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right thing was the mashgiach R’ Yechezkel Levenstein zt”].

Swn3: The Seforno here applies the Gemara (VO NV
which tells how Shimon the Kohen Gadol went out to greet
Alexander the Great, upon his arrival in the Holy Land. At
the sight of Shimon, the great conqueror fell prostrate at his

feet, and explained to his astonished companions that the
image of the Jewish high priest was always with him in battle,
fighting for him and leading him to victory. This is the amazing
effect of this blessing: All a gentile or ignoramus needs is to
gaze upon the face of a Tzaddik and he will do the right thing.

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂwy?_@"a

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (99)
Preserving our Kedusha: Yichud (cont.). oW - Guardians
who Permit Yichud. A second category in the area of people
who permit Yichud is “Shomrim” - Guardians. As explained
previously, one man secluded with two ladies is prohibited
because both ladies might be persuaded to sin and one will not
inform on the other so as to cover up her own sin. Even with
three or more ladies it is a dispute in halacha if it helps and one
should be strict under normal circumstances unless it is a difficult
situation (unlike the opinion of Rashi). However, there are
occasions where other ladies can act as Shomrim - guardians, to
protect women from the issur of Yichud. These “Guardians” are:

1) A young girl ().

2) Alady whose husband is in the city and knows where she is ).

3) A close relative of the man, ie. daughter, granddaughter,
mother, grandmother, wife, sister (3).

4) A potential “rival.” These are the five women listed in the
Mishna who “might hate her.” These are a daughter-in-law,
mother-in-law, sister-in-law, step-mother, and step-daughter
@. These relatives can and should be friendly to one another,
but Chazal understood that in these specific relationships, the
very real possibility of friction exists, thus, one would not do
anything wrong in front of that relative who might be eager
to tell others (to make her look bad). These potential “rivals”
therefore act as Shomrim to permit Yichud.
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D A Young Girl. A young girl between the ages of 5-10
(including 10) removes the issur of Yichud when a man and
another lady are present. A girl of that age will not be tempted to
sin, yet she is old enough to tell others what she sees. This will
discourage the lady from sinning. This heter ends at the age of
eleven when the girl herself might be persuaded to sin. However,
if she is a daughter, granddaughter or sister of the man, where
there is no temptation to sin, she can still be a “Guardian” even
after age 11. A boy from age 5 and up is a Shomer (from age 5-9
he is no different than a girl and from 9 and above, he is like a
man) and with a boy present, one man can be with one lady.

2) A Lady Whose Husband is in the City. In such a case, where
the husband is local and knows where his wife is, this permits her
to be secluded with a man, and permits other ladies to be there as
well. The reason is that since the wife will not sin, the others will
also not sin. CORRECTION: This halacha necessitates a
correction to last week’s material. We concluded with a halacha
that if a male teacher is the only man in a locked school building
with female teachers and students, he is relying on the opinion of
Rashi. This is usually not the case, because in most cases, there will
be at least one married lady teacher whose husband is present in
the city, which then permits all of them to be there, as explained.
3) A Close Relative. A sister, daughter, granddaughter, mother
or grandmother of the man permits Yichud for him with another
lady. Since the relative will not sin the other will also not sin.
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Chortkover Rebbe, R’ Yisroel ﬁledman zt”’] (quoted in Taam V’daas) would say:

“ONIY NN THY NN T DY W TYTP Pwon nopen’ - Chazal tell us that the mitzvah of Tzedaka (charity) is the only

commandment where Hashem mainly considers the fact that one helps a poor person regardless of his intentions while
doing the mitzvah. With Bikkurim, too, because one has given tithes and charity, he declares that even if Hashem regards
these mitzvos from His high place in Heaven and finds his intentions inadequate, he should still be blessed for doing them.”

R’ Chaim ben Betzalel zt”1 (brother of the Maharal M’Prague in Sefer HaChaim) would say:

“It is recorded in Sefer Maharil that people in some communities refused to accept the aliya of the Tochecha in
Parshas Ki Savo. Since the curses are written in the singular form, people were afraid to be called to the Torah for this
section, as it would sound as though the curses are directed at them personally. This irrational ‘fear’ of the Tochecha
led to disgraceful situations in some synagogues. The Torah would remain open, in the middle of the reading, for
several hours, as no congregants were willing to come and accept this aliya. Some rabbis attributed major communal
catastrophes to this sin, of having to wait hours until a volunteer would accept the aliya of the Tochecha.”

A Wise Man would say:
“You spend years telling your parents to get off your back, only to realize they’re the only ones who really had your back.”
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Among the Sifrei Torah positioned in rows inside the Aron Hakodesh of Brooklyn’s Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah
Vodaath, there is one Torah scroll dedicated to the everlasting memory of “Aryeh ben Leah Kornblit and his wife,” who
perished in the Holocaust. Memorials such as these are not uncommon. Many of those who were spared the slaughter of
European Jewry have written Torah scrolls to perpetuate the names of loved ones whose final resting place is unknown.
But this Torah scroll in the ark of the renowned Yeshivah is unique in that the initial payment for it was not made by
survivors, but by the two martyrs themselves whose names are embroidered on its velvet mantle.

The story behind this unusual occurrence was recounted by the venerable Rebbe of Bluszov, R’ Yisroel Shapira zt”1.
The Rebbe himself was a survivor of the Janowska death camp, near Lvov, from which only a handful of the 3,000
inmates emerged alive at the time of liberation. One cold winter’s night, a Jewish kapo (overseer) entered the Rebbe’s
barracks and called out that the rabbi should get up. Not one person stirred. It was clear that the rabbi was to be singled out
for special torture, so what was the point of saying anything? The kapo then changed his tone and reassured the inmates that
nothing would happen to Rabbi Shapira and that he had an important message for him. Finally, R’ Yisroel rose from his bunk.

The moment the Rebbe identified himself, the kapo took out a crumpled envelope and placed it in his hand. Wordlessly,
the Rebbe opened the envelope and drew out a sheet of paper, with words scribbled in pencil. It was obvious that the note
was written in great haste and whoever had written it had not much time to spare. It read as follows:

January 13, 1943. My dear Rabbi Yisroel Shapira, may you have a long and happy life!

They have just surrounded the bristle factory in the ghetto where some 800 of us have been working, and we are about
to be put to death. The only question they are still debating is whether they should shoot us on the spot or take us to the
ovens. Please, dear Rabbi, if you should be found worthy of being saved, and if you should be able to settle in the Land of
Israel, see to it that somewhere upon our holy soil, a little marker is put up with my wife’s name and my own so that our
names should not be forgotten. Or maybe - no matter where you will make your new home - you might have a Torah scroll
written in our memory. I am enclosing fifty American dollars, which I hope the messenger to whom I am giving this note
will give to you. I must hurry, because they have already ordered us to take off our clothes.

When I get to the Other World, I will convey your greetings to your holy ancestors and will ask them to intercede on
your behalf so that your days may be long and happy. Your servant, Aryeh ben Leah Kornblit.
P.S. My sister’s children are living with a Gentile family named Vasilevsky, near Gredig. Please take them from there and
turn them over to a Jewish family. Whatever happens, they must remain Jews. My wife, Sheva bat Chaya, was shot yesterday.

An old fifty-dollar bill fell out of the envelope. The Rebbe clasped the letter to his chest and carried it with him
wherever he went. He survived the war and made his way to the U.S. where in the spring of 1946, he attended a large
Melava Malka on the Lower East Side of New York. Among the 500 people in attendance were great rabbis and scions of
rabbinic and chasidic dynasties who survived the Nazi death camps and arrived in America only weeks or months before.

The audience sat in stunned silence as one Holocaust survivor after the other ascended the speaker’s dais and told over
their stories. When it was the Bluszhover Rebbe’s turn, he did not tell his own story but instead, in a voice choked with
sobs, read aloud the letter from Aryeh ben Leah Kornblit. The hall resounded with bitter weeping. The Rebbe appealed to
the audience to help him carry out the last wishes of this holy Jew to commission a Sefer Torah, and the response was
generous. Eventually the Torah scroll was completed and consecrated in a joyous event at Yeshiva Torah Vodaath.

The Bluszover Rebbe concluded, “Consider what strength Hashem gives to His people. Here you have a man who saw his

wife shot, who himself was about to die, and yet found it ‘in his heart to_ C
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hold a Sefer Torah in their arms...” f_@_@ﬁﬂ
Y

Swn: Reb Yerachmiel Boyer, Chairman of Kupat Cholim
Meuchedet, told the following story: “I was once in Tel Aviv
on business, and I lost my wallet. It contained a large sum of
cash which wasn’t even mine. I retraced my steps and
searched tirelessly, but to no end. All my efforts were in vain.
“A few days later, I received a telephone call from a man
I didn’t know, a resident of Tel Aviv. He told me that he
found my wallet, and that I could pick it up at his home.
“When I arrived, I realized that this honest person was an
irreligious Jew, who not only did not observe the mitzvos,
but in the course of conversation, he made it clear that he

ink of those who would live after him who would

Originally published in “Religiese Yidishe
Velt” by N. Gordon, May 14, 1953

didn’t respect the Torah or anything to do with religion. I
was stunned: Why had such a man decided to return such a
large amount? How could he resist the lure of easy money?
“That’s when he explained things to me: “When I found
your wallet and saw all that money, I decided to keep it for
myself. I later opened it again and saw a photograph of a
rabbi inside. As I looked at the photograph, I began to shake
with fear and I realized that I couldn’t keep the money, that I
must do the right thing and return it to its owner.””
Reb Yerachmiel asked to see the picture. The person in the
photograph who “scared” an irreligious man into doing the
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Rashi and the Daas Zikeinim quote the Gemara in Sotah that the word "5y’ means "0 92" - in a loud voice. The farmer
brings his first fruit and says to the kohen: ".. "IN TIN N - the same words we say in the Haggada, containing references to
some of the darkest times in our history. Why must he speak in a loud voice - we do not find any such reference in last week’s
parsha when it says "Ny’ or "nwy"? Furthermore, if the farmer is thanking Hashem for his bountiful harvest, why does he
recall the difficult times that his ancestors went through? Shouldn’t he rather recite happy words of gratitude to Hashem?

My machshava is that when a Yid cries out to Hashem, begging Him for all the things he needs in a loud voice, Hashem
hears his fefillos. So when these tefillos are answered, shouldn’t he thank Hashem the same way - "075%72" - in a loud, joyous
voice? His feelings of gratitude must be conveyed with the identical intensity with which he was initially beseeching Hashem!
Perhaps this is why we say "pa77 ©710" out loud, by the beracha of “Modim.” We cannot just answer Amen to the
chazan’s beracha and be x¥y with his Modim - we must each individually thank Hashem in our own personal way!

For this reason, when the farmer brings his bikkurim, now is the time to dwell upon the traumatic events of the past in order
to recognize that whatever happened was from Hashem and it was all good! Had Yaakov not suffered in Lavan’s house, he
would not have married the four Imahos. Had our forefathers not seen such bitter and strenuous years as slaves in Egypt, they
would have been there for another 190 years. Each difficult event was a catalyst for something good to happen. Now, when
the farmer is thanking Hashem for all his bounty, he recounts the troubles of the past, teaching us a lesson of vital importance
that Hashem’s grand plan is all for the best and a Yid must show his gratitude for everything that happens in his life!

And this is why it says "Twwm” by the m55p (curses). To make us realize that even when a supposed N5 comes into our
lives, it is really a n272. "Twwi' - the realization and understanding that it’s from Hashem and it’s all good, should reach us!

RUSH V'CHIDDUS almost done for dramatic effect, for the people to feel

(05-12).... BN PIES PN TIAR 3T AN B NS TN N reverence and affection for the sacred text by standing,

ursed is he who does not uphold the words of this
Torah.” The Ramban cites the Yerushalmi (15 now): “This
refers to the chazan who fails to ensure that the Torah scroll
is properly lifted and does not fall.” In other words, says the
Ramban, one who fails to properly do “Hagbaha” - the ritual
of lifting the Torah scroll to show the writing to everyone in
the synagogue, brings about a curse. Does failing to properly
lift the Torah really qualify for a curse? Does a flawed
Hagbaha rank among the most grievous offenses a Jew can
commit, such as idolatry, murder, deviance and bribery?
When the Torah is lifted and shown to the congregation,
this is not a cognitive, intellectual experience. The purpose is
not to teach or instruct, but rather to create a positive
association and emotional bond with the Torah. Hagbaha is

gazing, and declaring in unison, “V’zos HaTorah..” The
concept of Hagbaha, then, is the effort to inject a sense of
admiration and fondness for Torah, engendering among our
fellow Jews a sense of connectedness and affiliation, a high
regard and reverence, for our sacred Torah traditions.

Thus, " X 9WX W' is more like a warning directed
not specifically at the one doing Hagbaha in the shul, but
rather to each and every Jew, who is charged with “lifting”
the Torah, of raising its esteem among our fellow Jews. This
“curse” is more a charge to make the Torah appealing, to see
to it that it evokes an association of respect and admiration,
and not, Y'N, an association of disgust and revulsion. We must
do what we can to raise the Torah in all its beauty and glory,
to bring it honor and raise its esteem in the eyes of our nation.
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The Nefesh HaChaim often uses the word "n73” (excision) when he speaks about punishment for sins. Kares is a horrible

form of sanction because it totally “cuts off” or disconnects one from his people. But why does he mention this form of
retribution? In the Torah, there are very few sins that a person gets kares for. Only sins like eating chometz on Pesach, not having
a Bris Mila, or not following the laws of family purity are punished with kares. In fact, in the entire parsha of the Tochacha,
which lists the terrible curses that will befall Klal Yisroel if they do not listen to the word of Hashem, kares is not mentioned once.

The answer gives us insight into what happens when we sin and why Teshuva is so important! R> Chaim Volozhiner zt”1
explains that every sin has an element of kares-disconnection, not as a punishment but as a consequence. The direct outcome of
sin, any sin, whether it is speaking lashon hara, Chilul Shabbos or hurting another’s feelings, is a manner of cutting oneself off
from kedusha and distancing oneself from Hashem. Teshuva, therefore, is necessary to RETURN and restore the connection to
what it was before the person sinned. It is so important that we understand the true meaning of sin and of Teshuva. When
people sin, it is not that they are the same people they were before the sin. NO! They are NOT the same as they were before at
all! They are damaged because they have caused themselves to be disconnected from their source. They are intrinsically not the
same individuals they were before. Sin has changed their essence. To change them back, they need .... Teshuvah!

Now we can comprehend the awesome power of Teshuva. When a person repents his sins, he is not the same person he was
before. He has changed his essence because he has reattached himself to his Source of life and holiness. Sin is not just a “bad”
thing to do while Teshuva is a “good” thing to do. A person actually becomes a totally different individual because of them.




