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“You should remember the entire forty-year journey that

Hashem led you in the desert.” (c-j ohrcs) According to

Rabbeinu Yonah and other Poskim, this posuk includes an

eternal mitzvah for every person to remember all the kindness

that Hashem does for him. During Chanukah, when we give

thanks to Hashem for His many miracles, a person should

train his eyes and heart to be open to any special acts of

kindness that come his way. He should thank Hashem for

these acts of kindness, tell others about them, and possibly

even write them down in order to remember them. This is

surely a merit to bring on oneself more such acts of kindness.
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  Shabbos Parshas Vayeshev - Shabbos Chanukah (1)

   f"qyz elqk d"k   December 16, 2006 - 

                   4:10 -  zay zexp zwlcd(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)12:22 - zay / dlecb dgpn     
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   A SERIES IN HALACHAH

   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Selected questions about Chanukah

Question: Does the oil used for lighting have to be certified

Kosher permitting it to be eaten?

Answer:  No (1).
 
Yet there is a slight preference that it should

be permitted to eat and thereby be similar to the oil used in

the Bais Hamikdosh with which the miracle was done (2). In

Israel there are additional concerns which might invalidate

the mitzva. These include: oil of Shemitah (the seventh

year), oil of Tevel (oil from which the tithes and Terumos

have not been separated), oil of Terumos (the portions

separated for the Kohanim from the oil of the farmers and

the tenth of the Levi’s tenth) and oil of Orlo (oil from the

first 3 years of olives since the tree was planted or

replanted). These are complicated issues and therefore, oil

from Israel should not be used without consulting a Rov (3).

Question: Since it’s better to light with oil than with candles,

can one fulfill this with the solidified oil being sold lately?

Answer: R’ Shmuel Wosner Shlit’a rules (4) that since it

melts down to a liqud, it is just as good as oil.

Question: Does one fulfill the preference of lighting with oil

if he uses wax-coated wicks?

Answer: Since the wax is part of the wick (not part of the

fuel) and melts away quickly, it is as if he lit with oil (5).

Question: Does one fulfill the preference of lighting with a

 `"hily cltyxid jexa axd oe`bd z`n
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

silver Menora (dh:dgr, cyhv rtc) if he uses glass inserts?

Answer: Yes (6).

Question: Must a lady waiting for her husband to come

home and light, refrain from eating until he arrives?

Answer: No (7).

Question: If one knows that only gentiles will actually see

his lit Menorah, should he still light by a window?

Answer: Yes (8).

Question: Is there any preference to have the Chanukah

lights burn longer than the minimal half hour?

Answer: Yes. Since people walk in the streets much later

than in earlier generations, the longer one’s Menorah burns,

the more he is publicizing the miracle (9).

                ((((aaaatttt    xxxx""""aaaa))))    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    llllyyyy    mmmmddddiiiippppiiiirrrr    ddddkkkkiiiiyyyyggggddddyyyy    ooooeeeeiiii    zzzzeeeellllbbbb    ddddffff    jjjjyyyyeeeegggg
   ,ubvk t"ta vumnk sjuhn rb rjt ouen ouac ubhmn tk vbv

?vfubjk rbv sjhh,b gusnu /vfubj rb sckn 'ubnn
 ohbhgk ubk rhtvu     'k"mz xuebhp sus iuana r"undv irngusha

 oacjeurvohehsmk ,hatrc hnh ,aa rut ,t zbd v"ceva 
rhtva ,uga u"kv sdbf ov vfubjs ,urb u"kv hf 'tuck sh,gk
eh,rbvn thmuvk hsfcu /,hatrc hnh ,aac zubdv rut
i,hb 'upux sg okugv ;uxn rhtnv zubdv rutv ,t r,xvvnu
hnhc ubhhvs - iuh hnhc vhva trubv laujv lu,c er ,tz ,uagk
,urhzd vrzda 'iuh ,ufkn ka trubv laujv lu,c teus hf /vfubj
,dxpk ughdva ohtbunajv ubhcv 'ktrah kkf kg ,urhzd rjt
inzv vza ubhcv ztu 'rutc ,uzjk vhv i,hba sg laujv
er !ann laujv kkdc tkt 'laujv ,urnk vz iht /vfpvnk
hbc vrag akak rapta tuv laujv lu,n vtrba rutv

/ohbuuh hbuhkn sdbf vnjknk ,tmk htbunaj
ghdn ratf hf 'vfubj xbn ohsnuka ,usuxhvn sjt uvzu    
kf sdb sungk 'ohshjh ann 'ohtbunajv ohkufh 'okugk lauj
lauj ka cmnc er /,unjknc jmbku 'ohgarv kf sdbu ,ubuhxbv
v,hv laujv lu,ca thnas t,ghhxv hf ',tz dhavk rapt
i,hb lauju vnjkn ka inzca ubhmnsfu /vdavk rcgnu kgn
inzv uvzu khtuv 'vdhrsn rjt vdhrsn ,ukgk rme inz lu,

!,uksd dhavk inz tuv vfubj f"tu /jufv ,t ,utrvk

ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    ooooiiii`̀̀̀    ddddppppddddeeee    xxxxeeeeaaaadddd    llll`̀̀̀    ooooaaaaeeee`̀̀̀xxxx    aaaayyyyiiiieeee
        ((((hhhhkkkk----ffffllll))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeiiiiccccbbbbaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀    rrrrxxxxwwwwiiiieeee    xxxxeeeeaaaaaaaa    

     lkhk unuh ghdva 'oa vhv tk (;xuh ka) u,rhfnc h"arp
kg u,hbg,cu ueac vhv euxg 'rjt rcs /uhct ,t anaku
euxg vhv icutra h"ar hrcsn gnanu /k"fg uhct hgumh kckca
ueac auck vhv v"anu 'uhct hgumh kckca kg vcua, ,umnc
z"hpk obnt /;xuh ,rhfn ,gac oa vhv tku 'u,hbg, gmntcu
icutrk ord hn :t,ht (/cm tne tcc) wndc tvs 'ihcvk lhrm
vesm" rntu vsuvh vsuva iuhfn 'aurhp /f"g vsuvh ?vsuha
hbt rntu icutr sng shn 'u,kf rn, og vagnv hcdk "hbnn
vhv rn, og vagnv hrvu /(h"arc a"hhg) hct hgumh h,kckc
'osuen vcua,c euxg icutr vhv ot f"tu ';xuh ,rhfn rjtk

?vsuha icutrk ord vsuvha lhha lht
 arpn tkt     t"yhka itnbhhya chhk irvt r"undv irn;ta '

ea rdju ohba vnf vbg,vu vnhka vcua, icutr vaga
ahdrvk 'kusd r,uh ckc rcav vhvha lhha ihhsg f"pgt 'uhb,nc
ostk tuv vae r,uha 'thv ,uthmnv hf /tyjv ,t r,uh
kg rcd,vk ratn ,ucr ohba oumk r,uh keu 'ohcrc ,usuvk
rnutv kfa k"zjtnf ;t 'tkhnn /ohcrc unmg ,t ahhcku unmg
eac vcrv tyjf ubk vtrba vn kg ;t n"n 'vguy tyj icutr
icutrk uk ord vsuvh ka vtsuvv vagnu 'ohba vnf ,hbg,cu

   /ohcrc ,usuvk auc tka sg 'tyjv ,rfvu vyrj enug

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

hexp (3)we ;s ,uguna hexpc t"yhka chahkt ;xuh ouka d"vrv (2)dh:dgr, j"ut ohhjv ;f (1)
wcf ;s wh huk ,hcn (7) zbe:j hukv yca (6) wsh ;s oa (5)wdh ;s wh huk ,hcn (4) wtp, ;s wu ,ucua,
           wyg ;s ejmh ,uca (9) wm ;s ejmh ,ucac t"yhka chahkt ;xuh ouka d"vrv (8)

R' Yosef Chaim of Baghdad ZT"L (Ben Ish Chai) would say: 

   “The posuk tells us that when the brothers saw Yosef approaching from afar, they decided right then and

there to kill him. But by the time he reached them, the plan had changed, and they ended up selling him. We

learn two things from this: First, never give up - when all seems lost, one never knows what might happen or

how things could change in an instant. Second, when one comes to a decision in haste, wait a few moments

and rethink the issue. You never know how the decision may be altered with a clearer mind.”

R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L (Chid”a) would say:

    “wohn uc iht ehr rucvw - ‘The pit was empty, water was not in it.’ Yosef was thrown into a pit that had no

water, although it did contain snakes and scorpions (Medrash). How did Chazal know that the pit contained

snakes and scorpions? From the letters of the words wuc ihtw - ‘not in it.’ These five letters are the ,uc, hatr for

the words, wtkcb  ohaju ohcregh acwu  - ‘but snakes and scorpions were in it.’” 

A Wise Man would say:

    “There is something so unique that it has never existed in the past and will never be here again: Today!”

d"avpz - dkepgc 'c - elqk h"k 'tp - d"r mdxa` 'x za diav zipaxd p"irl acpzp
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many gedolim have admitted that her efforts to enlighten the darkened Jewish landscape may have been the

most contributing factor in the restoration and continuation of Torah-true Yiddishkeit.

    When World War I broke out on Tisha B'av 1914, Jewish communities throughout Europe were ravaged

and destroyed. Many people fled their hometowns and congregated in bigger cities in the hope that their

safety was more assured amongst larger numbers. One of these refugees was a thirty-year old woman by the

name of Sarah Schenirer, who escaped Cracow, Poland, and frantically made her way west to Vienna, together

with thousands of other refugees. She settled temporarily in Vienna and hoped to ride out the storm of war.

     Sarah Schenirer was a headstrong and passionate person, who was committed to her Torah-true ideals.

She would regularly attend shiurim and tefillos but felt that something was missing, her fate was calling. 

    On Shabbos Chanukah, 1915, she heard the call. Early Shabbos morning, Sarah Schenirer attended the

Beis Haknesses in Vienna where the local Rabbi, R' Fleisch ZT"L, was known for his powerful oratories. R'

Fleisch was a pupil of the famed R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L, and he based much of his speaking

abilities, as well as his content, on his Rebbe's teachings. That particular Shabbos morning derasha was in

large part a testimony to the major impact of Jewish women on Klal Yisroel, throughout the generations.

     “Look,” R' Fleisch thundered, “at the courageous acts of Jewish women during the terrible years leading

up to the miracle of Chanukah. Look at what Yehudis accomplished, by killing the Greek king and the

Kiddush Hashem that Chana and her seven sons performed, when they refused to bow down to the Greek

idols. In every generation, we find courageous Jewish women, who take the initiative and effect tremendous

salvation on behalf of their people. Who are the Chashmonaim of our generation? Where are those who will

raise the banner of whkt wvk hnw to rally and inspire the young women to act in the name of Hashem?”

    Sarah Schenirer was sitting in the ladies section, mesmerized. This was what she always believed in and

what she felt was necessary for her Jewish sisters. R' Fleisch's words shook her to her very foundation and the

import of his words hit her with tremendous force. She made up her mind right then and there, and became a

student of R' Fleisch. She learned from him and studied the many writings of R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch,

including his renowned work known as the “Nineteen Letters.” Soon after the conclusion of the Great War,

she returned to Cracow and began plans for her magnum opus; the greatest single contribution of a woman to

the Jewish People in the modern era, the Bais Yaakov movement.

    When R’ Sholom Schwadron ZT”L would recount this story, he would add the following little aside:

“Sarah Schenirer’s Bais Yaakov movement shook Heaven and Earth. Through her, girls all over the world,

received a Jewish education and an appreciation of Torah values  But what about R’ Fleisch? Undoubtedly,

when he reached the next world, he was greeted with a vision of worlds upon worlds of Jewish life existing in

his merit. Little did he realize the power of his words that Shabbos Chanukah, and what it eventually led to!”

 

((((bbbbkkkk----nnnn))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeddddggggkkkkyyyyiiiieeee    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiwwwwyyyynnnndddd    xxxxyyyy    xxxxkkkkffff    `̀̀̀lllleeee 
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                       jjjjiiiigggg`̀̀̀    `̀̀̀eeeelllldddd    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    llll`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    jjjjggggllllyyyy`̀̀̀eeee    ddddkkkkllll    mmmmkkkkyyyyaaaa    mmmmiiiirrrrxxxx    ((((bbbbiiii----ffffllll))))

    When Yaakov called to his beloved son Yosef, to

travel to Shechem and check on the whereabouts of

his other sons who were tending to the sheep, the

Torah refers to him as “Yisroel.” This seems to be a

bit out of sorts, since we find the name “Yaakov”

being used with greater frequency in the parsha:

"cegh cahu" - “And Yaakov settled,” "cegh ,usku, vkt"
- “These are the descendants of Yaakov,” cegh grehu"
"uh,ukna - “And Yaakov tore his garments.” Why,

suddenly, does the Torah switch the manner in which

it refers to Yaakov, by addressing him as "ktrah"?
    The Torah is teaching us a tremendous lesson in

the art of ",ufz ;fk ost kf ,t is huv" - “Always judge

every person in a positive light,” declaims R’

Avrohom Ben HaRambam ZT”L. One may stop

and wonder: If the entire Golus Mitzrayim came

about as a result of the mass emigration of Bnei

Yisroel to Egypt; Yaakov and his family only moved

there because Yosef was the viceroy in Egypt; he

only rose to his lofty stature after being freed from

slavery; the slavery was a product of Yosef’s

brothers’ hatred for him and their opportunistic

encounter with him in the fields; he only went out to

the fields to check on them in Shechem to fulfill his

father’s request. Hence, based on this logical

sequence of events, it would appear as if Yaakov,

himself, was the source of the bitter Egyptian exile!

    Thus, precisely at this juncture in the storyline, the

Torah employs the name “Yisroel” which implies a

lofty stature, an ascetic piety, and a sanctified, if not

blameless, sense of purpose. For it was not Yaakov

that catalyzed the series of events leading up to the

golus, but rather, the express will of Hashem!

eeeerrrraaaawwwweeee    jjjjyyyyccccwwww    zzzzeeeexxxxvvvvggggaaaa    zzzzeeeexxxxpppp    eeeewwwwiiiillllccccddddeeee    
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeellll`̀̀̀    ddddkkkkeeeeppppgggg    iiiinnnniiii    zzzzppppeeeennnnyyyy((((mmmmiiiiqqqqiiiippppdddd    llllrrrr))))    

  The gemara (:tf ,ca) describes the main facet of our

celebration during the Yom Tov of Chanukah: “When

the Kingdom of the House of the Chashmonaim

overpowered the enemy, they searched and only

found one flask of oil, enough for one day’s lighting.

A miracle occurred and they lit from it a full eight

days.” In commemoration of this incredible miracle,

we, too, light the menorah for eight straight days.

     But there is an underlying current to the words of

Chazal, one that in itself should make us celebrate

our Jewish heritage. The Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel

Teitelbaum ZT”L illuminates our eyes with the

following thought: The special flask of oil which was

sealed with the signet of the Kohen Gadol, remained

hidden for many, many years; not just from the Greek

invaders, but also from the Jewish protectors. All the

years that the Syrian-Greek Hellenists decreed

against the Jewish People, forcing them away from

the Torah, and making their lives difficult, this flask

of oil remained hidden. For Hashem was preparing

the seeds of redemption. Hashem saw what was

happening to His people, and kept a watchful eye;

albeit from a hidden, distant perspective. In the end,

when the time was ripe, Hashem revealed, in all His

Glory, the true light of His love and guidance, and

brought about the salvation of Klal Yisroel.

    There are times when a person thinks that no one is

there for them, no one is watching over them, life has

become unmanageable, impossible. The lesson of the

Chanukah licht is that even when things are tough,

Hashem is there, watching, waiting and, of course,

protecting. Until the time when He will reveal His

true intentions, bringing simcha and joy to His children.

llllyyyynnnn: The students of the renowned Grodno Yeshiva
decided to stage a walkout. They were protesting the
abject lack of food and amenities being provided and
they all went to learn one day in another Beis
Medrash, leaving their own deserted. 
    The Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Shimon Shkop ZT”L was
informed of the strike early in the day, but said
nothing, his reaction seen as a silent nod of assent.
On the second morning, however, he sent a strongly
worded message to the older students informing
them to come back immediately. They did so hastily
but wondered about R’ Shimon’s seeming change of
heart. The Rosh Yeshivah explained his reaction. 

   “You’ve made your point! We understand the
problem and we intend to fix it. But do not overstep
your bounds. One day is a protest - anything more
will simply nullify your original intentions, causing
you to bear the blame of the entire yeshivah!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Chazal tell us that Yosef was punished with
two extra years of slavery because he twice asked the
Royal Butler to remember him. Had he only asked
once, he would not have been punished at all, because
that first request was seen in Heaven as his ,uks,av -
effort, and he was well within his rights to try to
effect his freedom. One request was all he needed -
the second request was over and beyond necessity. 
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((((zzzzeeeexxxxpppp    zzzzwwwwllllccccdddd    llllyyyy    ddddlllliiiittttzzzz))))    jjjjzzzzrrrreeeeyyyyiiii    llllrrrreeee    jjjjiiiizzzzeeee`̀̀̀llllttttpppp    llllrrrreeee    jjjjiiiiqqqqpppp    llllrrrr    lllleeeeccccbbbbdddd    jjjjnnnnyyyyllll    llllllllddddllll    zzzzeeeecccceeeeddddllll    iiiicccckkkk
    One of the most important themes in the Chanukah story is the heroism of Jewish women and the

preservation of their modesty. The Medrash relates the famous story of a widow named Yehudis who

volunteered to go to the king and rescue the city of Jerusalem when it was besieged by the Syrian-Greek

army. She gained an audience with him and he fell for her charms. He made a lavish feast in her honor during

which much wine and old cheese was consumed. He became drunk and fell into a deep sleep. That night as

he slept, she took his sword and decapitated him. She put his head in her pouch and brought it back to the city

with her, whereupon the Jews hung it on the city walls. When the Greeks realized they had lost their leader

they panicked and fled. This story, as well as other similar stories of Jewish heroines, was what inspired one

of our modern-day Jewish heroines to shift into action and begin a movement so wide and so successful, that


