
     tvc exug kucnv rus habt uvutrha hsf 'vz ihbcc ujhryv vnk h"ar
thcvk v"cev sh,g ovk rnut tuvu lk ,tz vn u,ut ihktuau vba f"e
ostv lhrm lht ',urusk sunhk vzc ah vbv /ucuah hkut okugk kucn
jehk lhrm 'okugc tuv gnuaa ut tuv vtura rcs kfa 'okugc ,uhjk
vtura 'ost kf kmt ov ouh kfc ohagnu 'vagnk sunkk rxun vzn
k"jr ohtura vn iudfu 'ouh kf vthrcc ohagba ohaushj hbhn kf uhbhgc
rme inz lu,u 'vkjn vzht kcen tuv out,p thrc ost ic rhvc ouhca
vza ibuc,vk lhrm 'vzf rcs vturv htsuua 'okugv in okgbu rypb tuv
,jek shn lhrm 'vzf rcs vtur ut gnuaa ogp kfcu 'rxun ubhsnkk tc

/u,,hn hbpk sjt ouh ruzjk ehpxvku 'vcua, ,uagk tucku 'rxun vzn
kfu 'ann sj vgrts tbsx ann tuv okugv kfa 'ubhbnzc yrpcu    
,tz ohgsuh rcf sckc ,ues vnf lu, 'okugv kfc vruea ,uasjv
kf ubk ohrpxn obhjc tka ,gsk ohfhrm lfku 'upux sgu okugv ;uxn
rcs kfu 'v"huv ,crhe er ,egum vthrcv kfa 'okugca ,uasjv

 /okugc vasj ,uekt hukhd vzht ,ukdk tc 'okugc vruea
ohznur ohngp vcrva 'ohausev ohrpxc vcrv ,tz rtucna unfu     

sunhk vzht ukt ohznrc usnkk ohmuru 'trucv kt cre,vk ost kfk
rurhcc ,gsku ',hyrp vjdavcu vbuntc ,uhjk ostv lhrmu 'vsucgc
lhrm tuva er 'uhkt ukt ,uasju vzv vagn ghdn obhjc tka 'ann
,uasj hbhn kfc ',gsk lhrm tuv vz sunhku /vagnk rcs vzht vzn sunkk
ut 'u,khvek vz lhhaa ihcu 'ann uhkt rcsv lhha ot ihc 'okugc gnuaa
tc gnaa vz rcsa 'ukuf okugv kf ka ,uasjv kf ukhptu 'umrtku urhgk
vz ',tz tuv gna ut vtra tuv ota ,gsk tuv lhrmu 'uhkt sjuhnc
ota /trucv ,sucgk urrugk tuvu 'ukhcac sjuhn ihbg ah vz rcsca inhx
unfu 'vkgnk vezj vghc, vz kg uhkg vhvh 'sunhk vzht vzn jeh tk
ohfhrm 'okugc rcs vzht ohtur ota 'ohkdrnv kg itf vhva ohtura
,sucgc lrs vzn ,jek ut 'uhkt lhhav rxun rcs vzn jehku ibuc,vk
trehvk kufhu 'uhkg kusd durye vzn ,tmk kufh 'lf vagh tk otu 'oav

  /vz kfn rxun jeuk tka vn kg eru 'itf ohkdrnv unf 'gar oac od
tkt 'vru,vnu rxun hrpxn er tku 'kusd rxunu sunhk vzc aha tmnbu    
er tuv 'okugc ohgnuau ohtura vn kfa 'okugc vruea rcs kfn
/okugc oav ,t sucgk jehb ubnn gnuaa rcs kfnu 'rxun ,jek tucba

k  orct kg jr, ibuk,va ',n uhct h"ga-uhct jr, hbp kg" 'h"ar c,
cauh irvu atv iacfk ufhkavu uhnkm ,t ,,hfa kg surnb hbpk ubc
kmhbafu /ukan hbt jmub surnb otu ukan hbt jmub orct ot uckc rnutu
hbt orct kan irv ovk rnt 'v,t hn kan irvk uk urnt 'orct
ouenva) '"ohsaf wat iuaknw-rut 'uvzu ;rabu atv iacfk uvufhkav
rtucna 'ubhhvu /([i"cnr] atv iacfn ovrct ,kmv xb rucgc if treb

 /wvc u,bunt ignk ubhct ovrct ka uapb ,urhxn ,usut vz euxpc
'ovrct ka u,kgn ub,ut ghsuh vzv cu,fv" 'whhjc ubhcrw c,f z"pgu    
hutr vhv 'vzv cu,fv znr tknktu 'w,h wv ,bunt kg v,hnk unmg rxna
kt wv rnthu ztu uh,ushnu u,dvbvu ovrct ka u,kgn vkhj, ubghsuvk
'tuv hn vkhj, ubghsuv tku 'ostk w,h wv ruchs ,uhvk if,h lht hf 'orct
vkhj, ubghsuva sg jbk ohvkt rnthu ruchsv uhkt tc tk jbc hrva
kg ,usgvu vzv w,fc znrv tc f"gu /ohn, ehsm aht vhva uh,ushn
/"ung rcsn vbhfav vhvha hutr vhv uhkga 'ohsaf rutc 'ovrct ,kgn

b"hxnu v"ut ka ,czufv o,buntk ubhct ovrct ka uz ,usdb,v vbvu    
 

w-vuubgv ,shnc vbufbv u,uan,av jfn uhv vz ignkghbfva unmg ,t
hrndkw-vuutdv ,shncu 'wv ,j, onur,vaka ,czufv o,bunt sdb 

 ,unutvsdb,vu 'vk rcd,vu/wvc u,bunt ignk uhhj rxnu ',uhjk ubumr kg 
 'uz apb ,urhxnk unrda vkt ,ushn oda ';hxuvk ahu     ohznrb c,thre

oa ouenv rutvzu 'atv iacfn ubhct ovrct ,kmv xb rucgc ohsaf 
vauka kkuf rut iuak hf gs" 'whhjc ubhcrw c,fu lhanva vn hp kg

 /atu rvu vgec 'ohbhhbgvgechf '(wj 't"h vhgah) hbugpm ,rutn iuakn 
tuvu 'engv tuv vgecvu 'vrutn hbugpmv ka eungv uruj treh cu,fv

 /ohsaf ,gecc rnt ukhtfrv'(u"y 's"f oa) wv uscf ohrutc iuakn '
oa ihthanu oa ihehksna oa kg 'ohrut ohvucdv ohrvv treu
atr tuv ouh vzht ubhhvw-ohasjv ghsuvk hsf 'rv kt rvn ,utuan
uhv vbuatrc" '[:c"f] v"r trndc t,htsfu) 'sjt ouhc 'ejrnc wasuj

/"ohsaf rv rnt ukhtf tuvu '("wufu ,utuan ihthan
,shn kg vrunu 'vkpa thva vgec ',kkfb wrutw ,buufca 'ubhhvu    
   /,unnur,vvu vuutdv ,shn kg vrunu 'vucd tuva rvu ',ukpavu vuubgv
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The Mahara’l, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”L (Netzach Yisroel) would say:

     “After the Torah describes the harrowing events of the Mabul; the incessant rain, the destruction of all living

creatures, the receding waters, Noach’s attempt to determine if the land is habitable, etc., the Torah concludes the

entire affair with the words w.rtv vachw - ‘the land (finally) became dry.’ The numerical value of these two seemingly

redundant words adds up to 613, which teaches us that in the merit of the 613 commandments that will be given to

Bnei Yisroel in the future, the world was finally dry - and ready to be lived in again.”
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The world had become a treacherous place during the

times of Noach. It was filled with anarchy, deceit, theft, and

all sort of licentiousness and hedonism; a wanton abandon of

any semblance of modesty and chastity. It wasn’t just the

     

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (29)

Honest Money. This week in Parshas Noach, we learn an

important lesson, which has much to do with meriting good

parnassa and not losing the money that one already has. Chazal

teach us that even though the generation of Noach was guilty of

many crimes, the final decision of Hashem to totally destroy

these wicked people came about because of the monetary crimes

that they were guilty of committing on a consistent basis. 

How Should One Act to Merit Wealth? This question is one

that has been asked for generations. The answer is that one

should conduct his business dealings in a faithful and honest

manner and daven to Hashem to allow him to succeed in his

earnings (1). On the same note the Shulchan Aruch (2) writes

that a worker should do his job faithfully, for that is what made

Yaakov Avinu wealthy when he worked for Lavan. Furthermore,

in Meseches Derech Eretz (3) it says: “If you take things that you

are not entitled to, what you have will be taken away from you.” 

    Even wealth gained from cheating gentiles will not last. This

is awesomely true as we find in the words of the Be’er Hagolah:

“I am writing the following for generations to know. I have seen

some people ‘get rich’ by cheating gentiles, but it did not last.

They lost it all and left over nothing worthwhile.” (4)

  

people; even the animals acted in unnatural ways toward

other species. Such a world had no respect for the sanctity

of life and the fabric that holds a society together. They had

no reason for living and were thus destroyed.

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

Mixing Honest and Dishonest Money. Even when a person

earns money honestly, this too can be lost due to the dishonest

money that is contained in the “same wallet.” This is stated

clearly by the holy Chofetz Chaim ZT”L (5), and is based on a

Gemara in Kesubos (6). The Chida in his Sefer Bris Olam on

Sefer Chasidim (7) says that even if one gives much charity and

does many acts of kindness with his money, any wealth that

came to him through dishonest dealings will not last.

Examples and Halachos. Even though it is impossible in this

format to go through each and every one of the monetary halachos

in Choshen Mishpat, it is still worthwhile to list some of the

common cases of dishonest and “non-kosher” money, whether

intentional or through negligence. This will help us avoid pitfalls

that can bring about financial losses, and at the same time, aid us

to do the proper acts that open the gates of good parnassa.

For example, it is prohibited to:

Take or use an item without permission of the owner, even if

he knows that if he would ask, the owner would surely give

his permission.

Steal even from a minor, even for a joke.

To hold a borrowed item or a sefer longer than the allotted

time that was originally made up. (To be continued)

1)

2)

3)
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R’ Aryeh Leib Tzintz of Plotzk ZT”L (Melo Haomer) would say:

     “Chazal tell us (s-zh r"ehu): “The Master of Mercy (Hashem) does not go after the soul (of a sinner to kill him)

first. First, he punishes a person by ‘attacking’ his possessions and if this does not help, only then will he ‘attack’

the person.’ Based on this Medrash, why did Hashem immediately wipe out the Dor HaMabul, and not first punish

them through their belongings? The answer is that Hashem ‘goes after’ one’s possessions when they actually belong

to him. But as we know the Dor HaMabul was steeped in wkzdw (thievery) and thus, no item truly belonged to its

holder. As a result, Hashem could not attack their possessions first and thus destroyed them outright!”

A Wise Man would say:

     “Never be afraid to try something new. Remember, an amateur builder built the ark, professionals built the Titanic.”
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        ....................    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    llllrrrr    eeeexxxxaaaabbbb    mmmmiiiinnnnddddeeee((((hhhhiiii----ffff))))
     As I am still “on a high” from the glorious Yom Tov of Sukkos and now have to write a shtickel Torah about Parshas

Noach, I was struck by a most fascinating idea that connects the two. When we think of Noach, we immediately focus on
the Mabul, the raging waters with such destructive power that they destroyed the entire world! A tornado, hurricane and
tsunami put together, do not come close to the terror and havoc that resulted from the "jb hn" - the waters of Noach. 
    Sukkos is a time of utilizing water for tremendous simcha. The celebration of the ohnv luxhb - pouring water on the
mizbeach, was symbolic of the abundance of beracha that we hope and pray Hashem will shower upon us throughout the
year. The joy was palpable when the water was being spilled on the mizbeach and everyone present felt the great power of

water and all that it represents. Water is life sustaining and fills us with joy when it symbolizes the abundance of Hashem's

blessing. However, water can also be so devastating and damaging that it can destroy the entire world. 
     A Jew can be compared to water. Every Jew has the power to pour blessings and joy upon the world or chas v'shalom

demolish and destroy the world around him. It all depends on how he chooses to use his gifts of speech and action. 
     At the conclusion of Chag HaSukkos, we recite the special prayer for rain. We ask Hashem that the water that will fall from
Heaven should be a blessing and not a curse; bring life and not death; sustain us and not impoverish us. Let each and every

one of us - with our free choice - make sure to shower the world and the people in our lives with blessings and kindness.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    qqqqnnnngggg    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    ̀̀̀̀ llllnnnnzzzzeeee    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀dddd    iiiippppttttllll    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    zzzzggggyyyyzzzzeeee((((`̀̀̀iiii----eeee))))
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeccccrrrraaaa    ''''dddd    xxxxbbbbqqqqiiiieeee    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    eeeezzzz`̀̀̀    ddddeeeevvvv    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀kkkk    eeee`̀̀̀aaaa    xxxxyyyyaaaa    llllkkkknnnn    ddddaaaawwwwppppeeee    xxxxkkkkffff    mmmmiiii`̀̀̀aaaaddddeeee((((ffffhhhh====ffff))))
    Chazal tell us that Noach used a “secret weapon” with which he was able to rebuild the world anew after the
destruction of the flood:  okug"/sxj"vbch  R’ Mordechai Gifter ZT”L explains that the fact that Noach was locked inside a
floating ark for 120 days with nothing to do but chessed - kindness for his family, kindness for the animals - was for the sole
purpose of entrenching the ideal of chessed into his very fiber so that when it would be time to come out and start all over
again, he would do so with the attribute of kindness. This was - and continues to be - the only way the world can exist.
     It is told that one day a Yid from Yerushalayim traveled to Bnei Brak to ask the Rosh Yeshivah of Ponevezh, R’ Shmuel
Rozovsky ZT”L, about a boy in the yeshivah for his daughter who had reached marriageable age. He arrived at the
yeshivah and entered the Rosh Yeshivah’s home during the break between learning sessions.
    R’ Shmuel greeted him cordially and asked why he had come. He explained to the Rosh Yeshivah that he was inquiring
about a particular boy and R’ Shmuel told him to ask what was on his mind. 
    The man wanted to know, first and foremost, how many hours a day did the bochur learn? Was he punctual in arriving
to Seder and did he spend his time diligently? Does he come to davening on time and does he actively participate in the
Shiur? Does he ask relevant questions and does he understand the answers?
       R’ Shmuel knew the boy well and was able to answer each and every question satisfactorily. After receiving a
favorable report in regard to his questions, the man thanked R’ Shmuel for his time and began to get up to leave. At this
point, R’ Shmuel in his gentle and noble manner, turned to the father and said, “Until now, you’ve asked me a number of
questions. Do you mind if I ask you a couple of questions?” Of course, the man agreed. 
     R’ Shmuel looked at the man and said, “It seems to me that you are inquiring about the boy for your daughter and you
seem happy with the report I gave you. You obviously think that all your daughter needs to know is whether he comes on
time and if he is a lamdan, a boy who is studious and well-versed in the intricacies of the Talmud.” The man nodded his
head in agreement. “Did it ever occur to you,” asked R’ Shmuel, “do you think it is entirely possible that your daughter
would like to know if this boy is a mentsch? If he is a Baal Chessed?” 
     R’ Shmuel continued. “It would seem fitting that you should ask me: How often does he brush his teeth? Is he pleasant
to sit next to? How does he behave in the company of others? Does he arrive first to the dining room and take the biggest
portion, or does he linger after mincha for a few minutes to learn with his study partner and eat whatever portion is left?” 
     The man began to answer but R’ Shmuel just continued speaking. “I’m sure your daughter would be curious to know
what does he do when the pitcher is empty on the table; does he wait for someone else to fill it up or does he run to fill it
up himself? Does he ever go into the kitchen to thank the staff for preparing the food? Does he eat the food even if he
doesn’t like it and thanks them graciously for preparing it or does he just go to the nearby kiosk to buy something he likes?  
    “You came to the conclusion that he is a masmid; did you ask what he does when he finishes learning late at night and
his roommates are sleeping? Does he take off his shoes and tiptoe in so as not to wake them or does he walk in noisily?
Does he make his bed and keep his things neat? Does he think about others and want to do chessed for them or does he
just think about himself?” R’ Shmuel concluded, “I think that you need to check these things out. If he is spoiled and he
arrives home in the afternoon and does not like the food your daughter will work hard to prepare, will his face crumple in
obvious dissatisfaction? Will your daughter then be happy that her father checked the boy out with the Rosh Yeshivah who
told him that he knows every Ketzos and Rabbi Akiva Eiger? Will you daughter say, it’s true that he has no manners and
no social skills but I respect him anyway because he knows the sugya of the bees and the mustard in Bava Basra?” 
    The man hung his head in shame - but he got the message. This is was R’ Shmuel’s approach to finding the proper
shidduch for a bas yisroel.

                        oooonnnn    zzzzyyyyiiiieeee    ....mmmmxxxxkkkk    rrrrhhhhiiiieeee    ddddnnnncccc`̀̀̀dddd    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ggggpppp    llllggggiiiieeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeelllldddd`̀̀̀    jjjjeeeezzzzaaaa    llllbbbbzzzziiiieeee    xxxxkkkkyyyyiiiieeee    ooooiiiiiiiidddd                            ((((`̀̀̀kkkk,,,,kkkk----hhhh))))

    When Noach finally disembarked following his long

journey on the ark, his first action was the planting of a

grapevine. Soon after, he drank of its wine and became

intoxicated. This led to a tragic situation that culminated in

the cursing of his grandson, Canaan. The Seforno writes:

“(Noach) began with an action that was lacking in

refinement, and it led to a terrible misdeed. A slight

impropriety at the beginning can cause much destruction in

the end.” Since wine is not a staple for food or nourishment -

but rather a means to enjoyment and pleasure - it should not

have had first priority in the rebuilding of the world. This

was Noach’s slight indiscretion that ultimately led to so

much calamity for himself and his descendants.

    R’ Alter Henach Leibowitz ZT”L writes that there is

another area of improper conduct aside from those

prohibitions stated explicitly in the Torah. A technically

permissible action may be considered “Nit Shain” - not

nice, or inappropriate for a Torah-observant Jew to do.

Discerning this type of violation requires not only

familiarity with the Torah guidelines of right and wrong,

but also a finely tuned sense of superior judgment.

    The concept of “Nit Shain” is unfortunately overlooked

by many people. When told that a certain type of behavior

is inappropriate, they respond, “What law am I violating?

Where does it say that this is forbidden?” The answer is

that it doesn’t have to be written in black on white that an

action is prohibited. There is a higher level of unwritten law

restraining us from actions that are merely “Nit Shain.”

Sometimes we need to consult with others who are more

sensitive to this problem, especially Torah scholars, to alert

us to possible violations. As Hashem’s Chosen People, we

have a special obligation to refine our behavior to such a

degree that all our actions befit our royal status.

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
 ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

      

                                llllkkkk    zzzzttttyyyy    ''''dddd    llllllllaaaa    mmmmyyyy    iiiikkkk    llllaaaaaaaa    ddddnnnnyyyy    `̀̀̀xxxxwwww    ooookkkk    llllrrrr                
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    llllkkkk    iiiipppptttt    llllrrrr    mmmmvvvviiiittttdddd    mmmmyyyynnnneeee    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    ((((hhhh----`̀̀̀iiii))))

     The attitudes and activities of the kucnv rus - Generation

of the Flood, and consequently that of the Dispersion (vdkpv)
belies the common origin of the human race. R’ Joseph

Breuer ZT”L, Rav of Khal Adas Yeshurun (KAJ) explains:

“The phenomenon of the memory of the Torah-recorded

Noachidic flood continues to live on in Noach’s

descendants, albeit in frequently distorted form. According

to a profound comment by our sages, the nagging fear of a

possible recurrence of a world catastrophe on the scale of

the destructive force of the flood, was the cause for

mankind’s single-minded determination to meet this danger

with joint force by mounting the heaven-conquering attack

against the Almighty Creator Himself in the form of

building the Tower of Bavel. The goal: to ‘unseat’ G-d and

erect, in His place, the throne of human might.”

    R’ Breuer eloquently continues, explaining that the same

method that Hashem used to foil the plans of those first

Tower-builders is what continues to foil man’s attacks on

Hashem and the very concept of G-dliness today; the

individuality and egotism of humankind. These traits stand

in the way of true unity, thus making coordinated efforts to

fight against Hashem impossible. Instead, man has used his

vast abilities to pursue war, and to bring himself to the brink

of the very destruction which he so fears, through the

mindless pursuit of the nuclear arms race. 

    As Jews, we know that the world’s existence is

threatened less by atom bombs than it is by an absence of

men who are overwhelmed by the wisdom of Hakadosh

Boruch Hu, which is demonstrated in the tiny atom. Our

testimony to that wisdom (part of the wisdom of creation in

general) is our observance of Shabbos. This observance

demonstrates our knowledge that the existence - as well as

the destruction - of the world is in Hashem’s hands alone.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: R’ Mendel Kaplan ZT”L once brought his car into a

repair shop for some maintenance work. In the garage,

there was a calendar hanging with all sorts of images from

which we are taught to avert our gaze. The typical reaction

for most of us would have been to simply ignore the

calendar and look the other way. R’ Mendel, however, an

older man in his later years, did not just look away; he risked

life and limb by ripping the calendar off the wall right in

front of the rough-looking crew working in the garage.

    The mechanics were shocked by the elder man’s actions

but to their credit, they did not retaliate in any way.

     The question is: Why did R’ Mendel bother? What was

the point of potentially setting off a riot by acting so

brashly, especially since it is probably safe to assume that

none of the mechanics in the shop were Jewish? 

    The reason is because R’ Mendel saw himself as

responsible for the world that Hashem created. The

calendar, with its lewd images, polluted that world and

degraded human beings created in the Divine image. Thus,

he felt he had a responsibility to rip it down.


