
 ,ubhgru vbuntc ,uezj,vu ,sucgc ,tn ,"havhcr m"vdv
 ivfv kthknd.hcubhcre"vhg ohkaurh ohnav rga h"r t"yhka 

atr vkg /vzv rcsc sug hkt rcs ;xu, kt lk cr hkt wv rnthu
vzv isrhv ,t rucg, tk hf lhbgc vtru /// vdxpv(uf-d)  - vkhp,v jf

     d.rtk xbfhvk vfz tk ubhcr vana ;t kga vtrh ukt ,utrenc ibuc,nv vb
,t wvtrtuw tb vrcgt u,khp,c aehc van hrva 'u,khp, vkce,b z"fc 'ktrah
u,khp,c kgp ,tz iftu '.rtv ,t ,utrk ubumrca ,wwhavn aeca 'vcuyv .rtv
,t vtrtu hbnn ,aec hwwar iuakfu 'lhbhg tau vdxpv atr vkg ,wwhav uk rntu

/.rtv kf ,tw v uvtrhu(t' sk ohrcs )wtba vkuf ,t lk vtrn hbt' vcuyv .rtv
lk iht hrva 'ohcuy ohagnn vkhp, vkusd 'thb,: (ck ,ufrc) trndc t,ht ifu    
;xu, kt wtba' vkp,c tkt vbgb tk f"pgtu ubhcr vann r,uh ohcuy ohagnc kusd
vkce,bu vfz ifta itfn usnk ohausev kwwzja hrv /wudu vdxpv atr vkg hkt rcs
kga tmnbu /ktrah .rtk u,xhbfc dhavk vmra vn dhav uz vhtr jufcu 'u,khp,
vghbn v,hv ,hnhbpv v,ugnana .rtk xbfhvk tka vrhzd uhkg vrzdba ;t
ukt kfc ,ufzku 'ubhs rzd gurek u,khp,c vfz ,tz kfc 'vsh kg ,ucdab ,udavn

 /kgupc vc xbfvk vfz tku 'vrhzdv vkyc,b tk ,uhbumhjc eru ',udavv
vrhzd v,hva ;t kg hf 'uhbpk ohfrs vcrvu 'ghauvk ,wwhavn rumgn iht 'vbvu    
vfzha u,khp,c kgp '.rtk u,xhbf hwwg ,udavv ukt kfk ,ufzk kfuh tk vana
itfn sunkk ostv kg vnuau ',hjmb thv ubh,ru,u 'sckc vhtr hwwg ,udavv uktk
ihbgc u,aec utknha aecnu u,khp,c rhmpn ohngpk hf 'hyrpv unkug kg od
vwwcev lt 'rjt lrum rucg vchxf anah vz ihbga hsf tuv ubumr ,hkf,u 'ohuxn
;t kg hf 'vc .ueu vhkt ,bhjcc thv hf 'aecnv vzk uk cyuh tk vz iputca gsuh
,hkf, od hf gsuh vwwceva ut ',rjt vcuy shxph n"n 'u,ryn vsh kg dhaha
lt ',rjt vchx hwwg u,guah vwwcev jkua ifku 'vmur tuva iputc dhah tk u,ryn
kgp tka uk vnsb ifku 'u,aeucn ,t dhav tk ihhsga ostk uk vnsb ohngpk

 /u,khp,c rcsv vku, ubht 'vguahk vfz rcs ka upuxca ;tu 'u,khp,c oukf
vc vfz tka tkt 'u,khp, jufn tkt vguahk vfz tk rcs ka u,hntk kct    
vwwcev gshu ' v,utrk hsfc .rtk xbfhvk van vmra itf unfu 'vmr tuva iputc
.rtk vxhbf hwwg u,aeucn ,t dhav tk ifku '.rtk xbfha van ka u,cuy vz ihta
vkhp,v juf hf ihcvk ubhkg itfnu /vdxpv atrn vhtr hwwg tkt 'aehc tuva iputc
tuva iputc u,guah vtur ubhta iputc ;tu 'uc kzkzk ostk uk ktu 'sutnk tuv oumg
(s 'ibj,tu tnujb,) arsnc t,htsfu 'oaur vaug u,khp, hf ,gsk uhkg n"n vmr

 /oehr u,khp, cua, tk htsucu' vhrc kf ,khp, kxup v"cev iht
ka cmnc ubt ohtmnb ohcrv ubh,ubugc hf 'ubhbnzc rcsc ezj,vk ubhkg sjuhncu    
vnusnfu 'ohkce,n ubh,khp,a ihgc ihg ,utrk ohfuz ubt iht v,njnu 'ohbp r,xv
sg ,kpaun ohektv rhguw :iunzpv iuak ,t 'ubrusc vkhp,v ihbg kg .hknvk aha
'ube,b ,ubcre sdbf ,ukhp, tkvu 'asenv ,hc uvz wohektv rhgwa 'wvh,j, kuta

/stn sg vkusd vkhp,v ,ufza ;t 'vru,v hsnuk ihc od ,kpaun vkhp,v hrvu

gucav ,uharp h"pg ursxb ,urrug,v hrcsu ohhj hjek
ana ,hc e"ec ohrahn shdn t"yhka krgp ouka crv ,tn

 rntk tuvv ,gc wv kt ibj,tu(df-d)
wwtuvv ,gcw ohkhnv ,buuf ruthc -

    ktna h,hns 'dugu iujhx .rt h,acfa rjtk - tuvv ,gc" 'h"ar c,
 uphxuvu /"rsbv r,uvwwwwhhhhhhhhjjjjcccc    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrrwwwwojkhvk h,kj,vu 'dugu iujhx h,acfa rjt" '

og ecs vzv cu,fvu 'vrhzdv vkyc tna h,caj 'ktrahk ub,hba ihnngc
 '"vktv ohfknv hbak rhfzva vkgn ka varpviiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvuuuu- wudu ibj,tu" '

rhfzv 'wthvv ,gc h,uhm gauvh ,tuw rntu 'dugu iujhx .rt auchf rhfzv ratf
h,ut vuuhmu 'hkt gna tku scfbv oav kt h,bbj,v hf 'oa rucgt tk hbt hf
rhfzva vrhzdv ,gk znr 'wthvv ,gcw ogyu /rucgh tuv hf gauvh ,t ezjk
hf 'iufbvu 'vagnv ouhc vbhj,v oa vrfzb tku 'wudu wv ;bt,v hc odw urntc
ihnngc ojkhvk h,kj,vu dugu iujhx .rt h,acfa ',rfzbv ,gc- wthvv ,gcw
vkgw uk rntb ratf vz vhvu 'ohycav hbak .rtv h,ekhju ktrahk ub,hba

 rv kt',tzv vbhj,v ibj,vu rcsv kg ohnjr aehc zt hf 'wudu vzv ohrcgv
aht rac kfk ,ujurv heukt wv suephw kkp,vu rzj 'ukuec oav gna tk ratfu

/"wudu gauvh ,t umuw rntu lhanva vn uvzu 'oa rfzba unf 'wudu vsgv kg
     wc vaevuoooohhhhnnnnffffjjjj    hhhh,,,,ppppaaaa?"vnk uz vkhp, rsbv r,uva iuhfu ',"tu" '(wu ,ut) w

'kkp,vk h,gs kg v,kg tk dugu iujhx .rt auchf osue 'van e"vs 'k"hu" 'cahhu
khgu, tku '(wuthc, tk ifkw-c"h wf rcsnc h"ar wg) vguca og ihs rzd vhva iuhf
'vabn yca hmju icutr hbcu sd hbck vkjbvvu auchfv rjtk kct 'vkhp, oua
vbuatrcw-:v"f ohrsb wg) ukuf r,uv u,men r,uva rsbs 'rsbv r,uv tna h,rnt
snhku tcheg hcr tca sg 'ohruxt ohnhv kf rtau ohr,un ohnhv i,ut ohrnut uhv

/"vkhp, hbvh vzku 'vguca tkc ihs rzd huv f"tu '(wukuf r,uv u,men r,uva rsba
u     wc ;hxuvvvvvhhhhrrrrtttt    rrrruuuuddddtka gcab v"ceva rcux vhv vana 'vtrbu" '(c"h ,ut) w

vguca kkfcu 'ovk ,,k ovh,uctk gcab rat .rtv kt ktrah ,t van thch
kmt h"arpanf 'ovrctk v"cev ub,b hrva 'dugu iujhx .rt ;t '.rtv kf thv uz
ratf ifku 'wufu wovrctk h,,ba v,ut thvw-wohtpr .rt treh tuvvw cu,fv
rjtna 'rcux van vhv 'oekjk dugu iujhx .rt ,t icutr hbcu sd hbc ukta
wovk ,,k h,gcab rat .rtv kt kvev ,t uthc, tkw thv vgucava
'u,ut oh,kjbvu ovk ,,k gcab rat .rtv kt oh,tcv hbtu 'ovk ukhjbvku
kyc f"tu 'vabn yca hmju icutr hbcu sd hbck dugu iujhx .rt h,kjbv hrva
vkyc,b tk ,ntv hpk obnt /wukuf kyc 'u,men kyca rsbwu 'rsbv ,men
wovk h,,b rat .rtv kt kvev ,t uthc, tkw v"cev rnta vna 'vgucav

 kg vhv....rrrrttttvvvv    rrrreeeehhhhgggg,arp] wohbvf ,ru,wc t,htsfu) '"vtkvu isrhv rcgn tuvu '
'runt ,arp 'wt ,ut wd t,arp 'ohause ,arp 'wt ,ut wv t,arp 'grumn
rcgk utcan kufh 'utuc, hf" '[wc ,ut wt t,arp 'rvc ,arp 'wt ,ut wh t,arp

 rnuk sunk, 'isrhv ktwvvvvw-w.rt,,,,ssssjjjjuuuuhhhhnnnnvvvv    ....rrrrttttvvvv/([v,ausec] "w

R’ Naftali Tzvi Hurvitz ZT”L (Rebbe of Ropschitz) would say:

     “wrntk thvv ,gc wv kt ibj,tuw - Moshe beseeched the Almighty wthvv ,gcw - ‘in that time’ although the Torah doesn’t

tell us exactly what time it was. From here we can learn an important lesson, that anytime is the right time to daven to

Hashem. A person should never feel like he is unable to pray - he has no time, patience or he’s ‘not in the mood’ to

daven, because every second of every day, Hashem is waiting anxiously for our tefillos. ‘In that time,’ is always!”

:f vrz vsucg (2) s:zme:v 'sh:d huk yca ,"ua (1)
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kanb: R’ Ruderman concluded by completing the analogy.

“Don’t you see? Tefillin, as well as the other mitzvos of the

Torah, are the same as the brain. Externally, they may

appear to be quite unimpressive, but the spiritual power

embodied in them is overwhelming. Although it may not be

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"ause lhbjn vhvu" - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (14)

Listening to a Speech. (cont.) A man should not listen to a

speech or shiur given by a lady, even if it is on a tape or CD.

This is more stringent than listening to the plain conversation of

a lady which a man is permitted to hear, as was explained. R’

Shmuel Wozner Shlit’a in Shevet Halevi (1) writes the same.

Incidental Issues: Hanging Pictures. Once we are focused on

the general topic of tznius and things that are or aren’t permitted,

it is worthwhile to mention a number of “incidental” issues and

practices that one should consider in his or her daily life, and

possibly ask one’s mentor about. Boruch Hashem, the Almighty

has blessed people with the ability to have children and which

parent does not enjoy taking pictures of their boys and girls and

hanging them up throughout their homes? However, people

should also consider that men - especially young impressionable

bochurim - who enter their home will be looking at these photos

and it can pose a serious nisayon for them. Parents should use

their own judgment and discretion to not place such pictures (i.e.

portraits of teenage girls posing for the camera, individual

chosson and kallah pictures, groups of girls in school or camp)

in a spot in the house where it might be stared at. Even chosson

and kallah pictures require careful thought about placement so

that people who are, for example, sitting at a Shabbos meal

should not be forced to stare at them. While these pictures and

and albums definitely have their place in the home, ideally they

should be for the benefit and enjoyment of close family members

detectable to the human eye, there is a tremendous effect

that the performance of the mitzvos has upon a Jew’s spirit,

his neshama, and indeed upon the whole world! The fact

that these effects may be invisible to the naked eye does not

diminish their importance in the least!”

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

and not for outsiders. (Baalei Simcha who hire photographers for

their simcha should tell the photographer which poses and pictures

are or are not appropriate, rather than the photographer dictating

to them what to do or told that this is what “everyone does.”)

Incidental Issues: Taking Videos of Ladies. Obviously, a man

may not use a video camera to take movies of women and girls

dancing. Even with regard to a “Chasuna Video,” it is worthwhile

(and to my understanding obligatory) to ensure that a Jewish man

is not taking the video on the ladies’ side of the mechitza, even if

one has to pay extra for a non-Jew or a woman. It is hard to digest,

for a number of reasons, that the concept "shry vh,shcgc inut" (2) - a

professional worker is so focused on his work that he will not be

aroused - will apply to the lengthy hours of this job, even if he does

it night after night. One should ask his Rav or Rebbe.

Incidental Issues: Producing the “Chasuna Video.” It is

prohibited for any man to watch ladies dancing, or a video of them

dancing. Those videos that pan in and out, back and forth, with

excerpts from both sides of the mechitza, cannot be viewed by a

man. Also, after the wedding, often the family is shown long parts

of the chasuna video in order to choose which parts they want in

the final product. Not even the father or chosson is allowed to

watch the ladies’ part of the chasuna or take part in its planning.

Only the wife or kallah may do so. Here is some practical advice

when producing a chasuna video: In the final production, it should

show the men’s half, followed by a separation, and then the ladies’

half, so even the closest relatives and chosson can get up and leave.

R’ Yoel Pinchasi Shlit”a would say:

     “wsug iht ,j,n .rtv kgu kgnn ohnac ohektv tuv wv hfw - After witnessing terrorists over the past 30 days attempting to

maim, kill and kidnap Jews with rockets in the air and tunnels under the ground, we have a new appreciation of the posuk

which tells us that there is only one Protector of the Jewish nation - wkgnn ohnacw - from the rockets high in the sky, and

w,j,n .rtv kgw - tunnels underneath the ground. Only Hashem protects Bnei Yisroel - wsug ihtw - there is no other!”

A Wise Man would say:

     “Although you may learn from it, experience is still a terrible teacher; it gives the test before presenting the lesson.”    

 



 /// f"vuhfu ctc rag vanjf ktrahk ohcuy ohnh uhv tk(:uf ,hbg,)
    “There were no greater days for Klal Yisroel than Yom Kippur and Tu B’av.” (:uf ,hbg,) Yom Kippur is a great day for the
Jewish people because we are forgiven for all our sins and given a fresh slate; what is so special about Tu B’av, and if it is so
great, why indeed isn’t it an actual Yom Tov? Rabbi Zev Leff Shlit’a explains that on Tu B’av two great things happened: 1)
Many Shidduchim were arranged on this day. 2) The corpses of the Jews killed by the Romans in Beitar and left unburied for years
were finally buried. To commemorate the fact that their bodies did not decompose, Tu B’av was instituted as a special day and
the Sages inserted the fourth beracha of "chynvu cuyv" into Birchas HaMazon. Rabbi Leff ties these two concepts together and
notes that Tu B’av teaches us that the “realities of life” - shidduchim and burying the dead, are not to be taken for granted. 
     The key to happiness in life is Hakaras HaTov, to appreciate and recognize the good things we have, rather than just think
that this is the way it is meant to be! "cuy hupf" literally means to “cover up the good” - when we complain about things that
other people would be thrilled to have. For example, “doing” a shidduch - even if EVERYTHING is not perfect - is a reason to
rejoice, and burying one’s dead is a great zechus that unfortunately not every Jew is worthy to merit - nebach, millions in the
Holocaust did not have this zechus. The message of Tu B’av is APPRECIATION. It is a day without any special mitzvos or
Yom Tov customs - and that is exactly the point! Even an ordinary day is worth appreciating and rejoicing over! The greatest
days in our lives are the days in which we choose to see all the good that we have - rather than take it all for granted.

wudu lhbhg ihc ,pyyk uhvu lsh kg ,utk o,raeu(j-u) 

OO OO
nn nn

bb bb
ee ee hh hh

aa aa ll ll
ff ff oo oo

ff ff
tt tt hh hh

oo oo uu uu
ss ss aa aa

nn nn dd dd
ss ss

oo oo
ff ff SS SS

hh hh oo oo
mm mm
ee ee rr rr

SS SS
hh hh aa aa

bb bb
bb bb
oo oo ss ss

JJ JJ ee ee
ww ww ss ss

-- -- ww ww
ww ww ww ww

.. .. cc cc
hh hh ii ii

cc cc kk kk
ee ee nn nn

ss ss ff ff
oo oo rr rr

ss ss hh hh
aa aa bb bb

bb bb
oo oo ss ss

.. .. cc cc
oo oo mm mm

-- -- TT TT
hh hh ee ee

cc cc hh hh
aa aa rr rr

ii ii tt tt yy yy
tt tt hh hh

aa aa tt tt
ss ss ii ii

mm mm
pp pp
ll ll yy yy

ff ff ee ee
ee ee dd dd

ss ss
&& &&

cc cc ll ll
oo oo tt tt

hh hh ee ee
ss ss

SS SS
hh hh oo oo

mm mm
ee ee rr rr

SS SS
hh hh aa aa

bb bb
bb bb
oo oo ss ss

JJ JJ ee ee
ww ww
ss ss

ii ii nn nn
EE EE rr rr

ee ee tt tt
zz zz

YY YY ii ii
ss ss rr rr

oo oo ee ee
ll ll ww ww

ii ii tt tt hh hh
zz zz ee ee

rr rr oo oo
oo oo vv vv

ee ee rr rr
hh hh ee ee

aa aa dd dd

 wudu gca, unacu scg, u,tu trh, lhekt wv ,t(dh-u)
     “It was taught, Shimon Haemsoni (others state, Nechemia Haemsoni) interpreted every w,tw in the Torah. As soon as

he came to, ‘You shall fear (,t) Hashem, your G-d,’ he desisted. Said his disciples to him, ‘Master, what is to happen with

all the wih,tw which you have interpreted?’ ‘Just as I received reward for interpreting them,’ he replied, ‘so will I receive

reward for retracting them.’ Subsequently, Rabbi Akiva came and taught: ‘You shall fear Hashem, your G-d,’ is to include

Torah scholars.” (:cf ohjxp) Chazal tell us that the reverence demanded by the Torah for its scholars and those who guide
and lead the Jewish people, is the same as the respect and veneration demanded for Hashem Himself.
    The late afternoon during the twilight hour of the day, is a mysterious time in Jerusalem, when the sun is descending into

the horizon but night has not yet fallen, and objects cast their long shadows along the smooth stone building walls. In the
narrow alleyways that comprise the dusty streets of Meah Shearim, the renowned Posek Hador, R’ Yosef Sholom Elyashiv
ZT”L and an accompanying student were headed for the Beis Medrash where the Rav’s daily Gemara shiur was scheduled

to begin soon. The winding, narrow streets of Jerusalem are well documented and the shul to where they were heading was a
few sharp turns ahead. Not surprisingly, they did not notice a stranger slowly sauntering in their direction. The man was
reputed in the community as one whose yetzer hara (evil inclination) had gotten the upper hand, enticing him time and again

to speak disparagingly about Torah scholars. Many people avoided talking to such a person who blatantly disregarded the
Sages’ dictum (uy-s ,uct herp): “The fear of your Rebbe should be as great upon you as your fear of heaven.” 

     As the Rav and his talmid approached, the fellow looked about making sure no one other than the great Gaon and his

escort were walking toward him. He had a “beef” with the Rav and he stood there poised, waiting until R’ Elyashiv was
only a few steps away and then, with the utmost of chutzpah, began yelling and hurling a barrage of foul language at the
eminent talmid chacham on the other side of the street. The tone and barrage was shocking but amazingly, R’ Elyashiv

wasn’t surprised or at all fazed by the ugly words. It wasn’t the first time he had been insulted by riffraff who, for various
reasons, disapproved of his halachic decisions. But the Rav’s escort was dismayed and unnerved. It was the first time he
had witnessed something of this nature, and he was shocked to the very core. 

    “Rabbeinu,” he trembled, turning to the Rav, “how is it possible to remain silent? Indeed, is it permissible to remain
silent? After all, kavod haTorah is being trampled on.” 
     R’ Elyashiv remained calm and unruffled. “Come,” he said by way of reply, “instead of feeling negative towards this

man, let us give him a berachah!”
     Turning around, R’ Elyashiv faced the man and said, “Reb Yid, may Hashem bless you that you will have no time to
spare for nonsense like this.” R’ Elyashiv and his escort then continued on their way. 

     The man who had started up with R’ Elyashiv was dumbstruck. He was totally unprepared for this reaction and stared
in confusion at the receding figures. “What did the Rav mean?” he wondered aloud, actually talking to himself. “If I had
the courage, I would run after him and ask him to explain what he meant.” But of course, he didn’t.

    Exactly a year after that disturbing incident, almost to the day, the man and his wife became proud parents of - can you
guess? No, not twins, triplets, or even quadruplets - but quintuplets! Yes, five tiny babies filled their home with healthy
cries for attention. The streets of Jerusalem were abuzz with the news. R’ Elyashiv’s blessing had come true. Overnight,

this man became so busy that he had absolutely no time for anything else! 
     What many people did not understand about the nature of this fellow and R’ Elyashiv, in his wisdom, immediately
grasped, was that he had too much time on his hands and this led him to sin. Well, after R’ Elyashiv’s blessing, he was

never bored again and certainly had no time for shenanigans like the one that brought about the amazing heartfelt blessing
in the first place!

 /ana vjrzn isrhv rcgc ohrg aka van khsch zt
 ,gs hkcc uvgr ,t jmrh rat jmur vna xbk(tn-s)

      Rashi writes: “He (Moshe) made sure to be eager and
anxious over the matter (yken hrg) until he designated them.
Even though they would not protect until the cities of refuge
in Eretz Canaan were also designated, Moshe reasoned: If it
is possible for me to fulfill a mitzvah, I shall fulfill it!”     
    Chazal state that Moshe Rabbeinu exemplified the posuk
in Koheles -v)(y : ";xf gcah tk ;xf cvut" - “He who loves
money will never be satisfied with money.” Similarly, one
who loves mitzvos, shall never be satisfied with the mitzvos
he has already performed. Moshe did many mitzvos and acts
of charity; yet, he took upon himself a mitzvah that would
stand for the ages, as it is written, "ohrg aka van khsch zt" -
“Then, Moshe designated three cities.” (j-t vcr ,kve) 
    In Parshas Vaeschnan, observes R’ Yisroel Belsky
Shlit’a, Moshe Rabbeinu describes the future deterioration
of Klal Yisroel’s commitment to Torah, and their fall into the
decrepit practice of idol worship. He also describes the
rehabilitation of Hashem’s nation, and ends with a succinct
description of Torah hashkafah, its way of life, imploring
the people to keep its ways: “You shall keep His statutes
and commandments that I instruct you this day.” 
     Moshe Rabbeinu wished to strengthen the nation’s
commitment to Torah and mitzvos. For that to happen he had
to take his own words to heart and create within himself a
greater commitment to mitzvos. This is why the Torah states:
“Then, Moshe designated three cities” - The instant he
finished his speech, Moshe quickly ran to do a mitzvah.
Setting apart the cities of refuge represented Moshe’s pure
love of mitzvos. It was precisely a mitzvah of this sort that
Moshe performed in order to demonstrate his own increased
commitment to fulfilling all the mitzvos. It was an act that
needed to be done instantaneously. Thus, Moshe Rabbeinu
wasted no time. After speaking to Klal Yisroel about the
importance of doing mitzvos, he ran to fulfill a mitzvah
himself. He heeded his own words and “took mussar.”

       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
  ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

 ///// jmr, tk ////                   (zh-v)

        In the year 1233 (4993), Rabbeinu Yonah of Gerona

ZT”L and other leading rabbis signed a ban against reading
the Rambam’s great philosophical work, Moreh Nevuchim -
Guide of the Perplexed, as well as the first book of the

Mishne Torah (Sefer HaMadda). Rabbeinu Yonah believed
that the philosophical ideas in these works were too
dangerous for the public. Indeed, at his urging, the Christian

authorities publicly burned the Rambam’s works in Paris in
1233. But once people are given the idea that it is fine to start
burning books, it is hard to put out the flame and so in 1242,

twenty-four wagonloads of the Talmud were burned exactly
where the Rambam’s books were burned. When Rabbeinu
Yonah saw this he felt that it was divine retribution for his

participation in the early burning of the Rambam’s writings
and he publicly admitted that he was wrong in front of his
entire congregation. For the rest of his life he tried to repent

for his activity.  He quoted the Rambam frequently and wrote
different works on how to repent. The most famous of these
is his masterpiece called Shaarei Teshuvah, the Gates of

Repentance, which offers a blueprint to repentance. 
    In Shaarei Teshuvah, Rabbeinu Yonah writes that just as
one must give up his life to avoid the three cardinal sins,

one must also be killed rather than be an “accessory” to the
prohibition of murder - Lo Tirtzach.  What is considered
avizrayhu, or accessory to murder? ohbp ,bckv - shaming

someone so that his face turns white. When his face turns
white and its ruddiness disappears, this is like he is dead.
     This is not just a nice moral teaching. This is a legal

ruling.  Rabbeinu Yonah writes that one must allow himself
to be killed rather than embarrass another Jew. As the
Talmud says, and he takes literally: “A person should throw

himself into a (atv iacf) fire rather than embarrass another

in public.” In our “cultured” society, can we even fathom
the severity of such a crime? Well, apparently ..... we must!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: A non-religious physician once asked R’ Yaakov

Yitzchok Ruderman ZT”L, “What is the great importance

you attach to Tefillin, such that the Sages say, ‘Anyone who

does not don Tefillin is considered as one of the rebellious

sinners of Israel’? Anyone can see that they are just leather

boxes containing some biblical verses on parchment!”

    R’ Ruderman responded with a question. “You are a

doctor. Surely you’ve studied anatomy. If so, then you have

certainly seen what the human brain looks like - a gray,

shriveled, wrinkled tangle of tissue, not much larger than a

fist.” The physician nodded in assent.

     “Perhaps, then, you can explain to me why people make

such a fuss about the brain? it looks like an overgrown

walnut, no more! What is the difference between the brain

of a genius and that of an idiot? Do they not appear exactly

the same? The answer, of course, is that the importance of

the brain lies not in its outward appearance, but in its actions

and accomplishments. It is not the physical look of the

brain, but the invisible power of intelligence and spirit that

is housed within it that determines its significance.”

 


