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Simchas Torah marks the end of the spiritual renewal we call the
Yomim Noraim - the cleansing and uplifting are behind us and the ripples
of joy have reached their crescendo. Now, we reassume our daily

| routines with a heightened awareness and determination to fulfill our

spiritual potential. However, says R' Michel Barenbaum Shlit"a,

| formidable obstacles have been placed in our way. We are taught, "The

Satan advocates on behalf of Israel on Yom Kippur, for they resemble
angelic beings." (13 571 wx) What comes over the satan, that he is
suddenly so congenial towards the Jewish people?

The answer is that the satan is no fool - he knows it is in his best
interests to praise the exalted spiritual level of Bnei Yisroel on Yom

: Kippur, for then, when the awe of that day wears off and they resume
their regular routine, he will point a finger at them and call to the

Heavenly court, "Look at the Jewish people now! This is the nation that
resembled angels on Yom Kippur! See how far they've fallen!"
We must ponder this idea following Simchas Torah and focus our

energy on Torah study to take advantage of every moment, for otherwise,

.| all our achievements will be used against us in the Heavenly Court.
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- | R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L would say:

"An ignoramus who buys Choson Torah on Simchas Torah, is indeed
extremely pious. Imagine, he is a Choson - but he hasn't seen his kallah

| for the entire past year!"

R' Eliyohu Lopian ZT"L would say:

"The joy in life which dedicated Torah study brings with it, cannot be

| conveyed in mere words. It must be experienced!"

R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT"L would say:

‘ Torah. Actually

"We are accustomed to thinking that love of the Torah leads to toil in
the truth is, that toil in Torah leads to love of Torah!"
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Hashanah and Meir complied. You commanded us to sit in the succah on
Sukkos and Meir sat. You commanded us to be happy on Simchas Torah;
Meir is happy.

"Now, You have made Meir's daughter very ill and Meir is required to
accept your decree with happiness, as it states, 4 man is required to
make a blessing on evil just as he is required to make a blessing on
good.' The gemarah teaches that a man must therefore accept the evil
decree happily.

"I, Meir, accept Your decree happily. But Ribono Shel Olam, there is
also the Halachic ruling »nnnwa nnnw 12190 PN - One may not mix one
Jjoyous event with another joyous event. How, then, can I accept this on
Simchas Torah - and mix the mnnw together!"

Immediately, the sick girl broke into a heavy sweat and recovered
fully from her illness.
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Simchas Torah is a Simchah for every Jew, provided that the Torah is
as happy with us as we are with it, and we rightfully identify with it.

R' Avraham J. Twerski Shlit"a relates that one time at the Simchas
Torah celebration, with people singing and dancing joyously with the
Torah, a person who had virtually no contact with Torah study, was
particularly lively. Someone couldn't resist and asked him, "Do you have
any idea what is contained in that Torah with which you are dancing? In
what way does the celebration of the Torah concern you?"

The man's answer was enlightening. "Suppose my brother was
marrying off his child. Would I not rejoice in my brother's simcha, even | i
though it's not my actual child who is getting married?" L g

" know nothing of the Torah," continued the man emotionally, "but - *
the Torah scholars are my brothers - and their simcha is my simcha!"

Explains R’ Twerski, this man is so right. The simcha of one Jew with

the Torah should be a simcha for all Jews. In this respect especially, we
are all one family.
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As was the custom years ago by many of the Chassidishe Rebbes, and
remains even until today, many Chassidim would come from far away to
| the court of their Rebbe for the High Holidays, and they would remain
- | there, taking in the kedushah of their Rebbe, until after the final days of
| Simchas Torah.

. One such Chassid came, to be near the holy R' Meir of Premishlan
| ZT"L, and related the following story. At that time, R’ Meir's daughter

| was very sick. The doctors despaired, and as Simchas Tt orah drew near,
| her condition worsened until she was close to death.

While her father was rejoicing during the Hakafos as usual, the

| Rebbetzin urged the Chassidim to interrupt him and beg him to do

| something - anything - to save their daughter. The 7 zaddik finally

| stopped and entered his daughter's room. Realizing how her fever was

| unnaturally high and just how critical her condition was, he began

| praying, silently at first, but gradually his voice began to rise. "Ribono
| Shel Olam," he said, "You commanded us to blow the Shofar on Rosh




