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Rashi tells us that Moshe asked permission of his father-in-law to
leave Midian. Why did Moshe Rabbeinu have to request permission from
| Yisro, if Hashem ordered him to go to Egypt to deliver Bnei Yisroel from
| bondage? If Yisro would have said no, would Moshe have stayed?
‘ Says the Alter of Slabodka, R' Noson Tzvi Finkel ZT"L, we learn a
very important lesson from here. Moshe Rabbeinu knew that nothing
must stand in the way of fulfilling Hashem's order. But Moshe also knew
that he must be a mentsch and conduct himself with decency, and since
Yisro opened his home to him when he was a fugitive, he felt compelled
to seek his advice. The Torah relates this to us to teach us that Hashem
approved of Moshe's demeanor and the Derech Eretz which he showed.

Were it not for this quality of gratitude and 201 7157 for his father-
in-law, Moshe would not have been worthy of being the leader of the
nation.
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Any item that is usually worn to promote healing or prevent injury, is
considered subordinate to the body and may be worn outdoors on
Shabbos.If a wound is treated with a medical ointment, it is permitted to
cover it with an article of value (e.g. a handkerchief). It is considered
subordinate to the body since it keeps the ointment on the wound and
| promotes healing. If the wound is not treated with ointment, but is merely
| covered with a bandage to prevent scraping or infection, if at all possible,
| one should use an item of negligible value that will be discarded after it's
| use (e.g. a band-aid). Since the bandage has little intrinsic value, it is
readily considered subordinate to the body. A wound covered with gauze
may be secured with clips or medical tape, since the primary function is
for faster%j;g:%_ diti idered subordinate to the gauze band
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concentration. After a while, he opened his eyes and in a low and serious
voice he said, "This morning we read in the Torah about Moshe
Rabbeinu #9102 113002 Y1800 IR PIY YR PRI XY - He saw there was
no man, so he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 1
believe that this Possuk has within it another meaning that pertains to
your situation. Let us explain it this way: "¢ PN N7 - We can see
that this evil landowner of yours is not one worthy to be called a "man",
198nN NN T - In heaven, it is decided that he should be punished -
struck down and removed from this world. However, this action need not
have been carried out today, on Shabbos; rather 75102 yHWVM” - his
descent into the earth - his burial - will be done on 7n - a weekday."

The Chassidim left Medzibozh with hope and anticipation and
returned to their village. Incredibly, during the week a huge storm broke
out in the village and the Poruzz was struck by lightning and killed
instantly. The story of R' Boruch'l and his prophecy was told over in all
Chassidic circles for many generations to come.
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The Gemarah (8> NVID) tells us that Paraoh consulted with three
advisors on how to oppress the Bnei Yisroel: Bilaam, Iyov and Yisro.
Bilaam gave venomous advice and was killed. Iyov remained silent and
was punished with pain and suffering. Yisro fled and merited that his
descendents would sit as judges in the Sanhedrin. The question is asked:
If Iyov offered no advice, why was he punished with pain and suffering?

The Brisker Rov, R' Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik ZT"L explains that
Hashem's punishment was given fairly 0 75 nn. Iyov remained silent
because he thought that any indignant cry on his part would be in vain. In
order to show him the error of his thinking, he was punished in the form
of physical suffering, for Iyov, when in pain, would cry out despite the

have been affected by the suffering of Bnei Yisroel, he would have spoke
up. His silence indicated a lack of compassion.

(2=N) /N IIRNY TY NI D §OIN /191 Ha9% 19 90 NNONMY Han |

fact that he knew his crying would not help relieve the pain. If Iyov would |
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A famous story among the Chassidim is the one told about the
Tzaddik, R' Boruch'l of Medzibozh ZT"L, the famed grandson of the
holy Ba'al Shem Tov ZT"L. Groups of devoted followers of the Ba'al
Shem Tov would travel to the court of R' Boruch'l after the passing of
their Rebbe, to seek words of Torah and Chassidus, and to bask in the
holy glow of Shabbos spent in the confines of the Rebbe.

One such group of Chassidim made the long journey from their far-off
village and thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful Shabbos spent in
Medzibozh. When Shabbos was over, they all came to the Rebbe to seek
Berachos for themselves and their family before their return trip. R’
Boruch'l inquired as to the state of affairs in their village and the people
related how a new Porutz - landowner, just arrived in town and, being

| that he was an ardent anti-semite, he was already making their live's

miserable and practically intolerable with his harsh decrees. The villagers

4 | then asked the Rebbe if he could give them a Berachah to protect
themselves and their families from this vicious Rashah.

The Rebbe closed his eyes for a few moments, deep in thought and
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