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Sr13: The loss of Nadav and Avihu was a harsh blow, not
only to their family, but to all of Klal Yisroel. The people
were numb with shock but Moshe Rabbeinu understood that
they were meant to be sacrificed on this day due to their
extreme holiness and greatness. He told his brother, “/ knew

that this House was to be sanctified through beloved ones, but
[ thought it would be through me or you. Now I see that they
were greater than I or you.” (Rashi) Aharon accepted these
words because recognized that his sons had transcended their
spirituality and were now in Heaven, where they belonged.
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0219 10 10 o - The Greatest Mltzva
Importance of Learning Aggadah (Aggadata). As we learn
Gemara, we often come across sections of Aggadah (in
Aramaic Aggadata) which contain inspirational stories,
derashos on the posukim of the Torah and important instructions
in human conduct. The great importance of learning Aggadah is
well-documented in the writings of our Sages. On the posuk
" NPT YT 922 MYY" (1) - The Sifri summarizes the ultimate
goal and purpose of learning when it tells us: “If you desire to
know Him who spoke and the world came into being, learn the
Aggadah, for from it you will come to know the Holy One,
blessed be He, and cleave to His ways.”

Sources in Gemara. In Chagiga @), the Gemara explains a
posuk in Yeshaya 3), "on Wwn o0 ond wwn 9" - “All support of
bread and all support of water.” The Gemara states that
“Mishan Lechem” refers to knowing Gemara, and “Mishan
Mayim” refers to knowing Aggadah, which draws a person to
Hashem like running water. In Sota @ the Gemara asks, “What
is our merit of existence in the darkness of the Golus? By saying
the Kedusha of 'W> MY and answering 'm11 v N on the
Kaddish that is said after teaching Aggadah in public.”

Hilchos Talmud Torah. The obligation to learn Aggadah is
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mentioned in Shulchan Aruch HaRav () three times - in
halachos 1, 2 and 9. In the first halacha he mentions the
obligation briefly. In the second halacha, he adds that the mussar
of the Aggadah draws a person closer to Hashem, and most of
the “Chochmas HaKabbalah” (esoteric wisdom of Kabbalah) is
hidden in the Aggados of the Gemara. In the ninth halacha,
when discussing people who have limited time to learn and must
focus on “practical” topics, he writes that Aggadah is called
"wyn PO AN TY" because the inspiration gained from
learning Aggadah improves a person’s conduct in all areas.
Ein Yaakov. Many centuries ago, Chacham Rabbi Yaakov
ibn Chaviv z¢” (and later his son) compiled a sefer called “Ein
Yaakov” which contains all the Aggados of the Gemara in
order, by Masechta. Until recently, the widespread custom was
for Rabbanim to learn this sefer with their Balei Batim often
between Mincha and Maariv, and at other select times. Since
years ago, many working people were unable to learmn halachik
sections of the Gemara, this sefer was a valuable way for them to
absorb much of the mussar of Torah sh’bal Peh. Nowadays, when
Daf Yomi-type shiurim have replaced Ein Yaakov in many
congregations, it is still important not to skip the Aggadah sections
or just skim through them, as they teach valuable “life” lessons.
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Mezeritcher Maggid, R’ Dov Ber of Mezeritch z¢#”’I (Maggid Devarav L’Yaakov) would say:

“'1 999 29pM DN NYYY DN INLNY P2 12 DIY T2 NP IR IX INY - The root of the Hebrew word "' means
‘height’ or ‘elevation.” A Korban Olah is meant to elevate an individual, as does every korban. We learn from here
that if a person truly desires to lift himself up and draw near to Hashem - "n »a% 29pnY - he must sacrifice his own
voluntary will, as our Sages tell us, "8 295 18 502" - ‘Nullify your will before His.”

Apter Rav, R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heshel z¢#”’l (Ohev Yisroel) would say:

“The reason for the minhag to pierce the challos with keys on the Shabbos after Pesach, and for making shapes of keys
on the challos (Shlissel Challah), could be based on the fact that Bnei Yisroel stopped eating the Mann after the initial
conquest of the Holy Land, after the Omer offering was offered on the Second Day of Pesach, as it says, “And on the
morrow of the Pesach they ate from the old produce of the Land,” (Yehoshua 5:11). Chazal tell us, “On the day after
Pesach they ate, but until then they did not eat.” (Kiddushin 37b) This means that this was the time when Bnei Yisroel
began to eat from the produce of the Land, and they needed parnassa for the first time, as until now they had the Mann. It
is known that everything has a gate in heaven, and we pray that Hashem should open up the gates of parnassa. This is where
the minhag arose to make the shape of a key on the challos, to hint that Hashem should open the gates of parnassa for us.”
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The day of Chanukas HaMishkan - the inauguration of the Mishkan, the holy Sanctuary, was one of great joy and
happiness. In fact, the Gemara (» n>»n) teaches that the day of Chanukas HaMishkan was as joyous for the Almighty as
the day He created Heaven and Earth. It says: "»nwin ov21 >0’ - “And it was on the eighth day,” and it says > 217y ™"
"2 - “And it was night and it was day.” The terminology of the word """ both by the creation of the world and the
inauguration of the Mishkan symbolizes the great celebration that was prevalent by both. Yet, at the same time, the word
"m" normally denotes 9y¥ - pain and suffering, as our Sages have taught in many places. Why, then, is the word ™"
employed here to correlate joy? The answer is that on this day, the two holy sons of Aharon Hakohen, Nadav and Avihu,
were killed in a demonstrative way by the Hand of Hashem. This caused Aharon and the Nation much pain and anguish
for they did not understand why such a joyful day needed to be marred by this great loss. The word "m" exemplifies this
pain and lack of clarity. We do not always understand why Heaven acts the way it does, but we nevertheless believe with a
pure heart full of faith that there is a purpose for everything and all that Hashem does is for the good.

Around the turn of the twentieth century, a man by the name of Yehudah Fetaya lived in Iraq. He was a simple Jew who
was blessed with a wife and young son. He dreamed of visiting the Holy Land and when he was able to make his dream into a
reality, he took his son along with him. When he arrived, he was awed by the spirituality of the Land, the purity of the
residents and the longing for the ultimate redemption. He made an effort to visit many of the great Rabbanim living there.

Arriving in Jerusalem, Yehudah Fetaya made a point of visiting the great Chacham Rabbeinu Avraham Chaim Ades
zt”l. With great trepidation, he entered the Chacham’s house, leading his young son in together with him. He spent a few
short minutes speaking with the great Chacham and then brought forth his son. However, instead of behaving well, the
youngster displayed a marked lack of respect for both his father and their illustrious host.

Ashamed and furious, the father turned to his son and slapped him on the face. Though corporal punishment was
common at this time, R> Avraham Chaim turned to the father and said, “Enough! Don’t add to the boy’s suffering.”

Yehudah was confused. What suffering? The boy was perfectly fine; all he needed was some strong discipline. Having
angrily sent his son out of the room, Yehudah asked the Chacham to explain his cryptic words.

“It is difficult to explain,” said R> Avraham Chaim, “but your child is a 91 (reincarnated soul) of a schoolteacher who
used to hit his students without mercy. His anger brought about a terrible reaction and when he died, the Heavenly
Tribunal decided that he must return to this world to suffer for the pain he inflicted on others and to purify his soul!”

Strange words, and a stranger concept, but Yehudah accepted them without question. They were to stand him in good
stead in the next few difficult months.

The father and the son returned to Iraq, and soon the boy grew very sick. In intense pain, he turned to his father. “I'm
not even bar mitzvah,” he whispered. “Why am I made to suffer like this?”

Yehudah was silent. He remembered R’ Avraham Chaim’s words and wondered if he should share them with his son.
Looking at the boy’s strained, anxious face, he made his decision, and told his son all that R* Avraham Chaim had said,

At first, he didn’t understand but the boy was smart and as soon as he realized what was happening, the pain in the boy’s

eyes seemed to lighten. “In that case,” he said to his father bravely, “I need a tikkun for my neshama.”
With copious tears pouring down both their cheeks, Yehudah recited the special prayer for a tikkun (rectification), and
then concluded with the Viduy, the final confession, together with his son. A look of peace descended on the suffering

youngster’s face, and he returned his soul - purified - to hi
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Swn: The sudden death of a Yungerman two months before

Pesach, left his bereaved widow and four young children in a
terrible state of despair. The community tried hard to help
them put their lives together after their terrible ordeal.

During a trip to the shoe store a week before Yom Tov, the
salesman, who knew the sad situation, went to the back of
the store. He came out with a very special treat. He slowly
handed each child a large, helium-filled, mylar balloon.

He started with the youngest. “One for Tzippy, one for
Dovi, one for Leah, one for Shimmy,” Then, with a smile he
turned and said, “‘and one for Mommy.”

Avraham Chaim, used to tell this story over to comfort mourners after, the passing of youn

AT 2T 122

s Maker. For many years, Rabbeinu Yaakov Ades, son of R’
eople.
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As the children were cherishing their shiny balloons, Leah
walked out of the store. She opened the door and confidently
let go of her beautiful balloon. Both her mother and the
salesman watched in shock as the balloon floated skyward.
“Why did you do that?” asked the salesman. “Leah, one
should not throw away a gift, especially in front of the person
who gave it!” Five-year-old Leah ignored the salesman’s
protests as she watched the mylar balloon float away until it
was the tiny image of a silver coin floating like a feather.
She turned to her mother and explained her actions. With
tears swelling in her eyes she said, “But Tatty didn’t get one.”
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Most animals do not have any simanim. Only four animals have one kosher sign while lacking the other. Chazal tell us why
the Torah stresses that they have only one kosher sign - it is a lesson in chinuch. One must first note a positive aspect before
criticizing a negative attribute. When a father must punish a child for misbehavior, he should not immediately criticize the
child. He should first mention a good attribute of the child and then present the problem. This is a lesson we can learn from
the way the Torah describes the non-kosher status of the four animals that have only one siman. The Torah first presents the
positive aspect of the camel, by specifying that it chews its cud, and then describes that it is not kosher because its hooves are
not split. By the Chazer (pig) the opposite is true - its hooves are split but it is not kosher because it doesn’t chew its cud.

R’ Avraham Pam z#’] recalls a story where a prominent Rav, a father of one of his Talmidim, was told that despite his
son’s intellect, he wasn’t doing as well as he could. Upon hearing this, the father asked to call in his son to discuss it. R’ Pam
immediately regretted telling the father, nervously awaiting the man’s reaction. When the father arrived, he called over his son
and said, “Your Rebbi just told me how well you're doing, but if you tried harder you could be an excellent student!” The boy’s
face lit up. After this meeting there was a marked improvement and he developed into an excellent student. Had the father
sharply criticized the boy in front of his Rebbi, the talmid might have become angry at his father and at his Rebbi, and very
little would have been accomplished. Instead, the father’s wise mussar built up the boy’s self-esteem for himself and his
Rebbi, while at the same time communicating the need for improvement. From this, we can learn the proper method of good
criticism as an art that can be applied. Harsh criticism rarely works and is sometimes counterproductive. When criticism is
given in a positive way it can be a means of great improvement both in middos and avodas Hashem. May we always consider

a child’s feelings while criticizing him for his behavior - just as the Torah first presents a positive aspect before a negative.
DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH R’ Meir Simcha of Dvinsk z£”’I (Meshech Chochma)

(33-1) TP PN 172 INEM TP SIN ON 1IN s N writes that Moshe was on a higher level than the people. He

After the Jews sinned with the golden calf, they were
looking for a sign of forgiveness from Hashem. They
donated to the Mishkan with all their heart and built it with
devotion. Moshe informed them that a sign from heaven
would appear symbolizing Hashem’s acceptance of their
repentance. However, in the seven days that Moshe erected
the mishkan daily, performed the service, and then
disassembled it in the evening, not one sign appeared. As a
result, the nation began to fear that Hashem would never
forgive them for their sin. This explains Aharon’s hesitation.
He felt that if Moshe couldn’t bring down a heavenly fire,
then he certainly couldn’t since he made the golden calf! But
what about Moshe? He did he do the service for seven days

knew that Hashem would never forsake His people. Although
he saw no sign of progress, he was still fully confident that
Hashem would not let them down. For seven straight days, all
the Jews, men, women and children gathered. Moshe did the
service and at the completion of his work, nothing happened.
They all went home dejected but Moshe returned the next day
and so did the people. This continued day after day for an
entire week, until the eighth day. The people might have been
frustrated but Moshe was confident! It wasn’t just the service
and sacrifices that delivered the sign. Rather, it was the trust
in Hashem and the courage to continue which would bring
down the fire. Moshe was committed to the cause even
though he saw no immediate results. It was his perseverance

in trusting Hashem that created the miracle.
FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF

with no response. Did he fail in his mission?
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In this week’s parsha, we come to the midpoint of the entire Torah according to letters. The le letter 1s a large Vav
(m17") and the middle word is "pny" (stomach), as the posuk is telling us that one may not eat a snake which crawls on it’s
stomach. The Bais Yisroel of Ger points out the lesson to be learned here. One who has learned half of the Torah might
become haughty and feel that he deserves praise and honor for his great accomplishment. This is why the letter Vayv is large
because it is natural for one to feel “large” after such a feat. But the message of the posuk teaches us otherwise. One should
realize that he is like a tiny crawling creature. He hasn’t even scratched the surface of Torah, he hasn’t gotten off the ground!

One may take pride in his accomplishments but not to the point that he becomes haughty. Accomplishments are meant to
instill in us the feeling that we can do even more! Humility is the key to all spiritual growth since all good middos come from
humility. Arrogance and haughtiness is man’s downfall, as the »»Tpn wr (first snake) showed us that trying to outsmart
Hashem is futile and in the end, you’ll just end up crawling on your stomach! R’ Noach Weinberg z¢’l says that when one
comes up with a brilliant chiddush in Torah, or any accomplishment that one achieves, it is so easy and natural to feel haughty.
How does one remain humble in the face of success? He says, “Take the PLEASURE but don’t take the CREDIT!” Hashem
wants us to enjoy the good feeling we get when we do something good, but don’t think that anyone owes you anything for
what you have done; if anything you owe Hashem a great deal of appreciation for giving you the opportunity and the ability to
accomplish. Be humbled by the fact that if you see that you can succeed, then surely Hashem expects from you great things.
"NINY 72290 THNYD NI PNN DX N3N ANNNTHY ON” - Don’t take the credit for yourself - THIS is what you were created for!




