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Pharaoh is the ruler of the most powerful nation in the world. He controls the
lives-of millions of people. Yet, he can't make up his ' mind about what to do with
this pesky "Jewish" problem. One minute, he seems to soften and agrees to let
the people go out of his country. The next minute, he changes his mind and-~
absolutely refuses to let them go. Is this any way for a powerful ruler to behave? -

R'" Nosson Tzvi Finkel ZT"L, the Alter of Slobodka, noted that although
Pharaoh admitted his guilt when he was under the pressure of the plagues, he
reverted to his old ways as soon as the pressure was off. The problem was that
Pharaoh viewed suffering with a limited perspective. He saw suffering merely as
a punishment for wrong. That is why he said, "Hashem is a righteous judge and
His punishment is fair because I have done evil."” But the reality of Hashem's
suffering is that there is a real element of kindness. Suffering is actually a divine
message, a reminder telling a person that he needs to improve himself. The goal
of suffering is to motivate a person to improve his behavior. Because Pharaoh
viewed suffering only as a punishment, as soon as the pumshment was over he
saw no further reason for changing.

We must learn from this, that when one views suffering as a means to elevate
himself, he will find meaning in his suffering. While there is still pain involved,
it is much easier to cope with. Whenever you find yourself suffering, ask
yourself, "How can I use this as a tool for self-improvement?"
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R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:

"People think that they have no time to learn Torah. Well, study mussar, and
they will soon find that they really have much more time than they think!"

An Experienced Person once said: -

"Change is a part of life and takes part in making us who we are. When
something we do not like happens to us, we have two options: to become a bitter
person or to become a better person.” :

R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT"L (Sefas Emes) would say:

"Hashem spoke to the Jewish people while they were in bondage in Egypt, -
and continued to do so even though they could not hear Him, due to their harsh
situation. But words of Hashem are bound to have effect if not now, than
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R' Avrohom motioned for them to wait until he was finished. Then, hc
spoke to his questioner. "Let me explain to you why I needed to daven so
loud," he said, aware of the ever-increasing crowd of reformists gathering
around him. "I'm sure you've all heard about the ten plagues that G-d sent to
punish the Egyptians. They deserved it and after each one, Moshe Rabbeinu
would pray that they be removed. We find that the Torah uses many
expressions to describe Moshe's prayers; "dnd he entreated G-d", "And he
stretched out his hands fo G-d", and so on. But by one plague, the plague of
frogs, we find the expression, "And Moshe screamed out to G-d." Why does
the Torah use the word "Scream” to convey a form of prayer?

Many of the deprecating smiles were beginning to fade. "It's pretty
obvious, actually,” said R' Avrohom. "With millions of frogs croaking and
jumping all over the place, Moshe couldn't hear himself think and he
needed to scream in prayer to Hashem. Well, of course, when nasty little
insects carry on, anybody would be forced to raise his voice to be heard!"
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Chazal tell us that although the Jewish people were told of their
impending redemption from slavery, however, because of their heavy
workload and oppressive burden, they failed to fully comprehend and
understand its meaning. Thus, they were not allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel,
only the following generation, their children, would be allowed. How could
Hashem punish them for not properly contemplating their freedom while
they were in the midst of slavery? Their workload was staggering and the
taskmasters were beating them; from where were they to draw the strength
to concentrate on thoughts of redemption?

Explains R' Henoch Leibowitz Shlit"a, this technique of causing
people to be completely involved with their burdens is a favorite strategy of
our old nemesis, the Yerzer Hara. He knows that reflection and
contemplation of our actions will have a powerful effect in fighting and
avoiding sin. But we do have the ability to fight! The human mind is
capable of greater feats than we give it credit for. A person has the ability,
that even when a situation seems overwhelming, one can, and should,
muster the presence of mind needed to think clearly and lucidly.

Thus, the Jews in slavery in Egypt were held accountable. Even though
they were doubled over from their pain and the workload, they still had the
potential to concentrate on a very foreign idea - freedom!
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After many hours of travelling by horse-drawn wagon, night fell and the
Rov of Tarnipol, R' Avrohom Broida ZT"L, decided to spend the night at a
local inn. To his dismay, he found that a large group of Maskilim - so called
enlightened Jews, had come to the town for some sort of convention and
were staying at his inn. They were loud, gruff and given to pursuits of all
sorts of entertainment and gaming activities and R' Avrohom hoped to avoid
them as best as possible.

There was no minyan, of course, for R' Avrohom to daven Maariv with,
so he decided to find a quiet spot in a hallway, off the main lobby, and began
to daven there The brazen maskilim, however; decided that they didn't have
enough entertainment where they were and felt that they could better enjoy
themselves by making the rabbi miserable. They started to walk past him, up
and down the hallway, talking and laughing loudly, hoping to disrupt his
concentration. R Avrohom was indeed disturbed - he couldn't hear himself
daven - and he raised his voice a bit so as to better hear himself. This just
egged the reformers on and they laughed louder and stronger, talking about
nonsense and other unseemly issues. R’ Avrohom raised his voice once again
and after a while he was practically shouting the words of davening.

Just then, one wiseguy stopped and looked at R' Avrohom. "Rabbi," he
asked, "Why do you pray so loud? Doesn't the Talmud say that G-d can hear
the inner working of a man's heart? Does one really need to raise his voice?"
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