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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
SELECTED HALACHOS OF SHEMINI ATZERIES

The Shulchan Aruch «) paskens (the gemara writes as
well) that on Shemini Atzeres outside of Eretz Yisroel,
one is required to eat his two Yom Tov meals in the
sukkah, although he does not make the beracha of 2v5
nowa. However, many families and kehillos have
different customs and minhagim, and some eat none or
part of the meal(s) in the sukkah. Others simply make
kiddush and eat mezonos in the sukkah, but not a full
meal. One should do as his custom dictates, however, if
one has no clear-cut family custom, he should then eat
both Shemini Atzeres meals in the sukkah.

A small snack, which even during Sukkos is not
considered an absolute obligation to be eaten in a sukkah,
need not be eaten in a sukkah on Shemini Atzeres. Some
poskim hold that one should be lenient and eat anything
that is not part of a full meal outside the sukkah. The
Mishna Berurah () rules that one can do as he pleases,
whether eating a snack in the sukkah or in the house.

The custom is not to sleep in the sukkah on Shemini
Atzeres, although many poskim ruled that one should do
s0. (The Vilna Gaon did sleep in his sukkah.)

One should be extremely careful during Shemona Esrai,
Kiddush, or Bentching on Shemini Atzeres, not to mix up

and insert the words "nyn MoN M O»2” by mistake. If
one did so and didn't yet finish the beracha, he should go
back and correct himself ). If it's too late for that, he may
rely on the lenient opinon amongst the poskim and not
have to say over the entire beracha (which may constitute
a novay N1 according to those opinions). If one made
this mistake on Simchas Torah, he must go back and
repeat the beracha @.

On Shemini Atzeres, we begin saying mIn v
nowxn . One should wait and not say these words
until after hearing it announced in shul before Mussaj ).
If one is required to daven Mussaf at home, he or she
should wait until they are definitely sure that it has been
announced in shul before saying it at home.

Shemini Atzeres is an ideal time to be Maavir Sedrah
(OVIN TN NP DY) of N5730 NNY Nwa. According
to halacha, it should not be done earlier than the night of
Hoshana Raba and finished no later than Simchas Torah
when the parsha is read ).

Just as on other Yomim Tovim, it is prohibited to make
any preparations on Shemini Atzeres for the upcoming
celebration of Simchas Torah. This is especially
important to remember so that one does not bring any
flags, candies, etc. to shul before nightfall.
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R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L (Chasam Sofer) would say:

"On the first day of Sukkos, the Torah commands us to fulfill many mitzvos: Sukkah, Lulav, Esrog,
Simcha, etc. On the rest of the days of Yom Tov, there are just two mitzvos: Sukkah and Simcha. But on
Shemini Atzeres the Torah is very clear. There is only one mitzvah that we must perform with every fiber

of our being. "NV X NNV - '‘And you shall be only joyous'.

R' Akiva Eiger ZT"L would say:

"

"Every year on Simchas Torah, they give me Choson Torah. What shall 1 do? It's been already 50

years - and I still don't even know the kallah!"

A Wise Man would say:

"How careful must one be before opening his mouth and talking. Even a fish wouldn't get into trouble

if only he kept his mouth shut!"
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Kavod Hatorah in the world. One day!"
It was only after the bochurim promised to open up the Ezras Nashim and allow the women to enter
the yeshiva, did R' Boruch Ber agree to accompany them to the Beis Medrash.

TORAH GEMsS
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We find an apparent contradiction in the words
of Koheles. First, Shlomo Hamelech tells us,
"Rejoice, youth, in your childhood and let your
heart bring you cheer in the days of your youth."
Two posukim later, however, he seems to have
changed his mind: "Remove evil from your skin for
childhood and youth are vanity." Which is it?

R' Yitzchok Isaac Sher ZT"L answers: The
nature of a child is to be playful and revel in happy
moments of sheer pleasure borne out of a youthful
urge to have fun. As a happy child grows and
progresses in maturity, he has the ability to parlay
that youthful joy and glee into true simcha - NnHNY
msn Yv - through the understanding of his
relationship with Hashem and his purpose in life.

Some people, however, never grow up. They
continue to pursue childish games and personal
pleasures even as they enter and pass through adult-
hood. Their entire life is the »©>>2n Yan” of youth!
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Rashi explains that the Torah is our heritage, our

connection that binds us to the Almighty, one that
we will hold on to and never abandon.

R' Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg Shlit'a was
once honored with being sandek at the bris of the
son of a talmid. Immediately after the bris, he
hurriedly made his way to the door where his ride
awaited him. The Baal Simcha quickly ran over
and said, "Rebbi, won't you stay for the seudah?"

"I can't,”" replied R' Chaim, "I have another bris."
The talmid looked at his rebbi surprised; he was
almost positive that no other bris was scheduled
for that day. R' Chaim smiled and explained:
"The Navi (n2-35 yPn) tells us: 112 NO ON

PNNY RO DNV MPN N2 0Ny - If not for keeping
my covenant (the Torah) day and night, the rules
of Heaven and Earth would not apply.' Learning
Torah s the Bris - covenant that sustains the world."
Said R' Chaim, "I must hurry - I have a bris!"
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On Simchas Torah we conclude the annual cycle
of reading the Torah in public and start anew from
Parshas Beraishis. This milestone is celebrated
with much joy and festivity, and all Jews, men and
women, young and old, learned and illiterate,
participate. A universal question is asked: The
scholar who studies the Torah and dedicates his
life to its ideals, we understand what he is happy
about. But what justification does the one who did
not learn Torah have for this immense joyfulness?
The previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, R' Yosef
Yitzchok Schneerson ZT'"L, offers a profound
explanation of the custom of "hakafos.” The root
of the word mapn stems from the Mishna in Pirkei
Avos (9°)), P MINM” - "the shopkeeper extends
credit.”" When one applies for credit and is notified
that his application has been favorably accepted
and his request is being granted, he is indeed very
happy. Likewise, on Simchas Torah, the
"shopkeeper" - Hashem - grants each and every
Jew permission to rejoice with His Torah even
though his account for Torah study and observance
for the past year may not be up to par. Thus, we
dance on this day on credit, because Hashem trusts
that we will make good on our account and pay off
our credit line during the coming year. When
Hashem personally extends the Jewish people
credit, the joy is overwhelming for each and every
one - the scholar and the illiterate alike.
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In the city of Kamenitz, the holiday of Simchas Torah was a confluence of excitement, inclusiveness
and pure joy. Many of the residents, men, women and children, would head over to the famed Yeshiva
Knesses Bais Yitzchok of R' Boruch Ber Lebovitz ZT''L, to watch and join in the feverish dancing and
singing, and even the women would crowd into the ladies section and jostle with one another to catch a
glimpse of the action and join in the simcha.

One year, a number of over-zealous bochurim in the yeshiva felt that they did not want to have to deal
with the potential problems that could arise from having the ladies inside the yeshiva building. Worrying
that a mishap could break out, whereby the boys could find themselves coming into contact or viewing
the ladies as they walked in and out, they took matters into their own hands and locked the ladies
entrance to the building. Self-satisfied with their actions, they went to the Beis Medrash to participate in
the dancing. When a number of women did come to watch the festivities, they could not get into the
yeshiva and discouragedly were forced to turn around and go home. The bochurim were satisfied that
they had finally solved their problem.

The custom in Kamenitz for many years was that on the night of Yom Tov, a delegation of students
from the yeshiva would call on the Rosh Yeshiva at his home and wait until he finished his Yom Tov
meal, and then escort him, with singing and dancing in the streets back to the festivities in the yeshiva.
This year was no different, however, when they arrived, R' Boruch Ber told them in a solemn and
unequivocal voice that he was not going.

"But Rebbe, everyone is waiting," they cried in dismay.

R' Boruch Ber shook his head. "Not everyone," he declared. He announced right then and there that as
long as the women and girls of the city were barred from entering the yeshiva, he was not going in either.
He explained his reasoning as follows:

"Unfortunately, in our day and age, when Kavod Hatorah and appreciating Torah scholars has fallen
so far, many girls have no understanding of the value of a Talmid Chacham or a Ben Torah, and have no
interest in marrying one, nor raising a family based on the values of Torah study. But today, here in our
Beis Medrash, we have a chance to offer them a glimpse of what a true Ben Torah looks like; hugging,
kissing and dancing with the Torah, exuding the blissful joy of one who knows what Torah is - and they
go and lock the Ladies section?!"

He shook his head with dismay at the shocked and somewhat embarrassed bochurim. "One day out of
the year - Simchas Torah - we have the opportunity to cause a tremendous Kiddush Hashem and increase
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