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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

SELECTED HALACHOS OF YOM KIPPUR
QUESTION: Every day, a person has an obligation to
recite 100 berachos. How is one able to do this on Yom
Kippur due to the fact that we are missing about 34
berachos from the usual 100?

ANSWER: Under difficult circumstances like Yom
Kippur, one may rely on certain leniencies in calculating
the full complement of 100 berachos. Thus, if one pays
close attention to all of the blessings made by those who
are ymns o, as well as the one who receives maffir, he
can be nxy 29 berachos. The remaining berachos needed
may be fulfilled by saying myw ~wnr after using the
restroom (2), smelling pspen, listening carefully to the
repetition of Shemona Esrai (ywn nmin), or at least
listening to berachos made by other people i.e. apwn noma
and talis.

QUESTION: If one takes off his alis for a break in the
davening, must he make a new beracha when putting it
back on?

ANSWER: If the break was less than 3 hours long, one
should not make a new beracha (1.

QUESTION: If one touches his non-leather shoes on Yom
Kippur, is he required to wash his hands?

ANSWER: There is a npwnn amongst the poskin (as
brought down in the sefer 1.2 mannn 939 qoxn) on

this issue. However, one who wants to wash his hands has
whom to rely on.

QUESTION: Is one permitted to walk into a bathroom
while wearing his ittel?

ANSWER: It is preferable for a person to remove his
kittel when he enters a restroom for any reason (2).
QUESTION: When does one make the beracha
mysnine on Yom Kippur?

ANSWER: Men recite the beracha all together after Ko/
Nidrei. Ladies should say it when they light candles and
not repeat it again later with the congregation. If a lady has
a heter from a Rov to not accept the fast immediately (for
various reasons) and states so clearly before lighting the
candles, she then should say it later in s/ with the rest of
the congregation, after Kol Nidrei.

QUESTION: Ifa lady is home when the fast ends and she
finds it exceedingly difficult to keep fasting until her
husband returns from shul and makes havdalah, is she
permitted to eat before he gets home?

ANSWER: Preferably, she should make her own
havdalah or hear from someone who has already come
home. If not, she can say the words wmp 1 Sv1ann T
wny and take a drink of water. In cases of real hardship
and water alone will not suffice, there are certain
leniencies that allow her to eat a snack (3).
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R' Matisyahu Solomon Shlit"'a would say:

"ovn wot - Remember us for life. Life means different things for different people. For most people it
means simply to live. However, to some people their house is their life and to others their car is their life. A
person must avoid making these things so important that they become that person's 'life-wish,' prompting
Hashem to answer this foolish wish instead of granting him the most important gift of real life."

R' Menachem Breslover ZT"L would say:

"As soon as Yom Kippur ends, 1 place my ear against the wall to listen for the shamash banging on
doors and calling the Jews for selichos in preparation of the next Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur."

R' Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik ZT"L (Brisker Rov) would say:
"The reason many otherwise non-observant Jews observe Yom Kippur is not because Yom Kippur is so
important to them, but because it is treated with such sanctity and intensity by us!"
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'Nu'is taken partly from the French word that means 'no." The man shrugged. "I was asking the Almighty
that there should not be a single »y - poor person, during this entire year."
R' Yeshuah replied, "Indeed, with your prayer, you have brought us a year of abundance and prosperity."

TORAH GEMS

(29-33 MNN) YNHNY NYYNI 02>MY) NN DN

There is a unique mitzvah that is applicable only
to Yom Kippur. The posuk declares, nx oy
muinD ywna oomwe - "You shall afflict your
souls on the ninth of the month." Asks the gemara
(0 mwn wnn): "Do we really fast on the ninth? But
we know that it is on the tenth that we fast! It is to
tell us that whosoever eats and drinks on the ninth
(Erev Yom Kippur), the posuk considers it as if he
truly fasted on the ninth and the tenth."

Furthermore, the gemara (.39 npv) describes
how we are to eat on Erev Yom Kippur: "There is a
requirement to confess one's sins on the eve of
Yom Kippur. However, the wise men have said that
one should confess before he eats and drinks (the
npoann nTwo), lest he lose his mind during the
meal.”" The Ramba''m adds, "Lest he choke (on his
food)." According to this, the wise thing to do
before a person sits down every day of the year to a
meal, is to confess his sins. After all, maybe he will
choke on his food while eating and die without
doing Teshuva - repenting his sins?

R' Shimon Schwab ZT"L explains: A person is
created with taste buds in order to feel and taste the
flavor of the food he eats. The purpose is to prevent
him from ingesting a spoiled food or one that is bad
for him so that he doesn't cause himself harm or get
sick to his stomach. However, by the pnmyo
npoann on Erev Yom Kippur, which is a mxn
NINT - Written  Commandment, one may
become so caught up in the mitzvah as he is
performing it and totally overwhelmed by the idea
of eating in order to satisfy the will of his creator,
that he won't be careful as he's eating and choke on
his food. Thus, especially by this meal, chazal

require us to confess our sins before eating.
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The gemara (0> m>17) states: pon NN DN
NAY DI PINN ITINN ON NP9 17’3 9y DN
nnwn nwy - "If vou see a Torah scholar who has
committed a sin at night, do not harbor doubts
about him by day for he may have repented.”" On
this statement the gemara asks a question: xpw»
PNAUN DY ONTY NON TNVT RPYD Nawn vy -
"Do you mean to say he may have repented? Say
rather, he has certainly repented.” Now this is a
remarkable statement. If chazal deem this person a
talmid chacham, a Torah scholar, then he must
certainly be a G-d-fearing man. How then is it
conceivable that he should commit a sin - publicly
moreover - so that we need to be given an assurance
that he has since repented?

R' Meir of Premishlan ZT"L gives the
following beautiful answer. A true talmid chacham
does not commit a sin. His mind and body are
properly trained in the service of Hashem and this
prevents him from committing a transgresion. What
could have happened? It is possible that one can
find him at some point during the day or night not
engaged in the study of Torah. But since he might
appear to you as a transgressor, chazal warn us:
"Do not harbor doubts about him, for he was cer-
tainly repenting at that time." This, then, is what the
Sages mean: "If you see a falmid chacham who has
committed a sin" - that is, who is at the moment not
engaged in the study of the Torah, do not harbor
doubts about him, for he may have been repenting
"at that time."
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One of the famous sages of Sephardic Jewry was the great Chacham, R' Yeshuah Basis ZT"L,
widely recognized as from among the great scholars of Tunisia. One year as R' Yeshuah was leading the
tefillos on Yom Kippur, he tearfully entreated the Almighty by the words, 'y 138712 MY , MY AN MY -
"dnswer us, our Father, answer us; answer us, our Creator, answer us." The entire congregation was
moved to tears by the force of the Rabbi's prayers. R' Yeshuah, however, did not let up as he realized that
the gates of compassion were closed and his prayers were not able to penetrate to the heavens.

MY DANAN PYN Wy - "Answer us, G-d of Avrohom, answer us!" he cried out bitterly, begging for
Heavenly intervention. The congregation responded with a thunderous myy pnxs Tna wy» - "dnswer us,
Fear of Yitzchok, answer us!" It was now apparent that the Rabbi was struggling with a serious crisis on
behalf of his people; something was amiss and it was negatively affecting the Divine Judgement. Indeed,
with his Ruach Hakodesh - Holy spirit, R' Yeshuah was able to discern that an iron blockade had barred
the path of their prayers. The prosecution had persevered, the Divine anger had been aroused in the
heavens. G-d forbid, it was not going to be a good year for the Jewish people. The congregation
reintensified their prayers.

Amidst the tremendous clamor, R' Yeshuah suddenly detected an unusual sound, that of a simple Jew
repeating incessantly a single word, with longing and yearning: "4nenu! Anenu! Anenu!" This man was not
a learned man by any means and the tefillos themselves were something of a stretch for him. Yet, here he
was crying and screaming with the rest of the congregation, calling out one single word in hopeless
desperation, over and over again: "Anenu! Anenu! Anenu!" The congregation continued the prayer evoking
mapy pany - "Strength of Yaakov" and npyoawn nvyr - "Savior of the Tribes.” Meanwhile, that Jew
simply repeated over and over "Anenu! Anenu! Anenu!"

And then the Rabbi eased a bit in the forcefulness of his prayers. It seemed that this simple Jew's cries
had accomplished what the whole congregation could not: he had softened the barrier, broke through the
wall and opened the gates of Heaven. The harsh decree was lifted, salvation and mercy carried the day!

Immediately after davening had ended. R' Yeshuah went over to this man and implored him. "Please tell
me, what were your intentions when you repeated that single word - "Anenu’ - over and over?"

The man didn't understand the question. "Is our revered rabbi not familiar with the meaning of the
words?" R' Yeshuah continued to beg him to tell. Finally, he said, "Rabbi, this is not a single word. You
must know that it is really two words - "Ani Nu.’ The word '4ni’ means a poor person and the second word
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