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The Torah describes someone who blasphemed the Holy Name of
Hashem and his ultimate punishment of being put to death. What strikes
us as highly unusual is the fact that right after this, the Torah teaches us
the "regular" laws of hitting another person or even causing damage to
someone else's animal. What does this have to do with blasphemy?

R' Shmuel Choueka Shlit"a answers that one would assume that to
curse the Name of G-d would involve someone totally demented or evil
enough to stoop to the lowest level. The Torah, however, is teaching us
that there is a progression for everything. If one person starts off by
damaging someone's animal, he may then £o on to injure his friend
personally. If left unchecked, a person can deteriorate so rapidly that
under the right circumstances, he may even come to blaspheme the Name
of Hashem.

Everything we do affects us and if it is not correct, it will lead us to
another level, lower than the one we started on. On the other hand, a good
act which we do will also lead us to do even better things, as it says, msn
VY I ALY MSD NI - a mitzvah (good deed) leads to another
mitzvah and a sin leads to.another sin.
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R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:
"A lesser generation needs a greater leader. This is compared to a sick
person - the more severe the illness, the greater the need for a specialist!"

A wise man was attributed as saying:
"Just to do what's right and be good is not enough, when better is
expected!"

R' Yehudah HaChassid ZT"L would say:

"When the evil inclination to sin becomes overpowering, imagine that
you lived during a time of persecution, when the halachah demands that
one suffer even death, in order to sanctify Hashem's Name. So surely this
power of the evil inclination is not such a big thing!"
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furnace because of the shortages. He offered six ruble to anyone who
would get him a furnace. In Russia, a furnace was vital as it was used for
both cooking and heating. When my father came home from shul he
discussed the matter with my mother. They agreed that my father would
take apart our furnace, brick by brick, and rebuild it for the rich man.
They would then have money for my melamed. My father did just that
and received the promised six rubles. These he immediately gave me to
pay my melamed. That winter was bitterly cold and we all froze and
shivered in order that I could have the best melamed and grow in Torah."

The Ridva"z took a breath and then continued. "This afternoon it was
very cold and I was considering having a minyan in my home. Then I
decided that in honor of my father I should make the extra effort, brave
the cold and go to shul. I was crying thinking about the self-sacrifice that
my family had for my learning."

"Emor v'amarta" - say and then say again. The examples and sincerity
of parents have an incredibly profound effect on their children.

TORAH GEMS
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One of the oldest and most widespread of Jewish practices is to make
the holy Torah the center of all of our joys. Whereas others devote their
holidays to food, drink and frivolity, we, the people of Hashem, have our

Torah in our hearts, and on our holidays, we devote the better part of the
day to expounding upon the Torah.

Explains R' Yehuda Mintz ZT"L, this is the meaning of the posuk:
MY TN DN NYN WP ONIPN DNMNINIPN WNR NI - Hashem's
appointed festivals that you designate as holy convocations - these are
My appointed festivals. If you designate the festivals as holy
convocations, then they will be My appointed festivals. If you will
sanctify yourselves on the holidays and devote yourselves to Torah study,
then they will be G-d's festivals. If not, the prophet Yishayah has already
said, "Your new moons and festivals, My soul hated." (1-N)

This applies not only to festivals but also-to weddings and even to
social gatherings. Thus we read in Pirkei Avot (03 p9), "If three people
eat at one table and do not exchange divrei Torah, it is as if they have
eaten from sacrifices to idolatry."
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The story is told about R' Yaakov Dovid Wilevsky ZT"L, the
Ridva''z, who began to cry as he waited for the prayers to begin in shul
on the day of his father's yahrizeit - the anniversary of his death. A close
friend approached him and asked why he was so upset considering the fact
that his father had lived until the age of eighty and had died more than
fifty years ago.

R' Yaakov Dovid explained. "When | was a young boy, my father had
hired the best melamed - teacher, for me. He charged one ruble a month
which was a large sum of money in those days, especially for my father
who was very poor.

"My father made a living building furnaces. One winter there was a
shortage of cement and lime and my father couldn't meet the payments for
my melamed. Three months went by and he hadn't paid him. One day, 1
brought home a note from my teacher which said that if he didn't receive
money by the next morning, he'd be unable to continue teaching me. My
parents were devastated. To them my Torah study meant everything and
they felt that nothing should stand in its way.

"That evening in shul, my father overheard a wealthy man complain
that the contractors who were building a house for his son couldn't get a
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