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"1 3 ' - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (23)
Taking Arba Minim in an Unclean Place. In our general
topic of maintaining Jewish sanctity - "¥YTp XN M’ - we
briefly talked about performing a mitzvah in a bathroom,
bathhouse, or in a place where there is a bad smell. We will
now try to explain this idea by quoting from the sources. The
first Posek to write about this topic at length is the Chida,
Rabbeinu Chayim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT”’L (). He was
asked the following question: A Jew found himself in a prison
where the cell also contained a toilet, and he was unable to
daven or learn there. When it came the Yom Tov of Sukkos, he
received permission to have a Lulav and Esrog in his cell. The
question was, could he perform the mirzvah of Arba Minim
without a beracha, and serve Hashem in such a putrid place?
The Chid’a answered that in fact, the prisoner could do the
mitzvah, and he proved it from a Gemara ) which discusses if
one must stand up for an elderly person - the mitzvah of »an’
"On NV - in a toilet. The Gemara learns from a posuk that
standing up in such a place does not really show honor to the
elderly person, and there really is no point in standing up there.
It seems that without this reason, a person could have done the
mitzvah of "nP" (standing up) in a bathroom.

Different Types of Mitzvos. One could argue that there really
is no way to prove the point from standing up in the bathroom,
to Lulav, Esrog, and the like. Mitzvos that are “pure” service of
Hashem - actions that one would never do from logic - are
possibly holier, or appear holier, and have a beracha said on
them. Therefore, they might be prohibited in an unclean place.
On the other hand, actions based on human log;cpthat people,
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even gentiles, will do for one another, are more lenient in this
regard, and can be done in a toilet or bathroom. (For example,
even gentiles are courteous and stand up for honorable people.)
If not, one could not perform the mitzvah of "I 15" (honoring
his father) in a mikva or bathroom. It is clear in halacha, that if a
father needs his son to help him in a mikva or bathroom, then
the son should and must help him. Similarly, if one sees
someone in a mikva who needs a favor (Ton m>m) or asks for
tzedakah, one can do the mirzvah right there in the mikvah.
Notice that on these mirzvos - NP8, 70N AN T2 - one does not
make a beracha before them, and as we see, these kinds of
mitzvos can be performed anywhere. The very nature of these
mitzvos is to be performed anywhere, and often, the more
unclean the place is, the more the mitzvah is actually needed.

Mitzvah Which is (only) a ‘“Matir”, The Sefer Ikrei Hadat
@) brings a proof that one can do a mifzvah in an unclean place.
The RM™A @) says that if one is shechting (slaughtering) an
animal and there is a bad smell from a buildup of animal waste
in the coral, he should move away in order to make the beracha.
It is clear from the words of the RM”A, that the shechita itself
can be done in the smelly area. However, the Darkei Teshuva
(5 writes that there is no proof from this to a mitzvah like Lulav,
because shechita is “just™ a 1) - it is there to remove the issur
(prohibition against eating non-shechted meat), and that is not
considered as important an avodah as a mitzvah like Lulav. That
could also be the reason why the Yerushalmi ) rules that since
one does not say a beracha on the mitzvah of redeeming
Maaser Sheni of Demai (™7), it can be done in a bathhouse.

Here also, the mitzvah is “just a »mn. (To be continued)
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would say:

“The Jew is blessed with the great guests who visit him in the sukkah, the seven Ushpizin, the Avos, Avrohom,
Yitzchok, Yaakov, Yosef Hatzaddik, Moshe, Aharon, and David. The invitation extended to the Ushpizin prior to the
Yom Tov meal tends to enhance the sanctity of the simcha. A Yom Tov replete with so many acts of mitzvos should
give an opportunity for every child to enjoy its benefits. If possible, the child should have his own Lulav and Esrog.
We can well imagine the sense of pride in the mitzvah this would give him. Have him participate in the Simchas Beis
Hashoevah. Let him sing and make merry, knowing that this is a mitzvah, a Divine service. Have him study Torah in
the sukkah. What other opportunity is there to actually “breathe” and “inhale” mitzvos directly into the Jewish soul?!”

R’ Itzikel of Pshevorsk ZT”’L (quoted in Tehilas Chaim) would say:

“It is important that we allow the Nashim Tzidkaniyos (righteous women) to come to shul and take part in our
Hakafos by watching the dancing on Simchas Torah. Anyone who has a problem that the women’s section is open
on Purim and Simchas Torah, gives a clear indication that he did not do a complete Teshuvah on Yom Kippur!”

A Wise Man would say: s -
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Some 200 years ago, the legend of Chacham Rabbi Yaakov Bensabbat ZT"’L, was born. He acquired the name
“Bensabbat” following an amazing incident. He was once on a journey with a caravan of Jews, who were riding on
donkeys. It was late Friday afternoon, and R’ Yaakov did not know what to do. As Shabbat was about to start, R’
Yaakov turned to his companions and said, ““Shabbat will soon begin, and we cannot ride on Shabbat. We must stop here
in the forest until tomorrow night. We can then continue on our journey.”

However, his traveling companions refused to listen saying, “This place is dangerous! We have to continue moving
because of the wild animals here.” Hence the group journeyed on, leaving R* Yaakov behind, and all alone.

R’ Yaakov, who was infused with powerful faith, took some stones and laid them in a circle around him. He tied his
donkey to a tree, lit two candles for Shabbat, and began to pray. He was deeply immersed in his prayers and did not see
the approach of a huge lion, before it was too late! (It was well known that lions roamed the Moroccan wilderness some
200 years ago). R’ Yaakov was afraid, and so he raised his hands to heaven and beseeched the Almighty to save him.
Suddenly, he saw an old man standing before him, and he said, “My son, do not fear!”

R’ Yaakov continued to pray, and then he ate the Shabbat meal with a content heart. During all this time, the lion was
standing outside the circle of stones, carefully watching him.

With his great faith, R’ Yaakov went to sleep that night, and all through the next day, the lion remained, eyeing him
the entire time. At the end of Shabbat, R’ Yaakov saddled his donkey and prepared to continue his journey. Just then, the
lion made his move and ran up to the terrified man. But as he approached, the lowered its back, as if to say, “Climb up on
me.” R” Yaakov understood and climbed upon the lion’s back. He placed all his things upon the lion and the lion began
to run at full speed. A journey that should have taken days, took the lion only a few short hours. Soon, R’ Yaakov came
to his destination.

When they saw R’ Yaakov, the residents of the town immediately accused him of desecrating the Shabbat, by
embarking on his journey the holy day had ended. However, when they saw him riding on the back of a huge lion, and
he recounted everything that had happened to him since parting ways with the caravan on the eve of Shabbat, they
believed him. This incredible story quickly became the focus of conversation in town. As it turned out, the other
members of the caravan who had continued their journey on Shabbat never even made it to the town and were attacked
by a pack of ravenous lions. Only R’ Yaakov survived from the original caravan, and they realized that he was a very
special and unique Torah scholar. From that day on, people began to call him R’ Yaakov ben Shabbat, which was later
conjoined to become “Bensabbat.” May the Holy One, blessed be He, also perform miracles and wonders for us!

DRUSIH V’CHIDUSH CONCEPTS IN TEFILLAH BY
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(N-8) ”n*p'bs N2 nwNns” ... The Bluzhever Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Spira ZT”’L, once told me the following: The first two
words of the Torah - "~ wNI1" - allude to the first beracha that we bentch a person with: ™ »n p1a" - “Children,
health, sustenance.” The word "N12" has three connotations: 2" which means children in Aramaic, "nN2" which means
health, and "12" which is a term for grain (3-21 FPWNRN - "©18NN 92 72wY"). All three blessings are found in the word "X72”
and this is “Bereishis” - the blessing that is first and foremost. After I did a bit of calculation, I went back to the Rebbe
and told him that the gematria of "N72" is 203, and the words " »n 1" collectively amount to the number 203, as well.
The Rebbe had not realized this and he was astounded. He wrote the calculation in his notebook.
(M-2) "IN DN TS PN BTN PN Sy oSN ‘e 8D 007 . After creation, the grass did not grow because there was
no rain. Rashi says that the reason it did not rain was because there was no one to pray for rainfall! But why not? Why
was was everything else created and operating without tefillah? Why does rain specifically depend on fefillah? Chazal tell
us that whenever there was a dry spell, Torah scholars would go outside and daven for rain. This is one of the three keys
(mnnan) that Hashem retained under His control and He only disperses it when we daven for it. A 7N to this is from the
words of Krias Shema, where we say: "Ny2 DIXIN 0N NN ... DIV 93203220 922YTAYN' - “And to serve Hashem with
all our hearts and souls (service of the heart which is Tefillah) .... and I will send rain to your land in its time.” Rain
absolutely depends on our davening. That is why the original grass did not grow - because "T2y> PN DTN" - there was
nobody to serve Hashem with 252w N2y - to pray for rain, which would make the grass grow! Likewise, we recite the
special and holy prayer of Geshem on Shemini Atzeres, when we ask for the proper amount of rainfall for the entire year,
in its proper time. Geshem also means “Gashmius” - parnassa, making a living, and this most definitely goes into our
davening. May Hashem answer all of our heartfelt tefillos for Geshem — rainfall and parnassa!
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e have been given two mitzvos for the holiday of
Sukkos which seem to be contradictory: Simchas Yom Tov,
experiencing the joy of the holiday, as it is written: nnnwY’
"M - “You shall rejoice on your festival.” (1-10 ©27)
And "mw nv" - dwelling in a sukkah, which according
to our Sages, is a directive: “For the entire seven days,
leave your permanent abode and dwell in a temporary
abode.” (2 ") The question is: if it is a mitzvah to
experience the utmost joy during Sukkos, why does the
Torah command us to live in a temporary dwelling during
this time, an action which seemingly hinders this joy?

R’ Yaakov Neiman ZT”’L (Darchei Mussar), offers
the following reply: In truth, one cannot attain true joy
unless he is prepared to recognize that this world is but a
temporary place. A person who believes that man’s goal is
found in this world, cannot possibly achieve inner peace,
because, generally speaking, a person who is immersed in
the vanities of this world will not experience joy, which is
spiritual in nature. Only those who strive to come closer to
Hashem will attain true joy, as the Navi says: “Strength
and joy are in His place.” (xd-10 'N o»n »a7) All the
desires and vanities of this world, can only lead a person to
sadness, which is at the very heart of impurity. Jealousy
and desire prevent one from being happy, for he always
has the feeling that he is missing something. If he has one
hundred, he wants two hundred; when he sees that others
have more, this makes him sad. However, if a person were
to understand that this world is but a temporary dwelling
place for his body, and it is not necessary to get everything
one desires in life, he will not experience jealousy. Instead
he will be happy with his lot.

R’ Moshe Rosenstein ZT”’L, the Lomza Mashgiach,
cites the reason why we read Koheles during Sukkos is for
fear of expressing too much happiness, since this is the
time of our joy. Hence we read Koheles to remind
ourselves that this world is nothing but vanity, which
tempers our joy. The real reason, however, says R’ Moshe,
is precisely the opposite. We read Koheles on Sukkos
because it is a mitzvah to be happy during this time, and as
long as a person clings to the vanities of this world, it will
be impossible for him to be truly happy. He will constantly
be jealous of others, and his desire and love for honor will
plunge him into sadness. We read Koheles to enable us to
see that the vanities of this world are utterly futile. When
we realize that they are not worth pursuing, we can fully
accomplish the mitzvah of Simchas Yom Tov.
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What is the significance of the word "NmN" which
literally translates as “native”? Why does the Torah specity

that only a “native” son of the Jewish people should
perform the mitzvah of sukkah?

R’ Yehoshua Asher Rabinowitz ZT”’L of Perisov,
son of the Yid Hakadosh, R’ Yaakov Yitzchok of
P’shischa ZT”’L, understands the word in a totally different
light. In fact, says the Rebbe, this posuk, 82 NRND 5"
"Mool vavw - “Every native (Yisroel) shall dwell in
booths,” is a remez, a hidden allusion to those Jews who
have not yet entered into the service of Hashem Yisbarach.
It is a reference to the one for whom the sun has yet to
shine upon (wnwn N), who has just recently accepted upon
himself to follow the ways of Hashem with all of his heart,
and begin to serve Him. After the repentance of Yom
Kippur, many Jews are now true “Baalei Teshuvah” and
feel the urge to serve Hashem. The word "nN" is in future
tense, a look to the future, in other words, a Jew who accepts
upon himself that from today and on he will begin to shine
(nmn) in the service of Hashem. Such a righteous person,
says the Torah, is assured that he will merit the mitzvah of
sukkah. He will be graced from heaven, to sit in a "0b¥ NO0"
- “a complete (perfect) booth,” a clear reference to the
sukkah of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, Who shines His holy light
from above on those who serve Him properly.

(zbb Pwn BT HorER) ... T EMIAING T TN ON TN 290
t the Pesach Seder we are told that the correct
approach towards the “wicked son” is to “break his teeth”
and inform him that had he been in Egypt he would not
have been redeemed. On Sukkos, too, there is a symbol of
the wicked. Chazal tell us that the willow branches -
Aravos - that are taken together with the Lulav, Esrog and
Hadassim, have no taste and no fragrance. They represent
the kind of Jew who does not contain any particular Torah
learning (taste) nor any particular good deeds (fragrance).
However, in contrast to Pesach (when the wicked son is
rejected out of hand), on Sukkos, we bind the wicked and
welcome them as full members of the "o ya9N". What is
the explanation behind these two differing approaches?
Rabbi Yitzchok Sender Shlit’a gives a remarkable
answer. The Pesach Seder is an occasion when all present
are given free reign to speak their minds openly and
honestly. In fact, the name "noa” itself can be interpreted as
a composite of the phrase "n© N9" - “the mouth speaks.”
Consequently, at the Pesach Seder it is correct to take a
wary approach to the rasha and his evil speech, out of
concern for the negative influence that his words may have
on the others who are present. On Sukkos, however, we
merely join the Aravos in proximity with the other species.
Since there is no direct “interaction” between this “rasha”
and his close environment, though, we need not be
concerned that he may influence the others. On the contrary,
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Sefer HaChinuch writes that according to the Sages,
Shemini Atzeres is not the eighth day of Sukkos, but rather
a separate holiday, which occurs at the end of the Sukkos
holiday. What was the reason why Hashem commanded
us to observe this day as its own holiday? The Sefer
HaChinuch explains that Sukkos is the last Yom Tov of the
Jewish calendar year. By giving us this Yom Tov, Hashem
is telling us “Please, stay with me one more day, as it is
difficult for me to part with you.” Hashem, out of His
great love for Klal Yisroel, finds it hard to “leave” his
children at the end of the holidays. Therefore, He added on
one more day, so we, the nation of Israel, can spend one
more day with Hashem before our “departure.”

The Kozhnitzer Maggid, R’ Yisroel Hopstein ZT”’L
would quote the words of the gemara (-1 n»n): “Who is
considered a fool (NOW)? One who loses things that are
given to him.” This may be applied to those who do not
understand or make use of the holy day of Shemini
Atzeres. For weeks, we have been drawing closer and
closer to Hashem and our level of spirituality has grown
immeasurably. Now, on this holy day, Hashem does not
want us to leave, to see it all go to waste, ¥'n, and we must
work extra hard to maintain this pure level, for otherwise,
we are no different than the fool who simply loses things!

One year, as the Rebbe of Hornsteipel, R’ Mordechai
Dov Twerski ZT’L, was conducting his special Shemini
Atzeres tish, surrounded by hundreds of loyal and devoted
chassidim, one man became overly enthusiastic and
walked up to the Rebbe’s seat and began to bless him.
Lofting his cup of schnapps high in the air, he looked at
the Rebbe and called out “Rebbe, L’Chayim!”

Immediately, the Rebbe, followed by the chassidim,
replied, “L’chayim Tovim U’lesholom” (To good life and
peace) a standard reply. But this man was not finished.
Before anyone could say another word, he blessed the
Rebbe with "o o M W' - “Long days and a long
life.” Expecting an immediate reply, the man was dismayed
when the Rebbe remained quiet and did not reply.

The chassidim began to squirm uncomfortably in their
seats and an instant murmur began to circulate all
throughout the large hall. Why didn’t the Rebbe respond to
the blessing of a long life? Was he intimating that he knew
something hidden - through Ruach HaKodesh - that this
would not be a year of life for him? Would their beloved
Rebbe depart his earthly existence in the near future and
thus, he would not accept the man’s blessing?

It was not until after Yom Tov had finished and
someone had the temerity to ask the Rebbe what it all
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meant and why he had ignored the simple beracha.

R’ Mottele smiled for a moment and then he began to
laugh. “Is that what people thought? That I would not live
out the year? No, of course that’s not what I meant and in
fact, I look forward to a ‘shana tova’ - a good year, filled
with the best that the Aibishter has to offer. So you want to
know why I didn’t respond? It was because at that moment,
on Shemini Atzeres, when we were all flying high on the
holiest level of Ruchnius, sitting at the fish with the
Shechinah herself at our side - and this man goes and wishes
me ‘Arichus Yamim’ - a long life! He looked like a fool to
me; why would anyone want a long life in this small and
earthly existence, precisely at a time when he is feeling the
true meaning of life on a spiritual level, in Olam Haba?”

(MEpn) ... 1125 Ty PN EEONT N 7 55 AP nNem o

n the eve of Simchas Torah, after Maariv had
concluded and people were scurrying about moving
benches and preparing the shul for Hakafos, R’ Pinchos of
Koretz ZT”’L turned to one of his disciples and said the
following words: “You should know, Raphael, that until
now we have been doing Hakafos, with our hands full of
powerful weapons; the Arba Minim, which allowed us to
perform the mitzvos with a true shleimus.

“But now, Raphael, our hands are empty. Although we
do carry the Sefer Torah, it is not a biblical requirement
like the Lulav and Esrog. So, nu ... tell me, how shall we do
this mitzvah? VIND W W YOIYN X LN DI N IN9 DN
myn y» ™Y VN Mmapn (How does a person look when he
does Hakafos with empty hands?)”

Still gazing off into the distance, R’ Pinchos smiled and
said, “Ahhh, the answer is that now, as we dance with the
Sefer Torah, we have to sanctify ourselves to the point that
our physical bodies take the place of the four species. Our
hearts must be as clean as the Esrog we once held. Our
backbones must be ramrod straight, so as to take the place
of the Lulav. Our eyes must be filled with a spiritual light,
to replace the Hadassim, while our lips must be pure and
untarnished, instead of the Aravos we had been holding.
When we have turned our bodies into an actual set of Arba
Minim, then we are not empty-handed; on the contrary, we
are now ready to hold the holy Sefer Torah in our arms,
and dance the Hakafos with the purest of joy!”

Raphael heard his Rebbi’s words, but rather than be
consoled, he burst into tears, crying, “Rebbi, how will I ever
reach that madreiga - how will I ever be able to dance?”

Turning to face his talmid, R’ Pinchos smiled and said,
“Raphael, stop crying. I will carry you on my shoulders
and we will dance together!” Raphael wiped away his tears
and danced that year like he never danced before.
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there is good reason to hope that the Aravah may in fact be
inspired to follow the example set by the Torah learning
and works of good deeds that are exemplified by the other
members of the four minim.

When Rabbi Sender was teaching in a Yeshiva High
School, his practice was to take a peek ahead at the group
of students that was slated to enter his class in the coming
semester. One year, he took particular note of a certain
student who was known to be a troublemaker. Yet, the
following year this student ceased making trouble, for his
class was now overwhelmingly comprised of well-
behaved students who refused to pay any attention to the
kind of antics for which this student had previously been
famous. Thus, deprived of an audience for his trouble-
making repertoire, the student steadily learned from the
positive example set by his new peer group and eventually,
became just like one of them.
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The mitzvah of sukkah is one that is "o>mm1>" - for all
generations. The renowned Chacham Yehuda Elbaz
ZT”L (Shevus Yehuda) cites three individual posukim '»)
(nmona that employ the term ™2" to explicate a specific
point: "... SN NI NNONIVIN MDA " - “Because Hashem
provided the Children of Israel with booths when they
were redeemed from the Land of Egypt”; "p2) 1301 »"
(3-v> PWNII) - “Because we (the angels) shall sleep in the
street”; (3= 0WN) "IN NN MN¥N N " - “Because the
flame is a commandment and Torah is light.”

In fact, says Chacham Elbaz, all three posukim are
connected in a way that alludes to the famous treatise of
the Baal HaTurim, with regard to the mitzvah of Sukkah.
In the beginning of the laws of Sukkos (n"own y»o N"N),
the Tur, Rabbeinu Yaakov ben Asher ZT’L, asks the
following question: Although the Jewish people left Egypt
in the month of Nisan and experienced the protection of
the Divine Clouds of Glory immediately, nevertheless the
mitzvah of Sukkah was postponed for six months, until the
month of Tishrei. Why do we not observe this command-
ment in Nisan? The Tur explains that Nisan marks the
beginning of spring when the weather becomes warmer,
and people naturally leave their homes to sit outdoors.
Tishrei marks the beginning of fall when the weather turns
colder and people naturally return to the shelter of their
homes, no longer spending their days outdoors. Thus, it is
Hashem’s will and desire that we sit in a Sukkah in Tishrei
to demonstrate that we do so solely to fulfill His
commandment and not for our own convenience.

Thus, we see from here that our purpose for sitting in the
sukkah is to show all future generations how the Almighty
chose to protect His children when we came out of Egypt
(D81 YIND DN ONOXINA ... XNIAVIN MDA ) and this can
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only be proven at a time when the weather turns cold, for
otherwise we would have slept outside anyway () 23012 >2).
Now that we do so in Tishrei, it is clear that Bnei Yisroel
only sat in the sukkah in the desert for the purpose of a
mitzvah (MmN ) and to fulfill Hashem’s decree.

(3-32) .. BYM* AYaW 2WN M2Da
Once, a certain shadchan successfully completed a
shidduch and was paid his fee. However, during the
engagement period, the couple unfortunately decided to
break off their commitment, and the wedding was called
off. Subsequently, another man interceded and brought the
couple back together again. As a result, this second man
claimed that he was entitled to receive a payment that was
equivalent to the fee that was paid to the original shadchan.
However, the chosson disagreed, stating that bringing
about the couple’s reunification after their previously
established engagement had been broken, did not warrant
the same level of payment that was called for by someone
who had initiated an entirely new shidduch.
The dispute came before the Tzaddik of Yerushalayim,
R’ Aryeh Levin ZT”L, who ruled in favor of the
viewpoint expressed by the chosson. R’ Aryeh explained
that his decision was based on the halacha that a sukkah
that is erected on Chol Hamoed Sukkos is deemed not
kosher, since a sukkah must be built for seven days, as it
states: "D Nyaw 1awn MOV1" - whereas a sukkah that is
erected on Chol Hamoed does not have the prerequisite
amount of time, the seven days necessary, for a kosher
sukkah. Notwithstanding the above, if a sukkah was built
before Yom Tov but subsequently fell apart during the
holiday, then it may be rebuilt on Chol Hamoed and
remains a kosher sukkah. The reason is that in such a case,
the rebuilt sukkah is not considered to be a “new”
construction, but rather a continuation of the “old” sukkah.
Similarly then, ruled R’ Aryeh, reconciling a couple who
had suffered a broken engagement would not be considered
equivalent to constructing a “new” shidduch, but rather a
continuation of the “old” shidduch.
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Sefer Koheles concludes with: “For Hashem will judge
every deed - even everything hidden - whether good or
evil.” Chazal interpret “whether good or evil” to refer to
deeds which may appear to be “good” but in fact are tainted
with “evil.” Heaven will hold a person accountable for the
negative aspects of that which is done with the best of
intentions. For example, giving tzedakah to a poor person in
public where he is caused embarrassment (.0 P»n). Says the
Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Yehuda Zev Segal ZT”’L,
when performing a chessed, or any other good deed, one
must ensure that it is free of any sort of negativity.
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Isntit interesting that the number three plays a big part
in our Yom Tov celebration? We find that there are three
basic themes that run through the holiday of Sukkos. These
three ideas also happen to be the three pillars - Amudim -
upon which the entire world stands. They are: Torah,
Avodah, and Gemilus Chassadim. Furthermore, these
three ideas are also the same three principles upon which
all of Klal Yisroel have been focused throughout these past
few weeks of the Yomim Noraim - the incredible Days of
Awe. How so? Because, as we know, the three things that
remove an evil decree are: Teshuvah, Tefillah and
Tzedakah. To take this concept one step further, these
three ideas are also represented by our forefathers, the
three Avos, Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov. Avraham
Avinu represents the middah of Tzedakah, or Gemilus
Chassadim. Yitzchok Avinu is the symbol of true Avodah,
which we know is Tefillah. Yaakov Avinu, the “B’chir
Ha’Avos” is the man of Torah, and the pillar of truth.
Chag HaSukkos is referred to as “Zman Simchaseinu”
- the time of our greatest rejoicing, because it encompasses
the entire depth, purpose and meaning of this world. True
happiness only comes from spirituality and Sukkos
epitomizes this Ruchniyos with three distinct messages.
The first message of Sukkos is the idea of “Torah” as
represented by Yaakov Avinu. In order to properly learn
Torah, we must do Teshuvah on Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur. Now, we are ready for Sukkos, a time when we
uplift the mundane. In the sukkah itself, everything
becomes holy! Eating, sleeping, just being in the sukkah is
a mitzvah! Because Chag HaSukkos is a time when we
leave the material world behind. We move into a small
shack without all the “baggage” that distracts us from a

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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true Torah life. We return to Hashem by moving into the
sukkah which is truly the embrace of Hashem.

The second message of Sukkos is the message of
“Avodah” as alluded to by Yitzchok Avinu. It is his manner
of Tefillah which teaches us how to forge a lasting
relationship with Hashem. Tefillah is known as 252w nTay"
- “the service of the heart,” for it is truly the heart that
Hashem wants in our service to Him. The Arba Minim
which we take in our hands on the Yom Tov of Sukkos,
represent the four main parts of the body which we
subjugate to Hashem. The Esrog, which represents the
heart, is held separately and then combined with the head
(the end of the spine) the lips and the eyes, as if to say,
“Hashem, 1 put my heart into every single thing I do, for all
of my actions are done out of love for You!”

The third and final message that Sukkos represents so
beautifully, is the idea of “Chessed” which is the attribute
of Avraham Avinu. It is the idea of love, kindness and
unity amongst the Jewish people. Chazal teach us that the
Arba Minim also represent every type of Jew - totally
righteous, somewhat righteous, somewhat wicked, totally
wicked - and by banding them all together, each member of
Klal Yisroel, with his or her unique contribution to the
Kingdom of Hashem, do we truly achieve our purpose in
this world. It is only through acts of Tzedakah and Gemilus
Chassadim (acts of kindness) that we can bring joy and
nachas to our beloved “Tatte in Himmel.”

Is it any wonder that the joy of Sukkos is palpable when
we raise ourselves up, thereby raising up the entire world
through the mitzvos and good deeds that we do at this time?
And is there any greater joy in life than knowing that we are
fulfilling our mission and achieving true closeness - N2
OPON - bringing joy and nachas to Hashem Yisbarach?
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and moved far away from his parking space. He even made veiled threats to report him - and his oversized sukkah - to
the authorities if his wish wasn’t granted.

The family was in an uproar. Some of the sons felt that the man was being unfair and they should just ignore his rants
and tirades; let the sukkah stand and they will deal with the angry neighbor later. But most of the boys, including Reb
Yehuda himself, felt that if the neighbor was so insistent on keeping his parking space and refused to budge even an iota,
then they would have no choice but to take down the entire structure and rebuild it in their usual spot, no matter how
uncomfortable or restrictive it was.

In the end, that is exactly what they did. With a heavy heart and another monumental effort consisting of many hours
of heavy labor, Reb Yehuda and his sons took apart their “masterpiece” and, conforming to the original specifications,
rebuilt their sukkah in its usual place. Reb Yehuda again apologized to the neighbor who was now mollified, saying that
he could not imagine going into Yom Tov knowing that he had caused another Jew to be unhappy.

Of course, serendipity always has a way of showing up and playing a major role in every aspect of a Jew’s life, and
this case was certainly no different. On the second night of Yom Tov, in the quiet stillness of the fresh autumn air, and
Jerusalem in the midst of a restful slumber, suddenly, a loud crash broke the black calm. Reb Yehuda and his boys were
startled out of their sleep and rushed out of their tiny sukkah to see what had happened.

Indeed, what had happened was nothing short of miraculous. For absolutely no other reason other than the fact that
Hashem pays back those who deserve payment - whether for good or for bad - a huge chunk of Jerusalem stone
dislodged from the side of the apartment building above and crashed down into the parking lot with catastrophic force.
And wouldn’t you know ... the huge block of stone landed on one single car in the lot, demolishing it entirely! It was the
car of the neighbor who insisted on parking his automobile in the place where Reb Yehuda and his family had built their
spacious sukkah, and would have been inside sleeping there, if not for the obnoxious insistence of the unyielding
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The Yom Kippur War descended on the entire Jewish nation like a thunderbolt out of the blue. The heady intoxication
of the period after the Six-Day War, and the euphoria that had Jews the world over in its grip, was still in the air six years
later. People were proud - and more than a little smug - in the accomplishments and abilities of the Israeli Army to defend
the Land of Israel. On the night of Yom Kippur 5734 (1973), as the Jews of Jerusalem stood and davened as usual, they
never dreamed of what was about to take place on the morrow, at the Egyptian border, and what a tragedy waited in the
wings. The next day, Yom Kippur morning, rumors began to circulate about a wide-spread draft, of men being summoned
hastily from their shuls, and called into active duty.

“A draft, on Yom Kippur?” people asked, confused and incredulous. “Why must it be today, right now?”

Suddenly, at midday, sirens began sounding all throughout the city and thousands of people hurriedly descended from
the synagogues and Batei Medrashim where they were praying, to the safety of the bomb shelters. People were numb, at a
loss, apprehensive and hopeful at the same time. How bad can it be, everyone thought? It was only on Motzei Yom
Kippur, when everyone heard the news and the extent of the enemies’ gains, that the shock hit them. It grew stronger and
stronger, exploding their lighthearted sense of security in the I.D.F.’s strength and training. Many casualties were reported

Yon: In the year 5723 (1963), the great Tzaddik,
Chacham Rephael Boruch Toledano ZT”’L immigrated
to Eretz Yisroel, from Morocco, the land of his birth, and
settled in the city of Torah, Bnei Brak. Despite his
advanced age, he traveled throughout the land, visiting
remote villages to bring their Jewish citizens closer to
Hashem. Chacham Rephael Boruch also authored the
Sephardic Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, a practical synopsis of
the authoritative work of the Shulchan Aruch. He devoted
his entire life to helping others; his own needs and wishes
simply did not factor into the equation.

In fact, an amazing story is related about the Tzaddik,
that when he arrived in Eretz Yisroel, his son bought an
apartment for him. When the son asked his father to move
into the apartment, Chacham Rephael Boruch refused to
move in claiming that he did not wish to live in his own
house. In Morocco he didn’t live in his own house and he
won’t live in his own house here either. He would rather
rent it out and use the money to rent an apartment from
someone else. When he was asked why, he explained that
when he lives in a rented apartment and can be thrown out
by the owner, he feels that he is just a temporary resident
here in this world. If he would live in his own apartment,
said the Chacham, he was afraid that he may mistakenly
think that this world is his permanent dwelling place!

Chacham Rephael Boruch returned his pure neshama

to his Creator on the 18th of Cheshvan, 5731 (1971),
leaving behind a large family of great talmidei chachamim.
His legacy continues to live on in Yeshivat Ohr Baruch in
Bayit Vegan, a Torah institution led by his grandson,
Chacham Gavriel Toledano Shlit’a.
Y The Chag of Sukkos serves as a reminder that we
only live in this world temporarily. Just as the flimsy
structures we sit in for seven days are temporary dwellings
and we would never wish to end up there permanently, so
too, our entire sojourn in this world is but a temporary
existence. The Alshich Hakadosh, R* Moshe Alshich
ZT”L explains that this is the reason why the holiday is
called “Chag HaSukkos” and not any of the other mitzvos
that we do at this time, like Arba Minim or Nisuch
HaMayim. It is because all the elevated levels of saintliness
and righteousness that a person wishes to reach in this
world are dependent on one thing, and one thing only:
How much he internalizes the fact that he is a living in this
world as a temporary resident. All his possessions are
meaningless; in fact, they aren’t even his. A Jew must
come to the realization that all his money and assets in this
world are temporary and minor, and Olam Haba, the future
world, is the enduring and permanent dwelling.

For this reason, the name “Sukkos” which refers to our
temporary dwellings, is also the name of the Yom Tov, to
emphasize this all-important lesson.




7

In the town of Nadvorn, there lived a gentile who was appointed as a local commander, to govern and oversee the
territory. He was no friend of the Jewish populace and was determined to spite them wherever and whenever possible.
Thus, when the chassidim of R’ Mordechai erected their massive sukkah outside the Rebbe’s home, right in the middle of
the street, just as they did every year, this gentile decided that he would not permit the Jews to get away with this.

He sent one of his trusted deputies to the Rebbe’s home with a direct order to dismantle the huge booth that had been
set up there, immediately. The deputy arrived and before he could utter a single word, he took a look at the radiant face
of the Nadvorna Rebbe, R’ Mordechai, and was overcome by a sudden fear and awesome respect for the Tzaddik. When
the commander realized that his deputy did not get the job done, he sent another of his minions, and told him in the
strictest terms to see that the booth is dismantled. However, just like the first officer, this man, too, could not get one
word out of his mouth the moment he took one look at the saintly visage of the Nadvorna Rebbe.

The commander was furious at this point, assuming that the Chasidic Jews had bribed his officers to stay the order.
Putting his cap and boots on, he decided that he alone would go there and make sure that his order gets done. Well, he
sauntered right into the Rebbe’s home and R’ Mordechai quickly invited him in to sit down and have a bite to eat and drink.

The commander sat down and was instantly plied with tantalizing delicacies and alcohol. But he refused to be swayed.
Shaking his head, he explained, “I will not allow you to bribe me like you did my officers. I have issued a direct order to
dismantle the large hut you set up in the middle of the street, and I will not leave here until I see that it is done!”

The room went still as all eyes turned to look at the Rebbe for guidance. The commander, too, waited impatiently for a
sign that his order will be carried out to the letter of the law.

R’ Mordechai sat silently for a few moments, before turning pleasantly to the commander. “Honored sir, you are the
appointed leader of this town. As such, I will follow your command just as soon as you allow me to tell you a short
story.” The gentile nodded in agreement, and R’ Mordechai looked at him pensively.

“This story is about an army officer in the Austro-Hungarian military, who lived in Nadvorn some time ago, and had
no children. Life was hard for him and he dreamt of one day having a son to dote upon. He heard about a righteous Jew,
a Tzaddik in town, who happened to be my father (R* Yisssachar Dov Ber Leifer ZT”’L, author of sefer “Sisrei
Torah”) and decided to ask him for a blessing. This was quite unusual as gentiles did not often receive blessings from
Chassidic Rebbes, but in this case, my holy father saw something in the man’s eyes and took pity upon him. With great
intent, he blessed him and lo and behold, within a short period of time, the man and his wife had a son.”

The commander was staring at the Rebbe with huge open eyes. R’ Mordechai stared at him and asked, “T am sure you
know who this son is? The boy who was born through a blessing from my father. It was none other than you!” The
people in the room gasped in unison and the commander himself did a double-take. R> Mordechai concluded with one
final sentence. “And I am also sure that you know that just as my father can give .... his son can just as easily take away!”

The ashen-faced commander stood up, mumbled a form of apology, and walked out, never saying another word about
dismantling the Nadvorna Rebbe’s sukkah.
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The well known mashpia and brother of the current Lelover Rebbe, R’ Elimelech Biderman Shlit’a, recounts an
amazing story that he heard first-hand. One of the most respected families in all of Jerusalem, a large and prominent
household with a lineage dating back to many of the original members of the old yishuv, lived in an apartment building
and would build their sukkah in the parking lot of the building every single year. Boruch Hashem, as the family grew and
more and more children were born, the sukkah became ever more tighter until there was literally not enough space to fit
another Jewish soul. Reb Yehuda, the father of this wonderful clan, decided one year, to expand the sukkah, and he
added a few more panels to increase the space, ensuring that there was enough room for everyone.

The family was delighted ... however, one of his neighbors was most definitely not! The day after Reb Yehuda and his
sons worked with great effort, pulling and pushing, measuring and cutting, sweating and shlepping extra wood to create
their larger temporary abode, the neighbor who lived one floor above them came down and began shouting that the new
sukkah was encroaching on his parking space in the parking lot. It seems that when they built the sukkah, some of the beams
protruded into the area where this man parked his car, and he was furious at the infringement on his beloved space.

Reb Yehuda saw that the man was indeed correct but he tried to play to the man’s sensitivities by saying that it was an
oversight and he was sorry. However, he and his family worked for days, hour after hour, to build this structure and it
would be such a waste of time to have to take it all down. Reb Yehuda pleaded his case, hoping that for the duration of
the chag, the man would relent, but the neighbor wouldn’t hear of it! He adamantly insisted that the sukkah be taken
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and the prayer, “Acheinu kol beis Yisrael” - “Our brothers, the entire House of Israel, distressed and imprisoned...”
became doubly meaningful. Tensely, Jews worldwide followed the news, to hear every bit of new information about the
missing and the dead. The news was not good. Meanwhile, the war dragged on.

After Yom Kippur, many students of the Chevron Yeshivah decided to remain in yeshiva, foregoing their much
anticipated Sukkos vacation. They did not go home for they felt that this was a time for redoubling their efforts in
learning and davening, and not for vacation. Additionally, many bochurim lived in and around homes of families whose
sons were out fighting, and women whose husbands were risking their lives on the battlefield. How would they all feel at
such a time, at the sight of young men “on vacation” - especially since much of Israel’s populace does not understand the
reasons for exempting yeshivah students from military service in the first place.

Many yeshivah bochurim spent the first days of Sukkos in yeshivah, eating their Yom Tov seudos either in the
yeshivah dining hall or at the homes of Rebbeim and Roshei Yeshivah. On Shabbos Chol Hamoed, two boys, Tzvi Aryeh
Binder and his brother, were guests at the table of R* Boruch Mordechai Ezrachi Shlit’a, today the Rosh HaYeshivah
of Ateres Yisroel in Jerusalem. Rebbetzin Ezrachi’s parents, the famed Chevron Mashgiach, R> Meir Chodosh Shlita
and his Rebbetzin, had joined them for the meal, as well as a number of other guests. Suddenly a siren wailed. Everyone
hurried out of the sukkah and into the house, frightened and apprehensive. Amidst the din and tumult of the mass exodus,
one could almost hear each person wondering in his heart: “What is happening? Has enemy aircraft penetrated Israeli
airspace; are they nearing Jerusalem? How soon before our lives will be in danger?”’

The Mashgiach, R’ Meir, however, remained completely calm throughout. He showed no sign of fear or tension.
Quietly and peacefully he stood up, left the sukkah, and entered the house. He neither shouted, nor hurried his step, and
he maintained a look of complete acceptance and peaceful tranquility on his face. His daughter, Rebbetzin Ezrachi
remembers thinking that such moments of trust and calm at a fearsome hour are reminiscent of a story she had heard
firsthand, a number of years previously about the Brisker Rav, R’ Yitzchok Zev Halevi (R' Velvel) Soloveitchik
ZT”L, during the Second World War.

When the war broke out, the Brisker Rav was far from home. He tried to return to Brisk but was unable to do so and
was stuck in Warsaw, at the height of the German bombardment. Those first few days of the war were deathly
frightening days. The German Luftwaffe (airforce) carpet bombed large tracts of the city and sowed death and
destruction everywhere. The number of dead and injured grew. Again and again came the wails of the sirens, and people
would hurry, terror-stricken, down to the bomb shelters many times a day.

During this time, R’ Yitzchok Zev was the only person who put on his night clothes each night and went to sleep in
his bed. People who knew him could not understand this. One person asked him, “Teach us, Rebbi. The ‘velt’ (world)
says that the Brisker Rav is not the calmest of men. There are even those who tell tales about his worries and anxieties
over everything connected to the most scrupulous observance of halacha. How, then, is it that the Rav, of all people,
sleeps calmly in his bed, wearing his pajamas, at a time like this?”

The Brisker Rav replied: “This is the very thing that we say in the Krias Shema before one goes to bed each night:
M2 OWWAN NN NI, N0 W' - ‘A Psalm by David, as he fled from his son Avshalom.” What was Dovid thinking
during this difficult time, when such a terrible tragedy had befallen him? "W 0. >7¥2 YW 'NNNY - ‘And You, Hashem,
protect me ... and you raise up my head.” Dovid Hamelech davens to Hashem, knowing that He will protect him and raise
his head. Then, and only then, after Dovid makes his effort through Tefillah, he entrusts his ultimate fate to Hashem. »N
DN N2 IMNPN,MENNIdVY - T layed down and slept, yet I awoke, for Hashem supports me.’ ('3 719 ©9n1)

Concluded the Brisker Rav: “And if ‘I layed down and slept’ - then I might as well wear pajamas!”

The Binder brothers watched as the great Mashgiach, R’ Meir Chodosh, walked out of the sukkah and into the house,
amidst the panic and ear-splitting sound of the sirens, placing his fate, with full trust, in the hands of Hakadosh Boruch
Hu. That was why he was so calm. And it made them calm too.
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The first day of Sukkos is the yahrzeit of the holy Tzaddik, R’ Mordechai Leifer ZT”’L of Nadvorn (1894/5655). R’
Mordechai was perhaps the most famous Rebbe of a dynasty that yielded an extraordinarily large number of Chassidishe
Rebbes, including many from around the world today. He was raised by his great-uncle, the famed R’ Meir of
Premishlan ZT”L, and he was known as a “Himmeldicke Mentsch” (Heavenly Man) and one who possessed Ruach
HaKodesh, the Divine Spirit. Chassidim from all over Hungary and Romania would come to receive his blessings and
advice. He lived a life of poverty and simplicity, and he would donate all the money that came his way to the needy.




