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“wna: During the period of the Chanukah miracles, Bnei

Yisroel saw a Divine flash of light protecting them. Today,

just sixty-five years after our nation was nearly annihilated,

we have undergone an amazing recovery. Our schools,
A SERIES IN HALACHAH WE
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ‘
HalachosPertainingtothe ‘“Torah” Table (51)

Zos Chanukah (nownnnt) - The Last Day of Chanukah.

As we approach the last day of Chanukah when we read
about the final steps of dedicating the naws- Altar, it is a proper
time to strengthen ourselves in dedicating our tables which,
according to Chazal, are our parallel to the nay. (According to
Mabharsha (1), the name of the festival is "novn” which means
“Dedication” of the new nawa that was built after the victory).
Intent of Eating. If oneeats with the intent to be healthy and
strong to serve Hashem properly, the food becomes a partner in
his service of Hashem. This elevates the food and brings it to its
maximum purpose, the same way that the meat, wine and meal
offerings were elevated on the nawain the Bais Hamikdash.
Keeping the Halachos. Some common halachos have been
instituted based on this idea that the table is like a nawa. Dipping
bread into salt, and just having salt on the table, likens the table
to the naw that had its meat and meal offerings dipped in salt.
Washing before the meal is somewhat like the Kohanim
washing before they did the avodah on the naw.

Berachos. When one says a beracha on food with gratitude
and concentration, he rids the food of certain spiritual impurities
that are there due to the sin of Adam Harishon. This sanctifies
the food - just as the sacrifices were holy food.

Words of Torah. Torah is likened to fire 2). Just as the fire of
the naw devoured the korbonos and they ascended on high,
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yeshivos and synagogues all over the world are filled to
overflowing. Surely, this miracle, which we are witnessing is
yet another example of that flash of lightning, showing us
that Hashem is, and will be with us, until Moshiach’s arrival.
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similarly, the words of Torah are like the spiritual fire that
makes the food of a meal ascend on high. (Much of the above is

based on Ruach Chaim - Avos Perek 3)

Atonement by Sharing. Tredakah (Charity) is one of the

things that can bring about a great 1192 (atonement) for sins that

one may have done. The nawn, with its sin offerings, also

brought about atonement. Rashi (3) interprets the Gemara to

mean that when one invites a needy person to his table, he

receives atonement for his sins like a sin offering on the altar.

Praises of Hashem Said (Sung) at the Table. The korbonos

were accompanied by songs of praise sung by the Levi’im. Our

Zemiros at the table on Shabbos and Yom Tov are the equivalent

of those songs in the Mikdash. This possibly includes any

beracha or bentching said at the table.

Mourning the Churban. When one remembers the Bais

Hamikdash at the end of a meal, by saying “Shir Hama’alos”

on Shabbos and Yom Tov, and “Al Naharos Bavel” on

weekdays, there is an implied yearning for the Mikdash and

nasn which indeed, brings the redemption closer.

Honoring the Table like a naw. At one’s table one should not:

1) Kill a bug on the table @).

2) Do any repulsive activities (5) or put dirty or repulsive objects
on the table ).

3) Sit or stand on the table (7).

4) Let children step on the table (s).
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R’ Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn ZT”’L (Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:

“‘And he woke up ... and behold, it was a dream.’ There are two kinds of dreamers: those who know that they
are only dreaming but enjoy the dream anyway, and those who do not realize that they are dreaming and mistake it
for reality. The first type of person is able to distinguish between truth and falsehood, and realizes that his dream is
deceptive. But the second kind cannot make this distinction, and holds his delusion to be true.”

R’ Yechezkel Levenstein ZT”’L (Ohr Yechezkel) would say:

“A person is a success if he works on the trait of sincerely desiring other people’s success. It is easy to talk as if
you wish someone success but inwardly, you hope and pray for his failure. This is wrong. In general, you should
know that without hard work and wisdom, it is impossible to reach any level of virtue, and without doing so, you
will remain with your old natural tendencies and behavior.”

A Wise Man would say:

“The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of strength, not a lack of knowledge, but

rather a lack of will.”

IN HONOR OF SHIYA AND EDITH'S 40TH ANNIVERSARY. MAZEL TOV FROM YOUR CHILDREN.
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALIL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOQ.COM.
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In our day and age, and to our great distress, there seem to be excessive numbers of road accidents, particularly in
Eretz Yisroel, many with catastrophic consequences. It is frightfully apparent that there is a great measure of Midas
Hadin (strictjudgment) that is manifesting itself on the roads, since when people drive recklessly a dangerous situation
exists and, as Yaakov Avinu teaches us in this week’s parsha, "nM>on nywa »vopn Yown'- “The Satan prosecutes
powerfully when the situation is dangerous.” (0:N8N27v770) Yaakov was afraid for the safety of his son, the righteous
Binyamin. How much more so must we be careful, on the roads and when we travel, since our very existence becomes
extremelyprecarious and the dangers we face are extreme and acuteindeed.

The following story has been reported extensivelyin the Charedi media, and verified by VIN News. This past summer,
a yeshivah bochur was driving without a driver’s license, and caused a dreadful car accident on the Ramot Road. Not
long after that, another bochurwas caught with the sameirresponsible behavior and was threatened with imprisonment.
The bochur decided to seek a blessing from R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a before his trial proceedings.

The bochur stood before R’ Chaim and said, “I have a trial in another week. They want to put me in prison.
Would the Rov please bless me so I'll be saved from it.”
R’ Chaim inquired, “What is the trial about?”
The young man replied, “They caught me driving without a license, after I crashed into a wall.”
To the great surprise of the bochur, R> Chaim said unequivocally, “So you’re truly a murderer! On the contrary,
let them put you in prison. Very good.”

This was totally unexpected. R* Chaim Kanievsky is not known for issuing such statements, and the bochur
became excited. He even began shouting, “What? Chalila, I didn’t kill anyone. I didn’t wound anyone, either. I just
had a small accident with a wall involving only myself.”

R’ Chaim was unimpressed. “But you drove without a license, right?” “Yes,” replied the boy.

“Nu, soyou’re considered areal murderer. You could have caused an accident with other people too.”

The bochur realized that he was not getting any sympathy from the Rov. “But I know how to drive well. Besides that,
(beingin prison) mightruinthings formewith shidduchimandyeshivah.”

“There isno such thing as ‘T know.’ You drove without a license. Without a license, one does not know how todrive.”
R’Chaimaddedasan afterthought, “Concerning shidduchim,whoever doesn’twantyouisright. It’sdangerous!”

Atthis point, the bochurbroke down. “I’m so sorry. Please ... just let the Rov bless me that I be saved in the trial.”

But R’ Chaim refused to accede. “What do you mean, you’re sorry? If you’re given a car tomorrow you won’t drive?
Of course, you’ll drive! So, perhaps the best thing is for you to sitin prison and learn not to be a murderer!”

The bochur was now frantic and made one last request. “Please,” he begged, staring tearfully at R” Chaim, “can the
Rov assure me that I’ll be saved if I will be careful from now on?”

R’ Chaim responded, “I cannot give a blessing. May Hashem help that they sentence you to what will really be good
for you!” And with that, the audience was over.

Itisrare that R” Chaim Kanievsky speaks in such extreme language, but obviously he understands the danger that is
prevalent on the roads and this is how he views a person who is caught breaking traffic rules or drives without a license.

R’ Chaimrefused to bless the bochur and did nothesitate tosay thathe isnoless than a murderer.
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Swn: On November 10, 1938, the day after the infamous
Kristalnacht riots all throughout Germany, a group of
truncheon-wielding Gestapo agents burstintothe home of
R’ Michel Munk ZT”L, Rav of the K’hal Adas Yisroel
Synagogue in Berlin, and dragged him outside. Together
with other communal leaders in Berlin, they were
summoned to the ruins of the once magnificent synagogue,
which had been set aflame and burnt to the ground.

What R’ Munk and the others saw was utter devastation.
The Aron Hakodesh was incinerated, there were gaping

holes in the walls, and the entire electrical system of the
synagogue was destroyed in the fire.

Suddenly, they saw a glow at one end of the destruction.
It was the Ner Tamid, with its own battery, which had
escaped thelooting, tocast a glow over the synagogue.

The Nazi was amazed and asked R Munk what the light
was. Hereplied, “This is our Ner Tamid - Eternal Light.”

The German looked at him with hatred in his eyes. “You
cursed Jews. Ihr Juden seit ein unverustliches volk - You
Jewsare anindestructiblepeople!”
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The Medrash states that Rochel Imeinu is called "npy”
(barren) because sheis the"n 1y (mainstay) of the Jewish
people. Thus, when Bnei Yisroel are in exile, it is Rochel
whois “weeping over her children” (T-Xo07), asif she
were the mother of the entire nation. Consequently,
Yosef’s two sons come to symbolize this idea based on the
literal meaning of their names. Menashe embodies Klal
Yisroel’s ability to resist temptation and “forget” ("w2")
evil, while Ephraim represents our drive to do good and be
“fruitful” ("¥19n") in mitzvos. This, too, is in fulfillment of
the words of Dovid Hamelech, who said, nwy y7mn 0"
(O-1505nN) "0 - “Turn fromevil and do good.”

This two-fold mission, writes R” Shlomo Zevin ZT”’L,
isalso connected to the miracle of Chanukah. Fire has two
opposing aspects; it burns and it illuminates. When it
burns, it can reduce an edifice toa pile of ashes. But when it
illuminates, it can spread far and wide, with just one flame
kindling manylights. On Chanukah, the Chashmonaimlit
both types of fire. First, they consumed their enemies in
the blaze of battle. Then they rededicated the Bais
Hamikdash,rekindlingtheflameof Torahandmitzvos.

This may also explain the dispute between Beis Hillel
and Beis Shammai regarding how to light the Chanukah
menorah. Beis Shammai focuses on “turning from evil,”
celebrating the miraculous destruction of the dark forces of
assimilation. Since the fire of destruction diminishes
everything in its path, Beis Shammai says to begin with
eight candles and end with one, simulating the gradual
disappearance of evil. According to Beis Hillel, however,
the miracle comes to symbolize Torah itself, whose light
can dispel all evil as it spreads its goodness near and far.
Hence, Beis Hillel progresses from onetoeight.
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When the effects of the hunger in Egypt became so
great, the people cried out to Pharoah for bread. Pharaoh
told hishungry people, ‘Goto Yosef, whatever he tells you,
you should do.” Rashi explains that in this way, the
Egyptians would also heed Yosef when he would tell them
to circumcise their sons. R’ Moshe Sternbuch Shlit’a
interprets Yosef’s unusual command as a means to
counteract and ultimately break the will of the idol-
worshiping culture of Egypt. Circumcision was a practice
thatwas whollyabhorrent to Egyptian society andreligion.
Yosef believed that it was his duty to relieve them of their
wrongful ways and embrace the One True G-d.

An assimilated Jew once bragged to R’ Yonason
Eibschutz ZT”’L thathe had not circumcised his newborn
son. He claimed that circumcision was a remnant of the
idol-worshipperiod, and that the practicehad originatedin
Egyptandthen spread toother nations.

R’ Yonason nodded. “You are right! In fact, the Torah
confirms your words explicitly. In Parshas Miketz, when
Pharaoh told his subjects to listen to Yosef, this included the
decree that they all circumcise their sons. We see from here
that the Egyptians did indeed circumcise their sons. But
where did they learn this custom? From Yosef - the Jew!”

“But that’s completely unreasonable,” the apostate
protested, displeased with R’ Yonason’s reply. “Why
would Yosef try to influence the Egyptians to practice
circumcision?Whatwouldhegain?’

“There have always been Jews who try to blend in with
their non-Jewish neighbors,” R’ Yonasonansweredsharply.
“Yosefencouraged the Egyptians to practice circumcision
so that even the assimilated Jews - always so enthusiastic
toimitatethe non-Jews - would circumcise their sons too!”

mw* FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Pharaoh dreamed of seven fat cows and seven skinny cows. Eventually, when no one could correctly interpret his dreams,
he sent for Yosefin jail tocome and interpret them. Yosef told him about the seven years of plenty and the seven years of
hunger that were totake placein Egypt. And then he offered unsolicited advice, advising this absolute ruler what he must
doduring this crucial time. R’ Avrohom Hakohen Pam ZT”’L explains that Yosef foresaw the terrible catastrophe that
would ensue if the seven years of plenty would be under-appreciated and squandered away. An extra kernel of wheat
during a time of surplus is nobig deal, yet during a period of hunger itis more precious than valuable stones. Yosef could
not keep quiet and presented his life-saving plan to Pharoah - with a deeper message for all of us as well.

The seven years of plenty symbolize mn 02 - this world. The seven years of hunger represent Xan 02 - the next
world. Every tiny mitzvah, moment of kindness, and word of Torah learning is so precious in this world, yet we often
squander away our time and leave it unappreciated. Many opportunities are lost or wasted away. Only in the next world
will each “kernel” of accomplishment be fully recognized. But by then it will be too late to do more.

This parshais read on Shabbos Chanukah for this is the lesson of the one tiny, pure jug of oil that was found in the Bais
Hamikdash, which lasted for eight days. In normal times what value did one jug of oil have? But when the “days of evil”
came, and the true value of this oil was appreciated, this tiny discovery became the source of Halleland Hoda’ah.




