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Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Re’eh - August 11, 2018
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Swnd: A Jew must be very careful not to follow the
nefarious words of heretics and sinners. Some will try to
convince others to join them because it’s fun or because they
just want to “try something” that they’ve never done be‘ ore.

However, there are others who are spiteful and wish to entice
fellow Jews away from the path of Torah. These heretics are
much worse and the Torah tells us that such people must be
avoided at all cost - for the sake of ourselves and our children.

A SERIES IN HALACHA wy@_)

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"B919 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (89)
Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Attending a Chasuna.
The Gemara (1) says: "2 NE1NY NN YOV’ - one is obligated
to stop Torah learning to escort a bride to the Chupa. Attending
a wedding brings honor and simcha to a chosson and kalla, and
also adds to the respect and affection they have for one another
seeing how many people took time out to participate in their
joyous event. The Shita Mekubetzes ) brings a dispute whether
the chosson and kalla deserve an “unlimited”” amount of people
at their wedding, with each guest adding to the simcha making it
a mitzvah that cannot be done by others; or there is a “finite”
amount that is enough for them. The leaning of later Poskim is
toward the second opinion 3). Nowadays when these events are
attended by invitation and the hosts recognize that the whole
guest list will not make it, all might agree to be lenient - see further.
The Obligation. In the Gemara’s circumstance, there is a dispute
between the Chelkas Mechokek @) who says that only one who
is walking nearby and sees the procession or Chupa is obligated
to attend, and the Beis Shmuel 5) who holds that even one who
just hears about it should participate. Again, nowadays, when
people send out invitations, it stands to reason that even one who
sees a Chupa taking place might not have any obligation, and
certainly there is no obligation for one who just hears about it.
The Exact Obligation. The obligation referred to in the Gemara
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is the procession to the Chupa and attending the Chupa (which
should motivate us to be on time to participate in this part of the
wedding). The seuda (meal) and dancing is not the “Hachnosas
Kalla” that the Gemara refers to. However, it is certainly a
mitzvah, as part of the general mitzvah of Gemilas Chasadim - to
gladden the hearts of the chosson and kalla @) - and by extension
their families - especially if one’s absence will upset the above
even slightly. Yet, doing this can be achieved with minimal
participation according to the circumstances, personal
connections, and reasonable expectations of the Baalei Simcha.
Rule in Yeshivos. About thirty years ago R’ Elazar Menachem
Mann Shach z¢7 instituted a policy in the Ponovezh Yeshivah
(and many other yeshivos adopted it as well) that during the official
learning seder, no more than 10 yeshivah friends (or in certain
cases even more who feel very close to the chosson and he will feel
bad if they’re absent) should attend. This was made to keep the
yeshivah sessions strong as well as to strengthen the following
morning’s davening and learning sedorim. When someone asked
R’ Shmuel Wosner z¢’7 if this policy fits into the above source in
halacha, he answered (7) that the dancing at a chasuna (which the
bochurim are usually there for) is not the obligation mentioned in
the Gemara, and is nowadays a bit overdone as per the Gemara’s
description of "Ny W (“rejoicing with trembling”) at a
chasuna. Therefore, Rav Shach’s takana is fully correct.

see RAW TIVT NRYWT

R’ Meir Dan Plotsky z¢”I (Kli Chemdah) would say:

0NN NN Y (3) DY P'PLY (2) . MM (1)
Y0V (5) 200 YN JaNR (4) 393 MDD vIY NW Y
393 90N 12V (7) NO YN YW (6)

D3N ONX 05T NoWN Y51 onnnpwyY - The Rambam (Hil. Yom Tov 6:17) writes that on Yom Tov there is an

obligation to rejoice, but Hashem is not content with one who celebrates privately with his family. We must invite the
needy to our festive meals and make sure that they also rejoice. The word 'n>wn’ comes from the root 'n5¥’ which means
‘to send.’ Thus, when one sits down to a festive meal together with his family, his major joy should be 'D>1 n>wn 521’ -
all the poor that one has ‘sent for’ to be at his table and all the poor to whom he has ‘sent’ provisions and made happy.”

Rabbi Yehoshua Alt shlit’a (Parsha Sheets.com) would say:

“NONN DPNN NN YY) NINYI DMINNA NP T2 D NI - One reason we may go through a difficult time is in order to
help others when they are in that same predicament. One may go through financial difficulties and then become
wealthy. When the poor now come to him, he can be more sympathetic and help them out. One who loses a relative can
be more sensitive to another who just lost someone. Hashem wants traits of kindness, mercy and righteousness in the
world. He therefore chose us as a nation since we were slaves. Through slavery we can understand the downtrodden. In
this way we can grasp the mitzvah to love a convert, because by loving him, we can bring kindness to the whole world.”

A Wise Man would say:
“If you always do what you’ve alwavs done you will always get what you’ve always got.”
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The literal definition of “Arichas Yamim” is “length of days” which implies someone who lives to a ripe old age, but
in reality, one who uses each and every minute of his day to its fullest has accomplished this very same ideal. R> Aharon
Leib Shteinman z#”’l was a Tzaddik who accomplished both the literal and idealistic sense of the words. He was 104 years
old when he passed away, but the fullness of his days, indeed his insufferable ability to learn, teach, travel, and dispense
advice and wisdom to Klal Yisroel all over the world, made those years seem to stretch out even longer.

In the final year of his life, it finally took a toll on his health and he was hospitalized a number of times. In December 2016,
he contracted pneumonia and was taken to Ma’ayanei Hayeshua Medical Center in Bnei Brak. He recovered, but doctors said
at the time that they were concerned that a “general decline” in his physical condition had begun. In January 2017, at 103
years of age, R’ Shteinman was again hospitalized. He was suffering from shortness of breath and an infection-related fever.
He was released after two weeks in intensive care, but was again hospitalized in October 2017 for fever and weakness and
was released after several days in intensive care. Two weeks later, while he was at the hospital for testing, there was an
unexpected deterioration of his health. A few weeks later, he passed away on the 24th of Kislev, 5778, aged 104.

Whenever the Rav was being taken in, there was much tumult in the hospital as word got out that R* Shteinman was
being hospitalized. The staff was instructed to find an especially comfortable room as is befitting a Gadol of such stature.
On one occasion, the staff nurse looked at the list of rooms and she realized that the most comfortable room in the hospital
was already taken. This room was constantly occupied for as comfortable as it was, that is how sought after it was. At the
moment, an elderly man who could afford it was occupying the room. He was not scheduled to be released anytime soon.
The nurse thought about it and felt she could approach the old man and ask him to change rooms. She felt that if the
elderly man would hear why she is asking him to change rooms, there was a good chance that he would agree to move.

She knocked on the old man’s door and asked him if he would be prepared to switch rooms in deference to the Rosh
Yeshivah who was coming in that very day. The old man did not even hesitate. “Certainly, certainly, what’s the question?
This is a great zechus for me,” he said. He was more than happy to move to a different room with the feeling that he was
very very privileged to give up his room for the great Gaon and Tzaddik.

R’ Aharon Leib was brought in and remained in this comfortable room for the length of his hospitalization stay. After a
few days, he was ready to be discharged. On the day he was to leave the hospital, he was informed that there is a certain
old man in the hospital on the same floor, who had given up his room for the Rav. The family asked R’ Shteinman if he
could possibly pass by the old man’s room and give him a blessing for a refuah sheleima.

“An old man gave up his room for me?”” asked R’ Shteinman in wonder. They told him about the sought-after room and
how the man immediately agreed to give it up for the Rosh Yeshivah when he was asked.

R’ Aharon Leib smiled. “Now I understand. Now, a very perplexing thing that happened while I was here makes sense
to me. On the window sill of the room, the entire time I was there, I only saw pure (kosher) birds perched there. It says in
the holy seforim that it is the way of pure birds to perch near a holy place. Not so with impure birds. I did not understand
what holiness there was in this room and I could not understand why they were here. But now that you told me about the
special act of this old man, the chessed of an individual who had no issue giving up his comfortable room for me, it
became clear. It was this special noble act of chessed, of giving by the old man, that brought holiness to this room.”

It is interesting to note that not only is the the act of giving up for the sake of another person a way to bring holiness to a
particular place, but the humility of R’ Shteinman in this story is so apparent. It never occurred to him, for even a moment,
that he was the source of the holiness for which the kosher birds had come to the room!
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Swin: Ahavas Yisroel - loving each and every Jew, was a
hallmark of the great Kapyschnitzer Rebbe, R’ Avraham
Yehoshua Heschel zt”l, who survived the Second World
War with the intention of helping as many of his
unfortunate brethren as possible. On his weak and frail
shoulders he carried the pain and suffering of countless
individuals, and often when he heard of the problems of
others, he would break down weeping uncontrollably.

One year on Yom Kippur, the Kapyschnitzer Rebbe was
walking to shul when he saw a Jew eating in a non-Kosher
restaurant. What did the Rebbe do? He went, accompanied

by his gabbai (attendant), into the restaurant and walked
straight up to the surprised and somewhat embarrassed Jew.
The Rebbe told the man to have a good Yom Tov and eat
with a hearty appetite. Then, he hastily walked out.

Stunned by the Rebbe’s action, the attendant asked for an
explanation. The Rebbe explained him that one can eat as a
"oyono " (heretic out of spite) or as a "PaNN IMN"
(sinning out of desire). “When I saw he was eating '©yon>’
out of spite, I told him to rather eat with appetite in order to
lessen his punishment since sinning out of spite is infinitely
worse than just giving in to one’s desires!”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The word "n7" is written is singular form, while the preposition "029%" is plural. Why the discrepancy? Furthermore,
why it it necessary to preface this posuk with the word "nx7" - “see”? How can one not “see” when Hashem is offering him a
choice of blessing or curse? Thirdly, why does it say "n59»1572" and not "nYSp N N572" - isn’t it one or the other?

My machshava here is that blessings are not always so obvious. Unless we make an effort to look out for them and “see”
them as blessings, we may not even realize that we are being blessed! In fact the greatest blessing we receive daily is life itself.
R’ Avraham Pam z¢”’l would say that when we wake up in the morning and say Modeh Ani, we should look at our breakfast
as a seudas hodaa (thanksgiving feast). By employing a singular term, the Torah reminds us that each individual should see
his blessing as an individual, and not as part of the klal because everyone looks at life through his own individual lense. Since
people don’t always realize the beracha they receive daily, it often gets misused and that same beracha can turn into a curse
(klala). For example, affluence. If a person wants to measure his worth in this world, he should realize its not what he has in
the bank that matters. We could be rich in our bank account but if we don’t use the money that Hashem gave us as a beracha to
help others, we are truly destitute. Hence, "n55i?n572" - what we received as a beracha can turn out not being a beracha after all.

A young man became a millionaire at age 30 and asked his father, “Aren’t you impressed that I became rich so young?”
The father answered, “Well, it depends on how you intend to use the money to help people. That will impress me!”

Money has the potential to be used for great things but can be devastating when not used in the proper way. It must be used
with intelligence, for the manner which we use our wealth will indicate our morality and true worth.

Parshas Re’eh is always read around the month of Elul, which gives us the opportunity to assist others with our blessings.
Then we will realize the gift from the ¥"w37 s a true blessing, and in that zechus Hashem should send us a healthy new year.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH starts to sprout and he ends up with three times as much!

(-m) .. T 552 TEON /1 512° M 92 S5 s Whatever one gives away to others is sure to bring more in

The Vilna Gaon z¢’l writes that giving tzedakah can be
compared to a farmer who sows his field. Unlike a merchant
who buys and sells instantly, a farmer invests money to plow
and buy seeds. At first the seeds must rot. They disappear
into the ground and are seemingly lost. But then they start to
grow and at the end of the year there is profit. So too with
tzedakah. When we first give we do not see any results. On
the contrary, we seemingly have “lost” our money, never to
return. Only at a later time do we see results. Hashem sees
our good deeds and rewards us at a later time. As we say in
davening: "mpT8 ym" - If one “plants” fzedaka, charity,
"I NN - eventually a salvation will grow out of it!

Similarly, writes the Dubno Maggid, tzedakah can be
compared to a farmer who spills a bag of wheat kernels by

return! It is as if one plants and harvests to receive so much
more in return. This is the beracha that the Torah gives us.
The Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel Teitelbaum z”’I, once
noticed a man walking around the Beis Medrash collecting
tzedakah. When he approached a Yid, the man refused to give
a donation; instead he felt the need to offer up some free
advice. “My friend, have bitachon and you’ll survive!”

The Satmar Rebbe reacted and told the Yid, “The general
klal (rule) is that all middos and hashkafos, whether good or
bad, can be used for Avodas Hashem. It is part of our
obligation to follow in His ways. Even kefirah, i.e. not
believing in Hashem and lacking bitachon, can also be used
for the good. How is this possible? When it comes to helping
others. Then, one should forget about Hashem being able to
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accident. He thinks the kernels are lost but soon his field help, and do your utmost to help your fellow Yid
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The famous words of Chazal are: “Tithe ( give maaser) in order that you shall become wealthy.” (0 ™yn). What is the
connection between maaser (charity) and becoming wealthy? In fact according to the laws of nature, if you give away your
money, you should become poor - not wealthy! The Sages are teaching us precisely this point: that giving to others is not in the
realm of nature! In fact, giving to others supercedes human nature and is a direct emulation of Hashem. A person naturally
thinks about himself. Hashem created the world for the purpose of giving. Giving away what is yours is the exercise to achieve
greatness! The more one trains himself to give, the more G-d-like he becomes, achieving the purpose of his existence.

One of our main functions in this world is to help others, says R” Shimon Shkop z¢’I. In fact, if a person is blessed with
wealth, he should see himself as a “money dispenser.” If he carries out his mission properly, then he will be allotted even larger
amounts of money to dispense to others. This is the meaning of "wyn wy". If you give tzedakah propetrly, you will be given
more wealth, since you understand the purpose of your wealth. He goes on to explain that this does not only apply to money
and tangible items, but to Torah knowledge as well, and any other bounty a person was gifted with! Wisdom is not given to a
person solely for his personal use. If a person will be a reliable transmitter of Torah, then he will be blessed with more and
more Torah knowledge that he can share. Contrary to popular belief, the more one GIVES the more one receives. Giving of
one’s money, wisdom, talent and resources to others will never deplete the person’s supply. The more Hashem supplies, the
more He demands that we give of ourselves to others. Don’t worry that you will have less. just give - and then you will have more!




