
ktrah hbc lu,c hrmn aht ic tuvu ,hktrah vat ic tmhu
wufu vbjnc umbhu - (h-sf) ,urusk ubhbgu kkenv ,ru,

     tvarpn rnut vhfrc hcr /tmh unkugn rnut huk hcr 'tmh ifhvn 'h"ar
'ouh kfc vnj ,p kuftk lknv lrs 'ubfrgh ,cav ouhc rntu dkdk /tmh vkgnka
tmh van ka ubhs ,hcn vrnt t,hb,nu /vhn,c 'ohnh vga, ka ,bbum ,p tna ut
/hbt is hbcn k"t 'itfk lchy vn uk urnt 'is vbjn lu,c ukvt gyhk tc /chhujn
van ka s"ck xbfb /ch,f o,uct ,hck ,u,utc ukds kg aht (c 'c rcsnc) uk urnt
vrphx vnku 'kkenv ihbg ka ubhbg uvn ibuc,vk hutr vbv /;sdu sng 'chhujn tmhu
vzc od vru, vbuuf htsu hrva drvba lhtv vagnv ,ukak,av kf vru,v ubk
ostvk ,uruvk vru,v v,mr hf k"h rapt lrscu ?wv rcs ,t ubk ,uruvk vagnv
,unkugv wc ,t sctku ;sdk kkenvk uk unrda ohrcs vaukav uktn ejr,vk
rjtn hf ,ukdk cu,fv iuuhfu wtmhuw ,ch,c ov ohznrb tukv vaukav uktu 'k"r
/runjv utyj hshk ;sdnv ghdva sg ohrcsv ukdkd,b vaukav uktn sjtc kafba

     ubhbhbgku wtmh unkugnw kkenva rnutv huk hcr hrcs tuv iatrv ihbgv
vhv ktrahc ohbpkn vbvs 'ubhrusc lhhav okug ,bhjc kg ohrcsv uarp,h
hkcn hshjh tuvaf vsucgu vru,c uhnh ,t ,ukck hktrahv ahtv ,kufhc
obue ihck obhc ssuc,vk ucrvu uphsgv ovn vcrv vcrstu 'ohabt og sjhh,vk
iftu 'vfkv ka ,unt wsu ohna ,trh ka ,urmutv tkt onkugc ovk iht ratf
uakjb uc ubt ubhrusc ohrcsv hbp ohbua /ohause ,ukgnc ukg,bu ufz z"sg
ihc ,uhvk .pj ahtvafu 'unmg ihck ubhc ezj,vk shjhv jfc ihtu ',uapbv
ghhx, rat thvu 'wv haecn og vrucjc ,ubnhvk uhkg kyun wv ,ru,c ohehzjnv

ot hf jeh tk vkt ,t vbz vkkju vaurdu vbnkt
 /// vat jeh uhngn vku,c(s-tf)vause hbhbgc ,urhvz - 

    d wevu /vbnktv ,t ,tak kusd ivfk vrxt e"vu,oooohhhhbbbbeeeezzzz    ccccaaaauuuunnnnvvvvvuuymb vnku 
ouh ausev ouhc] oav ,t rhfzn vhva hpk '.rh,u ?vbnktc tku teus vku,cc d"vf
lfk 'vbtahu vkgc ,unha vrfzt ,gac aht ,atc uhbhg i,b tnau '[ohruphfv
kg ohrcsn !sutn vun, rcsvu /uhrcs f"g /vbnkt tku vku,c taha vru, vrnt
'okugc r,uhc asuenv ouenk xbfbu 'ausev ouhc 'asuev ,sucg scuga kusd ivf
- ostv ,ause itf ah hrv ?!aht ,atc ubhg i,ba aaj ah uhkgu 'ohasev asek
hfu /ohasev ase - ouenv ,ause odu 'ruphf ouh - inzv ,ause itf ahu 'kusd ivf
oav ,t rhfzhafu 'aht ,ats ,uhrg ka vut, u,gs kg vkgha aaj ah vz kf og
!?itf rntb vn 'vbnkt tah kusd ivfa vru,v vrxt vz kf og !?vkgc ,unha ihufh

'ausev ouhc 'vzf ause ost ukhpt !,uhrgs trmh ka ujuf ifhv sg vzn rtucn    
iht" :k"zj urnta unf ',uut, hbv uk ahu 'uhkg ykua grv rmhv 'ausev ouencu
hbvc kafh tka jycun tuva unmg kg rnuk kufha hn ihtu /",uhrgk xupuryupt
jycun hbtu ',uhrgs grv rmh kg yukak kufh hbt 'rnuk thv vrund ,ugyu /,urhcg

og sguu,hafu ',"hav kt ucck ,uyvk usgc,urrug,v hrcsc uchaehu ukt 
ahtv vz hf wtmh unkugnw uvzu /otruc ogn occk uyh tku ',gsv ,urhvck ufzh

 kukg ahtv vz 'ufu, lu,c tmnbu okug whjcn tmuh ratavshrh unmg kg thcv
,t k"zj urhsdva unfu 'k"r ,"hav ,t kken whjc hshk tuch rat sg 'vnumg
ostv vz runtf hf w.tbn tkt lrcn vz ihtw vrhcgc vtcv vumn kg lrcnv

/u"j lphvku gr cuy kg rnutv urmh rjt ucck ,uyvk kukg
thv vbuufv itf vruntv vthmha rnutv vhfrc hcr hrcs tuv hbav ihbgv    
;uxck uk orda tuv rcsv vzu 'ohbpv ojk ihbg kg dkdka ubhhvu 'vhbpka varpn
ostv ,t rrugk itf vru, vbuufu 'k"r thna hpkf ;rhju kkhea sg rsrs,vk
ohrcsvu 'ohna hbhbg kfc ,urhrek ,nrudv ,ubmhkv ihbgn sutn ejr,vk
xbfb 'ohbmhkv ,f kt ucre,bu rcsc ujhdav tk rat ukt kf hf aujc ohrfhb
ratf ,jt ogp tku /k"r vtrhu vru, hbhbgn sutn urre,bu ocrec xrtv
vchxv hf hk gsubu 'cyunk orhzjvk hsf okhac, ujhsev rat uktk h,kpyb
rehv kg ohkzkzn ovhruv lht ohgnua o,uhvc hf ',ubmhkv iuug tuv ,hregv
utr if ovhruv rat ohrcsk odu ',usvh hbhbgc lrg utr tk cua 'ktrahc ausevu

/uz ,fn ,ae huujynf ejr,vk sutn ostvk uk hutr if kg /vauses lrg vc
/chhujn tmh van ka ubhs ,hcna t,hb,nc ubhbaa vn tuv hahkav ihbgv     
uk ah ohngpk rat hahka ihbg uvz iftu ';ushdu ;urhj hshk uthcva vz tuvu
zt lt 'ihs ,hcc ,kuzv og ihhs,vk tuv jrfunu ',ubunn hbhbgc ohrcsu ihs ostk
ot ;tu 'ohbhhsv hrjt rvrvk tku s"hcv ,gsk u,gs kyck uhkg hf ,gsk uhkg
kyun vbuhkgv vjdavv vcchx lfu rjtn z"fc 'ubhsc vgy ihhsv hf unmgc tuv gsuh
rsdc vz hrv ohbhhsvc hpus tuv khyn u"j otu 'ruvrv oua tkk wv ,rhzd kcek uhkg

/u,jdavc lf cchxa v"cev rjt tkt ihhsv rjt ruvrvv iht hf ';sdnu ;rjn
kusd ivfv ukhpta 'rund ,ugy uvza vzn ibhzj ',uut, hbv kg rcd,vk kufh hbta
/vatc i,b uhbhg vna aaj ah asuev ouhcu grv rmhv uk ah 'u,ause kf og

/"ubnhv kusd urmh urhcjn kusdv kf" :(/cb vfux) k"zj urnt z"gu
,uejr,v ihbgc tkpb rcs (:zb) c"cc wndv vrnt grv rmhv ksud ,njnu    
ihta vz :tct rc thhj r"t - grc ,utrn uhbhg omugu" :wndv k"zu ukt ,ubuhxbn
't,hrjt tfrs tfhts ht ?hns hfhv /vxhcfv kg ,usnuga vgac ohabc kf,xn
't,hrjt tfrs tfhks okugk !tuv xubt 't,hrjt tfrs tfhks ht !tuv gar

 whpu /f"g '"vhapb xbhnk vhk hgchn v"ptuoooo""""ccccaaaarrrrvvvvomuga p"gtu 'tuv gar" :k"zu 
in ejrv (:sn ;s) ihkuj k"hhes vrhcgv in ehjrvk tkt crek uk vhv tka uhbhg
,ubuhxb hkc vc ,fkk kufha ,rjt lrs uk aha hns 'rtucn /k"fg '"rughfv
"gar" tuv hrv ',uruxt ,utrn oa aha lrsc lkuvu 'ohruxt ohrcs ,utrk
kfha vgac uz lrsc lkva hbpn u,ugar !vurg rcsc kf,xn ubht ot ukhpt

 ruthcu !,rjt lrsc lkhktttt""""aaaarrrrvvvvnnnnvvvvihuf,v"a ouan 'gar treba ogyva 
ihuf,n tuv hrv vz grv rmh ksudc rvzvk ck ohan ubht ota ubhhvu /"vrhcgk
lkhk tk thv ',uhrgs trmh kg ,urcd,vc ostv ,sucg rehg 'f"gu /tyjk
vc lukvk chhj 'wtbhrjt tfrsw aha iput kfc /u,ausek vbfx aha ouenk

/gar trebu vrhcgk ihuf,n tuv hrv 'vbfxv ouenc lkuv ot !teuusc

""ohnhn, ihspb ruchmk ufrmuv tka ihshn, - vcr explains the lomdus: Although the lambs being held in the asenv ,hc for the shn, icre have a
;udv ,ause which does not allow them to be redeemed (only ohns ,ause may be redeemed), if these lambs are left over from the previous year,
since they may not be used for the new year, they may be redeemed with money. This is because "ivhkg vb,n s"c ck". This means that the
ohrczd have in mind (stipulate) that if they end up not being used within the year, their original vause should only be a ohns ,ause and not a
;udv ,ause, thus allowing them to be redeemed. The t"cyhr explains their status is ohsnugu ohhuk, until it’s determined if they are needed this
year or not. Additionally, although this is not a arupn htb, it is treated as if it is was said explicitly.
     The  [j whx 's"be j"ut]t"nr  quotes the iasv ,nur,: Nowadays we are dvub to have vtbv from many items of vause hrcs, like the khgn of a
,"x or like the ijkua of the x"bfvc. This is because since it’s "rvzhk rapt ht", and the okug is dvub to do this, since it is difficult to be careful to
avoid this, vb,n s"c ck that these usages should be permitted, so as to avoid any vke,. In vfkv rutc the j"j says it’s gnan from the iuak of
the iasv ,nur, that if it’s rvzhk rapt, then we do not say vb,n s"c ck. In c"ban [vk] he quotes the iasv ,nur, that understandably s"c ck
vb,n only applies to items of the kkf in the x"bfvc. So, if one has a private ,"x in his house, he may not use the khgn and rely on s"c ck.
    The  [wy whx]g"ua  says: If one donates a ,"x to shul, it’s cover (,jpyn), may be used for a different ,"x in shul, "uaseuv ikuf ,gska". But if one
had a private ,"x in his house first and then donated it to the x"bfvc it’s cover may not be used for a different ,"x. But ihrh,n ah. The t"nr says
(r,hvk) ihdvub ifu because of vb,n s"c ck. In vfkv rutc the j"j asks, based on how we explained the iasv ,nur, above, that on a private ,"x
it’s not lhha to say vb,n s"c ck, here too, since this ,"x was originally privately owned and the ,jpyn was ase,b in the house without any
intentions of later donating it to the shul, how can the t"nr say unequivocally that s"c ck will work? g"mu.
    The  [wzf ,ut s"be wx],ucua, hexp  says: based on the iuak of the iasv ,nur,, of "rvzhk rapt ht", people are dvub to be an,an with the vnhc
and the vpn that’s on it, by placing seforim on it and leaning on it, even though they are vause hahna,. Some are rhnjn to place a designated
vpn on top of the vnhc before ,"vhre and then remove it afterwards. This vpn is then put away and treated like other vause hahna,. He adds
(159), that although banging on the vnhc to silence the okug or to make an announcement, might not be considered a htbd rcs as it’s for a rcs
vumn, a uhagnc esesn should move away the vpn and bang directly on the vnhc as that is a ahna,s ahna, and hpy khe.s"ex tne c"ban ihhg

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter zt”l (Sefas Emes) would say
    “wktrah hbc lu,c h,asebuw - Why does the Torah place the mitzvah of Mesiras Nefesh right between the Parshiyos of
Kohanim and Yamim Tovim? Because just as there are specific people who single themselves out, and specific times that are
singled out, to bring shleimus to the world, so too, anyone can do the same and bring shleimus to the world through his
personal Mesiras Nefesh. By giving up your soul, you are giving up your will to Hashem, the fact that you are prepared to
die if that’s what He wants of you. If there is no other will other than Hashem’s will, that is the true shleimus.”

A Wise Man would say: “The end may justify the means as long as there is something that justifies the end.”                               
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (30)
Laws Regarding Cars: Not in Use. Another important detail to
mention in this discussion is about a car that is no longer being
used, either because it cannot be driven or because the owner
uses a better one. Some people leave their car taking up a
parking space for long periods of time. In both public parking
areas and semi-public areas such as a multi-apartment building
parking lot, spaces are limited to the demand and a useless car
causes inconvenience to proper car users. It is a common and
basic understanding that the usage of the parking area is for cars
being used and no one has the right to cause a space shortage.
The owner is obligated to dispose of it as soon as possible.
Damage that Saves the Victim Expense. Deductions. Both
with cars and other monetary disputes, the following should be
taken into account and a shaila asked to a Rav or Dayan:
Example One: Reuven damaged Shimon’s car and totaled it
(total loss). Shimon was about to have an an emission test (and
similar testings) done which would have cost him $100. Now that

 

      

the damaged car is replaced by Reuven, Shimon saved $100.
Can Reuven deduct that off the total payment? Example Two.
Reuven paid Shimon $10 to watch a $100 item. Shimon did not
do his job well and it was lost. Does he pay $100 or maybe not?
He could possibly say that even had he done the job, Reuven
would still lose $10 to keep his $100 item, so he only caused him
to lose $90. Example Three. Reuven has a house worth
$100,000 that he wants to sell, knowing he will have $5,000 in
selling costs. Shimon burned down the house. Does he owe the
full amount or can he say that he only owes $95,000 because that
is all Reuven would have had from the house, including the
consideration that the price is a makeup of all potential expenses? 
Sources. The Gemara (1) has a similar case when one damaged
grapes and saved the victim the nutrition power of the vines.
There are two opinions among the Tanaim if the damager can
deduct the savings from his payment. It is a complicated issue to
know whether a direct benefit is the same as an indirect benefit,
or if an “immediate” benefit is the same as a “later” benefit.

       



   After enumerating various laws pertaining to the kohanim and korbanos, the Torah inserts a command to sanctify Hashem’s
Name. What is this mitzvah doing here? What is the connection between this mitzvah and the laws of kohanim and korbanos?
    Perhaps we may explain as follows. When we speak of Kiddush Hashem, of mesiras nefesh to do Hashem’s will, it brings to
mind the cry of Moshe Rabbeinu, after seeing the devastation caused by the eigel: "hkt wvk hn"! “Whoever is for Hashem - to
me!” Shevet Levi rallied around him and with great personal sacrifice, executed all those involved in the eigel. When Hashem
saw them gathering to sanctify His Name, He declared that these are the ones most loyal to Me, and they are the ones whom I
want to serve Me! And He thus awarded the kohanim, who came from Shevet Levi, the rights to do the avodah of the korbanos.
   Perhaps this is why the Torah speaks about the mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem here. Having just concluded its discussion of the
laws pertaining to kohanim and a whole host of halachos regarding the korbanos, the Torah wants to make note of the special
quality through which the kohanim merited to all these special laws and which grant them the right to bring the korbanos –
mesiras nefesh, the fierce devotion and loyalty to Hashem, through thick and thin.
     The Gaon, R’ Meir Soloveitchik zt”l, would relate how the heilige Chafetz Chaim zt”l once asked a visitor who came to
him, “Do you know why I am a Kohen, and I am allowed to do the avodah on the mizbeach and duchen, but you are not?” 
    The poor fellow did not know what to answer, so the Chafetz Chaim explained: “I will tell you the reason. After the eigel,
when Moshe Rabbeinu called out whkt wvk hnw, my zeide ran to his side, while your zeide did not! You should know,” he
continued, “when Mashiach will come, there will be another call of whkt wvk hnw and at that time, one must focus and act
immediately! He must not remain standing on the side!” May we be takeh zocheh to heed the call b’karov, t"cc!

    The meforshim explain that the word "o,rpxu" is derived from the root "rhpx" a sapphire. Our job during the vrhpxv hnh is to
polish and refine our middos and avodah until they shine like a diamond. Then we will be more suitable to be mekabel the
Torah on Shavuos. I once heard that Lag Baomer and Tu B’shvat are two of the most easily celebrated Yamim Tovim because
they are not accompanied by special mitzvos, obligations, or restrictions and don’t demand any sacrifice. While this may be
true, the seforim write that Lag Baomer is a day of hope for many types of salvation. The heilige Tanna Reb Shimon evokes
Hashem’s rachmanus through our tefillos, showering Yidden with berachos. No, it’s not a contradiction. While there may not
be any specific mitzvos linked to this day, perhaps the opposite is true. Each and every one of us knows the areas in which we
can improve. It’s a day of introspection, avodas Hashem through simcha, and increasing our kesher to Hashem through tefillah.
Reb Shimon, and his son Reb Elazar, lived for years in the cave, with mesiras nefesh and practically no gashmiyus. It would
therefore behoove us to try to follow in that area as well, thereby meriting Reb Shimon to intercede on our behalf. 
   There’s a powerful vort from the Sar Shalom of Belz zt”l. He asks as follows: we know that Hashem “keeps” the entire
Torah. Now, in order to be vumnc rsvn, we are supposed to pay more, up to a third of the price, to “upgrade” to a nicer mitzvah
item. How is Hashem mekayem this inyan of ahka sg vumn rushv? The Belzer Rebbe answers, when a Yid works on himself to
combat the grv rmh and he is successful, say, two-thirds of the way, Hashem takes care of the final third. Then he added, there
are 49 days of Sefirah. The thirty-third day, Lag Baomer, is exactly two-thirds of vrhpx. Thus, if we make a concerted effort to
better ourselves, and mostly succeed, Hashem will “cover” the deficit. We can then be zoche to ,t rvyn tuv lurc ausev ;t"
"ktrah and be worthy to be mekabel the Torah vrvycu vjnac on the upcoming Yom Tov of Shavuos vcuyk ubhkg tcv.                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 ohnh ,gca u,rvy hrjtu
 /// uk urpxh(uf-sn ktezjh)

lu,c h,asebu hase oa ,t ukkj, tku
 /// ofasen wv hbt ktrah hbc(ck-cf)

rng ,t ofthcv ouhn ,cav ,rjnn ofk o,rpxu
 /// vbhhv, ,nhn, ,u,ca gca vpub,v(uy-df)

 /// uc i,bh if ostc oun i,h ratf ia ,j, ia ihg ,j, ihg rca ,j, rca(f-sf)
     If someone hits his neighbor causing him to lose an eye, he is “owed” an eye. The Torah seems to suggest that the
consequence for the attacker or negligent damager is that he must forfeit his own eye. Chazal explain, however, (Bava Kama
83b), that we are dealing with monetary value and not an actual eye, as it was difficult back in biblical times to ensure that the
removal of an eye did not kill a person, and what would one do if the attacker was already blind, and so on. The Maharal
M’Prague zt”l (Gur Aryeh) explains that in reality a person should have to pay with his own actual eye, to teach him that no
monetary equivalent could compensate for the loss of a living limb or organ. However, a person might come to mistakenly
believe that once he pays, his debt is finished; he has completely compensated his neighbor for the damage that was done. In
reality, though, such crimes can never be compensated for, and the damager must seek the forgiveness of the victim. In
Parshas Emor, deep in the midst of the mission of the Kohanim who were meant to be our role models, we are reminded of
how important it is to be sensitive to the “blemishes” we sometimes inflict on our fellow human beings: physical, emotional
and even psychological scars, that cannot always be fixed or healed so easily.
    Rabbi Binny Friedman recalled a visit he made years ago to the Old Synagogue of the Maharal (known as the Altneu
Shul, in Prague). He immediately noticed its most distinctive feature: with the exception of some Hebrew letters very high up
near the ceiling, the walls are completely blank, devoid of any art or decoration. Standing in stark contrast to all the other
Jewish synagogues of Prague (not to mention synagogues all over Europe), this detail demanded an explanation. 
     There is an intensity to this shul with its history of hundreds of years in existence; eventually Rabbi Friedman learned why. 
    On April 17, 1389, Easter Sunday, a Catholic Priest leading a procession past the Jewish community of Prague was hit with
some sand thrown by a few Jewish children as they were in the midst of playing. Claiming they had denigrated Christianity
and desecrated his lord, his incitement led the clergy to encourage savage mobs to pillage, ransack, and burn the Jewish
quarter for two days in what became known as the Prague pogrom. 3,000 Jews were killed by their Christian brethren; all but
the youngest children were murdered, with countless more injured and maimed, many of whom had their limbs cut off and
eyes put out. Practically the entire Jewish community of Prague was wiped out in a matter of 48 hours.. 
    As there were not enough able-bodied Jewish men left to give the dead a proper burial in a short period of time, to prevent a
further desecration of the dead, the 3,000 Jewish bodies were stacked in the shul until little by little they were able to be given
a proper Jewish burial. By the time they were all buried, however, the blood from their bodies had seeped into the walls of the
building all the way up to the top of the windows. For over two centuries this was how the walls were left; the red stained
stones a constant reminder of the price the Jewish community of Prague had paid for their faith. 
    When the Maharal came from Poland to Prague in the latter half of the 16th century and saw the blood on the walls, he told
the Jewish community they could not pray there as the blood needed burial. Eventually they compromised by plastering the
walls to “bury” the blood behind the plaster. But every 100 years or so, the blood seeps through and the walls need to be
re-plastered. As part of a compromise, the walls remained blank without decoration out of respect for those who lost their lives.
Eventually the Noda B’yehuda convinced them to decorate the top of the walls with verses but only the first letters of each word. 
    Think about who those 3,000 murdered Jews of 1389 might have been today. Millions more Jews would be alive. The loss
is staggering. Same goes for the kedoshim of the Holocaust, pogroms and countless other tragedies. We live in a generation
that is witnessing an attempt by some of the countries responsible for the most sinister destruction of a people in human
history, attempt to “compensate” for those crimes. But at the same time it is important to remember why the Torah states the
consequence as “an eye for an eye”; because we need to always be aware that such things can never truly be fixed.                     

i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

 /// osgunc o,t utre, rat ase htren wv hsgun vkt(s-df)
llllyyyynnnn: The Maggid of Yerushalayim, R’ Sholom Schwadron
zt”l, would use humor and charisma in his drashos to help
bring out mussar points and to influence his listeners. Once,
during his weekly Friday night drasha in the Zichron Moshe
shtieblach, a person got up and announced, “This is leitzanus,
(light-headedness). It is improper to speak this way.”
   R’ Sholom took the rebuke to heart. He feared that perhaps
this man was right, and he feared continuing to give his
speeches in his normal manner. He decided to go to the
Chazon Ish zt”l for advice and guidance.
    The Chazon Ish asked for a demonstrational speech so that
he could better decide whether R’ Sholom should continue in
his humorous fashion or not. Since R’ Sholom wanted the
Chazon Ish to experience his drashos, he began to speak as

  

if he were speaking before a large audience. 
    The performance found favor in the Chazon Ish’s eyes,
who laughed and confirmed he should continue speaking in
this way. The Chazon Ish explained: “In Lithuania, there was
a lot of Yiras Shamayim, but the joy was by the maskilim, and
that is why so many youths fell away. By spreading Yiras
Shamayim in this fashion, you are preventing this downfall.”
    R’ Sholom took the Chazon Ish’s words to heart, and from
then on continued spreading his moving words, ultimately
influencing Klal Yisroel in an impactive way.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Parshas Emor teaches all about avodas Hashem;
service of kohanim, mitzvos, yamim tovim, etc. When a
person performs his avodas Hashem with simcha, joy, he not
only strengthens his own Yiras Shamayim, but can have a
great impact on others as well. This is the ultimate way to
serve his Creator.

   Yechezkel HaNavi discusses, in this week’s Haftorah, the
unique laws and customs associated with the kohanim and
how they must remain pure and holy in order to do the
avodah in the Bais Hamikdash. The Navi tells us that when a
kohen becomes impure, even for a valid reason, he must
undergo a purification process after which he must wait
seven days while “they” - other kohanim - count the days of
purity. But there really is no need to involve anyone else.
Surely, he himself can count the days.
    R’ Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l (Oznayim L’Torah) explains
that in truth the kohen himself does indeed do the counting,
but it is the responsibility of the other kohanim to ensure that
he does not enter the Bais Hamikdash during this period. 

     He explains that in its infinite wisdom, the Torah foresaw
the vanity of the Christian priests and how one of their main
functions is to “absolve” those on death’s door of their sins.
Christianity believes that if sinners confess to their sins, they
are promised to merit the reward of entering heaven. This is
in stark contrast to our kohanim who must stay far away from
the dead and the dying. Only Hashem can absolve one of his
sins – not a kohen. Instead, the job of the kohen is to do the
holy service in the Bais Hamikdash and teach Klal Yisroel
Torah. Being a kohen has its privileges, but it does not give
him carte blanch to do as he pleases. He is a member of the
Jewish nation and must adhere to the 613 mitzvos just like
any other member of Klal Yisroel.
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