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We must understand: Why does the Torah juxtapose the concept of
IYTN YN WK NP D" - "When a man takes a new wife" - the topic of
marriage, with the concept of 7520 Ny wa) »5 257 0N YA N7 - "Do not
take an upper or lower millstone for that is taking a life as security" -
which represents the idea of not pledging a debt? Since they are placed
one after the other, they must have some relationship to each other.

The sefer Meleches Machsheves gives a penetrating explanation, one
that speaks directly to our generation. When a man takes a wife, he should
indeed do everything in his power to insure his wife's happiness. However,
making a wedding so lavish and opulent that it drives one - or one's
parents and in-laws - into debt is not only foolhardy, but it is something
which the Torah explicitly discourages. The idea of making a wedding and
insuring a woman's happiness is specifically placed before the posuk
regarding a man's need to distance himself from debt so that he need not
necessitate pledging himself and his entire future, for the indebtedness of
an extravagant wedding. This idea does not concern itself solely with the
preparation and cost of a wedding, but to all aspects of married life,
whereby in an effort to pacify and insure his wife's happiness, a man will
plunge himself and his entire family into serious debt.
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A wise man once said:
"How many cares one loses when one decides not to be something -
but to be someone!"

R' Yeshaya Hal.evi Horowitz ZT"L (Shl'ah Hakodosh) would say:

"The Torah is so careful about the loss and return of someone's money.
Imagine how much more so we must be with the loss of a Jewish soul.
You are obligated to help awaken that spirit and bring it back!"

R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:
"A person's livelihood is similar to the splitting of the Red Sea. Just as
the Jewish people prayed for salvation, not expecting the sea to actually

split, so too parnassah can come from a totally unexpected source."
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open-hearted and I have as much a noble spirit as you do!"

The Rov ignored the man's barbs and continued to focus on his mission.
"Tell me," he began in a low voice, "Have you ever observed how a doctor
examines a person who comes to him complaining of chest pains? The
first thing he does is take the patient's hand to check his pulse. The reason
for this is because it is a scientific fact that the status of the heart can be
determined by checking the hand."

He stood up and declared with finality, "The bottom line is this: If you
insist that your hand should remain closed, you cannot claim that you have
an open heart!"

The rich man finally relented and made a sizable donation.

TORAH GEMS
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The gemara (y77Mv) talks about the various ways in which a child
becomes a Ben Sorer u'Moreh. The child steals, eats meat, drinks wine -
and is put to death. The obvious question is: for these minor infractions, he
should be deserving of death? The gemara explains, "In the end he will
drive his parents bankrupt, and will turn to robbery, and ultimately to
murder . Consequently , he should better die innocent, than die guilty." He
is not put to death for what he has done now, but he is is judged based on
where this pattern of behavior will end up. The Talmud Yerushalmi has
virtually the same text as the Bavli, except that the Yerushalmi concludes
the sequence of bankruptcy, robbery, and murder with, "And finally, he
will forget his learning!"” This Yerushalmi is hard to understand.

R' Yaakov Halevi Ruderman ZT"L explains that we see from this
Yerushalmi a powerful insight: No matter how bad a person gets, as long
as he still has a relationship to Limud HaTorah - the learning of Torah,
there is hope. The Yerushalmi is obviously not condoning the type of
person who does all types of forbidden things and claims that since he still
learns Torah, he is a tzaddik. The Yerushalmi is merely stating that as bad
as a person is, all hope is not lost so long as he has a relationship to Torah
learning. The power of Torah is so strong, that it can still bring him back,
even one who has strayed from the correct path in many areas. However,
for a person who forgets his learning, there is no hope. Concerning this the
Yerushalmi says, "Let him better die innocent then die guilty!"
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In one community, there was a dire need for funds to provide relief for
several poor families. One wealthy, but very stingy citizen, constantly
ignored the sense of urgency involved and barely contributed. No matter
who spoke with him, the rich man would not part with his money.

The Rov personally called upon him in an attempt to persuade him.
"The Torah tells us that no converts from the nations of Ammon and Moav
are to be allowed to join the ranks of the Jewish people. The reason for
this is clearly stated in the posuk, "As a result of the matter that they
refused to bring out to you (the Jewish people) bread and water on the
way when you left Egypt." Chazal explain that kindness and compassion
are innate Jewish character traits, and that cruelty is incompatible with a
Jewish identity. Thus, anyone who does not manifest these attributes is
raising doubts about the authenticity of his roots." The Rov spoke to the
rich man in a casual tone. "You know, for you to refuse to be of help when
the needs of the poor are so desperate, makes me wonder as to whether
you truly are a rank and file member of our great nation!"

The man turned crimson with rage. "How dare you come into my home
and say such words! I am just as Jewish as the next person. Who do you
think you are to decide who and what makes a Jew? I am extremely
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