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The gemarah states, (: 29 PVITP) "NNON NPV O KON P PR - An
elder is one who has acquired wisdom. The Torah, therefore, commands
us to honor an elder - a person who has acquired Torah wisdom. The idea
of acquiring is normally associated only with physical objects, but why
then does the gemarah define an elder as one who has acquired wisdom?

Explains the Steipler Gaon, R' Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky ZT"L,
chazal tell us that a true »y - pauper, is one who lacks Torah knowledge.
If one has acquired Torah knowledge, he is not lacking anything, but if he
lacks it, he has acquired nothing!

Man was created to serve Hashem and to learn His Torah, which is the
truest acquisition. All other general acquisitions are only temporary
enhancements. Because they are not intrinsic to the person, they are not
"real" 0% - acquisitions. Moreover, all other acquisitions are subject to
the perils of being lost or stolen - they are not permanent - whereas
wisdom stays with the person who has acquired it. Additionally, when a
person departs from this world, he takes his wisdom along with him to the
next world, while his physical acquisitions are left behind in this world.
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R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"Everything can be duplicated except the truth. If you try to duplicate
the truth - it is no longer the truth!"

R' Chaim Soloveitchik ZT"L would say:
"Faith begins where human reason falters!"

R' Ephraim Rosenblum ZT"L would say:

"A child had a nighmare in which he envisioned his family in a small
boat on a stormy sea, and he was able to save either his father or his
mother, but not both. His solution was to wake up. Even in real life, some
problems which present unbearable stresses might go away if we just
woke up!"
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fervor of his argument and directed some insulting remarks at R’ Aryeh
Leib, calling him among other things, a boor and an ignoramus. R' Aryeh
Leib, however, stood his ground and was not swayed in his arguments,
nor shaken at the assault on his character.

The local rabbi was exasperated. "I'll prove to you that I am right," he
exclaimed with an air of finality. He then ran to the bookcase and
withdrew a sefer. Hurriedly turning pages, he waved it empbhatically,
"Here, come see for yourself! Even the great Sha'agas Aryeh supports
my position!"

The author of the Sha'agas Aryeh smiled wearily. "Isn't that strange?"
quipped R' Aryeh Leib to a person sitting nearby, "when the Sha'agas
Aryeh stands in the bookcase among the other seforim, he is respected,
however, when he stands on his own two feet, he is insulted!"
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The Medrash writes, "You may think that you must attain a degree of
holiness that equals Hashem's holiness. However, the T orah tells us 'For
1 am holy' - My holiness transcends your holiness." This Medrash
presents a perplexing problem. Why does the T orah find it necessary to
tell us this? Would somebody entertain the absurd notion that man could
possibly reach Hashem's level of holiness?

Explains R' Tzvi Pesach Frank ZT"L that the medrash is not
referring here to the totality of Hashem's holiness. It is focusing on the
single aspect, (10-10) 7DMNNDL TINI DNX PYN' - Who dwells with them in
the midst of their uncleanness. The shechinah is with Bnei Y isroel even
when they are unclean.

Thus, the Medrash is posing the following question: Perhaps, just like
Hashem, can a jew also remain holy while living in an unclean and
depraved environment? Can he live the life of Torah purity, maintaining
his morals and codes of ethics, while existing under societal conditions
that are conducive for impurity and immorality? The reply is wy1p >2"
N - For I am holy. 1t is not possible! Hashem's holiness is quite
superior, for only He is capable of dwelling with Brei Yisroel even when
they are unclean.
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Throughout Jewish history, we find tales of great tzaddikim who placed
exceedingly rigid demands upon themselves, to the point that they
underwent a self-imposed penance of exile for what they felt were their
spiritual shortcomings. R' Aryeh Leib Ginsburg ZT"L, better known as
the Sha'agas Aryeh from the title of his monumental halachic work,
undertook such a voluntary exile as part of compensation for his "sins.

In one community, while not recognized as the great man that he was,
R' Aryeh Leib was invited as a shabbos guest by the local rabbi, who
himself was an accomplished Torah scholar. The two entered into a
discussion on a variety of topics - Talmudic law and halachic issues found
in the gemarah - and as tends to happen, this eventually escalated from a
lively dialogue to a heated exchange, with the two talmidei chachomim
defending opposite sides of the issues. Each tried to bolster his line of
reasoning by recourse to opinions of accepted halachic authorities. Sefer
after sefer was brought out and quoted in the hope of proving the point at
hand, until a large pile had accumulated on the table.

As may happen in an argument where one feels his position is
challenged by the other side, one may take things personally and verbally
lash out against his opponent. The local rabbi was carried away by the
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