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or if it affects the car’s resale value, Reuven is obligated to pay.
Additionally, if there was a verbal or written agreement requiring
the borrower to report any such change in the car, Reuven must
honor that agreement. In such cases, a Bais Din or Dayan should
be consulted to determine compensation (3).
Question: Reuven damaged Shimon’s guitar by making a hole.
The repair cost two hundred dollars to restore it to working
condition, but the resale value has now also dropped because it is
now a “‘repaired guitar.” Does he have to pay for both?
Answer: This depends on the discussion in the previous
paragraph and it seems from the Poskim that he would have to
pay for both @. If they require a professional estimate to
determine if it is worth fixing, would the damager have to pay for
that? At first glance, he does have to pay for it to know how to
properly pay for the damage he did. If there are many repair
shops with different prices, how do we proceed? Do we go after
borrowed, rented, or simply scratched in passing. However, if the price in the location of the accident, the victim, or the
the scratch is significant enough that the owner would repair it, damager? These questions should be decided by a Rav or Dayan.
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s Sy rrapn X7~ The Mishnah [y 5owo] states: the o1 »w of the vy 99 (1271) ©DYN 19,310 19,5771 W P 19 NIMIAN TNV,
were poured out on the N Nawn Sw 1w 1o (the base on the westemn side of the yonn M. "wavwo wa*? Why specifically on the 1o
on westemn side? The Gemara answers because the pasuk says: "1y Srx Nna wr Nown N Hoe o', Which implies, xerma yaT xnn.
And the first o> the 0> approaches when leaving the 5>, is the o> on the west side, which is nman 5. "o quotes w4, that the o v
is poured out on the »37wn o> because that is the side "nnan Txo". But w1 is not o the words in our Gemara of "Ne» 9T NN,
Because with that o3 the reason for pouring the o on the n~wa would be because of the rule, mxin Sy ppavn . But e is leaming the
reason for this 7 is a 5"nw from the words "1y Smix nna”. Tosfos asks: Why do we need the pasuk if we know this 15 anyway from the
rule of yayn yx, since it's the first o> he encounters? 'omn answers that we only apply Yy yx when we are confronted with 2 separate
mxn -first perform the msn that you were xer2 va9. But to be yayp which To» to be o»win 79w, we wouldn't use this 595.

The "3 [ nw] brings »ow >372 wybx  who holds, that even when we have a »w 31, all the mxn of Purim are done in pwxd . It's
~anon to do the oo mxnin the first 9N, since we hold i 9y ppayn pr. Tosfos [Manon 1T ow] asks from this Gemara in no>wa: by us,
we only apply yayn yx when we are faced with 2 separate ™, yet in 0o "on we are using yavn px to tell us to do the oo mxnin
Mwry ) when it's also only one msin? Because of this, "o brings nmim» wa who answers: 3N, the o7n »»w nxaw actually could be
leamed from yayn pN, but then we would think that it's only a n>nmna5 7. So, the pasuk is needed to tell me the >a7wn Noris 210w

The vy asks: The mishnah 70 mnan] says: we must bring the -y (barley) from the closest possible place in @5y ». One of the reasons
for this is sxon Sy pwavn pN. By the wy it's one mn and we are being vy a owpn of where to get the 1y, yet we say yayn yx. Why is
this different than o »»w where it's one mxn and we're being oy yayp of the o7 nvaw, we don't say Pavn Pr? 41 09w 9 rwwa Py.

The yw [1'y1'o "N says: On maw, we are mna5 nw Yy yxa and hold them both in our hand, but we cut only the bottom nbn. (X" says
this is only on naw %, by day or on v"» we're yx1a the top n9n). The va 95 says, some are 7 to be ymNnN ¥, but we are »m to be yxia
woyn. The qo mx says the xnyn of the 11 53 is also written in HPm»n Minn. But the »a says: he saw ooy beysn on the lower one,
nYap 9"y mwyb 103 W mynen. The n'a says: "nnn »N'! How can we be nnnnnin Sy yxia and be ppayn px1vy? Therefore, he says he is
» to cut the top non. The v'v was »m to cut the lower one, but put it closer to h|m S0 as to be x¢»12 N2 Yo o avoid yayn pr. The X'
was X o be ysha on both. 2"wpa Y. ﬂ H 17 A, S BN T8 Y (3) NSOV (2) 1) NBp NAa (1)

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (52)
Question: Reuven borrowed or rented a car from Shimon, and a
slight accident occurred leaving only a small scratch. Does he
have to tell the owner? The same question can be posed about
someone who drove past another car and caused such a scratch.
Answer: Basic halacha evaluates damage using two main
approaches: 1) Reduction in market value, as per the Mishnaic
language regarding damage compensation, whether for an
animal eating crops in another’s field (1), or for injuring a person
where he cannot work . 2) The cost of repair. These two
measures can differ, and sometimes both apply. For example, a
car might be repaired for $1000, yet its resale value may still
drop due to its accident history. In the case of a minor scratch, if
the owner would not bother fixing it and the car’s market value
remains unchanged, Reuven is not obligated to inform or
compensate Shimon. This applies whether the car was

TT920m (4) 29N (DI 11 ) PN VYN 39 P YN
R’ Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik z¢”’ (Bels Halevi) would say U'pn'0y OV PN Vavna
“99N) 19y MY - Dirt is worthless but it is used to plant or create a new object. Ash once had value, but now it is burned
to nothing. Avraham was saying he was nothing, and is not worthy of anything. Chazal tell us because he said ‘Anochi afar
vaeifer,” he received the N19n 99X and NVYON V19X, Midda K’neged Midda. The n19n 99X is used to make the past impurity
become pure for the future, whereas the NvYoN 79N is to clarify that up until now she was fahor and now is tamei.”

A Wise Man would say: BV for ettm\ the past and bv throwing myself into other interests, I forget to worry.”
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In Toras Avigdor, R’ Avigdor Miller z¢”I was once asked to explain what he feels is the best way to fight against the
liberals, the progressives who are enemies of the Torah, who battle against a pure and religious lifestyle? He replied as
follows: “To fight the leftists and reformers, the very best way is to get married and have a big family. But in a case where it
will take a little time before you can find the right wife, you can still do something about it by writing letters. A letter costs
very little. It’s a pity people don’t do that more often. Personally, I send letters to senators and congressmen. Don’t think they
ignore the letters. If you’re capable, you can write letters to newspapers. And many times they print your letters.

“But remember, the very best method is to raise a family. Your children will speak as they walk through the streets - just by
being alive they’re speaking the truth. I see a boychikel on a bicycle, wearing a yarmulkah. His payos are flying behind his ears
and he is speeding down the street. You know what? That’s an advertisement for Hakadosh Boruch Hu. A pleasure to see him.

“Or the zechus of seeing our girls coming out of the Bais Yankev. A whole group of frum gitls dressed with tzniyus. That’s
kodesh kadoshim. That’s an advertisement for Hashem. You know, when the liberals see that, they get sick to their stomach.
Kein yirbu! 1t’s very important for us to increase and multiply. ‘Pru Urevu Umilu Es Ha’aretz V’chivshuha’! You should
multiply and conquer the whole world by the number of your children!”

The following story was told by a falmid of Rav Miller. It was the late in the evening on Election Day in New York City,
sometime in the early 1980’s. Rav Miller was very vocal about the upcoming election and had spent the previous four months
storming about the importance of voting against the Democrat candidate for Mayor of New York. The Rav was adamant that
the frum tzibbur should come out to the polls in large numbers to fight against the immoral and dangerous ideology of the
Democrat Party in New York. He spoke about it before shiurim, after shiurim, even during shiurim. He urged his mispallelim
and shiur attendees to call friends and encourage them to vote Republican, and to go as far as handing out papers, leaflets, to
others to make clear the importance of the election for the city on a whole and especially for the frum community.

Finally, the polls closed - it was Motzei Election Day, and the final results were coming in. A grandson of Rav Miller was
visiting his grandfather in the Rav’s apartment upstairs from the shu/ and he offered to do a favor for the Rav.

“Should I go down to the shul and find out from someone there what the results were, if our candidate won?”

The Rav responded. “No, I’'m not interested. It’s fine. Whoever wins, wins.”

“But Zeidy,” said the grandson in shock. “What do you mean ‘“Whoever wins, wins’? This is all you’ve been talking about
for months; about how important it is to vote in order to fight against the rishus, the wickedness, of these politicians! How can
you not be anxious to learn who won? What do you mean you’re not interested?”

“You have to understand,” the Rav explained, “When I fight against the liberals and the enemies of the Torah, I'm doing it
because they’re waging a war against Hashem and part of my avodas Hashem is to fight on His side, to fight for what He
wants. What the results will be, that’s out of my hands; I just have to do the most I possibly can to battle for Hashem. Once 1
do that, I'm not interested in following the results, being nervous about it and wasting time with it. Our job is to serve Hashem
and fight for Torah values as much as possible. The results? What will be, will be. But we can never stop doing our part.”

That was R” Avigdor Miller’s outlook on life. It’s all about fulfilling the words of Dovid HaMelech, “Ohavei Hashem Sinu
Ra” - if we love Hashem, we must despise evil. We have to do our utmost to be on Hashem’s team. He could not understand
how Jews can vote for a party whose platform is virulently anti-religious and anti-Hashem. How can Jews smile when corrupt
individuals visit our community in an attempt to garner our votes? How can they justify voting in order to get money for

yeshivos when those same votes will bring billions of dollars to the liberal anti-morality causes? Of course, NOX WernD o PN |

"DMIVAY AN DY - s0 no matter the outcome of any election, we all must place our faith and trusgsolely in the One above.
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Elisha HaNavi promised the Isha HaShunamis - the

Shunamite woman, that she would merit giving birth to a
child in appreciation for her hospitality, but after a few
short years the child took ill and died. The woman laid her
child on Elisha’s bed and went to find the holy prophet.
The Navi tells us that upon seeing the woman head out,
her husband asked her why she was going to see the
prophet on a day that wasn’t Rosh Chodesh or Shabbos -
the customary time to visit a prophet socially. However, the
bigger question here is why the woman did not tell her
husband that their beloved child had passed away.
R’ Michel Feinstein z¢”l (Shai L’Torah) quotes R’
Chaim (Brisker) Soloveitchik z£”] who explains that in

n,MYRn Y Axh N

the tragic case of a deceased child, it is the generally the
responsibility of a father to arrange the funeral and make the
necessary burial arrangements. In this case, we glean a lesson
in belief and faith, no matter what. The child had passed
away, and most would rightly assume that there is nothing
further one can do for the child at that point. However, the
Shunamite woman displayed a rare strength of belief in the
power of fefillah. While her husband would immediately
arrange the funeral, she decided not to tell him until after she
spoke to the Navi and exhausted all of her options.

A great lesson in Emunah and Bitachon is learned from
this story and the message is clear: how no matter what
happens. the gates of tefillah are never closed.
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n our parsha, we encounter two very different approaches to performing acts of kindness and hachnasas orchim. The

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, approach of Avraham Avinu and the approach of his nephew, Lot. Regarding Avraham the Torah tells us that he sought to

include both Sarah and Yishmael in the mitzvah, making it a family project. Lot, on the other hand, single-handedly took

R care of the Malachim, baking matzos and serving them. What is the difference in the results?

R’ Reuven Grozovsky z¢”l explained as follows: When one does a myn nwyn alone, its impact is likely just on the one

o performing said mitzvah, and it won’t necessarily spill over to others. When, however, it is done inclusively, and not as an

exclusive endeavor, the hashpa’ah filters down to all those involved, positively affecting them. Thus, regarding Avraham

© | Avinu the Torah later relates, "yay v »wv’ and "YTr> omw 1P, Whereas concerning Lot, the Torah writes, pnsnd »mM"
¥%. 1 "vinno»ya. His family degraded him. His actions weren’t reflected by, nor accepted by, even his closest kin.

The next machshava complements this vort. There’s a posuk in Mishlei (17-16) that states NN 02 %2 ONPY NILY"

"C, "oman oM - “Grandchildren are the crown of their elders, the glory of children are their parents” R’ Reuven added one

word to beautifully illuminate the meaning of this posuk: "DNMIN DM NINONY Yy O11 M2 O NIVY". When are the

%| children, the crown for the Zaidas? Only when the children feel that their glory is predicated on who their ancestors are.

Only when there is respect and awe toward, and in connection with parents, will the children be the pride of their parents.

R When the children partake together with the elders in all aspects of our rich mesorah, they will strive to emulate them too.

May we and our children be zoche o continue the glorious chain of our mesorah.
R~ miE = m& -em embarrassed to be seen in this state. Therefore, the Torah says

G | (r-m) MY U TN DTMING 3N FDSIT EN m
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"G Ywy: For many years, R” Avraham Shmuel Binyamin
| Sofer z”, also known as Ksav Sofer, would go to the same

vacation/health resort as Baron Rothschild. The Baron spent

U] alot of time enjoying the Ksav Sofer’s Torah that he delivered

on different occasions, and their relationship flourished.
One year, the Baron cut his visit short. When asked by the
Ksav Sofer why he wasn’t staying long, the Baron replied

¢ '| with a vort of his own: “Chazal (Bava Metzia 30b) tell us on
g | the posuk, "W MW NWYHN TN N2 129> 7170 NN ON9 NYHN' -
6’| make known to them the way they are to go and the practices
42| they are to follow, the word "2 -

“to go” refers to visiting
the sick. This is because when you visit the sick, you have to

= 28 recognize when you should get up and leave. Perhaps your

visit is a burden for the ill person, or perhaps the ill person is

"5>" one must know when it is time to go ...”

With that, the Baron stood up and left. The Ksav Sofer
often repeated this vort in the name of Baron Rothschild.
Ywn3: When Hashem appeared to Avraham Avinu in Ailonei
Mamre, Rashi tells us that He came to visit the sick, the
mitzvah of Bikur Cholim. This is one of the greatest acts of
kindness a person can do (Peahl:1). It is interesting to note
that the words “Bikur Cholim” have a deep meaning. Besides
the simple meaning of visiting, which is the act of showing up
and seeing the sick person’s condition and praying for his
speedy recovery, the term “bikur” implies a critical
examination of the needs of the sick patient. Whether
something physical or just merely encouraging the patient
and cheering him up, one cannot fathom what he might
accomplish with his “bikur” of the “choleh.”
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TO SERVE HASHEM

Before destroying Sodom, Hashem seems to have contemplated informing Avraham Avinu first, questioning, “Shall I hide

x| from Avraham what I am about to do?” The posukim continue, apparently spelling out Hashem’s decision process in telling

6 '| Avraham: “Since Avraham will become a great and populous nation ... that he may instruct his children and house to keep the

.| way of Hashem by doing what is just and right ...” This requires explanation. Where else do we find a debate whether a prophet
'| should receive nevuah, and furthermore, for the Torah to reveal Hashem's reasoning?

In the Hakdama to his Sefer Pituchei Chosam, R’ Moshe Sofer zt”’l, the Chasam Sofer, writes an amazing explanation. To

3 Ibe a Navi many requirements must be met, as enumerated by the Rambam in Yesodei Hatorah (ch. 7). One condition is
=¥&%] 71NN, which is spending time in seclusion, focusing entirely and solely on Hashem, which leads to an intimate closeness to

the Almighty. But because Avraham was so busy with the people and drawing them to the truth, he never had the opportunity

=] to do this. Subsequently, he never attained a level of nevuah found by other prophets! For this reason, Hashem was not going to

reveal what was going to happen to Sodom. However, Avraham was perfect in every other area, a true Ish Shaleim, and the

| rt, only reason he was short in this area was precisely because he was bringing others to true Avodas Hashem. Therefore, Hashem
| says, “This will not be the reason for Avraham to lose out. After all, he is spending his entire day on building a future that will
*] do what is just and right and serve Me.” And so, Hashem disclosed Sodom’s imminent demise with Avraham.

The Chasam Sofer concludes and says that when helping others, one will certainly not lose out on his own personal growth;

¢ o the contrary, he will merit special Siyata Dishmaya. There is a known story of a woman who would call R’ Moshe
X:5| Feinstein z¢”I every Friday to confirm the candle lighting time. R* Moshe insisted on taking the call himself, explaining, “If

Hashem gave me time to help others, how can I not take the time?”’




