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Halachah in Practice: Dvar Halachah from
Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit"a
(2-19) TN TN TINN NN TH*AY 392 90292 NINN)Y
It is a mitzvah to attend a bris and participate in
the seudah (1). The Sefer Otzer Habris (Vol 1, p
185) writes that one is rewarded in many different
ways when he participates in a Bris Milah.
1) The Invitation
The gemara (.y»p pnos) tells us something
very interesting: If a person is invited to attend a
seudas mitzvah, i.e. a Bris Milah or Pidyon Haben,
and for whatever reason he does not participate, he
is likened to a person who is considered
excommunicated from Heaven! 2 Therefore, the
minhag is not to actually invite others to a bris, but
to inform about the upcoming bris 3. However, if
one is invited and will sustain a monetary loss or
considerable nmn 9y - Wasting (time from
learning) Torah by attending, he is justified in not
attending. (See references quoted in 1yt 7721 ')
2) Participating in the Bris
When the baby is brought in, all those present
should stand until the end of the ceremony . This

is not an absolute obligation. though, and one who
finds it difficult to stand may sit down 3.

After the father recites his berachah - myxp Sy
nA9an - everyone responds and says, pyow owo
PO DXWYNI N9INY NMNT DI 12 Y - “Just
as he has entered into the n»a - covenani, so too
he shall enter into (a life of) Torah, marriage and
good deeds.” (.15p maw) @ If the bris is performed
in a shul immediately following davening. one
shouldn't remove his tefillin until after the bris (7
because bris and tefillin are both called »mynr - a
sign of being a true servant of Hashem.

3) Washing and Bentching

[t is preferable to wash and eat bread by a Seudas
Bris Milah (15-onp o1 nnon). One should make
an effort to remain until after bentching but if he is
unable to stay until then, he should avoid becoming
obligated in bentching with a yanwn - collectively.
There are three ways to do this: 1- By not washing
initially. 2- He should not begin eating until after
everyone has already started their meal ). 3- Many
poskim permit one to mentally stipulate that he will
not be combining his meal with others .

1) nbvan 'on qro ornas b 1=t (pra) navw v or (2) ar-noa 1 8vna (3 ow 19 navwn snna, Otzer Habris (ibid) p. 241 (4) wrna -3 (ov993) 29
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R' Naftoli Tzvi Yehudah Berlin ZT"L (Netziv) would say:
"The definition of a masmid is not someone who learns until he collapses, but someone who
learns when he is supposed to, davens when he is supposed to, eats when he is supposed to, and

rests when he is supposed to!"

R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L (Chasam Sofer) would say:

"There are many times in a person's life when he has one minute to waste, one minute to kill -
standing on line, waiting for a minyan, waiting to meet someone. 1 always took those precious
minutes and used them to delve into Torah. Thus, | became a gadol in one minute!"

A Wise Man would say:

"If you can see the obstacles, you've taken your eyes off the goal."
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money or give it back. She thought for a moment. "I don't understand you," she said to her husband. "As
far as | know, you are always careful to avoid food that has even the slightest nonw - Halachic question,
on it. Why should this be any different?" The money was returned that very same day!
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The Medrash recounts the story of how and
why Avrom left the city of Ur Casdim to come to
Charan. When King Nimrod, heard that Avrom
had destroyed his father's idols, he had him thrown
into a fiery furnace, from which he was
miraculously saved. His brother, Haran, was not
firm in his belief of Hashem as the one true G-d
and he waited to see what would happen to his
brother. After seeing Avrom's salvation, he
declared his allegiance to Hashem and he, too, was
thrown into the furnace. Unfortunately, he was not
saved. However, contrary to our understanding that
he was burnt to a crisp within the furnace, he did
not die immediately in the fire. Rather, the Medrash
tells us that his stomach and intestines were burned
up and after some time, he emerged from the fire
and died in the face of his father, Terach. Why did
Haran have to die in such a manner?

When Avrom emerged from the fire unscathed,
explains R' Moshe Silverberg Shlit'a, it was clear
that he was whole in his belief and maintained it
publicly both inside and out. Haran, on the other
hand, might have portrayed to the outside world
the appearance of a recognition in the oneness of
Hashem and His sole reign on this world. Yet, on
the inside, he was rather indecisive. He wasn't so
sure and was not willing to risk his life on this
supposition unless he had reason to. Thus, Hashem
showed the world his true inner feelings by
burning only his innards while his skin and outer
body remained intact. His lack of emunah was on
the inside and he burned and died from the inside.
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We already know from earlier in the parsha
that Lot was the son of Avrom's brother and that he
lived in Sodom. Why are these facts repeated here?
R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L answers
that Lot, as an alien of Sodom, could have
expected to be spared the revenge of the four kings.
However, he had become an "inhabitant" of the
city; this meant that he enjoyed the rights of
citizenship and the manner in which they lived, and
so he was made to suffer along with the others.
Herein lies a warning to the children of
Avrohom Avinu, a warning that has been borne out
by centuries of Jewish history. He who remains
true to his calling and destiny as a religious and G-
d-fearing Jew, will have to make many sacrifices.
However, he will benefit by being spared much
trouble and anguish because he will be borne upon
the nyown sa3a - Wings of the Divine Presence.The
ghettoes that isolated us were not only against the
Jewish people; their existence also contributed
beneficially to those who dwelt within them. Inside
the ghetto walls was a haven from the many evils
of society and "gentile" life to which those outside
fell victim. Jews were often the victims but never
the torturers. Their hands remained innocent of
human blood, and when fate caught up with the
emperors and their armies, the Jews remained safe
in their ghettoes. Lot, for one, should have learned
his lesson from his experience and his upbringing
as the "son of Avrom's brother." He could have
avoided Sodom and all that it stood for, but when
the final catastrophe struck, Lot was still in Sodom.

ook ok

sk

%%k

%%k

ook sk

sk

%%k

ook sk

sk

ook ok

ook sk

%%k

ook ok

ook sk

%%k

ook ok

sk

%%k

ook ok

NN NTIAPN DNV ,TH 1NN AT Y Y9
PIN N T PO DY NOW AINY N7 T DI9AN
WYY 10D NN O NPNYI MY NI, THN MINND
217 - MANIND IMN NP NI DN DD .N2NNN
NY NI DPITRNN ND IOUN MR NONINY
790 NPV NY VAT W BN NDNNa TP
012190 NMNIA D-P MNIMNA 2ONON - "DXANON

JT1IMINNI PPAND N DTND N2 N1 M2

MY DY NAPN NIMODY 10 7LD N0 T
DN MY MY DT M0 D MY DNAT NN 0D
D2 MY 12 XD ./NANY D DN YWY DYTI9) DT
95NNN 1291 ,°3M17 72T DY DO MY WY THOW PNT XD
THY MY YD NND MDD - DD NN NHRY NYOY DN
599112 2NN INMITHN TP 1YY 120D PRY INRD
YN DO PYTNND NN PN DOUN DINN L DY

- AN PON D AT I NN 1D I TON T

©AaY 190, MAR VYD

(39=17) 793 DYAN NN MNIYUYN N FIND NI 77 TUN 591 NPN DN 4 TIIY 19 OINn ON

A woman once made the long journey from her hometown in Romania to see and speak to the great
tzaddik, R' Meir of Premishlan ZT"L. She was married for a number of years, she explained, and had
not been blessed with children. She tearfully requested a berachah from R' Meir that she give birth to a
child. R' Meir blessed her that Hashem should fulfill her wishes and she should be able to bear a child.
The woman was satisfied and returned to her home.

Almost a year went by and R' Meir received a letter in an envelope that was filled with a substantial
amount of money. The letter was from the woman's husband and in it he wrote that Boruch Hashem his
wife gave birth to a healthy and beautiful child, thanks to the blessing of the great 1zaddik of Premishlan.
He was enclosing the money as a gift of gratitude to the Rebbe for all that he had done.

R' Meir read the letter, looked at the money, and was puzzled. He called in his sons and told them, "I
don't understand. I received this letter but there seems to be a few mistakes in it. First of all, the titles that
are written here calling me a fzaddik and the like, are totally wrong. Am 1 a tzaddik, or a "holy man" as he
puts it? Of course not! Secondly, am I the one who allowed his wife to give birth to a child? I had
nothing to do with it. It was all a blessing from Hashem. | must assume, therefore, that in truth, this man
was not referring to me at all and as a result I must return the money to him."

His sons, however, who endured their father's lifestyle of poverty with grace and silence, did not see it
this way. R' Meir and his family lived a life of extreme poverty and deprivation. Whatever money came
into his hands during any given day, was given away to charity before the day was out. They began to
argue that obviously Hashem has arranged for this money to come into their family's hands, to allow
them to buy food and other important basic necessities and R' Meir should not give back the money. Back
and forth the arguments went until it was decided to go in front of a Beis Din of three and have them
render a final verdict on the matter.

The judges on the panel heard the unusual case and after some deliberation, rendered their decision in
favor of R' Meir's sons. The money should be used for the family's needs, they decreed, since the sender
of the funds obviously feels that R' Meir is a holy and wise tzaddik and was giving the money to him as a
show of respect and appreciation. However, R' Meir was not fully convinced yet. "In all important issues,
[ seek the advice of my rebbetzin," claimed R' Meir, "and I cannot go through with this until I ask her

advice." The rebbetzin was called into the Beis Din and broached the question of should they keep the
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