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any case of hearing testimony. Testimony of incompetent
witnesses are unacceptable. Even so, writes Chacham
Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron Shlit’a, where the witnesses are
incompetent under halachic principles, their testimony may
aid them in drawing conclusions based on common sense

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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"wy1p 1a0m H¥” - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (17)
The Age Factor. Last week, we touched upon the various age
groups involved in the halacha of a girl not dressed properly.
There are also a number of different age groups regarding the
halacha of "nvy nwxa 59" - the singing voice of a lady or gitl,
which is sometimes forbidden to listen to and other times, even
if not specifically forbidden to listen to, can still prohibit a man
from saying holy words if he hears her singing.

Under the Age of Six. The Ben Ish Chai () writes that until a
girl reaches the age of six years old, her young and childish
voice will not call arousal in men who listen to it. Therefore, we
do not find any clear prohibition in listening to girls from that
age group, and even saying holy words is permitted within
hearing range of their singing. (Note: It would probably be a
good idea when positioning girl-school classrooms, to place
these younger classes closer to the street.) Even certain arayos
(forbidden relatives which have stricter halachos) such as a
young sister-in-law and the like, will not forbid a man to listen to
under the age of six (see Levusha shel Torah 75:8).

Age Six to Eleven. In this age group, there are some delicate
halachos that need to be delineated. Firstly, to say holy words
when a man hears gitls of this age singing is certainly prohibited.

LU W;@I"N ﬂwﬂﬁ\'fgﬂ

presumptions (NYTMN) or as proof of an objective reality.
Hearsay is inadmissible, except in rare cases such as
confirming that a missing husband has died (Agunah). In
the guise of halacha, testimony from a newspaper or
magazine is not worth the paper it is written on.
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‘When not saying holy words, there is no prohibition to hear them
sing, and a man is not required to leave the room. However, he
may not specifically listen in order to enjoy their singing voices. If
the girl singing is one who he may not marry, i.e. a sister-in-law,
step-daughter (to the exclusion of the closest blood relatives like
a daughter and sister), or a gentile, he is not permitted to hear her
sing even without any extra intention to enjoy her voice, and he
must leave the room. From the above, emerges the following
not-well-known halacha: One is not permitted to hear his
young sister-in-law sing once she turns six. A father can
always hear his daughter sing and can even say holy words when
she is singing till she turns eleven. Many Poskim hold that the
same is true for a brother regarding a sister singing (see Mishna
Berura () and Levusha shel Torah (3)).

Age Eleven and Older. Once a girl turns eleven, two important
changes take place. First, one must take into account that she
might be a niddah (see Igros Moshe @) and is like a forbidden
lady (described in the above paragraph) whose singing voice is
prohibited for him to hear, even without intention to enjoy.
Second, (not for the above reason of niddah) even a father and
brother who may hear her sing cannot say holy words at that
time, since there is a slight potential of being aroused (5).
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Klausenberger Rebbe, R’ Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam ZT”L (Lapid Aish) would say:

YN YN P PTO PT P2 0T 0T P VAVYND 72T TN NOD ' - ‘If there arises for you a matter that is too hard for
Jjudgment, between blood and blood, between law and law, and between plague and plague.’ How is it possible for a
matter to arise that is so difficult that none of the wise men of Israel will be able to judge it properly? Throughout our
history, we have included among our ranks some of the most brilliant minds who plumbed the depths of the Torah to
understand the very crucible of life. Is it possible that these same people will not know how to judge a matter that is
found in the Torah? The answer is contained in the rest of the posuk: "PIyw1 M7 - ‘matters of controversy within
your gates.’ Itis the controversy the arguments, the disunity and machlokess that cause the halacha to be forgotten.”

Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT”L (Chiddushei HaRim) would say:

“The cities of refuge (V5P »y) serve an important purpose. When a Jews accidentally kills another and is forced to
flee from his home, he is distraught, at a low point in his life. He feels as if he has no place to turn to. Thus, Hashem
makes him a place where he can go, where he has hope to one day return. The same goes for a sinner. Often he feels
like he has hit rock bottom, he has lost all hope in himself. We must help him and “find him” a way to do Teshuvah!”

A Wise Man would say:
“Here’s some good advice: Be like a postage stam
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- stick to one thing until you get there.”
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The Torah instructs us: “Be wholehearted with Hashem, your G-d.” Rashi quotes the words of the Sifri as follows:
“Conduct yourself with Hashem with simplicity and depend on Him ... accept whatever happens to you with (pure)
simplicity and then, you will be with Him.” If one accepts whatever comes his way, Hashem will be with him as well.

On November 18, 1995, Itzhak Perlman, the world-renowned violinist, came on stage to give a concert in New York
city’s Avery Fisher Music Hall at Lincoln Center. If you have ever seen a Perlman concert, you will know that getting on
stage is no small achievement for this man. He was stricken with polio as a child, and wears braces on both legs. He walks
with the aid of two crutches. To see him walk across the stage, one slow, painful step at a time, is an awesome sight.
Although he walks with obvious distress, his bearing is regal as he makes his way to his chair. Then he sits down, slowly
puts his crutches on the floor, unhooks the clasps on his legs, tucks one foot back and extends the other foot forward.
Finally, he bends down, picks up his violin and puts it under his chin, nods to the conductor and proceeds to play.

By now, the audience is used to this ritual. They sit quietly while he makes his way across the stage to his chair. They
remain reverently silent while he unhooks the clasps on his legs. They wait until he is ready to play.

But on the night of November 18, 1995, something went wrong. The music began as usual and the sweet strains of his
violin hummed delightfully through the hall. Midway through his performance, however, one of the strings on his violin
snapped. In fact, everyone in the audience could hear it snap - it went off like gunfire across the room! There was no
mistaking what that sound meant and the audience gasped in collective consternation. The music stopped suddenly and
one could hear a pin drop in the vast hall. All eyes were on Perlman - waiting for him to get up up, put on his leg clasps
again, pick up the crutches and limp his way offstage - either to find another violin, or to find another string for the broken
one. But he didn’t. Instead, he waited a moment, closed his eyes, and then signaled to the conductor to continue playing.

The orchestra began again, and Perlman played from where he had left off. That evening, he played with such passion,
such power and such purity as he had never played before. Of course, everyone knows that it is nigh impossible to play a
symphonic work with just three strings on a violin. I know that, and you know that, but that night Itzhak Perlman refused to
know that. You could see him modulating, adjusting, practically recomposing the symphonic piece in his head. At one point,
it sounded like he was retuning the strings to extricate new sounds from strings that had never made them before. When he
finished, there was an awesome silence in the room. And then the people rose and cheered. There was an extraordinary
outburst of applause from every corner of the auditorium. Every man, woman and child was on his or her feet, screaming
and cheering, admiring the strength and passion of this great musician and showing appreciation for what he had done.

For his part, Itzhak Perlman smiled, and sat in his chair, seemingly oblivious to the waves of applause that washed over
him. He was breathing heavily - the strain of his extraordinary performance left him winded. And then, he wiped the sweat
from his brow, raised his bow to quiet the crowd, and spoke - not boastfully, but in a quiet, pensive, reverent tone. “You
know,” he said, “sometimes it is the artist’s task to find out how much music you can still make with what you have left.”

Simple words - but so powerful! A line that is memorable and all-encompassing. Perhaps this is the definition of life -
not just for artists, but for each and every human being. Look at Itzhak Perlman. Here is a man who has practiced all his life
to make music on a violin of four strings; when all of a sudden, in the middle of a concert, he finds himself shorthanded.
What does he do? Does he give up? No - he makes music with three strings, and the music he plays that night is more
beautiful, more sacred, more memorable, than any he has ever played before - even when his instrument has four strings.

"PPOR ' 0y NN omn” - perhaps our task in the shaky, fast-changing, bewildering world in which we live is to make
music - at first with all that we have, and then, when that is no longer possiblcijwith whatever it is we have left.
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Swn: When the Gaon, R’ Chaim Soloveitchik (ﬁrisker)
ZT”L passed away in 1918 (5678), his Talmid Muvhak
(prime disciple) R’ Boruch Ber Lebowitz ZT”’L was in
the city of Kremenchug at the time and was initially
unaware of his mentor’s passing. R’ Boruch Ber first heard
of the news when a man told him that he had seen in the
newspaper that his Rebbe, R’ Chaim, had been niftar.

R’ Boruch Ber listened but did not show any signs of
mourning. Moments later, two other men came into his
home and informed him of the bitter news. He immediately

broke down crying and accepted upon himself the laws and
customs of mourning.

A few days later, the first man who had told R’ Boruch
Ber the news asked him for an explanation. R’ Boruch Ber
replied, “In the Torah we do not find that newspapers have
any ne’emanus (credibility). Therefore, one cannot believe
what is written in them. On the other hand, when two men -
who are kosher witnesses according to the Torah - came up
to me, I believed and accepted the shocking news.”

5'@79_3: The Torah states that two witnesses are necessary in
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The Ramban comments: although the posuk indicates
that the people must verbally state their request for a king,
the latter part of the posuk, “like all the nations that are
around me,” is not an essential part of the condition. It is a
prediction, because that language was in fact the one used by
the people in the episode that led to the anointing of Shaul as
the first king of Israel: “Now make us a king to judge us like
all the nations.” (N-N 'N YNww) The Ramban justifiably
questions how appropriate is it for Klal Yisroel to use other
nations as an example and to be envious of their practices.
The great Sephardic Chacham, Rabbeinu Don Yitzchok
Abarbanel ZT”L offers a uniquely different approach and
says that this posuk foresees a day when ungrateful Jews in
the Land of Israel would ask for a king, not out of necessity
but merely to be like other nations; not in a time of war and
conquest, when a king could render an important service, but
after the Land had been already settled, when a king would
be of comparatively little real value. Thus, Hashem
commanded that the king they will get will not be the one
they want, but the one “whom Hashem, your G-d, shall
choose.” The mitzvah consists of not requesting a king but
accepting the king that Hashem will have chosen. It is a
conditional mitzvah depending on a future aspiration of the
people for a king, even though it is not entirely a desirable
one and indicates a loss of virtue by the people. Nevertheless,
should it happen, the people are commanded to take a king
only as prescribed in the mitzvah. Effectively, the Abarbanel
explains, the command to choose a king is not at all an
obligation - it is a permission slip. It specifies the procedure
to be followed if and when the regrettable happens: Bnei
Yisroel are no longer satisfied with the kingdom of heaven but
want a tangible leader who will visibly march before them to
the battlefield. Should this sorry state arise, our posuk
provides the precepts that then become needed. (9 %)
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What is sheker? Literally, the word translates to lies
and falsehood, but in reality, it means so much more. Our
sages have instructed us to remove ourselves from anything
that is remotely dishonest or deceitful, to the point where a
Jew must expend energy to ensure that his fellow Jew does
not debase himself with lies and deception. In Sefer
Chassidim, Rabbeinu Yehudah HaChassid ZT”’L writes
as follows: “If you see people nearby whispering and you
wish to know what they are whispering about, do not ask
them, for by doing so, you may cause them to become liars.
If they had really intended that you should know (what they
are saying), they would have told you; now that they did not
tell you (and were whispering instead), they do not want
you know and thus they will surely utter a falsehood.”

On one occasion, a prominent fundraiser from one of the
leading Tzedakah organizations in Israel came to R’ Yosef
Sholom Elyashiv ZT”L with a personal request. As the
Rav well knows, the man explained, the organization raises
money for a very worthy cause, assisting numerous Torah
scholars and other indigent Jews who rely on their funds to
make it through the day, the week or the year. Fundraising
is quite difficult and any advantage that will bring in a few
extra dollars is exploited. Would it be possible, asked the
man, to take a photograph of Rav Elyashiv himself, placing
a large denomination bill into a pushka (charity box) with
the name of the organization prominently displayed on the
box, so that all can see that the Rav himself supports the
organization and approves of the fundraising campaign?

Rav Elyashiv was shocked at the request and began to
tremble. “But this is deception!” he denounced. “I should
hold a bill that does not belong to me and pretend to give it
to Tzedakah when I have done no such thing? This is »ron
'NIPPWI - it appears to be fake, and (even to the benefit of an
organization) there is no greater act of deceit than this!”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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There are two types of Emunah: Faith in one’s rabbis and teachers, and faith in Hashem. They both emanate from the
same source which is subjugating the M (straightness) of one’s heart. R’ Eliyahu Dessler ZT”’L. (Michtav M’Eliyahu)

gives a lengthy explanation of this concept and the practical application for us is quite amazing. A human’s mind perceives
things in a certain way. There are complicated mathematical equations that only the greatest of minds can solve, and there
are deep scientific concepts that only the most trained heads can comprehend. But then there is something even beyond the
intellect of the greatest man - and that is Emunah. When things happen to us in life that “make no sense,” it is simply our
own inability to comprehend the ways of Hashem and therefore we think there is something wrong with it.

In actuality EVERYTHING that happens to us is good and that is because it is from Hashem whose Divine wisdom is just
that - Divine - while our wisdom is finite and limited. This mentality applies to our chachamim as well. Although they are
mortal human beings, who talk and walk like us, they are the representatives of Hashem in this world. Rabbanim who are truly
serving the 1zibbur I’sheim shamayim, who themselves are true yirei shamayim, are given special Divine assistance to shepherd
their flock properly. We are told that we must listen to our chachamim even if they tell us that left is right and right is left,
which means that even if it makes no sense to us - we must subjugate our minds and hearts to follow the words of our Rabbis.
In this zechus may we merit the blessing of "»22y9 70N 'Na PV1IN” - Hashem will surround us on all sides with His kindness.




