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Nation at large, Moshe now focuses on appointing judges
and law enforcement, to maintain the spiritual level of the
people at large, and thus ensure the people’s continued tenure
in the Land of Israel. (Seforno) The people look to these
appointed officials of note for guidance in all matters, both

spiritual and physical, for our Rabbinical leaders and Dayanim
are there to see to our welfare. No matter is too large or too
small and it is something that we must inculcate our children
with. When a Jew has an issue - any issue - he should talk it
over with a scholar who can provide proper Torah insight.

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"B919 15 N 1M - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (90)
Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Seudas Mitzvah. In the
last two weeks we have discussed the idea of stopping Torah
learning for a funeral or Hachnossas Kallah, where there is an
explicit source that one should stop learning in order to
participate. When it comes to attending a Bris Milah or Pidyon
Haben, though, it is different. By a levaya (funeral), the one who
participates is doing the mitzvah just by being there; attending a
Bris or Pidyon Haben, he is not fulfilling the mitzvah in any way
and it would seem that one should not stop his learning to
participate. Based on this logic, Dayan Fisher z#”I () and R’
Shmuel Wosner z’] ) rule that one should not stop his learming
for a Bris, unless there are social obligations, see further.

Many Participants. One could argue that the Rabbinic rule of

"on My oy " - “There is more glory for the King

(Hashem) when many (people) participate,” (3)1s justification

for stopping learmning and attending a Bris. We must

understand this rule, as it comprises three distinct parts:

1) Dividing one mitzvah into many participants. @)

2) Many people together - each person doing his own full
mitzvah. (Rambam 5) Magen Avraham ()

3) One person doing his mitzvah in front of many people. 7)
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This third part might deem all the attendees at a Bris as fulfilling
a mitzvah which would justify stopping learning. However, the
Magen Avraham ) rules that the rule of "oy 213" only justifies
a short bitul Torah of a few moments, but not a longer amount of
time which will take one away from his learning.
Social Obligation. Even though according to the above, as we
have stated, one should not stop learning to attend a Bris, there
are certain instances - a close friend or relative - when one’s
absence will cause pain to a Baal Simcha; he/she might feel bad
and harbor inner complaints. In such a case, it is deemed a
“chessed” (Gemilas Chasadim) to attend even if he has to stop
his learning. Additionally, Chazal call this “Darkei Shlolom” -
which refers to doing things in the peaceful way of the Torah.
These gatherings also breed Ahavas Yisroel (love of a fellow
Jew). And when Rebbeim and Talmidei Chachamim attend a
simcha, it increases the influence they have over their talmidim.
Other Simchos. A Sholom Zochor, Kiddush or Vachnacht are
festive occasions that are not on the level of a Seudas Mitzvah of
a Bris and Pidyon Haben. However, when one is expected to be
there and he factors in the Gemilas Chessed, Darkei Sholom and
influence on Talmidim, as mentioned in the previous paragraph,
one should certainly attend, since these justify stopping learning.
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R’ Menachem Nochum Twersky z¢”’ of Chernobyl (Meor Einayim) would say:

13

Ton PHy oown ow' - Although the Torah permits the Jewish people to coronate a Jewish king to rule over the

people, throughout history, Jews have always been active as advisors to a gentile king. The mitzvah of ‘Set for yourself
a king’ is a directive for Jews to use their wisdom for the benefit of other kingdoms. The gentiles do not contain
sufficient knowledge and understanding to rule properly and thus they cannot do so without their Jews. This is a
historical precedent and we find that even kingdoms that expelled their Jewish subjects maintained Jewish advisors.”

R’ Chaim Yisroel Halevi Belsky z¢”’l (Rav Belsky on Alternative Healing) would say:
“IPPON T Y 1N 12 XD NNINY WNYS DNDP DN DMIYN INX DN WIP NNN WX NOND O ' - When it comes to matters of

Avoda Zara - today these would be new-age healing and alternative medicine practices - there is a harchaka, a
boundary, that must be enforced. The proper approach to these types of ideas and practices is to say loud and clear: ‘Not
so has Hashem, your G-d, given you.’ The Ribono Shel Olam, our Omnipotent source of life, gave the Jewish Nation the
strength in our neshamos, our souls, to look at all these impressive ‘magic tricks’ and say two words: 12 X' - ‘Not so!’
In other words, “This is not for me. I don’t want to have anything to do with this!” We have this koach in our collective
souls and we should use this strength to withstand the pressure, and not be impressed, amused, or even curious to try them.”

A Wise Man would say:
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“It is easier and more effective to build strong children than to repair broken men.”
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Among the millions of Jews who were detained at concentration camps during World War 1II, it is little known that
Gemma LaGuardia Gluck, sister of New York’s illustrious Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia (the airport is named for him), was
among them. Her illustrious surname was both a blessing and a curse. The Nazis arrested and detained her in
Ravensbruck, a notorious women’s concentration camp, accusing her of being both a Jew and the sister of a mayor who
was staunchly anti-Hitler. On the flip side, it might have been what kept her alive. Dr. Rochel Saidel, a historian, was at
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum when she discovered the document of LaGuardia Gluck’s arrest, and was struck by
the amazing story of a prisoner whose brother at the time of her internment was none other than mayor of New York City.

The LaGuardia children, Fiorello and Gemma, were born in New York City to a Jewish mother, Irene Luzzato Coen, who

had been raised in a Jewish home in Trieste, Italy. Their maternal grandmother was a member of the Luzzatto family, a
prominent Italian Jewish family active in the Italian unification effort and the rabbinical college in Padua. Fiorello LaGuardia
successfully ran for mayor of the city of New York in 1933. Once in office, he became an unrelenting critic of Germany and
the Nazi regime. Before taking office, LaGuardia called Hitler a “perverted maniac” and a “brown-shirted fanatic,” and
warned anyone who would listen that, “Part of (Hitler’s) program is the complete annihilation of the Jews in Germany.”

However, few people were willing to listen in those early years. In 1938, after the division of Czechoslovakia and
Kristallnacht, LaGuardia stepped up his attacks on the Nazi regime. At a rally of 20,000 anti-Fascists in Madison Square
Garden, LaGuardia proclaimed himself unable “to adequately describe the brutality of (Hitler’s) government” and called
the Nazi regime a great threat to world peace. In the face of large-scale indifference to human rights violations abroad and
growing isolationism at home, LaGuardia was a beacon of light and reason urging public opinion to face up to the Nazis
and confront Hitler. When the U.S. was forced to enter the war in 1941, LaGuardia’s principled position was vindicated.

Meanwhile, Gemma LaGuardia emigrated to Budapest, Hungary in 1900 with her Italian-Jewish mother, and met her
Hungarian-Jewish husband, Hennan Gluck, while teaching English lessons in Budapest. The two married and were living in
Budapest when the Nazis overtook the city. When they realized they had the sister of the famous anti-Nazi mayor of New
York in their grasp, they ordered her arrest, hoping to use her as a potential bargaining chip and a means to quiet her brother
from rallying support against the German regime. Originally deported to Mauthausen, she was later sent to the women’s camp
Ravensbruck. But because she was a political hostage, she was not made to do forced slave labor, and used her position to
help other women in the camp and raise their spirits. She even encouraged them to embrace their heritage. In her memoir,
Gemma mentions a woman in Ravensbruck who begged to take off the yellow patch labeling her as a Jew, arguing that she
may have been married to a Jew but she herself was not Jewish. Gluck was angered by the inmate’s plea, declaring in her
memoir, “T have been married for thirty-six years to such a good Jewish husband, I am proud to wear the sign.”

During the time of LaGuardia Gluck’s internment, her brother Fiorello was in New York City hosting anti-Hitler rallies
and speaking out against the atrocities of the Nazis. The press in Germany labeled LaGuardia a “Dirty Talmud Jew,” and a
“Shameless Jew Lout.” When the German ambassador protested LaGuardia’s incendiary remarks to Cordell Hull, the U.S.
Secretary of State, Hull apologized explaining that in America, the mayor of New York was free to speak his mind.

Fiorello had lost contact with his sister when the Nazis invaded Hungary and assumed she was dead. He found out through
a war correspondent that she was being held prisoner in Ravenbruck and worked tirelessly to have her released. The Nazis
gloated over their “catch” and Fiorello was powerless to rescue his sister at that time as she had lost her citizenship by
marrying a foreign man. It was only after the war, that LaGuardia was able to get his sister to Copenhagen and later to the

United States in the spring of 1947. The Jewish mayor of New York, an implacable foe of Nazi tyranny for years died in 1947.
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Swn: A police officer was called to a local elementary
school to take down a routine vandalism report. Someone
had broken a few items and the police were called. The
officer arrived in a squad car and immediately began to
question students and faculty alike, taking down people’s
statements and alibis, writing them down in his pad.

Suddenly, the officer felt a tug at his pants and looked
down to see a little girl, not more than six years old.
Peering up and down at the officer’s uniform, she sweetly
asked, “Excuse me, sir, are you a cop?”

“Yes,” he answered, and went back to writing his report.

The little girl continued. “My mother said that the police
are important people and if I ever needed help for anything I
should turn to the police. Is that right?”

Now she had his attention. The officer looked up from his
pad, concerned that maybe something had happened to her
and she needed real assistance.

“Yes, that’s right,” he told her with authority. “Is
everything okay, dear?”

“Yes ... but,” she said as she extended her foot toward the
policeman, “would you please tie my shoe?”

Srn: After reviewing many of the laws that apply to the
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The Torah cites three instances in which a Jewish soldier is exempt from going to war. If he built a house but did not yet
live in it; if he planted a vineyard but didn’t fulfill the mitzvah of ™ya7 YY" yet; if he betrothed a woman but didn’t yet marry
her. Rashi explains the rationale; a soldier out on the battlefield will experience much distress worrying that another man
might move into his house, take possession of his vineyard, or marry his betrothed. Lest his anxiety demoralize his fellow
soldiers, he should not go to war but should return home. Why does Rashi say that the soldier’s concern is that another person
will take his home/ vineyard/wife? Isn’t the concern and distress of dying at war enough to demoralize his companions?

My machshava is that every soldier going into battle knows that his life is in danger and he may never return home. Every
valiant soldier accepts this possibility and yet marches on to war, not thinking about his mortality. However, a G-d-fearing
individual in Hashem’s army has a different concern. He is concerned that his home, which he just built with the intention of
populating it with children who will dedicate their lives to Torah and mitzvos, will be taken over by NN ¥oN" - another type of
person, who will not appreciate the goal of building a proper Torah home. His young fiance who pledged to build a home with
him and raise a Torah family might end up marrying an "N ¥X" who has other ideas of what a home should be. And a
vineyard that was planted with lofty goals of fulfilling the mitzvos that are applicable to Eretz Yisroel, might now be violated by
"nx W', a different kind of person, who has no interest in growing a vineyard for mitzvos but rather for other mundane purposes.
These thoughts are what concern him. These are more legitimate reasons to be exempt from war than worrying about dying.

The month of Elul is a time of spiritual introspection and self-improvement. A time to realize we must show our hakaras hatov
to the Ribono shel Olam for granting us another year of life (and daven that He will iy”H afford us many more happy and healthy

nachas-filled years). B’ezras Hashem, this will be a tremendous source of merit for us during the upcoming Yimei Hadin.
DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH that it is considered a defect, as we find in Shir HaShirim

(R3-2) . T2 W PP PP WHID W Y DA N (4-2): “Your teeth are like a flock of sheep .. and none of them
The Gemara in Bechoros (37a) discusses why a Kohen —are missing.” Accordingly, teeth are a part of a woman’s

whose teeth have fallen out is not considered to have a
"owy” (blemish), which would disqualify him from serving
in the Bais HaMikdash, whereas a Canaanite slave goes
free for having even a single tooth knocked out. Tosafos
there explains that this is a special leniency reserved for a
slave; even a minor injury renders him an invalid, allowing
him to go free. In contrast, a Kohen would not be
disqualified were his teeth to have fallen out, because it is
normal for teeth to fall out in a person’s old age. Based on
this logic, R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z¢’l ruled that one’s
teeth having fallen out is not considered a flaw.

However, when R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen z”’l of
Dvinsk was asked about a chosson who did not realize that his
kallah was missing two teeth, the Ohr Sameach answered

beauty, and if even one tooth is missing, it is considered a
flaw, and thus may be grounds for him to drop the shidduch.
Similarly, the Gemara in Shabbos (64b) allows a woman
to walk in reshus harabbim (public domain) on Shabbos
with a false tooth even if there is no eruv. Chazal were not
concerned that she may take the false tooth out of her mouth
and carry it, because that would make her look unattractive.
Nevertheless, R> Meir Simcha concludes that since most
people (in his days) had diseased and/or false teeth, it is
something that could be expected and not considered a defect.
In a case where a kallah has dentures or implants that
look identical to real teeth, R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit’a
rules that one could certainly say that her lack of real teeth
would not be considered a flaw.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF .... H:% ﬁp%’ﬁ
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

The Torah is telling us an incredible message: ™12 Yo" - “Give yourself a gift.” The greatest gift you can give yourself is ...
SHOFTIM - Judges! What does this mean? What is the Torah’s approach to judges? "mast 939 DTN 95 X YT " - Judge every
person favorably. A person needs to see the good in others, even those with negative character traits and annoying habits. You
will not be able to change people to become what you think they should be, but you can change the way you see them. p782”
"Iy vawn - Judge your friend with righteousness! (If you want him to be your friend! If you criticize him all day, he will not
remain your friend for long!) So SHOFTIM is the gift we give ourselves by judging others favorably. SHOTRIM, on the other
hand, means policemen. Police enforce the law. They ensure that we do what we must even if we wouldn’t do it on our own.
We must make SHOTRIM to ensure our SHOFTIM! Even though one’s natural reaction might be to judge negatively, criticize
others and blow up with anger, one must make SHOTRIM - a “mechayev” (obligation) that will make sure you do what is right.

The Chasam Sofer z¢”I uniquely explains the words in Pirkei Avos: "N NN TN Y - “Against your will you live” - as
follows: When does a person truly LIVE his life correctly? When he does what is right - "jn15 5" - because of all the things he
chooses to do AGAINST his will! It is all the times that a person goes against his nature to do Hashem's bidding that gives his
life meaning! Doing what does NOT come naturally but is correct nevertheless, is a Torah way of life. The greatest benefit of
judging favorably is the midda k’neged midda - if you judge other’s favorably, Hashem will judge you favorably. May this be
our ticket to a happy. healthy life. good relationships with everyone and a successful judgment this Rosh Hashana.




