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and give him the proper attention to fill those needs.”

Swna: Yisro gave his son-in-law, Moshe, advice. “You
cannot sit all day and hear the issues of the people. It is too
much for one person to bear.” In order to get to know each

are required. Wise men who can listen and understand the
minute details of every issue. This is not just true of judges;
every teacher, mentor, rebbi and morah must get to know his
or her charge to the fullest extent possible. How else can one
help another if he doesn’t understand the issues involved?

and every person and understand his or her issue, more iu(ﬁﬁ
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"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (69)

Walking Behind a Lady. Our Sages tell us (1) that a man should
not walk behind a lady in the street (even if she is his wife as will
be explained later). If the street (or walking area) is not wide
enough for him to move to one side, i.e. they are both on a thin
walking bridge, he should try to get ahead of her so that he is not
walking directly behind her. This is the ruling in Shulchan
Aruch ). The obvious reason for this halacha is because if a
man walks behind a lady and sees her constant movements, it
might cause him improper thoughts. If he has no other option or
there is no way for him to pass her, and he cannot wait or delay
walking now, he should fix his gaze on the ground and proceed
with caution (3). This halacha applies:

1) Even if the lady or girl is properly dressed @.

2) Even if the man and/or lady are older (5).

3) Not only in a street, like the Gemara’s case, but even in other
places like a courtyard, etc. ©).

4) Even in cases where “social etiquette” might apply, ie.
holding a door open and allowing a lady to enter a doorway
first. This policy of “ladies first” is a gentile concept, not a
halachic practice.

How Far Behind. The Be’er Heitev (7 brings two opinions

about how far behind a lady a man is permitted to walk. The
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R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”’L (Oznaim L’Torah) would say:
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Mahara’y holds that four amos (approximately six to eight feet)
behind is permitted, whereas the Radva’z says that four amos is
not enough space and a man must be far enough away to not
notice her movements. There is no clear ruling here and one
should deal strictly if possible.

Walking Behind His Wife. The above Gemara says that one
should not even walk behind his own wife. This is not for the
reason mentioned above about improper thoughts, but rather, as
Rashi (explained by the Maharsha) says that it is “Torah-etiquette”
for a man to walk in front of his wife, when one has to go in front
of the other. Another explanation is from Avos D’Rebbi Nosson @)
who says that since people might not realize that she is his wife,
they might get the wrong idea and suspect him of doing something
improper. Either way, walking behind one’s wife is definitely more
lenient than walking behind another lady. From this we can infer
the following halacha: If one is walking in a place where he
cannot avoid walking behind another lady, and his wife is
walking with him, he should ask his wife to walk in front of him
since this is better than walking directly behind another lady.
Other Relatives. The above halacha would seemingly apply to
a man’s mother, sister, daughter and granddaughter, who would
be deemed like one’s own wife, as it appears from sefer Rov
Dagan quoted in the Mesivta Gemara ). To be continued.
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“DYWPIND TN DY MIN NI TWUN 72THN HN ... YN NN I XY - Someone once asked me how Yisro knew where to
find Moshe in the desert? It is, after all, quite a big place! I told him that Yisro understood that non-Jews are always
found in taverns drinking so that is where one would look for them, while Jews can be found on the ‘mountain of
G-d’ so it wasn’t that difficult to find them! But in more of a practical vein, I replied that a nation described by Balak
as so large that they ‘covered the land’s surface,” (n-23 72712) would be easy to find even in the desert!”

R’ Mordechai Gifter ZT”’L (Torah Perspectives, pp. 31-2) would say:

“INVNN YND2Y BN HY NN PN NWAY - That His fear may be before your faces so that you do not come to
sin.” The Sages tell us (> ©): ‘Shamefacedness (N3) leads to fear of sin ... no man who experiences shame will
sin easily and he who is not shamefaced, it is certain that his ancestors were not present at Har Sinai.” The
bashfulness of a Jew signifies his inherent consciousness of imperfection before the Almighty. Ours is an age void of
G-d-awareness and G-d-consciousness. It is therefore a generation which knows no shame. Thus, the inherent
character barrier against crime and violence is lost. Small wonder, therefore, that ours is an age of moral decay.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Heavy rains remind us of challenges in life. Don’t ask for lighter rain; just pray for a better umbrella.”
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Mazel Tov to the Spiegel and Safran families on the
marriage of their children Zevi and Sara. May they

be zoche to build a bayis neeman b'yisroel.
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Our Sages give several possible explanations for the m»o) (trials) with which a Tzaddik is afflicted. Sometimes those
trials serve to actualize the righteous person’s potential; sometimes to publicize his greatness. In the case of R’ Nosson
Tzvi Finkel ZT”’L, who was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease and experienced great difficulty walking and talking, as
well as involuntary tremors, spasms and slurred speech, it was a combination of the two. But the disease which ultimately
took his life, would not shut him down. Someone once asked him for advice on how to learn Torah amidst afflictions.

R’ Nosson Tzvi told him that he didn’t know. “I learn with great simcha (joy),” he said. He refused to take the strongest
medications to control his disease for fear that they would cloud his mind or rob him of his memory. When he mounted the
dais in the Mir Yeshivah to give a lecture in the main Beis Medrash, he had to hold fast to two podiums to remain upright
and he never knew whether he would be able to control his tongue sufficiently to speak. Once a violent tremor threw him
from the couch on which he lay prone, right onto the floor while in the middle of learning with a student.

A close falmid, R’ Nochum Stilerman, once visited R’ Nosson Tzvi’s home shortly after the latter became Rosh
Yeshivah. There was a bottle of soda on the table, and R’ Nosson Tzvi wanted to honor his guest by pouring him a cup of
soda. When R’ Nochum saw the Rosh Yeshivah struggling to pour him a drink, he said that he wasn’t thirsty.

“I have to pour my guest a drink,” said R’ Nosson Tzvi. “If you don’t want to drink it, that’s your business.” He tried to
lift the bottle and pour the drink, but his hands refused to cooperate. R> Nochum was so disturbed by the sight of the Rosh
Yeshivah struggling to pour a cup of soda that he blurted out, “Rosh Yeshivah, why do you deserve this?”

As soon as those words left his mouth, R” Nochum wished he could somehow retract them. But it was too late.

“You should know, I was wondering the same thing,” replied R” Nosson Tzvi to his beloved falmid. “And I think I
know the reason why Heaven has decreed this for me. It is because I truly love learning Torah! In fact, I love learning so
much that I think there’s no way I can learn Torah Lishmah (for its own sake), because I enjoy it too much. Maybe I was
stricken with this disease as a punishment for not learning Torah Lishmah.”

R’ Nochum left the Rosh Yeshivah’s house deeply saddened, and stunned at the possibility that the Rosh Yeshivah’s
Parkinson’s could be a punishment. It was inconceivable to him that a Tzaddik like R> Nosson Tzvi could be made to
suffer for learning Torah! Twenty years passed, and the Rosh Yeshivah’s condition continued to deteriorate.

During the last year of R” Nosson Tzvi’s life, R” Nochum came across a Yerushalmi, and was so excited by what he saw
that he hurried to show it to the Rosh Yeshivah. The Talmud Yerushalmi (n-) nvmn) teaches that when Moshe Rabbeinu
ascended to the Heavens and learned Torah there for forty days and forty nights, he kept forgetting everything Hashem taught
him. Day after day, he could not retain any knowledge. Finally, at the end of the forty days, he received the entire Torah as a
gift. Why? asks the Talmud Yerushalmi. "®wavn Nk »mnno 5av1" - so there will be a response to the fools.

R’ Nochum was so excited that he ran to R” Nosson Tzvi’s home immediately. “Imagine Moshe Rabbeinu’s plight,” R’
Nochum said to the Rosh Yeshivah. “He’s in shamayim learning from Hashem Himself, and each time he pauses for a
moment and says, ‘What did I just learn?’ he draws a total blank! It must have been so frustrating. Why did Hashem do
this to him? So that some unwise, foolish people who feel that they can’t learn because they keep forgetting the material,
will take heart and say, ‘If Moshe Rabbeinu could forget what he learned and still continue studying Torah, so can we!””

R’ Nochum then reminded R’ Nosson Tzvi that 20 years earlier, the Rosh Yeshivah had suggested that his Parkinson’s
was a punishment for not learning Torah Lishmah. “Maybe there’s a different reason,” suggested R’ Nochum. “Maybe the
Rosh Yeshivah had to suffer from this illness so that in case any of us would say that we can’t learn because we aren’t
feeling up to it, we would have the Rosh Yeshivah to look to as proof that one can learn even with a debilitating disease!”

The Rosh Yeshivah nodded appreciatively and kissed his talmid. “Nighamtani, Nichamtani (I am consoled).” he said.

APVT 3T 7129 Swn

(33-m) "I Dows N3 WP
Swn: R’ Aryeh Levin ZT”L was once standing outside his

yeshivah in Jerusalem while children were on a recess break.
His son, R’ Chaim, a rebbi in the yeshivah, was standing
and observing, when suddenly his father turned to him.

“What do you see, my son?” asked R” Aryeh.

“I see children playing,” was his son’s response.

“Tell me about them,” said R* Aryeh. “Well,” answered
R’ Chaim, “Dovid is standing near the door with his hands in
his pockets; he probably is no athlete. Moishe is playing
wildly; he probably is undisciplined. Yankel is analyzing the
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drifting clouds; he was obviously not counted in the game.
But all in all they are just a bunch of children playing.”

R’ Aryeh turned to him and exclaimed, “No. You don’t
understand children. Dovid is near the door with his hands in
his pockets because he has no sweater. His parents can’t
afford winter clothes for him. Moishe is wild because his
Rebbe scolded him and he is frustrated. Yankel is moping
because his mother is ill and he bears the responsibility to
help with the entire household.” R’ Aryeh told his son, “In
order to be a Rebbi you must know each boy’s needs and
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The moment Yisro arrived in the desert and was informed of all the great miracles that occurred to the Jewish people, the
posuk states: "1 . Chazal tell us (X200 A8 pY1M0): “He (Yisro) circumcised himself and converted.” Rashi
explains that the word "7m" means he took a sharp knife - 70 W5 - and performed a Bris Milah on himself. Here, in
Parshas Yisro, however, Rashi translates the word "1r™" as "rnmnw»” - Yisro was happy for all the good that Hashem did for
Bnei Yisroel, such as the mann, the N2, the Torah, and their n>8n. The question is: w9 o - either "1 is related to Bris
Milah or to simcha. If "1r»" refers to the sharp knife of the Milah, then the Torah should have said "y D", If "1 is
related to simcha, then the Torah should have used the words "y nnw»” to make it clear that Yisro was indeed happy.

I once heard a vort directly from the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shlomo Halberstam ZT”L, who quoted a gemara (.5p nav)
which states that every mitzvah a Yid does with simcha, gives him merit that all his future ™7 will continue to do that
mitzvah with simcha. There is great simcha by the mitzvah of Milah, as the Mohel recites the posuk from Tehillim 5y 2N w"
"2 55w N&D TN, as well as the posuk from Mishlei "7z ax N and thus it continues from generation to generation.

However, if the posuk would just say " 51", then we would never realize that Yisro did this mitzvah b’simcha. On
the other hand, if the posuk would just say " nnv’, we would never understand how it relates to Bris Milah altogether.
In order to project both objectives at the same time, the Torah employed one word that encompasses both meanings - 1"
- a sharp instrument for Milah, and also simcha, as Rashi and the Targum translates as well. May we all be zocheh that our
mitzvos be done N2 NNNW NN so that all our future M7 will continue following in our footsteps.
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The Mechilta derives the maxim, "mwp monnn 9" -
“All beginnings are difficult,” from the posuk, “Now if you
will indeed hearken to My voice, and you will keep My
covenant: then then you shall be My treasured possession.”
Rashi explains that “If you will” refers to “Now” i.e., if
you will take it upon yourselves “Now” - not later - it will
be good for you, for all beginnings are difficult.

Chacham Chayim ben Attar ZT”’L learns this yesod in
the introductory words of the Aseres Hadibros (Ten
Commandments). First it says, “And Hashem spoke” -
denoting a harsh tone (727), but it is then followed with
“saying” (mND) - a softer language. The Sages tell us that at
first, Klal Yisroel listened to Hashem’s words with great
fear, so much so that their souls left them. They heard all
Ten Commandments at once, with a power and strength that
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Parshas Yisro is one of the most fascinating, inspiring,
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they could not humanly absorb, together with the aspect of
harsh language and attribute of strict justice. But then, the
world filled with the dew of resurrection and it revived their
souls, while the ministering angels returned the people to
their mortal bodies. They proceeded to hear the other
commandments with soft language, and the attribute of
kindness. The Ohr HaChayim concludes that we must
recognize that this is the order of receiving the Torah at all
times, and for all people, since “All beginnings are difficult,”
while afterwards it all works out pleasantly and happily!

Nevertheless, “endings” may be even more difficult than
“beginnings.” The Vilna Gaon ZT”’L comments that for the
39 years that Aharon kindled the menorah in the mishkan, he
never lost his enthusiasm for the mitzvah. There was no
“burnout.” Consistent fervor and zeal for Torah and mitzvos
is more difficult than the initial difficulty, for “beginnings”
are usually padded with the enthusiasm of novelty.
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and uplifting parshiyos in the Torah as we read the account of

Matan Torah at Har Sinai. In this parsha we affirm that the Torah is ©nwWn Y, and was received by all of Klal Yisroel through
Moshe Rabbeinu. These fundamental principles of faith are recorded here and embraced forever by the Jewish people.

After the entire episode of Matan Torah takes place in all it’s glory, the parsha concludes with a message for all future
generations. The final posuk discusses a seemingly unrelated law about building a ramp for the kohanim to walk on when they
bring sacrifices up to the mizbeach (altar), as opposed to steps going up. Now, what could possibly be the connection between
these two seemingly unrelated topics? What does Kabolas HaTorah have to do with building a ramp for the mizbeach?

Rashi tells us something fascinating - a foundation of the entire Torah. He writes that the reason we are commanded to make a
ramp rather than steps is to avoid "Ny "> by taking large strides walking up steps. It is a disgrace for the holy stones of the
mizbeach to be exposed to the “Ervah” - nakedness, of the kohanim (the kohanim wore loose pants under their outer garments)
and therefore to protect the honor of the mizbeach a ramp is built rather than steps! Now, if we must go to such lengths to protect
the honor of STONES, denotes Rashi, how much more must we be exceedingly careful with the honor of our fellow Jews?

With this idea, the account of the giving of the Torah is concluded because without proper respect for a fellow Jew’s honor,
there is no way one can truly be mekabel the Torah and live a proper life! Matan Torah begins with the unity of the Jewish
encampment at Har Sinai and ends with a lesson on honor and respect. In fact, this is the beginning, the ending, and the entire
body of the Torah - without which one can only dream of being a true member of the AM SEGULA that we are meant to be!




