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SELECTED HALACHOS OF SHEMINI ATZERES

  The Shulchan Aruch (1) paskens (the gemara writes as 

well) that on Shemini Atzeres outside of Eretz Yisroel, 

one is required to eat his two Yom Tov meals in the 

sukkah, although he does not make the beracha of  áùéì
äëåñá. However, many families and kehillos have 

different customs and minhagim, and some eat none or 

part of the meal(s) in the sukkah. Others simply make 

kiddush and eat mezonos in the sukkah, but not a full 

meal. One should do as his custom dictates, however, if 

one has no clear-cut family custom, he should then eat 

both Shemini Atzeres meals in the sukkah. 

    A small snack, which even during Sukkos is not 

considered an absolute obligation to be eaten in a sukkah, 

need not be eaten in a sukkah on Shemini Atzeres. Some 

poskim hold that one should be lenient and eat anything 

that is not part of a full meal outside the sukkah. The 

Mishna Berurah (2) rules that one can do as he pleases, 

whether eating a snack in the sukkah or in the house.  

    The custom is not to sleep in the sukkah on Shemini 

Atzeres, although many poskim ruled that one should do 

so.  (The Vilna Gaon did sleep in his sukkah.)

   One should be extremely careful during Shemona Esrai, 

Kiddush, or Bentching on Shemini Atzeres, not to mix up 

and

and insert the words "äæä úåëåñä âç íåéá" by mistake. If 

one did so and didn't yet finish the beracha, he should go 

back and correct himself (3). If it's too late for that, he may 

rely on the lenient opinon amongst the poskim and not 

have to say over the entire beracha (which may constitute 

a äìèáì äëøá according to those opinions). If one made 

this mistake on Simchas Torah, he must go back and 

repeat the beracha (4).

    On Shemini Atzeres, we begin saying  çåøä áéùî"
"íùâä ãéøåîå. One should wait and not say these words 

until after hearing it announced in shul before Mussaf (5). 

If one is required to daven Mussaf at home, he or she 

should wait until they are definitely sure that it has been 

announced in shul before saying it at home.

    Shemini Atzeres is an ideal time to be Maavir Sedrah 

(íåâøú ãçàå àø÷î íéðù) of äëøáä úàæå úùøô. According 

to halacha, it should not be done earlier than the night of 

Hoshana Raba and finished no later than Simchas Torah 

when the parsha is read (6). 

    Just as on other Yomim Tovim, it is prohibited to make 

any preparations on Shemini Atzeres for the upcoming 

celebration of Simchas Torah. This is especially 

important to remember so that one does not bring any 

flags, candies, etc. to shul before nightfall.

 'ñá ,à÷àø÷î ì"öæ ìéùòä áø éáøä ø"åîì äàøðå    
 ìåî äùî øá÷ òåãî é"ùøì äù÷ äéäã ,äøåúä úëåðç
 ìù øá÷äù àåä ùåøéôä àìà ?æ"åòì êåîñ øåòô úéá
 éîé úùùî íå÷î åúåàá íù ïëåî äéä åðéáø äùî
 ïéà ë"àå ,øá÷ä ìåáâá àá æ"åòäù àöîðå ,úéùàøá
 òãéã ïåéë éøä ,äù÷ú íàå .åúåøá÷á øåñéà ìù ãåðãð
 åøá÷ ïéëä äîì ,æ"åò íù ãéîòäì ïéãéúòù ä"á÷ä
 .øåòô äùòî ìò øôëì - äáåè íù ùéù é"ùøô ïëì ?åãâðë

(úøöò éðéîùì äàéø÷) 'åâå çîù êà úééäå êâçá úçîùå
 áåè íåé ïéøå÷å ì"æå (à-è"ñøú ç"åà) à"îøä ÷ñô     
 úãåòñ åá ïéùåòå ïéçîùù éôì äøåú úçîù ïåøçàä
 éåàøäîã ,ïéáäì íéëéøöå .ì"ëò äøåú ìù äøîâì äúùî
 ,úøöò éðéîùá àìå øçà ïîæá äøåú úçîù òåá÷ì äéä
 ë"ùîë úøçà äçîùá áééçúð úøöò éðéîùù øçàî
 ïéàã (:ç ïè÷ ãòåî) 'îâá ì"éé÷ éøäå ,"êâçá úçîùå"
 ,øù÷äå ñçéä ïéáäì ùé ììëáå ?äçîùá äçîù ïéáøòî

?úøöò éðéîùá à÷åã äøåú úçîù äòá÷ð äîìã
 ,ì"öæ õè÷ éëãøî íééç ø"åîâä ïøî øéáñî àìà     
 äçîùá äçîù ïéáøòî ïéà ìù ïéãã ,÷÷åçî øàá 'ñá

çç

(ä-ç úìä÷) 'åëå òø øáã òãé àì äåöî øîåù
 ,äôöîå áùåé 'ìî åùåøéô "øîåù" úáéúã ì"é äðä     
 ,(àé-æì áùéå) "øáãä úà øîù åéáàå" 'úëä øîàîë

 .ù"ééò àåáé éúî äôöîå ïéúîî äéäù é"ùøôå
 ïåéö ïá ä"åî ÷"äøä ,áåáàáî ø"åîãàä øàáîå    
 úðååë åðééäã ,ïåéö úùåã÷ 'ñá ,ã"éä ì"öæ íàèùøáìä
 ,äåöî úåùòì äôöîä íãà - "äåöî øîåù" àø÷ä
 ,"òø øáã òãé àì"ù åì çèáåî ,äîéé÷ àì ïééãòù ô"òà
 àì - ïé÷åæéð ïðéà äåöî éçåìù (:ç íéçñô) ì"æçàùîëå
 íéé÷ àì ïééãòù ô"òàù éøä .ïúøæçá àìå ïúëéìäá
 ,åéìò éìöîå äðéâî äåöîä ,äîéé÷ì êìåäù ÷ø ,äåöîä

.÷æåé àìå òø øáã íåù òãé àìå àåáé àìù
 ìù úåéúåàä øçà íéàáä úåéúåàä éë ,óéñåäì ùéå    
 æîøì ,"å÷æð" úáéú àéäå - 'å 'æ '÷ 'ð íä "äåöî" úáéú
 ÷æð íåùì òéâé àì äåöîä ìò äôöîå øîåù àåäù éîù

.÷æð ìëî åéìò äðéâîå åúøîùî äåöîä éë ,ììëå ììë

(ä-ãì äëøáä úàæ) éâá åúåà øá÷éå ...'ä ãáò äùî íù úîéå
 øôëì úéùàøá éîé úùùî íù ïëåî äéä åøá÷ é"ùøô     
?úàæ úà òéãåäì é"ùøì ì"ì ,ò"öå .ì"ëò øåòô äùòî ìò
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ã:åôø úåáåùú é÷ñô (6) íù à"îøáå á:ãé÷ ç"åà (5) á:çñøú äøåú úòòã (4) á:íù (3) å:çñøú äøåøá äðùî (2) à:çñøú ç"åà (1)

R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L (Chasam Sofer) would say: 

    "On the first day of Sukkos, the Torah commands us to fulfill many mitzvos: Sukkah, Lulav, Esrog, 

Simcha, etc. On the rest of the days of Yom Tov, there are just two mitzvos: Sukkah and Simcha. But on 

Shemini Atzeres the Torah is very clear. There is only one mitzvah that we must perform with every fiber 

of our being. 'çîù êà úééäå' - 'And you shall be only joyous'."

R' Akiva Eiger ZT"L would say:

    "Every year on Simchas Torah, they give me Choson Torah. What shall I do? It's been already 50 

years - and I still don't even know the kallah!" 

A Wise Man would say:

    "How careful must one be before opening his mouth and talking. Even a fish wouldn't get into trouble 

if only he kept his mouth shut!"
DEDICATED BY MR & MRS TZVI TURNER - CLEVELAND, OHIO

 íééçä øåøöá äøåøö åúîùð àäú - éøùú á"ë 'ôð - ä"ò á÷òé ø"á ìàøùé 'ø úîùð éåìéòì
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE IT BY MAIL OR HAVE 

IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM. <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><>



<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>

Kavod Hatorah in the world. One day!"

    It was only after the bochurim promised to open up the Ezras Nashim and allow the women to enter 

the yeshiva, did R' Boruch Ber agree to accompany them to the Beis Medrash.
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 àåä úå÷áãúäì äîæåéä ò"îùá ë"àùî ,ìàøùé
 úìåâñ ïåëð ìò øéëäì íãàä ìëåé ïëìå ,åîöò ú"éùäî

.úåîéìùá äøåúä íò çåîùìå ,äøùåàå äøåúä
 äçîù ïéáøòî ìù ïåøñç ïéàù äî ïáåî ë"âå     
 ùôðä úåîåøúää äáøãàã ,äøåú úçîùá äçîùá
 àéä úøöò éðéîùá äðå÷ íãàä øùà 'äá úå÷éáãäå
 äøåúä ø÷åéá äðåëð äøëä éãéì åúàéáî øùà

.äàåìéîá äøåúä íò çåîùì ìëåé æàå - äéúåìåâñáå

 åì òéøôú äéðùä äçîùá åúåðéðòúäùë ÷ø òâåð
 äçîùäù íå÷îá íìåà .äðåùàøä äçîùá æëøúäìî
 äéäú äéðùä äçîùäù úîøåâå äàéáî äðåùàøä
 øçàî ,äá çåîùì øúåîù éàãåá ë"à ,äúàåìéîá

.äúåîéìù íåé÷ äáøãà àìà ,äì äøéúñ äðéàù
 âçá àìå - úøöò éðéîùá øùà íøåâä øàåáî æ"éôì    
 ,àåäå .äøåúá äçîùä ìù äîìùä åúçîùì - øçà
 ììë ãöî ìéçúî 'ä ìà úå÷áãúää íéâçä øàùáã

  éëéëé(è-àé úìä÷) êéúøåçá éîéá êáì êáéèéå êúåãìéá øåçá çîù
   We find an apparent contradiction in the words 

of Koheles. First, Shlomo Hamelech tells us, 

"Rejoice, youth, in your childhood and let your 

heart bring you cheer in the days of your youth." 

Two posukim later, however, he seems to have 

changed his mind: "Remove evil from your skin for 

childhood and youth are vanity." Which is it?

    R' Yitzchok Isaac Sher ZT"L answers: The 

nature of a child is to be playful and revel in happy 

moments of sheer pleasure borne out of a youthful 

urge to have fun. As a happy child grows and 

progresses in maturity, he has the ability to parlay 

that youthful joy and glee into true simcha -  äçîù
äåöî ìù - through the understanding of his 

relationship with Hashem and his purpose in life. 

    Some people, however, never grow up. They 

continue to pursue childish games and personal 

pleasures even as they enter and pass through adult-

hood. Their entire life is the "íéìáä ìáä" of youth!  

 (ã-âì äëøáä úàæ) á÷òé úìä÷ äùøåî äùî åðì äåö äøåú
    Rashi explains that the Torah is our heritage, our 

connection that binds us to the Almighty, one that 

we will hold on to and never abandon.

    R' Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg Shlit'a was 

once honored with being sandek at the bris of the 

son of a talmid. Immediately after the bris, he 

hurriedly made his way to the door where his ride 

awaited him. The Baal Simcha quickly ran over 

and said, "Rebbi, won't you stay for the seudah?"

    "I can't," replied R' Chaim, "I have another bris."

    The talmid looked at his rebbi surprised; he was 

almost positive that no other bris was scheduled 

for that day. R' Chaim smiled and explained:

    "The Navi (äë-âì åäéîøé) tells us: éúéøá àì íà' 
ffff

'éúîù àì íéîù úå÷ç äìéìå íîåé - 'If not for keeping 

my covenant (the Torah) day and night, the rules 

of Heaven and Earth would not apply.' Learning 

Torah is the Bris - covenant that sustains the world."

    Said R' Chaim, "I must hurry - I have a bris!" 

 

(äøåú úçîùì) äøåàå æåò åðì àéä éë äøåúä úàæá ùéùðå ìéâð
    On Simchas Torah we conclude the annual cycle 

of reading the Torah in public and start anew from 

Parshas Beraishis. This milestone is celebrated 

with much joy and festivity, and all Jews, men and 

women, young and old, learned and illiterate, 

participate. A universal question is asked: The 

scholar who studies the Torah and dedicates his 

life to its ideals, we understand what he is happy 

about. But what justification does the one who did 

not learn Torah have for this immense joyfulness?

    The previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, R' Yosef 

Yitzchok Schneerson ZT"L, offers a profound 

explanation of the custom of "hakafos." The root 

of the word úåô÷ä stems from the Mishna in Pirkei 

Avos (ë-â), "óé÷î éðåðçäå" - "the shopkeeper extends 

credit." When one applies for credit and is notified 

that his application has been favorably accepted 

and his request is being granted, he is indeed very 

happy. Likewise, on Simchas Torah, the 

"shopkeeper" - Hashem - grants each and every 

Jew permission to rejoice with His Torah even 

though his account for Torah study and observance 

for the past year may not be up to par. Thus, we 

dance on this day on credit, because Hashem trusts 

that we will make good on our account and pay off 

our credit line during the coming year. When 

Hashem personally extends the Jewish people 

credit, the joy is overwhelming for each and every 

one - the scholar and the illiterate alike.
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(úåô÷ä íãå÷ äìéôú) 'åëå åðéðéá ú÷ñôîä ìæøá úîåç ìéôú åìà úåô÷ä çëáù 'åëå åðé÷ìà 'ä êéðôìî ø"äé

    In the city of Kamenitz, the holiday of Simchas Torah was a confluence of excitement, inclusiveness 

and pure joy. Many of the residents, men, women and children, would head over to the famed Yeshiva 

Knesses Bais Yitzchok of R' Boruch Ber Lebovitz ZT"L, to watch and join in the feverish dancing and 

singing, and even the women would crowd into the ladies section and jostle with one another to catch a 

glimpse of the action and join in the simcha.

    One year, a number of over-zealous bochurim in the yeshiva felt that they did not want to have to deal 

with the potential problems that could arise from having the ladies inside the yeshiva building. Worrying 

that a mishap could break out, whereby the boys could find themselves coming into contact or viewing 

the ladies as they walked in and out, they took matters into their own hands and locked the ladies 

entrance to the building. Self-satisfied with their actions, they went to the Beis Medrash to participate in 

the dancing. When a number of women did come to watch the festivities, they could not get into the 

yeshiva and discouragedly were forced to turn around and go home. The bochurim were satisfied that 

they had finally solved their problem.

    The custom in Kamenitz for many years was that on the night of Yom Tov, a delegation of students 

from the yeshiva would call on the Rosh Yeshiva at his home and wait until he finished his Yom Tov 

meal, and then escort him, with singing and dancing in the streets back to the festivities in the yeshiva. 

This year was no different, however, when they arrived, R' Boruch Ber told them in a solemn and 

unequivocal voice that he was not going. 

    "But Rebbe, everyone is waiting," they cried in dismay.

    R' Boruch Ber shook his head. "Not everyone," he declared. He announced right then and there that as 

long as the women and girls of the city were barred from entering the yeshiva, he was not going in either. 

He explained his reasoning as follows:

    "Unfortunately, in our day and age, when Kavod Hatorah and appreciating Torah scholars has fallen 

so far, many girls have no understanding of the value of a Talmid Chacham or a Ben Torah, and have no 

interest in marrying one, nor raising a family based on the values of Torah study. But today, here in our 

Beis Medrash, we have a chance to offer them a glimpse of what a true Ben Torah looks like; hugging, 

kissing and dancing with the Torah, exuding the blissful joy of one who knows what Torah is - and they 

go and lock the Ladies section?!"

      He shook his head with dismay at the shocked and somewhat embarrassed bochurim. "One day out of 

the year - Simchas Torah - we have the opportunity to cause a tremendous Kiddush Hashem and increase 
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