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allowing it to happen more times ).

2) A group of people should not rely on this because the owner
does not want his set to get discolored from so much handling.

3) You have no right to give it over to anybody else to use 3).

4) Only use it in the place where it is and do not take it from place
to place, such as from shul to a house or from a house to shul.

5) If the owner is known and nearby, or can be contacted, one
should ask permission and not rely on “he probably agrees.”

6) If it is known that the owner is very particular about his set of
Arba Minim and would not want others to touch it without
permission, one cannot use it at all without permission.

7) If the lulav is in such a condition that minimal usage might
ruin it, or the taker uses it very vigorously in a way it can become
blemished, he should not take it.

For Hallel and Hoshanos. It is not clear if one who has already
without s after the first two days of Yom Tov are as follows: fulfilled the basic mitzvah of lulav can also take it for the
1) Use it only once and not continuously, day after day, because  shakings of Hallel and the processions of Hoshanos. The owner

many people who would not mind lending once would mind _might just be agreeable for it to be used for the basic mitzvah.
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"movan 5502 mrw” - The Draisa states: if one congealed blood and eats i, or dissolved cheilev and drinks it, he is a»n. It is understandable that
one who congeals o7 and then eats it, is 2»n, because even though it is now not in its normal state, by congealing it, he is "r»awnx" and showing
it is significant to him. But one who swallows dissolved cheilev, should not be 2»n, because it says "n>ax" and nw is not nox? Reish Lakish
answers the Torah uses the word "way" and this includes mnw. Rashi explains w3 connotes everything that's wyT awmna of a person which
includes drinking. The Gemara brings a braisa: if one dissolves a grain product and drinks it on Ny, ifit's xn he’s o 2vn, if he did this to s,
he is not nxn NN xxv. The Gemara says, not being nxin xxy is understandable because it says »my onb and dissolved Ny is not considered
smy ony. But one shouldn't be 2»n for eating dissolved \n, because it says no»ax? 9" answers, it says way here too, which includes mnw.

"o [Mab n"7) asks: why do we need the Twb of "way to teach one is 2»n for drinking? We have a rule: no»x 5951 ne? Tosfos
answers that drinking is always included in the term eating only on drinks, like wine or oil. But if the food is usually a solid and one tumns it into a
drink by liquifying it, this would not be nb»ax 9933, unless otherwise stated. &'y9 [D"wn 93] brings "own [2Y 7] who asks the same »wp as
our "o, but over there, "own answers differently and says if not for wa3, we would've thought liquified cheilev is not even considered cheilev and
one would be mwa.™ It seems that 'omn in 713 does not hold of the o2 in our "own that N> 5531 nw only applies to drinks, but rather holds
that even a food tumed into a drink would be N5~ 5552 and therefore gives another x»n. "o [ond 1'1] says instead of answering drinking
liquified Ny is excluded from the MmN, because it's not »my onb, the Gemara could've also answered that one is not xy» because is says 2y2"
"mxnaNn and v is not norax. onh nn answers "o differently: that which we say by cheilev that since it says o, drinking should be
M09, is not because nnw is different, because really n>ax 5551 v, but rather by liquifying the 25n one is ruining it and it's not ymxon 777"
"773, because they are normally consumed in a different form, and we have a rule that by omwonx one is not a»n unless it is eaten yron 7. So,
it was appropriate by cheilev and o7 to say no»ax tells us it has to be eaten in its original state, so now we need the Tv»5 of way to say one is 20
even mnwa. However, n¥n no»onis not dependent on mxon, because wimy msd wo v so although it says o, since it's a mxn, one should
be nwv with liquified matzah even if eaten yzon 7772 8Ow, so we do need »my onb to teach that liquified s is not considered smy onb and that's
why one is not . The Gemara [:n2 ©noa] brings our braisa that one is not nxy non xxw with liquified nx. e explains: because drinking nsn
is not nox 777. This seems to be like the above "o since the issue with drinking s is it's not no»ax 777, s0 our Gemara could've also answered

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (77)
Arba Minim: Using a Lulav Without Permission. Previously,
we explained the requirement to own a Lulav set on the first two
days of Sukkos. The rest of Yom Tov, one may fulfill the mitzvah
with a borrowed set from someone else. This results in a halacha
as follows: Normally if one wants to borrow the mitzvah item of
another person who is not there, he can do so if it won’t interfere
with the owner fulfilling the mitzvah. We assume that the owner
agrees that his item should be used for a mitzvah. However, this
“permission” to use the item only takes away the potential sin of
stealing and works for the remaining days of Yom Tov - but not
the first two days. Since for the first two days one needs an actual
transfer of ownership [kinyan], it needs the conscious will of the
owner and can’t be valid because we say he wouldn’t mind (1.
After the First Two Days. Conditions for using another’s set

one is not &y with liquified matzah because it jﬁ‘ N n‘,n N‘n says nox and didn't need to say it's not »my ond.

[ 0V 3" (3) T9:0090 NI MWN (2) ORI R B (1) |
R’ Shaul Yedidyah Taub z¢”’l (Modzhitzer Rebbe) would say:

“TIPWm NONN MO720 Y2 POYINDY - It would seem that the word 'Twwiny is extra, for if the blessings come upon you, then
surely they have ‘reached you.” However, this is an admonition to the people whom Hashem has gifted with riches and
many blessings. Often they don’t recognize their own good fortune, they don’t have any mwn (clue) that Hashem has
favored them, and they still complain. Thus, the blessing is not complete until “»wi' - one appreciates all the good.”
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Every so often, you run into someone whose life feels like a quiet answer to a question you did not even realize you were
asking. I recently met a local rabbi, a well-known figure across our community whose counsel is sought by people from every
imaginable walk of life. He asked to remain anonymous, and once you hear his story, it is entirely clear why. He comes from
what people often call a “simple” family - though in truth, no Jew is simple, as every neshama carries an irreplaceable,
priceless value. His brothers were practical men who naturally transitioned into trade and commerce, building comfortable,
grounded lives. But his own heart burned for something else entirely: his soul yearned for the depth and wisdom of the Torah.

His choice was not met with easy acceptance. His parents placed heavy pressure on him to leave the yeshivah, step away
from abstract study, and learn a practical craft that could secure a stable livelihood. The weight of that expectation eventually
wore him down until he finally broke, ready to surrender his true calling. But at the absolute eleventh hour, his rabbi stepped
in and told his parents the following ancient story: Centuries ago, a wealthy farmer named Hyrcanus watched all of his sons
work diligently in his fields. All, that is, except for one. One son abandoned the farm, fleeing the physical labor to immerse
himself in study. Hyrcanus was furious. How could his son abandon a secure, guaranteed future for an intangible spiritual
pursuit? While his brothers broke their backs in the field, this son simply sat and read. Hyrcanus reasoned that when the time
came to divide his vast estate, this boy should receive nothing, having neither toiled nor labored for the family fortune. Fueled
by anger, Hyrcanus traveled all the way up to Jerusalem to formally disinherit his son before the rabbinic courts.

When the father arrived in the holy city, however, he discovered that his runaway son had developed an incredible,
unrivaled brilliance under the tutelage of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai, the leader of the Jewish people. That young scholar
was being ordained as a master teacher, standing as the greatest disciple of his generation. His name was Rabbi Eliezer ben
Hyrcanus. When the great leader realized who the father was, he embraced Hyrcanus and proclaimed, “Blessed are you, for

such greatness came from your house!” Seeing the immense spiritual stature his son had attained, the father never disinherited =}

him. Instead, Rabbi Eliezer became the enduring crown of the entire family.

Finishing the tale, the neighborhood rabbi asked the young man’s parents, “Surely you have heard of the divine Tanna,
Rav Eliezer ben Hyrcanus?” The father, a knowledgeable man, replied immediately, “Of course, In the Mishnah, he is defined
as a plastered cistern that never loses a single drop. His brilliant insights fill our sacred texts.”

The rabbi smiled and asked one final question: “And his hard-working brothers - what were their names?”” The room fell
silent. Nobody knew. Their names dissolved into the passage of time, lost to the mundane routines of everyday life. Touched
by the realization, the young man stayed in the yeshivah, and the rest is history.

As the neighborhood rabbi walked away after sharing this story, a realization hit me. Just like the brothers of Rav Eliezer,
no one actually knows the names of this local rabbi’s brothers either. Despite their commercial success, they faded into the
background, while the brother who chose a life of spiritual dedication became the anchor of his family’s memory.

This dynamic lies at the very heart of the Torah parsha where we declare, "IN T2 »IN" referring to Lavan’s attempts to
spiritually dismantle Yaakov. Lavan did not merely seek physical harm; he sought to absorb Yaakov into his material,
self-serving worldview. Lavan’s own sons were completely lost to history, forgotten because their lives were tethered only to
temporary possessions. Had Yaakov followed their path, he too would have been forgotten.

Instead, Yaakov chose a life of righteousness and eternal values, earning a legacy so deep that our sages teach “our father
Yaakov did not die” - he lives on through the vibrant heritage he built. We often meet people who take immense pride in their

ancestry, boasting of great grandfathers or celebrated lineages from generations long past. A noble lineage is meaningless if &

;t,‘"" stand before Hashem this Rosh Hashapah,
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arshas Ki Savo, famously known for containing the second nnow, closes with the above-referenced posuk. Its simple

"C, understanding is: If a person adheres to Torah u’Mitzvos, he’ll know exactly how to act, thereby avoiding m>5p.

The »mynw V1P says, if one wants to survive in this world, he needs only to learn Torah. He sees this from the Torah’s

B beginning the next posuk with "0>a%) onX". If "onmwy” ... then "% OnN” - you’ll be able to stand. Furthermore, the Gemara

in Sanhedrin 99b extrapolates from this posuk the following Chazal: 1270 Wwy ¥2ND DNUY 1R NN 1IN 12 X Tnn 9"

G "MNYY WY N0 N, It’s as if he made the child, or the Torah, or himself. Asks the Netziv: Where did Chazal see this lesson

in this posuk? The Torah is replete with similar posukim and there’s no such message gleaned. For example, it says in

&'| Kedoshim, "onx Dmwy »0aun NN MPN 93 NN DMWY, or in Emor, "omwyn msn onmnwy, and there’s no mention of this
4% concept. What is added here that prompted this Tw»5? He answers that unlike the other places, our posuk adds the word m1a.
| The bris of Torah is its continuity, passing on from generation to generation; as we say in Y89 X2 daily, 9, 7an Wi NO”
"C, "D2W T NN ... 29 Ty The idea of wn »an nown N5 . The other posukim thus refer to a person’s own connection to

Torah. But if one teaches Torah to the young, there’s a nnvan that the NN need not come.

Earlier in the parsha it says, "nmnin »27T NN O XY WX MN'. Meaning that if one ensures the kiyum of Torah through
conveying its beauty to the children, that brings beracha to the world. Rashi says, 0oy nnin 95 nx 555 No.

In light of the above, this can mean that the entire Torah is contingent on this principle; on our everlasting mesorah chain,
from link to link. May we be zoche to impart the Torah to our descendants and earn the beracha of "0y ©¥) DNN" as we
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family, and even people he didn’t know.
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“wn: Judge John Kralik once hit a really low point in his life.

( mrythjng was going wrong. His work as a lawyer was
%] failing, his personal life was becoming a mess, and he felt

totally overwhelmed by his problems. He felt like he had

rt nothing good left in his life.

One day, he had a simple but powerful idea. Instead of

| looking at what he was missing, he decided to focus on what
o .| he did have. He set a goal to write one handwritten
&"'| thank-you notes every single day for a whole year.

At first, writing these notes felt a bit weird. But slowly,

3 : something amazing happened. Because he had to look for
uw| reasons to say thank you, he started noticing kind acts

everywhere. He saw the good in his friends, coworkers,

The biggest surprise wasn’t how the notes made others
feel, but how they changed him. His anger and sadness turned
into real happiness. Because he was more thankful, his
relationships got much better. He later wrote a book about
how this small daily habit completely turned his life around.
Ywn3: The Torah value of “hakaras hatov” which means
noticing and being thankful for the good things we get, is the
opening message of this week’s Parsha and it is also an
essential tool to use as we get ready for Rosh Hashanah.
When we train ourselves to look for good, the way we see the
whole world changes. Often, we think life has to get better
before we can feel thankful. But it’s actually the other way
around. When we choose to be thankful first, our everyday
life starts to feel full of blessings.
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AND BE A BETTER JEW BY R' YEHOSHUA GOLD

the present generation abandons the very values that made their ancestors great.
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Unlike the terrible curses mentioned in the Parsha,
Yeshaya HaNavi draws a contrasting view with promises
from Hashem that Klal Yisroel would eventually find
comfort in the very punishments that they had experienced
throughout the long exile. “Arise, shine, for your light has
come, and the glory of Hashem has shone upon you.” Such
is the divine message for Klal Yisroel which offers a sliver
of hope in a very dark world. But what light is the Navi
referring to and what is the significance of its shine?

R’ Shlomo Ashkenazi Rappaport z£”’l of Chelm
explains that that the light and shine detailed by the Navi
are a reference to the two crowns that Klal Yisroel received
at Matan Torah on Har Sinai when they wholeheartedly

b, TG vass - TYYTODT P 72X TN

accepted the Torah with the immortal words of Naaseh
V’Nishma. These two crowns signified a balance of the two

main worldly elements - light and dark - which enumerates &

how the Torah is the only thing that holds the balance of
evil (dark) and good (light) in this world. After Matan
Torah, Klal Yisroel proudly wore these crowns and acted as
arbiters of their ideals, but they were eventually lost due to
sin and Hashem promised to return them at a later time.

As the keepers of these values, it is important for every
individual Jew to know that simply activating a light does
not make a significant difference. Rather through projecting
the light of Torah and letting it shine forth, the light will
ultimately make an impact on the world around.

Bikkurim is the commandment for every farmer to bring the first fruits from each crop to the Bais HaMikdash and give them

3 :-"g‘ to a Kohen. By this mitzvah the Torah says explicitly, "PpoN ‘N 72 1 IWX 10N 551 NNNYY’, there must be genuine simcha in
G| this mitzvah. But how can a farmer be happy when he is giving away his very own crop? After working the land and tirelessly
¥ | caring for the crops, finally the first fruits appeared. Instead of enjoying them himself, he has to give them away!

The fruits were transported in a basket. Wealthy farmers would bring their fruits in beautiful, expensive baskets, even

"C, accompanied by cows whose horns were covered with gold. Poor farmers, however, would use a home made woven basket.

Chazal teach that the fancy baskets were returned by the Kohen while he kept the poor persons.
The Malbim shares a deeper reason for this. The poor farmer personally invested his time and effort into making his basket.
His own hands created the vessel that carried his Bikkurim. An additional fascinating detail was that the baskets were made

Y| from the branches used for Aravos on Sukkos! Their very source was a holy! Therefore, the basket itself became part of the

mitzvah. But the wealthy person simply purchased an expensive basket. Its beauty was not an expression of his personal

| "C, Avodah and it therefore was merely a physical fancy basket.

R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢”I explains that the farmer's happiness comes from recognizing the truth of "ppoN 'n 77y WK,

everything he has was given to him by Hashem. The farmer did work. He plowed, planted, watered, and waited. But
,“ % | ultimately, he realizes that the fruit did not come from his own power. Hashem gave him the land, the ability to work it, the
‘| rain, the sun, and ultimately the fruit itself.

When a person thinks what he worked for his, it is difficult to give it away. But when a person realizes that Hashem gave it

10 me, there is joy in giving it back. It is an expression of gratitude and Avoda to Hashem.




