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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal
Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio - Hilchos Teshuvah (3)

If one took money wrongly from a number of people, e.g. breaking or
deliberately leaving a faulty vending machine where people will lose their money,
he must try to return the money to as many people as he can remember. For those
he cannot remember, he should contribute zedakah to a community service
which benefits many people, e.g. a mikvah (1), and by doing all that is within his
power to make proper restitution, Hashem will cause the victims to forgive him (.

If one is unable to contact a victim, he should accept upon himself to ask
forgiveness at his earliest opportunity 3. If the victim is not alive anymore, he
should go to the person's grave with 10 people and publicly ask forgiveness, or
send a messenger with 10 people to do it for him. If he is there, the people answer
119 9 - "You are forgiven,” three times, and if he is not, they say 2 5 nn -
"He is forgiven" three times on his behalf @.

If a victim refuses to grant forgiveness the first time he is asked (which is
usually done without others being present), one should ask 3 more times in front
of three other people. If he still refuses, one is not required to ask anymore, but he
should inform ten people that he tried and was turned down. If the victim was his
Rebbi, he must keep asking again and again ().

During the nightly monn Sy ynw mxnip, some people recite a short prayer in
which they forgive all those who sinned against them. The gemara () attests that
one who does this can merit long life. However, if one knows of a sin that he's
done against another, he may not rely that person's recitation of this prayer for his
forgiveness (the same is true of N2y noanbefore Yom Kippur); rather he must person-
ally ask n>>nm, as these tefillos work primarily for sins that have been forgotten.

Every sin ypanb 0N 1 is also a sin against Hashem, and after asking forgive-
ness, one still requires the 3 steps of Teshuvah: Regret, Resolution and Confession.

N3 N9 (6) N:DW (5) 2:190 H7IN (4) X199 NN YN (3) MAaYN MAIN (2) 2:90W LAY JWIN (1)
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R' Simcha Bunim of P'shischa ZT"L would say:

"If a person does not have parnassah, I understand how he lives; on
emunah and bitachon. A person who has all that he needs - him I don't
understand how he lives!"

R' Wolf of Zhitomir ZT'"L (Ohr Hameir) would say:

"Since the entire universe was created for the sake of Klal Yisroel, its
entire existence hangs in he balance when Klal Yisroel is judged. Every-
thing flourishes or whithers according to the merit of Klal Yisroel."

A Wise Man would say:

"Do Teshuvah and serve the King, Hashem. There is no other way!"
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On this holy day, when we strive for self-improvement so as to
register a positive verdict in the Heavenly Court, we must accept upon
ourselves resolutions that are attainable. R' Yehudah Zev Segal ZT"L
the Manchester Rosh Yeshiva, offered a number of such resolutions,
including an effort to increase our zealousness in WO NPV -
guarding one's tongue. Once it becomes a habit, the battle is won.

Ask yourself: Why are Jews able to refrain from talking during the
entire mussaf on Rosh Hashanah, a period of some two hours or more?
The answer is training. We are taught from early youth that one is
forbidden to talk this entire period of time and it is this training which
makes refraining from speaking during mussaf easy to perform. In the
same way, if we train ourselves not to speak Lashon Hara and other
forbidden speech, then the matter of Shmiras Halashon will be easy.

(M9nY NYY9N) /191 XYW D9 XD Yy AV Tonn
Rosh Hashanah is the king, the "head" of the Jewish year. It is,
therefore, appropriate that on this day we declare "Hamelech!" -
Hashem is our King. Yet there is no command that on Rosh Hashanah
we ascend to Yerushalayim to be 931 02w, as on other holidays, to be
in the presence of the King. Why is this yom tov different?

R' Moshe Wolfson Shlit'a explains that the Ten Days of
Repentance from Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur are a time in which
the prophet says: "Search out Hashem where He can be found; call
Him when He is near.” It is a time when Hashem is easily accessible,
more so than at any other time of the year. Thus, there is no need to
make the pilgrimage to Yerushalayim for Rosh Hashanah; on Rosh
Hashanah, Hashem comes to us, as it were. This is why on Rosh
Hashanah the chazzan shouts "Hamelech” from his place in the shul
and only then makes his way to the amud. This custom symbolizes that
on this day, wherever we are, Hashem comes to us.

(9710 NINI) PMANS BIINTNI YW NPT NNNYT DI ¥PN® D11 191V
In the Beis Medrash in Kotzk, the honor of blowing the shofar was
given one year to the holy R' Yechiel Meir of Gustinin ZT"L.
Despite all his strenuous efforts, however, he was unable to produce
strong and vibrant blasts and the sounds that came forth from his
shofar were pale, indeed. The Kotzker Rebbe, R' Menachem Mendel
ZT"L, surprisingly congratulated him on his performance and said that
in his opinion, R' Yechiel Meir had blown the shofar particularly well.
When asked how this was possible since all had heard the weak
sounds that had emanated from his shofar, the Kotzker replied, "Why,
we said it davening: 'Yp1n> 1) 99WaY - When the shofar is sounded by
a great man, 'YHY> NPT NNNT 9Py - But all that was heard was a small,
thin sound. Nevertheless, ')1TNN> 1TV M Pon> 089Ny - Even the
angels trembled in fear and panic overtook them..."
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Have You decided definitively to bring a flood to the world?"

Smiles broke out all around and everyone breathed a sigh of relief,
thanking their Creator. Indeed, that season produced so much rain that
the sea flooded the shore and people needed rafts and boats to get from
Tripoli to the market in Garba!

This is what the gemara (: Y0 MWN WNXI) means when it says, "Any
year that is poor in the beginning is rich in the end!" When one
humbles himself in prayer before the Almighty like a poor person, in
the end he will reap the riches of a successful and prosperous year. We
must remember that everything depends upon these holy days - our
lives, our fortune, the fortune of our families and the nation at large,
health and prosperity, peace and tranquillity. We must pray and plead,
and then be blessed with goodness.

TORAH GEMSs
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It seems strange that Y&v> »)2 who view an avoda zarah as repulsive
and revolting should be drawn to it. Why must the Torah specifically
warn us here to stay away from something that we find repulsive?

The Brisker Rov, R' Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik ZT'L
explains that a person can see something that truly disgusts him and
nevertheless be so deeply affected by it that he is eventually drawn
towards it. Thus, Hashem not only warns the Jewish people of the
dangers of seeing and coming into contact with idols and other forms
of worship, Hashem binds us with a nyyaw that we do not allow our
hearts to turn toward these avodah zara, as we find in the words of
Rashi. For even when a person of the highest morality sees misconduct
and is sincerely disgusted by what meets his eyes, he is nevertheless
detrimentally affected. The "power of sight" is so great that an
impression is made even though the person knows it is evil.

(19-9) 79 IMYYY 732539 7993 NN 9270 PYN 29D 95

Unlike in other religions, where transgressors are advised by their
"holy men" to subject themselves to severe penance to expurgate their
sins, the Torah is concerned with the welfare of the Jewish people. We
are not demanded to scale impossible peaks or travel across the sea to
distantlands. "This thing is near to you in your mouth and heartto do it."
Explains the Sefardic Gaon, R' Yitzchok Abohav ZT"L,
(Menoras Hamaor) these last three phrases represent the three stages
of Teshuvah. First, the mouth must acknowledge one's sins and declare
that they are abandoned. Second, one must heartbrokenly lament his
transgressions. Finally, the sincerity of one's Teshuvah will be manifest

in his deeds, never reverting back to his earlier misguided actions.
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A few days before the Yomim Noraim, one of the great Sefardik
Rabbanim, R' Yosef Ssevi ZT"L, came to visit the North African city
of Garba. On the night of Rosh Hashanah, he prayed in the renowned
Beit Knesset of Garba, and provided much inspiration to the
congregants. When davening had finished and the great sage was
making his way out of the synagogue, he suddenly stopped, lifted his
eyes to the heavens, and broke out crying: "Master of the World, please
have compassion! How can your children survive a drought without a
single drop of rain!" Those around him were startled, and the great
rabbi repeated, "Without a single drop of rain!"

A sense of fear overtook the community, as they recalled the last
time they experienced a year of drought, when all the wells ran dry and
the price of grain skyrocketed. Throngs of people suffered from
starvation and many died after months of bitter suffering. Everything
simply deteriorated and progressed from bad to worse. "Without a
single drop!" cried the sage once again, in a voice filled with dread.

Everyone quickly proceeded to repent and plead for mercy; to pray,
cry and do their utmost to annul the deadly decree. The prayers that
Rosh Hashanah, took on an added sense of urgency and the people of
Garba truly felt the Yom Hadin. In this way, Rosh Hashanah passed
with a renewed sense of heartfelt prayer and contrition, and throughout
the nwn »» nwy - Ten days of Repentance, the community
increased their "Teshuvah, Tefillah and Tzedakah'" that are the
traditional fortifications with which to annul harsh decrees.

On Yom Kippur night, after an entire day of emotional supplication,
the people streamed out of the synagogue, led by their esteemed guest.
Just as he did that first night, R' Yosef once again stopped short and
raised his eyes to the heavens. Everyone simultaneously halted in their
tracks and held their breath in anticipation. The sage lifted his hands to
the skies and cried in amazement, "What is this, Master of the World?
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