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Bilaam to curse the Jews, Bilaam initially resisted by
pointing out that Balak was a descendant of Lot, and it was
Avraham who had saved Lot from the destruction of Sodom.
Bilaam himself was a descendant of Lavan’s son, and it was in
Yaakov’s merit that Lavan had a son. “How can we conspire

to curse the descendants of those who are responsible for our
very existence?” wondered Bilaam. Not the kind of mussar
you’d expect to hear from Bilaam. Yet, apparently even Bilaam
was unable to ignore the inescapable guilt of being categorized

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"85 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (34)
Talmud Torah: Related Topics on Traveling and Vacations.
Preparing Oneself. There is a halacha learned in the Gemara
(> mv) from the posuk (27 DY) "INW PPOR TRTPY YO -
“Prepare to meet your G-d, Yisroel,” that a person should prepare
himself for Tefillah by dressing well - as well as he would dress
when meeting with someone important. This halacha applies
only to Tefillah and not to Torah study, as is clear from the
Gemara in Berachos (1). That is why in many of the yeshivos and
places of learning, people justifiably dress more casually when
learning, whereas they put on a hat and jacket for davening. In
fact, one who has his head covered and is wearing a bathing suit
(Myo 115 ya poand) is permitted to say words of Torah as the
Gemara there says, even though the rest of his body is uncovered.
Dressing for Torah Study. The Zohar () tells a story about
Rebbi Yehuda who did not want to discuss Torah with a man
until he was dressed properly because of this din of "yon". Even
though this is not an actual halacha, some seforim such as Pele
Yoetz 3)urge a person to be dressed in a dignified manner even
when he learns Torah, and Shulchan Aruch Harav @) mentions
the posuk of "yon" regarding Torah study. Even though one does
not need to dress for leaming as he does for Tefillah, and doing so
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one should try to be dressed in a dignified manner when learmning
Torah, i.e. not having too much of the body exposed. This does
not mean that while dressed in sports clothes or a bathing suit,
one cannot say words of Torah. However, when one is able, he
should make an effort to be dressed better.
Forbidden Times to Learn Torah. In the hot summer months,
when many of the people around us (Jews and non-Jews) do not
dress in a manner of #znius, there are many more situations when
one is not allowed to verbalize words of Torah. For example, when
one is facing a lady, Jewish or not, and areas below her neck, front
or back, above the knees (5 (according to some () above the ankles)
or above the elbows are not covered, one is not permitted to say
words of Torah ). This issur applies, according to the Mishna
Berura @), even on young girls age three and above who are
improperly clad. The Chazon Ish ©) holds that the issur starts at a
later age, estimated at 6 or 7, according to the physical maturity of
the girl. One should not rely on closing his eyes to verbalize Torah
learning (even though when one davens or says a beracha and has
no choice of relocation, he can rely on shutting his eyes) (10
However, if a glass window separates him from the improper sight,
even though the issue remains, he can rely on shutting his eyes (11).
Thinking or reading without verbalizing is permitted, and even

might take away from the proper "yon' for Tefillah, nevertheless, encouraged, to keep oneself pure in trying circumstances.
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The Mabit, Rabbeinu Moshe M’Trani zt”’l (Beis Elokim, Shaar Hayesodos 52) writes:
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“Hashem revealed many of His prophecies by way of the wicked Bilaam. Bilaam came to curse the Jewish
people, and ended up revealing their greatness for all generations, which ‘smashed his teeth’ and the teeth of Balak,
King of Moav, and the many people who were with them. Hashem caused the greatness of Klal Yisroel to be
revealed when Bilaam became famous among the nations as a teller of the future.”

R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z¢”’l (Peninei HaGeula) would say:
“ONIVIN VIV OPY APYN 2910 7T - Although we find in the Talmud Yerushalmi that this posuk refers to Moshiach,

another interpretation has it referring to every Jew. This seeming contradiction is resolved by the Baal Shem Tov z¢”’l,
who says that every Jew contains within him a spark of the soul of Moshiach. Furthermore, this spark is more than just
a latent aspect; every Jew is able to bring that spark out into the open, bringing about the actual manifestation of
Moshiach by means of Torah and mitzvos, which effect a purification and refinement of the physical world. This will
be achieved in macrocosm with the coming of Moshiach, who will reveal the world’s goodness and holiness.”

A Wise Man would say:
“When you pray for others, the Lord listens to you and blesses them. Sometimes, when you are safe and happy,
and things are going well, remember that someone has prayed for you.”
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When asked about her most meaningful accomplishment, Margaret Thatcher, the “Iron Lady” of British politics, did
not typically mention serving in the British government, defeating the Argentine invasion of the Falkans, taming runaway
inflation, or toppling the Soviet Union. The woman who reshaped British politics and served as prime minister from 1979
to 1990 often said that her greatest single accomplishment was helping save a young Jewish Austrian girl from the Nazis.

On the morning of thel2th of March, 1938, the German Wehrmacht crossed the border into Austria. The troops were
greeted by cheering Austrians with Nazi salutes, Nazi flags, and flowers. This was officially referred to as the Anschluss,
the term used to describe the annexation of Austria into Nazi Germany. The campaign against the Jews of Austria began
immediately after the Anschluss. They were herded through the streets of Vienna, their homes and shops were plundered.
Jewish men and women were forced to wash away pro-independence slogans painted on the streets of Vienna. The Nazis
dissolved Jewish organizations and institutions, hoping to force Jews to emigrate. Their plan succeeded. By the end of
1941, 130,000 Jews had left Vienna, 30,000 of whom went to the United States. They left behind all of their property, but
were forced to pay the Reich Flight Tax, a tax on all émigrés from Nazi Germany. The majority of the 65,000 Jews who
stayed in Vienna eventually became victims of the Holocaust - little more than 2,000 survived.

In 1938, Edith Muhlbauer, a 17-year-old Jewish girl, the daughter of a wealthy Austrian banking family, wrote to
Muriel Roberts, Edith’s pen pal and the future prime minister’s older sister. Edith was terrified. The Nazis had begun
rounding up the first of Vienna’s Jews after the Anschluss, and Edith and her family worried they might be next. They
were rich and influential, just the type of people the Nazis targeted in their determination to rid the world of its Jewish
influence. She concluded her letter with a furtive plea, asking if the Roberts family might help her escape Hitler’s Austria.

Alfred Roberts, the father of Muriel and Margaret, was a grocer in a small town. They lived in a cold water flat above
the grocery with an outhouse; the Roberts’ did not have the time or the money to bring Edith to their home. So Margaret
Roberts, then 12 and her sister Muriel, 17, set about raising funds and persuading the local Rotary club to help. With the
determination that later set her apart from her peers and characterized her tenure as prime minister of Great Britain,
Margaret and her sister were successful in raising money and bringing their new friend to the British Isle.

Edith stayed with the Roberts family - as well as more than a dozen other Rotary families - for the next two years, until
she joined her relatives in South America. During the months she was in the Roberts’ home, Edith bunked in Margaret’s
room and the two became fast friends. Edith Muhlbauer left an impression on the future prime minister.

“She was seventeen, tall and graceful, evidently from a well-to-do family in Austria,” Thatcher later wrote in her memoir.
But the most important thing Margaret learned from Edith was to embrace and assist those who were downtrodden. “She told
us what it was like to live as a Jew under an anti-Semitic regime. One thing Edith reported particularly stuck in my mind:
The Jews, she said, were being made to scrub the streets!” For Margaret Thatcher, who believed in meaningful work, this
was as much a waste as it was an outrage. No human being should ever be treated in this manner.

Margaret Thatcher never forgot the lesson: “Never hesitate to do whatever you can, for you may save a life,” she would
tell audiences, after Edith had been located, alive and well, in Brazil. Had the Roberts family not intervened, Edith recalled
years later, “I would have been forced to stay in Vienna and they would have killed me and my entire family.”

When Thatcher visited Yad Vashem during a historic, first visit to Israel by a British prime minister in 1986, she was
visibly shaken as she stood in front of a photo of a German soldier shooting a Jewish mother and child. She exclaimed, “It is
so terrible. Everyone should come and see it so that they never forget. I am not quite sure whether the new generation really
knows what we are fighting against.” Thatcher spoke up with courage and strength. When she believed in an ideal, like saving
a terrified Jew from Austria, she was not afraid to follow through, even if she had to stand up against great odds to do so.
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Swn: Every year, before the fourth of }uly, R’ Avraham Her grandmother told her, ‘“Zeidy is feeling a bit weak

Hakohen Pam z£”l would put out an American flag in
front of his house. He felt that flying the flag was a show of
gratitude and patriotism to his host country and he would do
it year after year. One year, when he was a bit older, a
granddaughter from out of town had a date that was
scheduled for July 4, to go out from her grandparents’ home.
She asked her grandmother, the Rebbetzin, “Can Zeidy
not put out the flag this year?”” The boy she was seeing was
“Yeshivish” and she felt embarrassed that he would see it.

today. I doubt he has the strength to put it out today.”

When the boy rang the bell to the Pam home, there was
no flag up. R’ Pam himself answered the door and
immediately asked the young man, “Excuse me. Would you
mind helping me put out the flag for July 4th? I'm too weak
to do it myself!” And so, R’ Pam together with the
“Yeshivish” boy hung the American flag out front like he
did every year, to show his hakaros hatov.

Swn): The Yalkut Shimoni describes that when Balak asked
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The posuk tells us that Hashem sent an angel holding a sword to block Bilaam’s path and prevent him from cursing the
Jewish Nation. Rashi describes this angel as a "o»n1 v X910 - an angel of mercy. This seems contradictory. If an angel
appears brandishing a sword, how can it be an angel of mercy? When speaking to falmidim who were beginning shidduchim,
R’ Avraham Pam z#”l would explain that a "o»n7 Sw TNO1" can appear in all different guises and disguises in order to
accomplish his mission. This angel has many ways to prevent us from going through with a plan which we think is perfect for
us, but would really be detrimental. R” Pam describes how a young man finds what he thinks is the perfect shidduch. His
checklist is telling him that this girl is surely his bashert. Along comes a ")o¥" with his sword who gets in the way and blocks
the young man’s path. This "yov" can come in many different shapes and forms: false information, financial disagreements,
negative vibes. On account of this, the shidduch falls apart and the young man is heartbroken. We cannot understand the
intricate plans of the Aibishter but with the passage of time it often becomes clear to us that what seemed to be a ““Satan” was
really an angel of mercy, preventing what would not be good for us and orchestrating the events to our ultimate benefit.

My machshava here is "n D77 ©2 1" - Hashem has many different ways to implement His plan for us in life. We must
work on ourselves to overcome our natural feelings of hurt, anger or disappointment when things don’t go our way and realize
that it is all due to Hashem’s boundless kindness and caring for us. This is a concept that applies to people of all ages, in all
circumstances and in all aspects of life. When our plans do not work out as we envisioned, we must realize that it is truly for
our good and will turn out to be a blessing for us. May we all go through life with w90 »nwn and nyTn NaNIN to help us

understand and internalize that eve

hing is in the hands of the Ribono Shel Olam, who only gives us what is good for us!

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
(F-72) - NN RIS S TONN 150 M

While the words of this prayer are elegant, they come
from a repulsive source, Bilaam, renowned for his cursing
abilities. With so many other beautiful words and prayers,
why did the Sages choose these words to open up our daily
prayers? They wanted to teach us a lesson - first thing in
the morning. When Bilaam saw the Jewish tents positioned
so as to conform to the highest standards of morality - not
one tent opening facing another - he was dumfounded, and
knew his curse would not work. The sight of these tents
(and, of course, Hashem’s intervention) left him not a
detractor but an advocate for Israel. Every day as we enter
shul, we say the words "py PoNX 1V M’ and remind
ourselves that all eyes are upon us, what we say, what we do,
are observed. We are not only on this earth to see - we are
also here to be seen. Our daily actions can transform the
curses of our detractors into blessings. (Parsha Parables)

R’ Zalman Posner z#”’l writes that Bilaam’s famous
words "av 1" can also be viewed as the curse he intended
them to be. The tone of Judaism is growth - constant
advancement of spirit, Torah learning and self-development.
Self-satisfaction and contentment with past achievements will
lead to stagnation. The goodness of Yaakov’s tent is held up
as a model. In spiritual affairs, a goal to strive for gives one a
vantage point from whence to see more enticing horizons
ahead. The higher the attainment - the greater the awareness
of the task uncompleted - the greater the appreciation of
challenges still faced. In fact, Bilaam was telling Israel that
they were good enough already; there was no need to be any
better. He wished to mitigate the Jewish urge to strive and
improve, since he knew that the soul never stagnates.

We are not the same as we were yesterday - either we go
up or we go down. Bilaam wanted Israel to believe they had
reached the summit. We must remember this potential curse
in all realms of our lives and always strive to improve.
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The Medrash tells us that Hashem is so kind and merciful on all His creations that when the onkey miraculously

opened it’s mouth and rebuked Bilaam, Hashem killed the donkey! Why? So that people should not say, “Here is the
donkey that rebuked Bilaam and he did not have what to answer!” Imagine! Hashem created this miraculous donkey just
after the world itself was created - mwnwn 2 naw 17y! The donkey carried out it’s mission and rebuked one of the most
wicked people in the world! And Hashem killed the donkey, this precious miraculous creature because it might be a source
of unnecessary humiliation for Bilaam! Such is the consideration of Hashem for the honor of others!

What a powerful lesson it is for us! How often do we flippantly say or do things that cause pain or humiliation to others?
We often make a joke about someone in the room and while everyone is laughing, we say, “Just kidding, just kidding.” Are
we really kidding? That should be an indication that this was something that should NOT have been said.

When the Mishna in Avos lists the ten miraculous objects that were created bein hashmashos, it lists ")nxn 9" - the MOUTH
of the donkey! The fact that the donkey opened its mouth to speak was the powerful miracle! But there is also a message for us!
Speech is powerful! Communicating with others is the miracle inside all of us. But at the very same time, we must be careful
not to be the “Donkey’s mouth.” Our words carry great import and how we say it is often scrutinized. We should take to heart
the lesson of how Hashem considers the honor of all people, even the wicked Bilaam, and use our mouths and lips to show
people honor and kindness. And if we have nothing nice to say, or we are not sure ... then let’s just keep our mouths shut!




