get up five names later. So what
was the benefit? The answer is, Moshe saw his humility -
and a true ‘Anav’ can go right to the front of the line!” 
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lyn: Phil Harris was born in Clarks Summit, PA in 1915

and spent the rest of his life as a community leader in

Scranton, until he died in Miami at the age of 91. In 1948, he

was involved in a train accident that cost him both his legs.

He was transported to the emergency ward of a New Jersey

hospital in critical condition. Phil had lost a great deal of

blood and was passing in and out of consciousness. The

night nurse took one look and whispered to the surgeon on

call not to bother because the patient would not survive. In

agreement, the surgeon left the room, but returned a few

 

minutes later, operated on him and saved his life.

     After he recovered, Phil returned to the hospital to ask the

doctor what had made him come back. The doctor told him

that upon exiting the emergency room he noticed Phil’s

clothes piled upon a chair. There was a certain bloodstained

garment that he remembered seeing his grandfather wear and

this compelled him to come back and operate. For the rest of

his life, Phil would tell teachers that when they teach the

mitzvah of Tzitzis, they should repeat his story as living proof

of the efficacy of Tzitzis protecting those who wear them.


