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The two posukim describing Moshe's request for a proper leader contain 28

words. The Ba'al HaTurim comments that this is an allusion to the future

leader Yehoshua Bin Nun who saw to the needs of the people for 28 vears.

R’ Alter Yitzchok Weinberger ZT"L interprets Moshe Rabbeinu s request
for a suitable successor in the following manner: The gemara (18 y71m00) tells
us that prior to the advent of Moshiach there will be a major breakdown in the
existing world order. One of the tragedics described in the gemara is phrased
7352595 NN NS - "The face of the generation will be similar to the face of a
dog." The Ba'alei Mussar explain that a dog always runs ahcad of its master
and scems to be leading him. In contrast, people traveling in a caravan have a
lcader to guide them. The difference between these leaders is obvious. The dog
looks back to see in which dircction his master is facing, and he runs in that
direction. The guide. however. truly leads: he does not scek guidance from the
people he is leading. What the gemara is telling us is that before the arrival of
Moshiach, the leaders will turn to the people for direction. They will "lead” by
acceding to the destres of the people. instead of asserting leadership and teaching
them to heed the Torah. Moshe Rabbeinu requested that Hashem appoint a
person with assertive lcadership qualities to guide Kla/ Yisroel. someonc who
would not try to placate the people when their wishes contradict the ways of the
Torah. Hashem granted his request and told him to appoint Yehoshua Bin Nun -
" M7 R wr - a man of strong leadership qualities who would follow the
dictates of the Torah. not the fickle winds of public opinion.
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A Great and Understanding Poet once said:

"I don't know why some people feel thev suffer 'unique’ pain.
as if they are the only ones who've lost or ceased to gain.
[ don't know why thev hide their troubles and clutch it ever tighter.
it scems to me that alt should know - a burden shared gets lighter!"

R' Efraim Lebowitz ZT"L would say:
"The opposite of talking isn't listening. The opposite of talking is waiting.”

R' Shmuel Salant ZT"'L would sayv:

"If a non-obscervant man wants to support his obscrvant parents. of coursc
they should accept. When such a person wishes to keep the commandment of
honoring his parents, should we deprive him of that chance to do good”"

MAZEL TOV RABBI & MRS SRULI SHORE ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER
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the surprised expression on the maggid shiur's face.

"So. why did I come? I grew up in the cold. harsh reality of the Czar's Russia.
There was no yiddishkeit for me. I never went to Yeshiva. Quite the contrary, 1
attended a Russian school where the most important picce of knowledge that
cveryone was required to know, was the names of the Czar's family: Nicholas,
Alexandria. Maria, etc. | knew them all, as did evervone clse in Russia. These
names are engraved in my brain and I can still recite them all one by one."

The old man sighed. "But this is what worried me. After 120 vears, when 1 go
before the Heavenly tribunal. what will T be able to tell them? The names of the
Czar's family? That's all I would have. I decided to come to the daily gemara
shiur: that way. when I stand before Hashem, at Icast T will be able to say over
the names of the Tanaim and Amoraim. Names such as Rava, Abaye, Ravina,
Rav Ashi. 1 didn't understand what thev were saving, but just knowing their
names was enough for me!”

TORAHB GEMS

{3-113) PPINT NIP TUN NN DY NNND M PINN W I NI
The Medrash states that after Pinchos performed his extraordinary feat of
zealousness. the angels in Heaven were not happyv with what he had done and
attempted to have him removed. Rashi quotes the gemara (29 p177yD) that the
people from the other tribes were denigrating Pinchos for his actions. however,
why would the angels be unhappy with him? Surcly thev hadn't forgotten the
halacha that when one sins with an Aramis woman "Zealots may attack him'™!
R' Meir Yehuda Frei ZT"L HY'"D answers that Pinchos was. in essence, a
very misunderstood man. Pinchos knew that he was ordained with the priestly
status of Kehuna cven before his act of zealotryv. however. the shevatim only
knew him as a descendant of Yisro who had fattened calves for idol-worshiping.
Thus, they had a complaint against him: At the same time that Zimri was sinning
in front of Moshe Rabbeinu and the elders, 24.000 Jews were likewise sinning, in
addition to partaking of fcasts for idol-worship. Why had he onlyv scen to the
honor of Moshe and not to Hashem's honor by attempting to halt the lascivious
activities of the Jews? But Pinchos knew that he was unable to do so since he
was alrcady a kohern and could not impurify himself by cntering the tents that
contained idol-worship. Zimri. on the other hand. was not involved in anv form
of Avoda Zara and Pinchos was rightfully permitted to attack him. thus halting
the Divine contlagration that killed out large portions of the people. The angels
were of the opmion, like the shevatim. that Pinchos did not protect the honor of
Hashem but only that of Moshe and felt that he descerved to be removed.
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In the back of the Meah Shearim Shtieblach, there is a small shu/ known as
the Yeshuos Yaakov Shul. Every moming, about 10 or fifteen older men would
gather for the daily gemara shiur. Among the steady attendees, was an old
Russian Jew who had emigrated many vears before from his native country.
This Jew would take 1t upon himself to come carly each moming to prepare the
gemaros that would be needed and would remain later than evervone else to put
them back in their places. No one could remember a day that this old yid missed
the shiur and his presence was taken for granted by the steady shinr-goers.

It happened that a number of davs passed and the old Russian Jew was not in
attendance. The maggid shiur inquired as to his whereabouts but nobody seemed
to know where he was or even where he lived. It took quite a bit of investigative
perseverance before the rabbi was able to locate his house. He decided to visit
the old Jew and was shocked to find that he lived alone m a dilapidated hovel.
The old Russian yid was quite ill and didn't have much time left on this world.

"We haven't seen vou by the shiur for a few days now." said the maggid
shiur, in an attempt to make conversation. "You've missed a few interesting
sugyos." The elderly yid turned to his gucst and began to speak.

"l have a confession to make." he began. "l have been coming to this shiur.
dayv n and day out, for some twenty vears now. In all that time. 1 have never
rcally understood what the gemara was saving or the sugyva that was being
discussed. My mind was never able to comprehend thesce things." He smiled at
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