
   ntrec ubhm/(t:th) "ohsjt ohrcsu ,jt vpa .rtv kf hvhu" :
r,uhc ohcuajvu ohkusdv ohrcsvn thv ,usjtv gushf vbv
if hp kg ;tu 'oukav ,kgnc k"zj vcrv ufhrtva unfu 'okugc
vdkpv rus ,rm kf hrva 'obcruj suxh vhv oukava itf ohtur

/,usjtc uhva hsh kg ovk vtc
k"zr urntu 'ufuphvu rcs uc ah okugc rcs kfa ouan ubhhvu    
og :rnukf 'ihbnv in ubht ohgar raes thsvk '(/uf ;s ihrsvbx)
'vrhpf hshk utc ,usjt v,ut hsh kg itfu 'sjt,vk ruxt ohgar

/obueh, hshk utcu usrpb trucv orzhpa h"g eru
,sjuhn thnas t,ghhx ohfhrm okugc rcs kfca 'itfn ubsnk   
'vbv /dvb,vk lht kkf gsuh ubht ostv hfv utkcu 'vkhp, vcrvu
,kusdcu jcac okuf ohrcsnv ohausev ohrpxv kfc vtur ost
og ukhpt sjt,nu oyuapf ovhrcs ohhek lkuvu ',usjtv
kfvu ',ukhfru grv iuak oa ohrcsna ,uphxtc cauh ut 'ohgarv
/ann u,grk thv ,usjtv itfa gsuh ubhtu ',usjtv ,uchaj jfn

    

cauh tuv hn ogu rcj,n tuv hn og cyhv ost kf eusch ifk   
habt kg (/df ;s ihrsvbx) k"zr urnta unfu 'sjt ijka kg
kfu /ovng cahk lkuv hn ugsha sg vsugxc ucah tka ohkaurh
rcs kfc ifu tk ut cuy vaug ot unmg ,t ostv eusch ogp
uhkg ah vauga vn kf tk hf 'snka ,ujbvv og vhjh tku 'rcsu

/ihbg ka upudk susnk ohfhrm rcs kf tkt ',ufz sunhk
lf hsf sg 'ann vrhpf hshk ghdvk kukg - lf dvbh tka hn   
unfu 'tcv okugc oekj ,t od vdkpvv rus uscta ohtura
okugk ekj ovk iht vdkpv rus" :(:ze ;s ihrsvbx) k"zr urnta
'.rtv kf hbp kg oan o,ut wv .phu (j 'th ,hatrc) rntba 'tcv
/f"g '"tcv okugk - wv omhpv oanu 'vzv okugc - o,ut wv .phu

obueh, ifku 'ohgr ohrcj ovk uhva ,njn ovk ghdv kfvu   
lfku 'kkf hbav ,t sjtv ubhcv tka rundv surhpv er vhv
wv htrh og er 'ohgar og raec kkf ,uhvk tk ostv vtrh

/sjt,vk ubhkg vumn o,hta 'ohh,hntv

   5:34 - ,ca ,urb ,eksv
 9:28 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
 10:04 - t"rdvqgna ,thre inz

vkhp, inz ;ux q t"rdv 10:56 -

    1:10 - ,caqvkusd vjbn
5:51 - ,cav ouh ka vghea  

  chrgn q ohcfufv ,tm  6:41 -
o, ubhcr ,yhak qf"vtm   - 7:03

   `uk ahu vzv okugc uk ah una kpfba hn kf" :(ws 'wk) arsnc t,h
tcu ',unkug hbac ekj kg vrun oav ,ukhpfa ubhhv '"wufu tcv okugc
ihta urus habtf ubhtu 'tcv okugc ekj jbk aha ubghnavk cu,fv

 /(:ze ihrsvbx wg) tcv okugc ekj ovk
kg (wd 'jb) tnujb, arsnv hrcsn snkba suxh hp kg 'rjt iputc k"hu    
kgca vru, dhavk rapt hta 'ubhhvu 'a"hhg "jb jb ,usku, vkt" euxpv
vhvhu 'vzv okug hdubg, - ,hrnujv ,uhjv kg r,uuh tk ot 'hutrf vp
hbjur rut iuny vp kgca vru,c hf 'lfk ogyvu /"vhkg unmg ,t ,hnn"
'tnujb, arsnv hrcs lanvc rtucnfu 'hrnujv ostv kmt ykeb ubhta
eru '"p"gca vru, hkngk v"cev uzbd 'iuatr ouhc trcba [hbjurv] rut"a
lhrm obnt /zubdv hbjurv rutv ,t dhah vp kgca vru,c ,ukng h"g

?"jb jb ,usku, vkt" euxpv kt vz rntn lhh,an smhf 'ihcvk
     h,gnaut"yhka hexckaue hcm wr kusdv iutdv r"unnvaeuva '

znrk euxpv ,buufa 'cahh lf kgu 'euxpc jb ka una ,ukhpf arsnk
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(wc 'wz ,hatrc h"ar wg) hutrf vru,c knga h"g 'unmg ,t shkuv jba 
/hbjurk hrnujn lpvbu 'vru,c zubdv hbjurv rutv ,t dhavk vfzu

   'vanu irvt ,usku, vktu" :euxpv kg (wt 'wd rcsnc) h"ar c,f ifu
hbc tkt rhfzn ubhtu" :h"ar c,fu '"hbhx rvc van ,t wv rcs ouhc
snknv kfa snkn 'vru, isnhka hpk 'van ,usku, utrebu 'irvt

 /uskh uktf cu,fv uhkg vkgn 'vru, urhcj ic ,t"wudu wv rcs ouhc"'
rtucnu /"vrucdv hpn snka vn isnhka 'uka ,usku,v ukt uagb

fdhava iuhf 'asjn skub ukhtf cajb vp kgca vru,c kngva 'ubhrcs
u,ut vfhzu 'vru, urhcj snknv ifku 'hbjurk hrnujn vhvbu 'hbjurv rut

/ushkuv ukhtf cajbu 'hbjurk hrnujn o,ut lpv 'hbjurv rutc
     rtcn z"hpkuj"kmvic hrcs (wc aurs 'iuhm ,cvt 'j"kmv haurs) 

"vru,c veaj hapb"a ouan i,j,n ubhta ogyv rhcxva 'htzg
snkha h"g vhcru vhrp ka ihhbg ohhena uhrcsc kkfba '(:d"x ,unch)

/uh,usku, ohcajb uhvhu 'ktrahk vru,

wwwwiiiiccccvvvv    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ggggpppp    ,,,,ggggpppp    zzzzeeeecccclllleeeezzzz    ddddllll`̀̀̀    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ((((hhhh----eeee))))    

zexxerzd ixace miig igwl
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp

axd z`n mely `"hily lxrt
iwqalyew v"xbd zaiyia p"ep

 vbhjcv rgak vnsev - ,ucckv ,ucuj (1)
 :yn tr,c tcc wndv h"pg c"p ihaurhd wkv (2)

u"f erp ohrah ,khxn (4) v:tkr (3)

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic r,kt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk 

 uk h,trcu grv rmh h,trc
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The purpose of the mabul that flooded the world

was in order to cleanse the earth of its corrupt and rotten

constituents. Only Noach, who took the time (120 years!)

to recognize the gravity of the situation, was able to

 
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (2)

   Last week we started to discuss the importance of a proper

Jewish table, mainly as a way of serving Hashem, and also as a

means of bringing us a good parnassah (livelihood). In these

times of uncertain economic stability, this is an appropriate

Torah response to Hashem’s call for self-improvement.

Divine Plan For Humans to Eat. We were created in a way

that necessitates our need to eat constantly, so that we may:

Recognize constantly Hashem’s love and kindness (1).

Feel obligated to “repay” Him by serving Him.
Elevate the material world by making it a “partner” in

spiritual endeavors.

Give a person the trial of eating properly. The original and

classic trial in human history was when Adam Harishon

was commanded not to eat from the Etz Hadaas.

Give every individual a chance to do kindness each and

every day with food, both with family members, guests and

others outside the house.

Unite family members and others with a common

“constructive-universal-human-needs” activity.

The Intent of Eating. A person can turn and elevate his every

bite into many mitzvos and inspiring service of Hashem. He can
do so by training himself to have the proper intentions as he

eats. This might not always be a true and selfless intention

immediately, but it does gradually become a reality. Also, the

 

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

protect himself and his family. We, too, must take the time

to stop and contemplate and yes, run through the rain and

allow its cleansing power to wash away our degenerate

tendencies so that we can rise up and rebuild the world!  

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Ramba’m teaches us (2) that a person really does have inside of

him the proper intentions and willingness to cleave to Hashem

constantly. Therefore, by having the right intentions in any

measure or manner, he is really bringing out to the open the true

and full selfless intent contained within him.

Detailed Intentions One Can Work On (based on above). 

The Mishna Berurah (3) writes about pious people who say

before eating: “I am about to eat and drink in order to be

healthy and energetic in serving Hashem.” Saying this
works on a person over time to mean it more and more.

By intending to use the resources of this world for serving

Hashem, they become elevated and sanctified and the

person who accomplishes this has achieved holiness (4).

One can have in mind to fulfill various negative

commandments involved in refraining from forbidden foods.

Eating in order to fulfill the accompanying mitzvos -

berachos, bentching, washing before and after, learning at

the table, seeing Hashem’s kindness and wonders in the

creating/processing of the food and getting it to one’s table.

[This includes many mitzvos of the heart such as loving

Hashem by seeing how He loves and provides for you,
gaining bitachon (trust and confidence) in Hashem from

seeing His providing care, etc.] 

Fulfilling the other above-mentioned plans of Hashem in

making us need to eat.              

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
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R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”L (Mishnas Reb Aharon) would say:
     “It is Hashem’s will for man to grow ceaselessly, never to be content with his spiritual achievements no matter

how lofty they may be, but to continually ascend to ever higher levels. Noah is called ‘a man of the soil’ as an

admonition for planting a vineyard. Having attained such levels of spiritual elevation as to make him worthy of

saving the world from extinction, he is chided for taking up the mundane labor of tilling the soil. Moshe Rabbeinu, by

contrast, after performing all the great miracles and ascending to Heaven to receive the Torah, never ceased to reach

for more exalted spheres. He always viewed himself as standing on the lowest rung of an endless ladder.”

R’ Aharon Yaakov Greenberg HaLevi ZT”L (Iturei Torah) would say: 
     “The rainbow is a sign of peace. It is composed of several colors which, when combined, become one glorious

color mass. By the same token, there are differences between individual people, groups and nations. A life rooted

in understanding and tolerance of others, leads to the unity which is the basis of the world’s existence.”

A Wise Man would say:   

    “You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person.”
MAZEL TOV TO NAFTALI & YITA RIVKA MINZER ON THEIR CHASUNA. . . . l`xyia on`p zia zepal ekfiy x"di



    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    xxxxkkkkyyyyiiiieeee    ooooiiiiiiiidddd    oooonnnn    zzzzyyyyiiiieeee    ....mmmmxxxxkkkk    rrrrhhhhiiiieeee    ddddnnnncccc`̀̀̀dddd    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ggggpppp    llllggggiiiieeee                                                        ((((`̀̀̀kkkk,,,,kkkk----hhhh))))    
   The Torah informs us - right off the bat - that Noach was a Tzaddik, a righteous man in his generation. A bit further on,

however, the Torah calls him "vnst aht" - a man of the earth. How does one slide from the heights of "ehsm aht" to the

apparent depths of "vnst aht"? What happened to Noach that he lost his exalted status - and in such a short time?

    In the era of the horse and buggy, traveling was a slow and arduous ordeal. Although it was primitive and very

time-consuming, yet if the horses scraped each other or the wagons collided, there was little damage and few casualties.
Today, in our “space-age,” when it takes a few short hours to fly from one end of the world to the other - it is fast-paced and

hassle-free - but if two jets collided in midair, that would be the end of both planes - there’d be nothing left!

    After the mabul, Hashem put a special blessing into the world that events that would normally take many years, occurred

in one day. The very first thing Noach did when he came out of the ark was plant a vineyard. The vines grew, the grapes

blossomed, the juice squeezed, the wine fermented, and Noach became drunk - all in one day! Since the power of time was

so great, the damage Noach did to himself was equally great! He went from an "ehsm aht" to an "vnst aht" so rapidly for he

neglected to seize the opportunity of rebuilding, regenerating and growth for tzidkus - spirituality and righteousness. Instead

his own earthly efforts brought about his immediate and precipitous downfall! How careful we must be to utilize those

special opportunities in our own lives to achieve more than we ever imagined! 

''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddlllliiiillll    mmmmiiiirrrraaaaxxxx`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmeeeeiiii    mmmmiiiirrrraaaaxxxx`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    llllrrrr    mmmmyyyybbbbdddd    iiiiddddiiiieeee    ((((aaaaiiii----ffff))))

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    jjjjzzzz`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeeiiiiggggddddllll    ddddaaaazzzzdddd    llll`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ iiiiaaaazzzz    ................    xxxxyyyyaaaa    llllkkkknnnn    iiiiggggdddd    llllkkkknnnneeee((((hhhhiiii----eeee))))
   The Leica is the pioneer 35mm camera. It is a German product - precise and utterly efficient. Behind its worldwide

acceptance as a creative tool was a family-owned, socially oriented firm that, during the Nazi era, acted with uncommon

grace, generosity and modesty. E. Leitz Inc., designer and manufacturer of Germany’s most famous photographic

product, saved its Jews. Ernst Leitz II, the steely-eyed Protestant patriarch who headed the closely held firm as the

Holocaust loomed across Europe, acted in such a way as to earn the title, “the photography industry’s Oskar Schindler.”
   As soon as Adolf Hitler YM”S was named chancellor of Germany in 1933, Ernst  Leitz II began receiving frantic calls

from Jewish associates, asking for his help in getting them and their families out of the country. As Christians, Leitz and

his family were immune to Nazi Germany’s Nuremberg laws, which restricted the movement of Jews and limited their

professional activities. To help his Jewish workers and colleagues, Leitz quietly established what has become known

among historians of the Holocaust as the “Leica Freedom Train,” a covert means of allowing Jews to leave Germany in

the guise of Leitz employees being assigned overseas. Employees, retailers, family members, even friends of family

members  were “assigned” to Leitz sales offices in France, Britain, Hong Kong and the United States.

    Leitz’s activities intensified after the Kristallnacht of November 1938, during which synagogues and Jewish shops

were burned across Germany. Before long, German “employees” were disembarking from the ocean liner Bremen at a

New York pier and making their way to the Manhattan office of Leitz Inc., where executives quickly found them jobs in

the photographic industry. Each new arrival had around his or her neck the symbol of freedom - a new Leica camera.

The refugees were paid a stipend until they could find work. Out of this migration came designers, repair technicians,
salespeople, marketers and writers for the photographic press.

   The “Leica Freedom Train” was at its height in 1938 and early 1939, delivering groups of refugees to New York every

few weeks. Then, with the invasion of Poland on Sept. 1, 1939, Germany closed its borders. By that time, hundreds of

endangered Jews had escaped to America, thanks to the Leitzes’ efforts. 

   Leitz Inc. was an internationally recognized brand that reflected credit on the newly resurgent German Reich. The

company produced range-finders and other optical systems for the German military. Also, the Nazi government

desperately needed hard currency from abroad, and Leitz’s single biggest market for optical goods was the United States.

Even so, members of the Leitz family and firm suffered for their good works. A top executive, Alfred Turk, was jailed

for working to help Jews and freed only after the payment of a large bribe.

   Ernst Leitz’s daughter, Elsie Kuhn-Leitz, was imprisoned by the Gestapo after she was caught at the border, helping

Jewish women cross into Switzerland. She eventually was freed but endured rough treatment in the course of

questioning. She also fell under suspicion when she attempted to improve the living conditions of 700 to 800 Ukrainian
slave laborers, all of them women, who had been assigned to work in the plant during the 1940s. (After the war,

Kuhn-Leitz received numerous honors for her humanitarian efforts, among them the Officier d'honneur des Palms

Academic from France in 1965 and the Aristide Briand Medal from the European Academy in the 1970s.)

    Why has no one told this story until now? According to a prominent freelance writer and editor, the Leitz family

wanted no publicity for its heroic efforts. Only after the last member of the Leitz family was dead did the “Leica

Freedom Train” finally come to light.
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                    ddddiiiidddd    mmmmiiiinnnnzzzz    wwwwiiiiccccvvvv    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ggggpppp    ggggpppp    zzzzeeeecccclllleeeezzzz    ddddllll`̀̀̀    
''''eeeebbbbeeee    ggggpppp    jjjjllllddddzzzzdddd    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeiiiizzzzxxxxeeeeccccaaaa                ((((hhhh----eeee))))                    

  The posuk in Yeshayahu (y-sb) refers to the mabul that

destroyed mankind as, “the waters of Noach” - as if to

blame the flood on Noach and his failure to return the
wicked people of his generation to proper and moral

conduct. But the question is: Didn’t Noach build the ark

for 120 years, facing constant mockery and abuse from his

neighbors? Surely he told them a punishing flood was

coming and they simply ignored and laughed at him! Why

do we fault him if his generation was so wicked?

   The renowned Mahar’i (Yehudah) Asad ZT”L offers a

unique response based on the words of Rashi, that

regarding Noach, the Torah informs us: lkv,v ohektv ,t"
"jb - “With G-d, went Noach,” in other words, Noach

required the assistance of the Almighty to survive. On the

other hand, by Avrohom Avinu, it states: h,fkv,v rat wv "
"uhbpk - “I went before Him (Hashem)” - Avrohom

supported and maintained himself. What help did Noach

need that Avrohom did not?

   The answer is that when Noach saw that the corrupt

society around him was living and prospering, he could not

understand why Hashem, in His perfect justice, did not

punish the wicked. His faith might indeed have faltered

had Hashem not informed him of the impending flood.

This is the “assistance” that Noach required. In contrast,

Avrohom fled the idolatrous land of Aram only to find in

Canaan another immoral society. Yet his faith never

wavered. On the contrary, he traveled around preaching
about G-d and even prayed that wicked Sodom be spared.

   Thus, Noach who craved absolute justice (ihsv ,sn),
walked “with G-d”  ,t")ohektv(" , while Avrohom sought

mercy and compassion for all (ohnjrv ,sn), and as a result,

he was able to “walk before Hashem” ")wv("h,fkv,v rat .

         EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

                                                mmmmyyyy    iiiilllldddd`̀̀̀aaaa    ooookkkkyyyyiiiieeee    zzzzttttiiiillll    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    zzzzttttiiii
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeennnnllll    ccccaaaarrrr    oooorrrrppppkkkk    iiiiddddiiiieeee                                ((((ffffkkkk----hhhh))))    

     The gemara (:y vkhdn) derives from this posuk that the

“beauty of Yefes shall reside in the tents of Shem.” Chazal

applied this blessing of Noach specifically to the use of the
Greek language to translate the Torah since it was the

“most beautiful language of the descendants of Yefes.”

(Rashi). Furthermore, the Yerushalmi (y:t vkhdn) states that

our sages “investigated and found that the Torah cannot be

properly translated into any language other than Greek.”

    Regarding Greek philosophy, however, Rabbi Yehudah

HaLevi writes: “Let not Greek wisdom lead you astray,

since it produces only flowers but no fruit.” It is told that

when the Rem’a, R’ Moshe Isserles ZT”L was criticized

by R’ Shlomo Luria ZT”L (Maharsha’l) for quoting

from “the wisdom of the Greek Philosopher Aristotle,” he

wrote the following in his defense: “Although I have
quoted from the words of Aristotle, I bring heaven and earth

as witnesses that in my life, I never had anything to do with

any of his books, besides what I read in Moreh Nevuchim

and other seforim written by talmidei chachamim.”

    With the descendants of Cham, it was a whole different

story. Rather than a blessing, they received a curse from

Noach. Rather than “reside in the tents of Shem,” they

blasphemed time and time again against what Shem stood

for. The grandson of Cham was the wicked King Nimrod,

of whom the Torah writes: “He was a mighty hunter

before Hashem” - he preyed on people’s consciousness

and urged them to rebel against the Creator.
    When the news that Czar Pavel gave birth to a son,

Nikolai, R’ Chaim Volozhiner ZT”L, reportedly let out a

cry of grief. “We have a kabalah from our ancestors that

any ruler whose name begins with a wbw will be wicked:

Nimrod, Nevuchadnezzar, Niron - and now Nikolai!” 

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: A little girl had been shopping with her Mother in a

department store. Outside, it was pouring rain. When they

finished, they came outside and stood under an awning

together with a group of people waiting for the rain to

abate. Some waited patiently, others were irritated because
nature messed up their hurried day. The little voice was so

sweet as it broke the hypnotic trance all were caught up in.

“Mommy, let’s run through the rain,” she said brightly. 

   “No, honey. We’ll get soaked,” her mother answered. 

   “But that’s not what you said this morning,” the young

girl protested as she tugged at her Mother’s arm. 

   “This morning? When did I say anything like that?” 
   “Don’t you remember?” said the little girl. “When you

were talking to Daddy about his cancer, you said, ‘If G-d can

get us through this, he can get us through anything!’” All the
people standing and waiting stopped - it was dead silent.

   Her mother paused and thought for a moment about what

she would say. “Sweetie, you are absolutely right. Let’s run

through the rain. If the Lord let’s us get wet, well maybe

we just needed a good washing!”
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