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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (164)
Supporting Torah Study (cont). Last week we mentioned that
even ladies who are not obligated in the mifzvah of learning
Torah, are obligated in the mitzvah of supporting Torah. One
important source needs to be mentioned. The Gemara in
Kesubos (1) states that one fulfills the mitzvah of “Uldovko bo” -
“You should cling to Him” @ by supporting Talmidei
Chachamim. This is brought down as a halacha in the
Rambam @) Since ladies are obligated in “clinging to
Hashem” supporting Torah is also part of this mitzvah for them.

Earning Money vs. Taking Support. The (minority) opinion

of the Rambam @) is that one is not allowed to have any
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like a candle which lights up others and loses nothing, while
others say that he does lose a bit. Even according to the second
opinion, the Gedolim 9 advise to take this deal because it will
help one learn better and an hour of good deeds in this world is
greater than all of Olam Haba. Another way to state this is that
there are two concepts - the reward for learning Torah and the
kinyan (acquisition) of Torah itself. Even if he might lose some
of the reward for learning Torah, the actual Torah itself will not
and cannot be removed from the learner. This is precious enough
to sacrifice some reward for it. Next week we will 7Y”H discuss
the classical Yissachor/Zevulun partnership, its limitations,

documents drawn up by the Gedolim, and its many other details.
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The y"w paskens that the beracha, "1y ©n nx nwyw” is only made
on the Mediterranean Sea; on other oceans, "mwxT12 NN NV is
recited. The a"n brings that most achronim argue and say the Atlantic
Ocean is the 5v1in © and on all others, including the Mediterranean,
we say the beracha "nwixia nwyn nww'”. Since it remains unclear, it
is recommended that on the Mediterranean one recites neyn ney"
"3, and quickly afterwards, add ">y1n on nx nwyw”. The n"w
MM Mwn quoting o»nin 93 says to avoid this argument, one
should only make the general beracha of "2 nuyn ey’

In the year 2010, R’ Aharon L. Shteinman zt"! visited a Kolle! in
Gibraltar. In Gibraltar, there is an area called “Europa Point” where you
can see the Atlantic and Mediterranean at the same time. This is the
only place you could make the beracha ">y1xn on" without a pav.
The Gabbaim waited for the precise moment when they were flying
overhead and pointed out the window, explaining this once in a lifetime
opportunity to Rav Shteinman. The Rosh Yeshiva who was in middle
between the Achronim if one is supported and learns, does he |of learing Gemara replied, ") Dy VP XM VNP2 N Y. He refused
actually lose some of his zechusim? Some say that the learner is to interrupt his leaming to take advantage of this rare opportunity.

monetary benefit from the study of Torah. This, according to
him, is what the Mishna (5) means to prohibit by stating: “Don’t
make them (words of Torah) a spade to dig with.” If one takes
out time to teach others and thereby does not spend that time
earning money, he can be paid. The Kesef Mishna © and
RM’A () both say that we don’t hold like this opinion of the
Rambam and many Poskim throughout the generations learned
and took money from supporters. According to this opinion, the
Mishna refers to someone who only learns for the sake of
money. However, if one learns with the right intentions and
needs financial assistance, it is permitted for him to take the
money. Even though the RM’A indicates that it is still a
desirable way to support oneself, many Achronim (including
Rav Moshe z#”’I 9)) held that that was true in the olden days, but
now with the shrinking of the mental powers of the generations,
and the many hours needed now to earn a living, it is preferable
to take monetary support when offered and learn more.

Should One Take Support? There is a difference of opinion
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R’ Dovid Chananya Pinto shlita (Derech Chayim) would say: T e e > > 1972

10N NN DNNN DLV ONY PN WYY - Perhaps the reason that older people come to take part in the celebration of a Bar
Mitzvah of a young boy, instead of only young boys his age celebrating with him, is because the Torah has no finite
measurement and is wider than the sea. The celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of a young boy arouses adults to make a
personal accounting; what have we achieved so far since the day we celebrated our Bar Mitzvah? Did we progress in Torah
and fear of Heaven in all those decades since we celebrated our thirteenth birthday, or have we remained in the same place
and thus are even on a lower level than the young boy presently celebrating his Bar Mitzvah? Participating in a Bar Mitzvah
has the potential to awaken us to draw closer to Hashem and his Torah, which raises a person to greater heights.”

R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz z¢”I (Kli Yakar) would say:

“220 2 7D WYY - The Shulchan in the Mishkan was to have a 'am W' - a golden crown around it. This hints to our
desire for eating as this is what the Shulchan - the table - represents. If we have control over our desire for food then it is a
"' - a crown as we are free and like a king with a crown. If our desire controls us then it is "% - a stranger, outsider.”

A Wise Man would say: “Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there.”
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R’ vankel Klapholtz z’I was a tremendous masmid who never wasted a minute of his day. But as his daughter was of
marriageable age and he didn’t have money to make a wedding, he wished to ask the Chazon Ish z#”I what he should do. He
asked a friend, R’ Chaim Brim z#”’I, a renowned Talmid Chacham, who was close to the Chazon Ish, if he can get him an
appointment in Bnei Brak, and R’ Chaim acceded to his request, even agreeing to accompany him. When they arrived at the
Chazon Ish’s home, the gabbai told them that the Rav wasn’t feeling well and wasn’t accepting people. However, he didn’t
want to disappoint them, and told them that when the Chazon Ish goes from his room to daven Mincha he stops for a moment
to wash his hands, and if it’s a short shaila, perhaps he would be able to answer it right then and there.

R’ Chaim and R’ Yankel anxiously stood waiting by the sink, and as the Chazon Ish approached, he immediately
recognized R” Chaim and asked him what brings him to Bnei Brak. R’ Chaim told the Rav that his friend has an urgent shaila,
and asked permission if he could ask it. The Chazon Ish nodded and R’ Yankel asked “Rebbi, I have a daughter that’s of
marriageable age, but I have no funds to make a wedding. Should I go to America and collect money?”

“America? To make money? Whose idea is this?” replied the Chazon Ish. “It’s my own idea” replied R’ Yankel.

“Your own?” said the Chazon Ish, and then, after a moment of thought, he said, “If so, go, and be matzliach!”

Once R’ Yankel had the green light, he wasted no time to pack his bags and set out for the long ocean voyage to America.
Even though he was warned that he probably wouldn’t raise much money - barely enough to cover his ticket - R’ Yankel was
unfazed by these remarks, and, having complete faith in the Chazon Ish’s beracha, he continued on his journey.

Upon arrival in New York, R’ Yankel found himself in the Safmar B.M. in Williamsburg, where he spent the day studying
Torah as if he was back at home. He seemingly forgot his mission to collect money for his daughter’s wedding expenses.

During the early evening hours, R’ Yankel noticed that the Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoilish Teitelbaum z#”’I, would go for his
daily walk with his shamash. Eager to have the privilege of speaking to the Rebbe in Torah, he asked the shamash to ask the
Rebbe if he minds to answer some of his Torah questions. The Rebbe readily agreed, and over the next two weeks, R” Yankel
spent his days studying Torah in shul, and toward evening, he would accompany the Rebbe during his walk. The Satmar
Rebbe was very impressed with R’ Yankel’s Torah knowledge and was curious to know what had brought him to America.

When R’ Yankel explained that he came because he needed money to marry off his daughter, the Rebbe told him, “That’s
it? Don’t worry. I'll call a meeting of a few of my wealthy chassidim and we’ll see what they could do for you.”

The next morning, the Satmar Rebbe called R* Yankel to his study and gave him an envelope full of bills. R* Yankel
thanked the Rebbe profusely, and, as he was about to leave, the Rebbe told him the following: “I want you to know that I
often make these meetings for poor families. But this meeting was exceptional — the attendees contributed unusually large
amounts, more then I’ve ever seen before.” R’ Yankel thanked the Rebbe again and headed back to Yerushalayim.

When he counted the money, he saw that not only did he have enough for his daughter, but he also had left-over money for
his second daughter! This story seems like the typical story that one hears about how a beracha of a tzaddik is fulfilled.
However, there is more to the story which makes it even more incredible. The obvious question is: If R* Yankel traveled to
collect money, why was he spending his time sitting in the Satmar Rebbe’s shul instead of getting addresses of donors?

The answer lies in one missing link in the story. Before R’ Yankel left Yerushalayim, he told his rebbi, the Tchebiner
Rav, R’ Dov Ber Weidenfeld z#”’l, about the beracha he’d received from the Chazon Ish. When his Rebbi heard this, he told
him, “Listen carefully to the Chazon Ish’s instructions. If he told you to go to America, then you must go. But he never told
you to go out and collect. Therefore, when you arrive, go into a shul and continue your regular learning schedule and you will

see that Hashem will hehg/ou.” And that’s exactly what he did! Tzaddik gozer, v’Hakadosh Baruch Hu m’kayem!
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As the Jewish nation traveled through the desert, they
were commanded to “Make Me a sanctuary and I will dwell
in their midst.” This directive triggered the Mishkan to be
built and eventually the two Temples. Rashi explains that
Hashem specifically wanted His home built for Him with no
ulterior reasons. However, Chazal state that even if someone
gives charity for the express purpose of benefitting from it,
his character remains that of a true Tzaddik because his
ulterior motives do not detract from the value of the Mitzvah
(Pesachim 8a). Thus, since any righteous act is defined by the
value of the act and no more, why did it specifically matter if

Hashem’s home was built without any hidden agendas?

R’ Peretz Steinberg shlita (Pri Etz Hachaim) explains
that charity is a great Mitzvah for the giver, but ultimately, the
goal is that the money is received and the poor have what to
sustain themselves with. It makes no difference to the pauper
where the money is coming from, so long as he gets it in the
end. On the other hand, Hashem created the world just to give
mankind the opportunity to benefit and achieve greatness from
it. Therefore, He has no need for a physical home other than
to give people the opportunity to build one for him. Thus,
unlike many other Mitzvos that have ulterior benefits, the only
righteous motive for a person who wants to build Hashem’s
home has to be purely onw owb — for the sake of heaven.
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The Medrash comments on the contrast between the command to build the Aron HaKodesh, where it says "' - and they
shall make it, to the other keilim of the Mishkan, where it states, "wyY" - and you shall make it. The Medrash poignantly
explains that when it comes to the Aron HaKodesh - the vessel which houses the holy Torah - each and every person in Klal
Yisroel must have a part, a chelek in the Torah. Thus, it says "' to include everyone. The Rambam explains how each
person can have a part; either by giving a bit of gold or some other assistance or even with good intentions.

The question arises: what about the children? How can they partake in building the Aron HaKodesh, in the portion of
Torah? My machshava here is that although the children did not donate directly to the Aron, they did indeed benefit from
the Aron indirectly, through the kedusha that permeated their inner selves. They internalized it through an osmosis-like
process. They witnessed their parents’ continuous efforts and dedication for the cause, their fervor and simcha, and they saw
firsthand what a life of Torah really is. Thus, they were imbued with a sense of real purpose and "W aptly includes them.

Based on this, we might understand why the Cheruvim were hammered out from the Kapores and not welded on
afterwards. The pshat is simple. The Cheruvim, symbolizing the children of Bnei Yisroel, can’t just be implanted in the
Aron Hashem. They must be hammered out and molded into Lomdei Torah; growing up with a real life connection to the
Torah and a life that revolves around its holy pursuits. Then b’ezras Hashem, with the Torah lifelines coursing through
their young veins, they will become true Bnei Torah. May we all successfully strive to adhere to the Torah and its mitzvos,
earning our own individualized portign in this world and in Olam Haba - the World to Come.
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Yon: When R’ Mendel Kaplan z¢”1 arrived in Chicago in
the early 1940’s, he became a Rebbi in a local Hebrew
school. Although he didn’t speak English yet, he won his
students over by offering to “teach them to read the
Chicago Tribune if they taught him to read English.” His
insights into world affairs and reading between the lines of the
daily paper (even while needing help with the language)
earned him his student’s respect. One of R’ Mendel’s students
was a troubled youth who was totally absorbed in pursuing a
good time. He held no interest in Torah learning. R” Mendel
put in considerable effort to get him to learn, but to no avail.
He finally made a standing offer that if the boy ever felt so
inclined to learn with him, he would gladly make himself
available, no matter what hour of the day or night.

It so happened that one Motzei Shabbos, the young man was
returning home at 2:00 am after spending a night out on the

and ask to learn with him. He knocked on the door of the
home and, to his surprise, R” Mendel immediately opened it.
The talmid entered the dining room to find R’ Mendel had
been sitting over an open Gemara learning. R’ Mendel
joyously greeted him as an honored guest and the two studied
together till the morning. “From that moment onward, I
became a changed person,” relates the student decades later.
“l found myself increasingly drawn to my Rebbi and to
learning in general until finally, I merited to be what I am
today - a maggid shiur in a yeshivah in Yerushalayim.”

Yem3: The Menorah represents the light of Torah, a light so
unique that it can push away any form of darkness. Even the
darkness of the night and the wee hours of the morning, are
no match for the light of Torah, and its transformative
qualities can take a person far from the light and draw him
in until he can absorb it and light himself up from within.
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The Shoham and Miluim stones were among the 13 components that Klal Yisroel donated to the Mishkan. They were
donated by the Nesiim, the princes of each shevet. These stones were quite precious so why, asks the Ohr HaChayim, are they
mentioned last? The Gemara (Yoma 75b) says that these precious stones fell together with the Mann specifically for the nesiim
and they donated them to the Mishkan. All of the gold and silver that Klal Yisroel donated were either their own personal
wealth or from what they took out of Mitzrayim as payment for the 210 years of slave labor. Clearly, what the Jewish people
donated to the Mishkan was attained through much blood, sweat and tears. They worked hard for it and therefore it was
precious to Hashem when they gave it up. The Nesiim donated the stones that literally fell to them from Heaven. They didn’t

exert too much effort and thus it was considered less valuable in the eyes of Hashem and recorded last in the Torah.

R’ Avraham Pam z#1 says that this lesson can be applied to everything in life. What is beloved in Hashem’s eyes in all
areas of avodas Hashem is not the beauty or the quality, but rather the exertion and hard work towards the goal. He points out
that very often the boys in yeshivah who have the brilliant minds and are the most successful, do not stay in learning. They are
the ones who go out into the working world and use their minds for other pursuits. The average mediocre boys who have to
struggle to understand the Gemara, who sit for hours striving with all their might to succeed, are often the ones who go on to
become great Talmidei Chachamim. It is because they worked so hard and put in tremendous energy and time, that they form
an attachment to Torah and it becomes their passion and life’s goal. The lesson here is: Easy street may be paved with gold but
it is through the difficulties and struggles of life that we truly grow and develop an inseparable bond with Hashem.




