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eye and tersely replied, “People? There were no people!”

Sr193: Korach’s dream was to be the leader of the Nation,
and his 250 “associates” would carry out his every demand.
He instigated a rebellion that almost tore apart the very fabric
of Klal Yisroel, asking people to take sides and choose for
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themselves who they would rather have in power. But his
arrogance caught up to him and instead of ruling his people,
the earth swallowed him up, as well as his people. Now,
instead of honor, respect and the adoration of sinful people,
he was d(;,ad and (after the fire) there were no people left!
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their terminology. The Torah commands us to give the land of
Eretz Yisroel a rest every seventh year (1). This means that no
plowing or planting can be done. The Rabanan prohibited a
number of other actions that help the produce improve, including
fertilizing, cutting away warts, decay, dried branches, watering,
building plant shelters, weeding and covering exposed areas ().
Treating Sanctified Shmittah Produce. Produce that grows by
itself, e.g. from trees that don’t need planting every year or seeds
that fell to the ground (sometimes these are prohibited as will be
explained), has a sanctity that requires the owner to leave it in the
field for anyone to take, and requires those who take the produce
to treat it with special consideration. Therefore, it cannot be:

1) wasted or destroyed while still usable,
2) sold for profit, in a business-like manner,
3) picked off the ground or tree in the usual manner.

‘When a special time called "ya yav” (time of removal) comes,
it must be removed from the house and left sefker (abandoned) for
all. This is usually during the eighth year. These halachos are
relevant to Shmittah produce that was brought to Chutz L’aretz.
Spreading of Shmittah Sanctity. The kedusha (sanctity) that is
on Shmittah produce can spread to money or other articles that
are exchanged for them. For example, if one bought a Shmittah
pepper, the money also has Shmittah sanctity. If one bought meat
Produce: Prohibitions That Cause Growth. To understand with that money the sanctity goes off the money and onto the
these topics, we must become familiar with certain halachos and — meat. The original Shmittah pepper always retains its sanctity.
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R’ Naftoli Hurvitz of Ropshitz ZT”’L (Zera Kodesh) would say:

“‘Korach, the son of Yitzhar, the son of Kehos, the son of Levi, separated himself, with Dasan and Aviram, sons
of Eliav, and On, son of Peles, the offspring of Reuven.’ The lineage of Korach and his cohorts is mentioned in the
posuk. In truth, a distinguished lineage is meaningful only when it brings a person to feel humbled in the face of his
illustrious ancestors. Unfortunately, however, it sometimes has the opposite effect, resulting in baseless pride and
arrogance. Korach is a prime example of the latter; too much self-esteem allowed him to rebel against Moshe.”

R’ Boruch Halberstam of Gorlitz ZT”’L (quoted in sefer Ateres Chaim) would say:

“Rashi says, ‘Korach was a wise person, so what did he see that made him act so foolishly? His eye (WY) caused
him to stray.’ There is a famous teaching of the Rebbe, R’ Zisha ZT”’L that every person is given two eyes - one to
see the greatness of Hashem and the other to see his own lowliness. A person must use both his eyes in the service of
Hashem. The error of Korach was that "nyvn Wy’ - he only considered ‘one eye’ - that of observing the greatness of
Hashem. He never bothered to consider the other ‘eye’ - that of observing his own lowliness.”

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"nomwn 927 MY - Selected Halachos of Shmittah (1)
Introduction. The calendar continues to turn and B’ezras
Hashem, we have now entered the month of Tammuz. It is also
the final quarter of this Shmittah year and it is appropriate, as
well as imperative, to become familiar with the halachos that are
and will be relevant for those people living outside Eretz Yisroel
(Diaspora). For the Bnei Eretz Yisroel, these halachos have been
relevant for the whole year and even in the preparatory period
before the year began. (We will bl”n return to the P '

"wyTp series after finishing the halachos of Shmittah.)

Three Sets of Halachos Relevant Outside Eretz Yisroel. For

people in Chutz L’aretz, these halachos are, for the most part,

beginning now and can be divided into three sections:

1) Halachos of Israeli produce that was exported to other
countries, coming from farms in Israel whose owners did not
keep Shmittah. This includes food and possibly flowers.

2) Arba Minim - Esrog, Lulav, Hadas, etc. which we use on
Sukkos. Some people avoid any questions that may arise by
using Arba Minim from other countries. However, some
Gedolim feel that one should still use those from Eretz
Yisroel, and do so within the framework of halacha.

3) Laws of Shmittas Kesafim (cancellation of debts) and the
way to avoid this by writing a Pruzbul.

A Wise Man would say:
“Hard work beats talent when talent d;)egn’t work hard.” smnﬁm;iﬁb‘::d s
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On any given Shabbat, the Rishon L’Tziyon and Chief Rabbi of Israel, Chacham Ovadia Yosef ZT”’L, would
deliver up to seven shiurim in various Batei Midrashim. He would walk from one synagogue to another, intent on giving
the public the merit of Torah learning and a diverse crowd drank in his words thirstily. After one of Chacham Ovadia’s
impressive lectures, Chacham Avraham Harari-Raful ZT”’L (one of the rabbis of Yeshivat Porat Yosef and an elderly
Syrian rabbi) said with his sweet humor, “The name 'm72y' is an acronym for 'N9» w4 ¥y Y92’ (Bli ayin hara, he speaks
well).” A different time, Chacham Raful said, “The words '0»na y1¥ ¥ (Paradise on Earth) have the same numerical value
as ‘Ovadia Yosef.” (247) Whoever listens to Chacham Ovadia’s lectures experiences paradise on earth.” In fact, listening
to Chacham Ovadia might have postponed ‘“Paradise” for those who were listening to him on one fateful Friday night.

It happened in 1965 (5725), when Chacham Ovadia was delivering his usual lecture in the downstairs hall of Yeshivat
Porat Yosef. It was a wondrous sight: the room was packed, including the hallways, doorways and window sills. Inside,
Torah was being delivered as at Sinai: halacha and agadah, together with parables and riddles to sweeten the Torah for all
those who thirstily drank in the brilliant words of the Chacham. That Friday night, he was talking about how a person’s limbs
serve to protect him: “The head is the most important limb of all, as the head is the seat of wisdom. The proof to this is that
when a person is about to hit his head, he instinctively raises his arms to protect his head. His arms can also be damaged
but because a person’s main life-force is in his head, he would allow himself to be hit on his arms and not on his head.”

Suddenly, as he was saying these very words, a series of loud noises were heard outside. People became scared as they
thought they were hearing gunshots, but the noises started getting louder and louder. It wasn’t coming from outside the
building - it was coming from the top floor of the yeshivah building which had become unstable and began to collapse
onto itself! As the roof caved in on the top floor, huge boulders began falling down on either side of the building. The
noise became deafening and all the men inside the Bet Midrash were frozen with fear. If the building collapsed, there was
no place for them to escape to! A number of individuals ran into the adjoining kitchen area, but who knew if it was any
safer there? Perhaps the entire building was falling and they would be buried alive! The noise level had reached such a
crescendo that it was impossible to hear a thing. Chacham Ovadia had stopped talking as the noise level rose and now he
stood in his place, white with apprehension, until the boulders stopped falling and everyone was able to run outside.

Incredibly, no one was hurt - there was no one in the street! The very fact that it happened during his lecture and not before
or after was an outright miracle, for who knows what might have happened if everyone was not gathered inside. In 1949, after
the conclusion of the War of Independence, when the Arabs ransacked the Old City of Jerusalem and destroyed, among other
places, the building of Yeshivat Porat Yosef, a new home was established for the yeshivah in the Geula neighborhood, at the
corner of Malchei Yisrael and Yosef Ben Matityahu Streets. This happened to be next door to the renowned Beis Medrash of
the Gerrer Chassidim. At any given time, there were dozens upon dozens of Gerrer Chassidim as well as Sephardic
students of Porat Yosef in the narrow alleyway between the two buildings. However, when the building collapsed on
Friday night, a throng of chassidim had just gone inside to await the tish of their Rebbe, the Beis Yisroel, while all the
Sephardic students were inside their Bet Midrash listening to the shiur of Chacham Ovadia. Additionally, there were
usually some students of Porat Yosef who learned in the upper hall on Friday night. That night, though, they went to study
in a nearby study hall. Had they been in the upper study hall they would have found themselves in mortal danger.

The municipality ordered the building closed. Chacham Ovadia’s Friday night lecture was transferred to the lower

level of the the Gerrer Beis Medrash, at the behest of the Gerrer Rebbe, who appreciated and showed Chacham Ovadia
much love. The miracle was attributed to the shiurim of Chacham Ovadia, who dedicated himself selflessly to the public
for the sake of Heaven. The Torah saves and protects (X3 nVD), and 'in its merit, Hashem did not allow harm to befall

anyone there.
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S5w: An anti-Semitic priest once met a rabbi in the street
and with a sinister smile remarked, “What a coincidence!
Just last night, I dreamed I was in Jewish heaven. The streets
were filled with Jews. Children with dirty faces, shirts
untucked, clothes unpressed, playing in the dirt. Women
were haggling with fish-vendors, as Jewish beggars tried to
interrupt, asking for handouts. And of course,” the minister
added with a vicious laugh, “rabbis were running back and
forth with large Talmudic volumes tucked under their arms!”

The rabbi pursed his lips and then replied, “That is truly

amazing. You see, I dreamed last night that I was in
Episcopalian heaven.” “Really?” the minister asked. “And
pray tell me what was it like in Episcopalian heaven?”

“It was magnificent,” the rabbi smiled. “The streets shone
as if they had recently been washed. The homes were lined up
just right, each with a small garden, beautiful flowers and a
perfectly manicured lawn. The buildings were all freshly
painted, and they sparkled in the gleaming sunlight!”

The minister beamed. “And what about the people?” he
questioned. The rabbi smiled, looked the minister right in the
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I was once sitting at a sheva brachos with a Rosh Yeshivah who was asked to say a few words. When he arose to speak he said,
“Rabbosai, it is difficult to speak about Parshas Korach at a sheva brachos as it is full of machlokes - not a good lesson for a
chosson and kallah.” He then went on to speak about lighting the Menorah (from Parshas Behaloscha) and how it can illuminate
a young couple’s home, etc. When he finished speaking, the Baal Simcha asked me to say a few words. I began as follows:

“Rosh Yeshivah, please forgive me, but I beg to differ with your opinion. I"d like to say that the best lesson for a new couple
can be learned from Parshas Korach. There is a famous novel called ‘A Tale Of Two Cities.” L’havdil, in this parsha, there is
‘A Tale of Two Wives.” Shlomo Hamelech writes in Mishlei, "onn 1 now ,nma nnx oy nnon' Chazal tell us: nnony
™IP SW INUNR 1 NN N OV INUN w 0. Korach and On were partners but On was saved and Korach was killed. Why? On’s
wife said to him, “Why are you with Korach? Even if he wins, you will only be his talmid. I'd rather you remain the falmid of
Moshe Rabbeinu!” The Daas Zekainim says that she gave him wine, put him to sleep, sat on the steps and uncovered her hair.
When Korach’s people came to get him, they saw her and moved on. On’s wife was a true Y720 Y because by being his
Y12’ and sticking to her opposite opinion, she was his “»y' - the one who saved him. Korach, on the other hand, had a wife
who destroyed him. She told him, ‘Korach, you are a nobody. Look at Moshe. He is a king, his brother is the Kohen Gadol.
Do something with your life.” She was the opposite of an Y702 vy and she got him killed! Look at the difference a wife can
make in life! Each husband and wife can be the GPS who leads the other on the proper derech ... but sometimes one needs to
tell the other, ‘Recalculate!” in order to build a home of Torah. So you see, ‘A Tale of Two Wives’ is a Tale of Two Men!”

DRUSH V’CHIDDuSH we not have a golden rule that claims: "ma ™M ©37y SNW» 99"

(32-12) "I BIPN TP 50 ) RBAY NN 2N - “Every Jew is a guarantor for his fellow Jew”? In other

As the rebellion of Korach and his cohorts accelerated,
Hashem informed Moshe that He intends to destroy the
entire congregation of Klal Yisroel. In response, Moshe and
Aharon fell on their faces and implored the Almighty saying,
“Hashem, the G-d of all spirits, if one man sins, shall You be
angry with the entire congregation?” Rashi explains their
words: “Hashem, You are not like earthly beings. A mortal
king against whom part of his country transgresses does not
know who the sinner is, and when he is angry, he metes out
punishment upon them all. But as for You, Hashem, all
thoughts are revealed before You, and You know who the
sinner is.” To this argument, Hashem responded and said,
“You have spoken well. I know and will make known who
sinned and who did not sin.” (Medrash Tanchuma)

One must understand the rationality of this argument: do
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words, what happens to one Jew affects all Jews and they
cannot be separated. It would seem that this rule is not
arbitrary; it applies both for good and for bad. If so, then how
can Moshe and Aharon implore Hashem to only pick out the
sinners from the Jewish people, and leave the rest alone?

R’ Elya Meir Bloch ZT”L answers that this rule is in
place for one reason, and one reason only: to increase the
honor of Hashem in the world. When one Jew looks out for
his fellow, takes his friend’s troubles upon himself, makes
himself a guarantor for another Jew, he is uplifting the Name
of Hashem in the world, and everyone - including the gentiles
- cannot help but admire and revere this trait. But if this rule
will lead to the entire Nation being wiped out, then what good
does it do and how can this lead to Kavod Shamayim? To
this, Hashem responded: “Moshe, you have spoken well!”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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What a shame, what happened to Korach! Korach had it all. He was from an illustrious family, he was a great Torah
scholar, he was wealthy, dynamic and looked up to. But it wasn’t enough: he turned his gains into pains! The wicked Haman
was no different. He, too, had it all. He was rich, powerful and respected by the King. He had the entire world bowing down to
him - everyone, that is, except for one Jew named Mordechai. What did Haman say? "5 mw W m 52" - “Everything I have
is worthless,” if I don’t have the ONE thing that I want. Haman did not see that everyone else was bowing down to him; all
he saw was that Mordechai was NOT! Very often this kind of behavior stems from "nxp" (jealousy), "mnn” (lust) and "122"
(honor). These three negative traits are so terrible that they can cause a person to not only go out of his mind, but even go
out of his world! In other words, the person does not even see all the good things in his life and in the world around him.

Perhaps, though, the underlying root of all three issues is really one, and we can suggest a simple and practical solution for
all three. There is a well-known segula of saying Perek Shira. It is a beautiful tefilla that quotes posukim, from all over Tanach,
which are proclaimed by the animals, the birds, fish and the entire creation including the sky, earth, and everything in it. Each
creation sings a song of praise to Hashem with it’s own unique verse. Why is this so effective? What is it all about? R’ Gamliel
Rabinowitz Shlit’a explains that it is about APPRECIATION. It is to think to oneself, “The mountains and oceans are praising
Hashem - am 1? What is MY special shira, MY unique gratitude to Hashem for all that He has given me?”” The segula is not in
Perek Shira; the segula is in the heightened awareness of hakaras hatov, gratitude and appreciation to Hashem for what we
have - not focusing on the things that we don’t! The greatest way to truly be “in this world” is by working on appreciation.




