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A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ﬂw'y@‘%/ ﬂg&ﬂ

"B919 425 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (108)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing up for a Talmid Chacham (cont)
The halochos of standing up for a Talmid Chacham apply even
if one never learned from that chacham. There are 3 other people
one must stand up for: 1) His Rebbi - even if he might not be
classified as a Talmid Chacham;, 2) His Rabo Muvhak (Primary
Rebbi), 3) A Gadol Hador. The last 2 have even stricter halachos.
His Rebbi. Even if one does not qualify as a Talmid Chacham
(who needs to be higher than the average learners in that city),
one still has to stand up for him if he has learned from him. The
Rambam () learns this independent obligation from Kibbud Av
V’em. ). If one has to stand for parents because they brought him
into this world, certainly one has to stand for a Rebbi who brings
him into the everlasting World to Come. How much does one
have to learn from him to be considered his Rebbi? If he learned
many facts of Torah knowledge, or how to learn, or have Torah
hashkofos (outlook on life), he is certainly classified as a Rebbi.
Definition of Rebbi. The Mechaber () rules that a “Rebbi” is
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Rabo Muvhak. Even though one has to stand up for a Talmid
Chacham or his Rebbi when he comes within 4 amos (approx. 7
feet), regarding a Rebbi Muvhak - primary Rebbi - one must stand
up as soon as he sees him even from a distance (). The definition of
“Rabo Muvhak” is one who has taught him most of his wisdom.
The Shach ) holds that one can have numerous Rebbeim with this
unique status - one for Tanach, one for Mishna, one for Gemara,
etc. However, the RM’A ) according to many meforshim, seems
to hold that he can only have one “Rabo Muvhak” and if he leamns
different topics from different people, the Rebbi who taught him
most of his Gemara and learing skills, is considered “Muvhak.”
It is better to be strict like the Shach. Others say ©) that today when
most of our learning comes from plentiful seforim, and the Rebbi is
“starting him off” to teach him how to learn, it is not as common
anymore to have a “Primary” Rebbi. Nevertheless, if one learned
for many years by a single Rebbi and developed a “derech” (path,
style) in learning from him, as well as much knowledge, then he is
to be considered his primary Rebbi for this halacha. (To be cont.)
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anyone who has ever taught him even one thing. This would WINT YTD | j‘)‘?j}ﬂ =Mt A

seem to complicate this issue, because there are so many people | mos mmw *15 i o - Hitting the “Pause” Button: Chulin 32a
that we learn even basic things from. The Marikash @ explains |Our Mishna says that while doing Shechita, one may not pause long
that this only applies if one has taught him something that he |enough to do a complete Shechita. Rava asks, if 2 or 3 short pauses
himself came up with and brought out a new insight in Torah (a |are combinable to be considered one long pause, thus making the
personal chiddush), or he clarified with his insight something |Shechita posuf? This question of combining short pauses to make one
that the receiver could not figure out with his own logic. For less {long posul pause, is asked 3 times in Halacha. (1) Here. (2) Shavuos
than that, he would not be classified as a Rebbi unless he taught |73a: If someone becomes Tamei while in the Azarah, he must exit
him a lot. Also, the Ramban s writes that if one is much bigger in |{immediately; he may not even pause long enough to bow down. Rava
learning than the one who taught him a small amount, he does not [asks if he pauses 2 or 3 times and they all equal one long pause, do
have to stand up for him because it would be shameful for him. [they combine to make him 2»n? (3) Yerushalmi Berachos: One may
This covers most scenarios. For those cases that fall in-between |nOt pause during ynw mxp for a period of time long enough to recite
these parameters, we may assume that those who might deserve the entire w"p. The Yerushalmi asks if 2 or 3 short pauses are
the kavod are mochel (forgive) according to the norms of society. combinable? Note, in all 3 places this question remains unresolved!
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R’ Yitzchok Reitboard z¢”’ (Kehilas Yitzchok) writes: I X230 TP 1NFWD TY KT DTN 03N
“mH M IR NP MY AN WK T - Many ask why the names of Moshe’s father Amram, and mother Yocheved, are not
mentioned in the posuk. Perhaps we may say that since Moshe Rabbeinu was prophet who spoke to the Almighty ‘face to
face,” who went up to Heaven for 40 days and 40 nights, who performed wondrous miracles in Egypt and in the desert -
people might think that he is not a human being, born of a human father and mother, and they will make a deity out of him.
Thus, the posuk stresses that his father was an ‘ish’ - a man, and his mother was a ‘bas’ - a daughter, made of flesh and bone.”

Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Yosef Dovid Azulai z¢”’/ (Shem HaGedolim) would say:

“nun mw XIpnY - (Daas Zekeinim says Basya did not name him Moshe; she gave him an Egyptian name which was
the equivalent of the Hebrew word for ‘Moshe.’) It is amazing to note that there never was a Tanna or Amora that was
ever called ‘Moshe.” For this reason, the expression became, ‘From Moshe (Rabbeinu) to Moshe (Rambam), there was

no Moshe’ - indeed, there was no Tanna or Amora with this holy and pure name.” Dedicated by Reb Meir
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The following story was told by Rav Avraham Hillel Goldberg 7”7, a prominent student of the holy Chofetz Chaim,
R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan z¢”l, and later Rav of Kfar Pinnes in Israel. He recorded the episode, which he was privileged to
witness: It was near the end of the Chofetz Chaim’s life and he was resting at a summer cottage near Radin. As the sun set on
the holy Shabbos, the venerable sage spoke on his favorite theme - the future redemption. As he visualized the time of
spiritual grandeur when the pains of exile will be no more, his mind turned to the sufferings of the present, to the decrees
against his brethren and the persecutions they were enduring. In particular, he was heartbroken over the plight of the Jews in
Russia. He saw their situation as the severing of an entire limb of the Jewish body from its life-sources of Torah and mitzvos.

“There is only one real hope, only one way to outlast these harsh days,” he said. “Moshiach must come soon. The Final
Redemption will have to occur sooner or later, but it is up to us to hasten its arrival. We must demonstrate our overpowering
desire for Moshiach. Is this yearning apparent - at least among us religious Jews who say Ani Ma’amin every day? Why don’t
we cry out to Hashem to help us? This is no time for silence! If the people are indifferent, then it is our duty to arouse them to
cry out from amidst travail and pray for the Redemption. Even during the Egyptian exile, the Torah tells us that when the
children of Israel cried out for help, only then did their outcry go up to Hashem and their redemption was hastened.”

The Chofetz Chaim became lost in thought as his students stood around him silently. Suddenly, his head, which had been
bent in concentration, lifted up; from the glimmer in his eyes one could see that an idea was beginning to form.

In a soft voice, as if talking to himself, the Tzaddik announced, “I must go to Vilna to Reb Chaim Ozer (R’ Chaim Ozer
Grodzinski zt”’l, widely revered as a Gadol and Posek Hador) for without him nothing can be done!”

Shabbos was spent in sweet serenity, but the moment Shabbos ended, the Chofetz Chaim remembered his idea and began
to plan his trip. His family and students were aghast. He was over ninety years old and he could scarcely leave his chair for
the length of a day. He might not survive the arduous trip to Vilna. They pleaded with him to abandon his plans, but he would
not be dissuaded. The goal of bringing Moshiach, he said, was worthy of sacrificing one’s life.

He told a story, as he often did to make a point. When the previous Rav of Brisk, R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin z¢”’I was
forced to leave Brisk (due to pressure from the authorities), the city’s Jewish community sent a delegation to R’ Yosef Dov
Soloveitchik z¢”’I (Beis Halevi) inviting him to become their Rav. Reb Yoshe Ber, as he was known, would not even consider
it! Who was he to sit in the chair that had been occupied by the Gadol Hador, R’ Yehoshua Leib? He could never do such a
thing! The delegation argued and pleaded, but nothing could persuade Reb Yoshe Ber to change his mind.

Finally, in anguish, one of the Jews of Brisk said, “Rebbi, can’t you see that twenty-five thousand Jews are waiting for you?
How can you disappoint them?” Reb Yoshe Ber stopped arguing and bowed his head - he was defeated. His love for his
fellow Jews would not permit him to refuse the earnest request of twenty-five thousand Jews and he dutifully accepted.

The Chofetz Chaim concluded, “If Reb Yoshe Ber could not disappoint the Jews of Brisk, surely Hashem Yisborach would
not disappoint millions of Jews, who beg for the coming of Moshiach with all their hearts! We must find ways to make our
fellow Jews truly want Moshiach to come, for then it surely will come. For that I must go talk to R> Chaim Ozer!”

His son-in-law, R> Mendel Zaks z¢#”’l, produced a pen and paper to write to R” Chaim Ozer and also to summon leading
Roshei Yeshivah to a meeting about the matter. However, the Chofetz Chaim would not relent.

Someone tried another approach. He said that R’ Chaim Ozer was a man of halacha and practical action; such esoteric
ideas as the Chofetz Chaim’s current one to bring about the Redemption were out of R> Chaim Ozer’s domain.

The Chofetz Chaim knew better than that and smiled slightly as if to say, “What do you know about R’ Chaim Ozer?”
To his deep regret, the journey to R’ Chaim Ozer never took place for unspecified reasons. Had they met, who knows?
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Yeshaya HaNavi implored the people of Malchus Yisroel
to do Teshuvah in the hope of avoiding a repetition of the
pain and suffering that befell the enslaved Jews in Egypt.

The Apter Rav z£”’l (Ohev Yisroel) says that while the
Torah calls the Jews “Bnei Yisroel,” the Navi uses the name
“Yaakov” instead. He explains that the seventy souls who
came down to Egypt were to be the backbone of the Jewish
Nation and were therefore on an extremely high spiritual
plateau. Interestingly, Chazal tell us that the word “Yisroel”
connotes a lofty sense, while “Yaakov” implies a more basic
level of spirituality. If so, why would the Navi use the word

“Yaakov” when referencing the seventy lofty souls?

Hashem told Bnei Yisroel, “I am with you in your pain”
(Megillah 29a) - that in every place where Jews are exiled,
the holy Shechina can be found. Yaakov Avinu foresaw that
his descendants will be forced into exile, yet, he wanted to
ensure that they remain true to Hashem and His Torah.
Strategically, Yaakov Avinu willingly went down to
Mitzrayim to lay the groundwork and "apy> v " - plant his
roots and infuse the future “Yaakov”- the less lofty souls of
the Jewish Nation, those who need more help, with the spirit
of the seventy highly spiritual and pure souls that he brought
along with him, so that future generations will have the ability
to "Ma"- “sprout forth” with the purity of a “Yisroel” soul.
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The Torah tells us that, “Moshe grew up (>1™) and went out to his brethren.” Rashi tells us that when a young Moshe

saw the suffering of his fellow Jewish brethren in Egypt, he felt their pain and grieved with them. Moshe grew (91)) and

matured to demonstrate greatness in the area of Bein Adam L’chaveiro, an important first step in his role as Manhig Yisroel.

At a Bris of an einekel of mine, I once said over the following machshava: We bless this tiny baby and say: 5y yopn m”
" - This baby should mature into greatness. “Gadol” refers to greatness - not adulthood. The idea is that the very nature of
this "op" is to be concerned only with himself and his own needs. He immediately cries when he is hungry and wants to nurse,
or be changed, etc... The baby doesn’t care who he is disturbing or what time of day or night this happens. Conversely, the
definition of a ")y does not depend on how much Torah one has learned, but rather how much one is concerned for his
fellow man’s cares and needs - just like the sun (5y130 7wn) takes care of the moon (YopPN MNNIN) by sharing its great light. We
express a Tefillah that this tiny, dependent infant, who now only thinks of his own needs, will one day grow up to become a
"My - like Moshe who “grew up” in Egypt - a child who will be concerned about others and help provide for their needs.

R’ Dovid Cohen shlit’a says that the word for grandchild in Yiddish - “Einekel” - is derived from the words in this
parsha: "79x Ny MO - the burning bush was not consumed. The word ">ypN" /"o NPN” teaches us that the relationship
between grandchildren, children, parents and grandparents must never be severed. From when a child is a "Yop" until he grows
into a "» 7", the bond between grandparents and grandchildren is a cherish to behold. May we all be zoche to merit such a

bond in our families, and may our children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren only bring us much joy and nachas.
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Yom: There was once a shepherd who was tending to his
flock of sheep in a large field, when he suddenly noticed off
in the distance, a great conflagration of fire heading his way.
The fire was massive and it was consuming anything and
everything in its way. The shepherd realized that his flock of
sheep was grazing directly in the path of the huge fire and he
knew he wouldn’t be able to steer them away before the
blaze overtook them. Sheep move notoriously slow and he
only had minutes to spare before his sheep would be burned
to their ignominious death by the oncoming blaze.

He had an idea. He grabbed a stick and lit it on fire. Then,
he began to light the weeds and thornbushes closest to his
flock of sheep. He was careful and ensured that the fire did
not blaze out of control. At the same time, he also ensured
that it scorched everything in the nearby field, all that was in
the path of the oncoming conflagration. And it worked!

By the time the huge fire reached the charred remains of

the controlled fire, which had already burned itself out, there
was nothing left for the big fire to consume and it quietly died
down. In this manner, he saved his flock of sheep.
Yeny: The renowned Rosh Yeshivah of Tchebin, R’
Avraham Genichovsky z#”l, used this mashal to teach his
students how to stay away from the “conflagration” of anger
and machlokes that plagues people. What must a person do?
He must strive to ignite within himself an "wmp WNX" - a holy
and sacred flame, which will take hold of a person and not
allow for any other fire to settle inside. When this pure and
divine “fire” will burn deep within a Jew and set his soul
aflame with the purity of Torah and mitzvos, there will be
absolutely no room left for all the negative incinerations that
can literally “burn out” a person and cause him to fall into a
life of sin and despair. Anger, greed, strife - every bad midda
that is found in the world, comes from this destructive blaze
and the best way to combat them is with a pure "wTp WN".
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The family of Yaakov Avinu consisted of 70 people but they were unified like one soul! The Shevet Sofer (Ehrenfeld) z¢l

explains that there was tremendous love and affection among the entire Children of Israel. All the brothers, sisters, aunts and
uncles, all the cousins, got along very well. They were like one soul - "w9) 95" - all 70 members of Yaakov’s family were living
in peace and harmony with each other in Goshen. The reason for this tremendous unity was because, "0*¥12 70 qoy” - All
they had to do was look at Yosef HaTzaddik, their brother who ruled the land, and they were constantly reminded that fighting
and jealousy and evil words do not pay! He was a living example of just how detrimental and dangerous a small bit of hatred
can be and every one of Yaakov’s children and grandchildren would not dare harbor feelings of jealousy or resentment.

How unfortunate it is to see families that literally fall apart, if not tear each other apart, after their parents pass on. As long as
the family Patriarch or Matriarch is around, everyone makes a great show of effort to ensure there is peace and harmony in the
family. But as soon as the older generation is gone, jealousy and fighting breaks out - often over the will (M) of the very
parents who want nothing more than their children just getting along! After Yaakov Avinu passed away, he did not have to
worry, for as long as “Yosef was in Mitzrayim,” the entire family had a big red light in front of them at all times! Yosef himself
was the greatest symbol of the need for unity and brotherly love; after all he had suffered from the jealousy of his brothers.

Every single family should make sure to have a YOSEF in our lives, in our families, a person who will keep us in line, and
insure that we NEVER, EVER resort to hatred and controversy among our family! We are all "wo 92" - one soul, part of the
family of Am Yisroel and we must remember how important it is and insure that we do everything in our power to keep it that way.




