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It is a law of nature that stones drop quickly when thrown down but
rise rather slowly when they are cast into the air, because gravity will pull
it down. Fire, by contrast, rises quickly and contracts slowly because it is
natural for flames to flare up. Both flames and stones move quickly in the
direction in which their nature draws them and slowly when forced in the
opposite direction.

Writes R' Azriel Hildesheimer ZT"L, in the same manner, the holy
spirit of the Jew is drawn up to Heaven by it's very nature, while any kind
of descent is out of character. The impure soul, on the other hand, 1s
pulled down to the ground by nature of it's impurity and ascent is contrary
to it's character.

Therefore, the Torah states "nbynd P NN - you shall be only on
top, you shall rise quickly because it is natural for you to rise, n>nn X2V
"mMonY - and you shall not be beneath, that rise shall not represent an
increase in an undesirable trait which could drag you down and not allow
you to rise. Likewise, your downfall which is contrary to your nature, will
be a gradual one and you won't plummet down all at once.
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R' Naftali of Ropshitz ZT"L would say:
"A Jew must always look towards Heaven, while remaining on Earth.
He must remember Heaven but stand on the ground!"

R' Moshe Leib of Sassov ZT"L would say:
"], and eight others just like me cannot form a Minyan, yet ten simple
tailors constitute a Minyan!"

R' Yitzchok Blaser ZT"L would say:
"The Yetzer Horah is like an annoying fly. Even though one tries
constantly to chase it away, it just keeps on returning!"
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"How wise my father truly was! He even foresaw this as well!"

The relative was surprised and questioned this. R' Avrohom said, "At
the end of the NN - criticism (the Parshah of the curses that were to
befall Bnei Yisroel if they sin), the Posuk states #nnp PX).....0NNNN" -
They will sell you....but no one will buy. The following Posuk begins with
the words 19120 "7 NN - These are the words of the covenant. What
1s the connection between the end of the previous Posuk and the start of
the next? Where is the continuation?"

"My father explains that this is a 107 - a sign, of future times, when
the Jews stoop to such a low level where #1121 27 NON .INP PN -
people will not care to buy words of Torah and will be uninterested in
publishing and disseminating works of Torah." R' Avrohom sighed and
shook his head, "This must be a sign from my father telling us what is to
become of his sefer. It's as if he prophesied that his own manuscripts will
suffer the same fate, and people will not be interested enough to buy it!"
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Why does the person who is taking Ma'aser have to declare No*
MNNDVY - I have not forgotten; When a person is in the midst of fulfilling
a Mitzvah, he certainly does not forget it?

The Sefas Emes, R' Yehudah Leib Alter ZT"L replies, that a person
can forget a Mitzvah even while physically doing it. Because if the
Mitzvah is done without concentration, but out of habit, it can easily be
forgotten, even though outwardly it appears to be fulfilled. This is due to
the fact that the heart and the mind are concentrating on other issues at
the time.

That is why one declares 7 msnn >snay Xo» - I have not
transgressed - 1 took ma'aser according to the law, mnnow 8O - I have
not forgotten - I did not turn my thoughts away from the Mitzvah and I
did it with all my thoughts concentrated to be in the name of Hashem.
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The story is told, that soon after the passing of the great Rov of
Brody, R' Shloime Kluger ZT"L, a relative of the Rov collected many
of his handwritten Torah notes and attempted to publish them together in
a sefer. However, he soon realized that the cost of publication was
extremely high and so, he began to travel around the countries of eastern
Europe, manuscript in hand, collecting funds from wealthy
philanthropists to cover the cost of publishing the renowned Gaon's
works. This effort, too, was unsuccessful and he finally returned to Brody
with an amount of money so small, that it wasn't even enough to cover
the cost of the binding and outside cover.

Thoroughly disappointed, the well-intentioned relative arrived at the
home of the Rov's son, R' Avrohom Binyomin Kluger ZT"L, and
poured out his tale of woes, especially his perception of the lack of 11>
and honor accorded to the great R' Shloime Kluger, by the rich people of
| Galicia and the surrounding areas.

‘ R' Avrohom, who had not as yet seen the writings of his father, picked
| up the manuscript and proceeded to look through it at a quick pace.
| When he reached Parshas Ki Savo, he stopped, looked up and exclaimed,




