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R’ Meir of Premishlan ZT”L would say:

     “wyhgnh tk ksvu vcrh tk rhagvw - He who is rich in Torah learning and the performance of mitzvos shall not attempt

to swell his mitzvos, giving himself more credit than he actually deserves. On the other hand, he who is destitute of

mitzvos shall not diminish himself to the point of giving up hope of ever improving. He should have a positive

outlook on his future, coupled with the very real act of improving himself.”

(4) uk:y j"ut aht iuzj (3) j"h j"ut (2) j:jh vrurc vban (1)
rpux i,ju 'h:t vcua, ,urrug,v ,"ua kg rua hceg ,uvdv

ch:jh ,ucua, hexp (5) (j"h ohkhsdv rga)
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kanb: Certainly, we all experience some sort of a change

when Shabbos is with us. There are obvious differences in

our daily routine and we spend more time with family and in

shul davening. Yes, these are all differences, but do we

actually feel Shabbos? Do we understand that the kedusha of    

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (70)

Hilchos Tzitzis: Last week we explained that typical garments

which are obligated in Tzitzis generally are used: 

To protect a person from the elements. 

To give him the human dignity of being covered properly. 

To add an “elevated dignity” when involved in a special

activity, such as a Talis Gadol worn for davening. 

     We will now discuss some related questions to this matter. 

Barber’s Cloak. When a person takes a haircut in a barber

shop, the barber places a four-corned cloak over him to protect

him from getting dirty from the falling and loose hair. Is there a

question of Tzitzis obligation for this cloak? The answer is no

because the customer doesn’t own the “garment.” A borrowed

garment is only obligated after thirty days of continuous usage,

which is not the case here. However, there are many families

who buy their own kits and economically take care of all the

family haircuts. The above reason would not apply in this case.

Second Reason. This cloak is not really being worn by the

person, but rather it is draped over him. Is this considered an

actual garment? This is a dispute between Tosfos (who hold that

it is a Tzitzis obligation) and the Mordechai (pronounced

Mordechi by Sephardim) as quoted in the Mishna Berura (1).

1)

2)

3)

this holy day seeps into our consciousness and allows us to

become more G-dly? Let us use this spiritual awareness and

the lesson of allowing Hashem’s Presence to permeate our

lives, to help us improve in our overall performance of His

Torah and mitzvos, to help bring Moshiach speedily.  

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

(The Mishna Berura there holds that according to Tosfos even

something draped under the body like a bed sheet is the same

status as being draped over the body. The Aishel Avrohom (2)

and Chazon Ish (3) argue and say that what is draped under the

body is exempt according to all opinions.) Therefore, this second

reason to exempt the cloak is not according to all opinions.

Third Reason. A number of Poskim (4) rule that since it is only

being worn to protect one’s other clothing, the barber’s cloak is

not considered a typical garment and thus it is not included in the

obligation of "vc vxf, rat" (“that covers it”) which is the

Torah’s description of a garment obligated in Tzitzis.

Another Application of Reason Three is vests worn for

protection from radiation by X-rays, which can be covered with

cloth, or bullet-proof vests worn by army and security personnel.

Another case (not exactly the same) is a Purim costume worn

above one’s clothes which is also exempt from Tzitzis (see

Piskei Teshuvos (5)). It should be pointed out that even though

the laws of garments regarding Shatnez are similar to those

regarding Tzitzis, they are not completely the same and a garment

worn to protect clothing from becoming dirty cannot have a

mixture of wool and linen as explained by the Chasan Sofer

mentioned in the previous paragraph.

Kotzker Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT”L (Emes M’eretz Titzmach) would say:

     “wungk rcs rat vgrv kg ojbhuw - ‘And (Hashem) relented regarding the evil that He spoke to do to His nation.’ We do

not find that the people even attempted to do Teshuvah at this point and yet Hashem relented immediately. Why did

Hashem forgive the nation of the sin of worshiping the golden calf even though they did not repent for their sin, but He

did not forgive the sin of the spies even though they regretted their sin? The answer is that even though the sin of the

golden calf was devastating, nevertheless Bnei Yisroel were in pursuit of spirituality, as they said, ‘Let us arise and make

for us a G-d.’ This was not the case with the sin of the spies where they sinned in pursuit of imagined physical gains only.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “Excellence can be obtained if you: care more than others think is wise; risk more than others think is safe; dream

more than others think is practical; expect more than others think is possible.”                           



 //// ovhsepk ktrah hbc atr ,t ta, hf(ch-k)
   Isn’t it paradoxical that the parsha that contains the greatest sin of the Jewish people - the Eigel Hazahav - begins with the
lofty words, “When the heads of Bnei Yisroel will be raised up?” Shouldn’t the Torah tell us that the heads of the people
have fallen and the lofty level acquired by the Jewish nation at Har Sinai has plummeted to a low and sorrowful place?
    No, says R’ Gedalya Rabinowitz Shlit'a (Manistritcher Rebbe), a sin is not necessarily a tragedy in and of itself. A sin
is a fact of life! We all sin - we all fall. The question is what do we do after the fall? The average person stays down and
feels powerless to change. The silly man falls into a depression and spends his life berating himself and bemoaning his fate.
The wise man picks himself up, repents and RAISES himself to a higher level and creates a more intimate connection with
Hashem than he had before! This concept applies not only in our relationship with Hashem, but in all relationships, especially
with those who are closest to us! Sometimes one has a fallout with a spouse, or a child, k"r. He thinks it is the end of the
world, that the relationship will never be the same. Well, he is right, because if one handles the situation correctly, he can
make the relationship a much better and deeper one after the fight is over. The bond can become stronger than it ever was
    This is the message of “Ki Sisa.” Don’t ever think you have done something so terrible that the situation can never be the
same. The power of Teshuva for a sin against Hashem and the power of forgiveness and reconciliation between a spouse and/or
children is so awesome that it can take us up and above to a bond so intimate and loving that we could have never imagined.
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 wudu uhkt ,adn utrhhu uhbp rug ire vbvu van ,t ktrah hbc kfu irvt trhu(k-sk)
     One of the great Mussar personalities of the previous generation in Eastern Europe was R’ Moshe Rosenstein ZT”L,
Mashgiach of the Lomza Yeshivah. He grew up in the Lithuanian town of Uzvent and although he was only a few years
younger, he was greatly influenced by his life-long friend and mentor in Mussar, R’ Yerucham Levovitz ZT”L,
Mashgiach of the Mir Yeshivah. The two found a strong affinity for each other. R’ Moshe would call R’ Yerucham “my

Rebbi,” while R’ Yerucham would refer to him as “my chaver” - titles they used for the rest of their lives. 
    R’ Moshe described his first encounter with R’ Yerucham: “I knew very little about Mussar before I met R’ Yerucham.
In that initial conversation, though, I asked him a question. ‘How does one explain that Bnei Yisroel, who had witnessed so
many miracles in Egypt and in the desert, nonetheless committed such terrible sins?’”
    He had expected R’ Yerucham to respond with a deep philosophical explanation. Instead, R’ Yerucham burst out
crying, shedding many tears. In a Mussar niggun (tune) he quoted the posuk from Tehillim: "rusc yuet vba ohgcrt" - “Forty

years I was angry with that generation, and said that they are an errant-hearted people, who know not My ways.” (h-tm) 
    “That emotional response,” said R’ Moshe, “conveyed more to me than an abundance of words!”
      R’ Moshe was an extremely sensitive individual and could perceive slight nuances in the people, places and objects
that surrounded him - often to a prophetic degree. It is said that one Friday, in Elul 5693 (1933) after spending an
inordinate amount of time davening Shemona Esrai, he suddenly broke out weeping, whispering, “We’ve lost him!” 
    Four hours later, a telegram arrived that the great Chofetz Chaim ZT”L had passed away.

    On another occasion, as R’ Moshe was walking up and down the yeshivah aisle in the middle of the learning session, he
suddenly stopped and looked around. Then, he made a public announcement. “This week no one should go swimming in
the river!” (During the summer, one of the only means to cool off for the yeshivah boys was to go swimming in the river,
especially on Fridays). One boy did not hear the statement, or chose to ignore it, and went swimming. He drowned.
    R’ Moshe’s ability to “read faces” was legendary. A professor of psychology in a local university once asked him how
one can recognize the face of a murderer. Sometimes a killer’s facial features and expressions are so delicate, said the
professor, that you would never think that the man is capable of brutality. 
    The Mashgiach replied, “To a murderer, killing a person is like slicing a challah, like killing a fly. Such a person is
devoid of emotion. Yet, at some point in his life, when he is struck with a spark of remorse, a moment of Teshuvah, then
there is a change in his face and it is noticeable. That is the sensitivity one discerns even in a murderer.”
    One of the bochurim in the Lomza Yeshivah was a happy fellow by the name of Aaron Gildin. He was well-known all
throughout Lomza as a kind and pleasant person, whose face was always graced with a smile. One day, he entered R’
Moshe’s room to ask him if he would like to send a telegram to a talmid in honor of his wedding. After he wrote the text
for a message, the Mashgiach dismissed the boy, and then asked his son-in-law, Reb Leib Pruskin, who was present, if he
had noticed anything unusual about Gildin’s face. Reb Leib replied in the negative. “He seems as happy as ever.”
     The next day, Friday, Aaron Gildin had terrible pains. A doctor was summoned, but he could not determine the cause.
On Shabbos morning, the situation worsened and his pain became unbearable. The boy requested to see the Rosh Yeshivah

and the Mashgiach. The Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Yehoshua Zelig Ruch ZT”L, came at once. (R’ Yechiel Mordechai Gordon

ZT”L was then in America). The boys hesitated disturbing the Mashgiach, especially on Shabbos, but Reb Leib Pruskin,
recalling his father-in-law’s remark the day before about a change in Gildin’s face, called the Mashgiach at once.
      R’ Moshe took one look at the boy and told everyone to leave the room. He then talked to Aaron Gildin for several
hours. The boy then turned his head to the wall, and returned his neshamah to heaven, leaving this life in Teshuvah.

rcsk u,kff van kt i,hu /apbhu ,ca hghcav ouhcu
 ohekt gcmtc ohc,f ,sgv ,jk hba hbhx rvc u,t
     The gemara (:jhe ,ca) states: “One who keeps Shabbos

properly, even if he worships idols like in the generation of

Enosh, he is forgiven.” The Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Avraham
Mordechai Alter ZT”L (Imrei Emes) provides an
understanding to this Tannaic dictum based on the words of
a Medrash Yashan which states as follows: “When Moshe

Rabbeinu broke the Luchos, not one word or even letter

remained intact. All the letters flew into the air and became

shards (,ujuk hrca) except for one line: ‘Remember the

Shabbos to sanctify it.’” We see, says the Imrei Emes, that

not even the sin of the golden calf could have any effect on
the holy spiritual nature of Shabbos, and thus, even if a
person commits the lowliest of sins like idol worship,
Shabbos has the power to offer him forgiveness.
   The Sadigura Rebbe, R’ Aharon Friedman ZT”L
(Kedushas Aharon) writes that we see the meaning of this
amazing Medrash in the words of our Shabbos Tefillos.
Since the mitzvah of Shabbos was given to the Jewish people
in Marah, even before Matan Torah, its holiness was already
established and set into the nature of the world. Thus, after
Moshe came down and saw the people transgressing with the
golden calf, and he threw down the Luchos in disgust of their
actions, the words pertaining to Shabbos were not affected. 
     This is what we say on Shabbos: "hbhx rv kg lhbpk usngc" -
when Moshe Rabbeinu stood on Har Sinai, after spending
the previous forty days and nights in communion with
Hashem, he turned to walk down the mountain and saw the
sin of the people, "ushc shruv ohbct ,ujuk hbau" - and the two
Luchos made of stone he was holding in his arms, he
immediately threw down (shruv) and broke them into many
slivers of stone, ",ca ,rhna ovc cu,fu" - however, the piece
of stone that had the words pertaining to the mitzvah of
Shabbos, remained intact and written (ovc cu,fu) and it did
not break up into pieces like the other commandments!
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 van vz hf ubhbpk ufkh rat ohvkt ubk vag hk urnthu
wudu uk vhv vn ubgsh tk ohrmn .rtn ubkgv rat ahtv

    The Ramban writes that Bnei Yisroel did not intend to
worship an idol. When they thought that Moshe had died they
panicked; they believed they needed an intermediary to come
between them and Hashem. This was not a denial of Hashem;
it was an erroneous belief that a “being” was needed to
represent them before Him and convey His teachings to them.
    R’ Shimon Schwab ZT”L served as rav in the town of
Ichenausen, Germany. In 1936, he delivered a sermon in shul
on the topic of the golden calf. At one point in the sermon,
he referred to the Ramban’s statement that the golden calf
was a “vermittler” - an intermediary between mankind and
the Almighty. The point he was making was that in the
desert, the people thought they needed a golden calf, but in
truth, he said, “the Jewish people do not need a vermittler.” 
    Not surprisingly, there was a Nazi spy seated in the
synagogue. This miscreant misunderstood the word
“Vermittler” as “Hitler.” Believing that the rabbi was
disparaging the German fuhrer a"nh, he reported what he had
heard to the Gestapo, who wasted no time in apprehending
the rabbi and threatening him with prison, or worse, for his
seditious words. R’ Schwab forcefully denied the accusation
claiming it was an outright lie, “I said vermittler -
intermediary - not Hitler!” After this explanation, he was told
that his case would be reviewed and that he would be advised
of the outcome. He was sent home to await the decision.  
      R’ Schwab feared for his life, knowing that until his case
was resolved, his life hung in the balance. If he was found
guilty, he could be taken away in the middle of the night
and publicly shamed and killed. It was important that he, the
rav of the community, not be hung in his bedclothes as this
would surely denigrate his rabbinic position and what it
represented. Thus, for the next two months, until he was
formerly acquitted, R’ Schwab went to bed every night in his
clothes, maintaining his dignity under the greatest duress,
because he understood what Kavod HaTorah represented.         

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: When R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”L was a little boy,

his teacher taught him the laws of Shabbos having to do

with one who transgresses in error. The future Rebbe of

Rizhin was perplexed. “How is it possible for a person to

forget that it is Shabbos?” he asked his teacher.

     The teacher presented an example of a person who was

lost in a desert and had no way to keep track of time. The

boy insisted that it was impossible. The teacher continued

to give more examples of people who forgot the day was

Shabbos, but the boy remained obstinate in his refusal to

accept such an explanation. Finally, the rebbi asked his

pupil to explain what precisely did he find troubling.

     Young Yisroel replied that he believed it was quite plain

to see whenever it was Shabbos, because all one needed to

do is look around and Shabbos is physically present. Even

as a little boy, R’ Yisroel was able to perceive the change

the world undergoes when the holiness of Shabbos descends

upon it. He was literally able to see Shabbos physically.

Perhaps people on a more earthly level can feel the spirit of

Shabbos. But the Rizhiner could actually see the Shabbos.


