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Dvar Halachah from Rav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
THE PROHIBITION OF "83T¢u ai”

Do not desire-83a00 a1 / Do not covet-8TGU Al

The prohibitions against "Coveting” and

"Desiring" are often misunderstood and contain
many practical applications. One who mentally
desires another's possessions, with no intention to
pressure the owner to give or sell it to him, has not
transgressed this dai. Only when he schemes to
pressure the owner, does he transgress &dadu ai
(1. When he actually applies the pressure, he is
guilty of &T¢U ai (). For example:

1 - A person "nudges" his friend to give him a sip
of his drink. If after two requests (3), the owner is
still unwilling, any additional pressuring is in
transgression of 4TG0 ai, even if in the end, the
owner finally relents.

2 - If one coerces the owner of a car or property to
sell (after 2 unsuccessful bids), even if the buyer
ends up paying full price, he has nevertheless been
@480 on the last of the Udgada Gguo.

3 - If an honored person (e.g. a Rov) or one with
power over another (e.g.a boss) requests something
and his very request might "coerce" an owner to
sell, even asking once is prohibited unless it can be

determined that he truly wishes to sell ).

4 - A salesman may praise his product at length in
an effort to sell it, but if it becomes clear that the
buyer is not interested, he should not continue to
badger until the buyer eventually breaks down,
since this constitutes a form of coveting money ().
Where both parties are interested in the sale,
however, price-bargaining is permitted.

Coveting and Desiring a mitzvah

Although it is forbidden to desire an esrog,
matza or shofar of another Jew (), there is no
prohibition of &T¢U ai regarding Torah study and
knowledge (7). Thus, it is fully permitted to ask (or
have others use whatever means they can) to gain
admittance to a yeshiva or shiur. Where this may
be deemed inappropriate and unseemly, a
chacham's advice should be sought.

If one is in need of a donation, loan or favor,
which, according to the situation, obligates another
to respond in accordance with the mifzvos of
tzedakah and TéaR¢ GA1€T4, there is no prohibition
against requesting many times, since the purpose is
to get someone to do an act that he is obligated to
do (8). The antidote to this sin is to trust in Hashem's
hashgacha and rely on Him for all of one's needs.
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R' Chaim Soloveitchik (Brisker) ZT"L would say:

"Today, it has become clear that it is impossible to be an ehrlicher Yid without studying mussar. If
someone were pointed out to me as a rzaddik and 1 knew that he had no connection with mussar, I would
know that the description of his righteousness was mistaken."

R' Moshe'le of Rozbadov ZT"L would say:

"Whoever is not afraid of thunder and lightning is either completely and absolutely righteous or else

completely and absolutely evil!"

R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L (Chasam Sofer) would say:

"It is not surprising that Moshe Rabbeinu attained what he did. Had I had a teacher such as his teacher
- Hashem Yisborach - 1, too, would be equal to Moshe. Now, if you wish to understand why I didn't have

the same teacher, the answer is that I am no Moshe Rabbemu
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demanding times of the year, when it seems impossible to keep Shabbos, even then, we are commanded
to observe the holy Shabbos. When one expends all the energy he needs to observe Shabbos, Hashem

will come to his aid, and he will surely succeed."

TORAH GEMS
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At the time of Krias Yam Suf, the entire world
was terrified by the earth-shattering events that
were occurring. There were, in fact, three different
reactions to this great miracle. The world at large
temporarily trembled, but did not show any visible
inclination to come closer to Hashem. The nation
of Amalek reacted by trying to destroy the Jews,
physically and spiritually. Yisro was the only non-
Jew who perceived the true magnitude of the
event, and came from Midyan to join Bnei Yisroel.
What was the secret of Yisro's insight?

R' Yissocher Dov Loriner ZT"L explains:
Yisro remarked to Moshe Rabbeinu, "Now I know
that Hashem is greater than any G-d." Rashi tells
us that there wasn't an idol in the world that Yisro
hadn't served. He was never satisfied with the
status quo, but relentlessly searched for the truth,
realizing that there must be a Creator of the world.
Finally, Hashem enabled him to find the truth. He
perceived the reality of 3T 8808 44T - measure for
measure, in the actions of G-d, as he declared in
discovering this truth, he clung to the Am Hashem
and was blessed eternally. This demonstrates the
principle of dUida 16&E14T E1¢1 A0dg TAaU égdd - The
path on which one wills to go, he is led down it.
Although it may take some time, Hashem
eventually leads a sincere searcher to the proper
path, and he succeeds. It is all dependent upon the
preparation and desire of the person.
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The Torah describes how, in the third month

after being redeemed from slavery in Egypt, Bnei
Yisroel arrived at Har Sinai and prepared
themselves for the great and awesome day in which
they were to receive the Torah. What is unusual is
the wording of the posuk: "In the third month
...they came to the Sinai desert. They traveled from
Refidim and came to the Sinai desert.” Why is their
arrival at Har Sinai heralded - not once - but twice?
R' Shloime Kluger ZT"L gives us a penetrating
insight into the makeup of the Jewish people at that
time, based on the gemara (&1 U3é@d): "In the place
where Ba'alei Teshuva stand, even great tzaddikim
are unable to stand there.” As unbelievable as it
may sound, one who sincerely repents his sins and
dedicates his life to overcoming his past misdeeds,
is rewarded with a merit and standing that the
greatest and most righteous people in the illustrious
history of the Jewish people are unable to attain!
Chazal tell us that Bnei Yisroel sinned in
Refidim; "agata 1T Taédé a0g" - "They softened
their hands (and minds) from the Torah.”
However, they did repent and were thus deemed
worthy of the greatest of treasures: &galia Uid+ -
Accepting the Torah, on Har Sinai.

This, then, is what the posuk is coming to teach
us. "In the third month ... they came to the Sinai
desert” - arriving righteous and worthy of this
treasure. And how did they reach this ultimate
level of purity and exaltation? Only because, "They
traveled from Refidim and came to the Sinai
desert" - when they sinned deeply and in turn, did
a full and thorough repentance, this alone, allowed
them to attain the lofty level of Ba'alei Teshuva,
the highest degree that a mortal can attain. Then,
and only then, "Yisroel camped by the mountain."
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It happened once that a Jewish peasant came to ask for a blessing from the great Rebbe, R' Chaim of
Chernowitz ZT"L. The Rebbe looked sharply at the man and asked, "Tell me, do you keep all the
mitzvos of Shabbos in their entirety?" The farmer averted his eyes and did not reply. Then he burst into
tears. "Rebbe, I rent my farm from a poretz - landlord, who requires me to produce enough food for his
family as well as my own. But during the harvest season, I simply am unable to do so. I don't have even
one minute to spare, and I can't take such a long break by stopping on Shabbos!"

R' Chaim said, "Let me tell you a story. A local landowner once invited his friends to a celebration.
When they had all drank way too much, they began to brag about their Jewish employees. 'My Jewish
tenant is unique. He's as loyal as a good hunting dog,' said one. Another countered, 'No. Mine is
absolutely the best!" Then the host spoke up. 'You may all have good tenants, but my Jew is
unquestionably the most loyal. Why, he would do anything I asked without hesitation. If I asked him to
convert to our religion, he would do so in a minute.' The others began to speak at once. 'That would never
happen. A Jew, no matter how loyal, would never convert because he was asked to do so by his
employer!' they all contended. T will prove it to you! Send for Moshke!' the poretz barked to his servant.

"The Jewish man was soon standing in front of his landlord. 'Moshke, would you do anything I ask of
you?' The frightened Jew was unsure. He just hoped to avoid trouble, and so he nodded his head and
replied, 'Yes, sir.' 'Moshke, I want you to become a Christian right now!' The Jew was shocked, but he
was too frightened to refuse. He needed a livelihood for his family and a roof over their heads. A servant
was dispatched to bring the priest. Before he could think twice, the Jew was baptized.

Later, when the poretz came out of his drunken haze, he felt bad. He apologized, 'Moshke, 1 was
drunk and I didn't mean to offend you. Of course, you may be a Jew once again! ' The poretz was
shocked at Moshke's reaction to his words. He didn't express his relief or gratitude. In fact, he was none
too anxious to resume his former religion. 'Thank you for your offer, but soon the Jewish holiday of
Passover will be celebrated. It is a very costly holiday. So, I was wondering, would you mind if I put off
changing back until after the holiday?"

R' Chaim looked penetratingly at the farmer and asked, "Do you know that the Torah states, 'Six days
shall you work and on the seventh you shall rest. At the time of plowing and harvesting you shall rest.'
Doesn't it seem strange that the Torah adds the words ‘At the time of plowing and harvesting' when it
says that Shabbos must be observed on a weekly basis? The reason is to teach us that even at the most
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