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Y103 Moshe Rabbeinu was the "0 991 wy” - the humblest
of men who walked the earth. Chazal teach us that the Torah
was delivered on Har Sinai because it was a small and
unassuming mountain. Torah leadership and Torah itself
demand humility. The “alef” of Torah leadership - an ] the

foremost requirement in molding oneself into a Torah
personality - is to conduct oneself with humility. Just because
we see someone acting humble, does not necessarily make
him so. There are always telltale signs of who is a true anav
and whg is just putting on an act for the benefit of others.

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂw\y@_}

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"B919 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (30)
Learning Tanach: Hoshanos. The Hoshanos that we say
during Sukkos and on Hoshana Raba contain many expressions
of Tanach as part of our tefillos. The Bais Hamikdash, Klal
Yisroel, their needs and the ultimate redemption (Geulah) are all
described in the language of the Nevi’im and Kesuvim. The
commentary attributed to Rashi (printed in the Siddur Orzar
HaTefillos) documents the source of each phrase and expression.
One who familiarizes himself with these posukim is, in effect,
“getting a handle” on large portions of Tanach. This also
enhances the quality and ability of our zefillos to be effective and
“break through’ the Heavens on Sukkos and Hoshana Raba.
Looking up the Posuk. Another important aid to acquiring
knowledge of Tanach is to look up any posuk that is brought
down in other texts (when time allows for this worthwhile
investment). When one is learning a Gemara that quotes a
posuk, it is a good idea to stop, look up the posuk, see if the
content of the posukim before and after adds to understanding
the posuk, and search the meforshim on the posuk (usually the
Metzudos is the quickest). Then one can see if the Gemara is
saying the pshat (basic literal explanation) or, as it often does,
citing a drush (not literal interpretation), or bringing a remez
(allegorical hint). This helps in the understanding of the Gemara
and allows fluency throughout Tanach, because when one singles
out a posuk (as compared to studying a laree text), one tends to
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remember that posuk better, especially since he associates it with
the Gemara he is learning. The same is true when learning Rashi
on Chumash with all the posukim from Nach that he quotes.
Looking up a Reference. In general, it is a good practice in all
areas of learning, to look up references. For example, when Tosfos
brings down a different Gemara in the course of a question or
answer, one will only gain from looking up that reference with
the accompanying Gemara and Rashi. Similarly, when the
Mishna Berura refers us to another halacha, somewhere else in
Shulchan Aruch, it adds clarity if one looks up that halacha.
Learning Nach in Order. All that we have mentioned here and
in the past few weeks, have been ways to acquire greater
knowledge and fluency in large portions of Nach (and the whole
Chumash through the weekly Parsha). However, to really cover
the entire body of Tanach, there needs to be some set pattern of
learning in its entirety. It is told (1) that when the Chazon Ish z2’/
was asked about learning Nach, he replied that one should set
aside an hour or two every month to learn Sifrei Nach from
beginning to end. This should be a faster (rather than deeper)
mode of learning to grasp the simple meaning of the words and
content and proceed. On a practical level, setting aside a quarter
or half-an-hour every weekend on Friday, Shabbos or Sunday,
would accomplish this. The Chazon Ish there mentions that one
should try to learn Rashi and thereby gain Hashkafa (Torah
outlook on life) from the prophecies and wisdom of the Nevi’im.
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R’ Aryeh Leib M’Tzintz z¢t”’l (Melo HaOmer) writes:

9’0y ") PYN YN HYYD Y (1)

TN NY2VW YRR NN 2 5 OX NN NN TNOYNT’ - Chazal derive from the word "Jndyna’ which means ‘going up’ that
there was a step in front of the Menora upon which Aharon stood. If the Menora was only three amos tall, and within easy
hands reach, why was it necessary for him to stand on something? Aharon wore the special headdress of the High Priest,
with its golden plate on which the words "nY wp' were engraved. As Jewish law forbids the High Priest from raising
his hands higher than the gold plate, a step was placed in front of the Menora to make his service more comfortable.”
Chacham Rabbi Eliyahu Yaloz z¢”’I (Patach Eliyahu) would say:

“TI9N PRIV IO PR IND ' NP NN NN NN Y2 57 - This posuk contains twelve words corresponding
to the twelve tribes of Israel. This teaches us that when the entire nation, including all its tribes, factions and groups,
unite together as one person with one heart, the Shechinah rests upon them, and their enemies flee from before them.
When, however, the nation is plagued by divisiveness, then victory becomes distant, Heaven forbid.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Don’t mix your bad words with your bad mood. In life, you will undoubtedly have many opportunities to
change your mood but you will never get the opportunity to replace the words spoken.”
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After months of parshiyos in which the camp of the Jewish people remained stationary, the Torah prepares us for the
impending journeys of Klal Yisroel, by informing us of the manner in which they camped. “On the day the Mishkan was
erected, the cloud covered the Mishkan, which was a tent for the Testimony, and at evening, there was over the Mishkan like
an appearance of fire, until morning.” Rashi tells us: “As soon as the Jews encamped, the pillar of cloud would mushroom
upward and spread itself over the tribe of Yehuda like a canopy. It would not depart until Moshe declared, ‘Return Hashem,
to the myriads of Israel’s thousands.’ This is what is meant by, ‘According to the Hashem’s word, through Moshe.’”

In today’s day and age, we constantly see the Divine Hand of Hashem in all that we do, although we don’t often see it
in the form of a “Pillar of Cloud.” However, just a few short months ago, a handful of Israeli soldiers saw just that, and
with the benefit of modern-day video, enabled many thousands to see it as well. Here’s the true account of events.

As the civil war in Syria has raged for much of the last five years, Israelis have worried about a possible threat from
ISIS, the terrorist organization, whose stated goal is to create a “Caliphate” and return to the early days of Islam, rejecting
all innovations in culture and society. In Syria, the group conducted ground attacks on both government forces and
opposition factions, and by December 2015, it held a large area in western Iraq and eastern Syria. Israel, which borders
Syria to the northeast and controls the strategic Golan Heights, has been carefully monitoring the terror organization for any
indication that they pose a threat to Israeli security. Recent military setbacks have made it less likely, although there has
been indications that show that some maverick rebels still see Israel - and Jewish people in particular - as their main target.

This was borne out last year, on November 27, 2016, when a group of four armed men connected to the Islamic State,
opened fire across the Syrian border at an IDF patrol in the southern Golan Heights, early Sunday morning. The gunfire at
the IDF was an attempt to bait Israel into active involvement in Syrian territory, shuffle the deck, and hope that more Arab
forces join the fight against Israel. Israeli soldiers were surprised, although not unprepared, by the audacity of the terror
group, who were fighting battles on many different fronts - but suddenly felt the need to turn their attention to the Israeli
border and begin to fight with that they believe to be their mortal enemy - Israel.

Around 9 a.m., gunmen from an ISIS-affiliated group, fired at Israeli forces, and the forces responded. In the exchange,
the militants launched mortars at the Israeli soldiers, the IAF, Israeli Air Force, was called in, and an airstrike hit the
vehicle carrying the fighters, killing its four passengers. A spokesman for the Israeli military, described the exchange as
unique in magnitude. He said jihadist fighters, riding in a vehicle with a machine gun mounted on its roof, assaulted an
Israeli unit with gunfire and mortars on the Israeli-controlled side of the territory. In addition, a mortar hit the area, right
near the Syrian side of the border. It may have been a minor skirmish, but Israeli officials have long said it was only a
matter of time before the Islamic State-affiliated forces along the Syrian frontier turned their attention to Israel.

“Behold, the keeper of Israel shall not sleep, nor slumber.” (Tehillim 121) Amid this increased effort on the Syrian side of
the Golan Heights, the Almighty displayed His love and Divine intervention on behalf of his Chosen Nation. Little more than
four days later, almost in the exact area where the terrorists had opened fire, Israeli soldiers stationed there reported that a
literal “Pillar of Cloud” descended on the border. Meteorologists will report that a bizarre storm completely engulfed the
Syrian side of the border, but stopped short just at the boundary and did not enter the Israeli side. The storm contained a
massive cloud of dust and rain which served as a hedge of protection between Israeli troops and ISIS fighters near the Syrian
border, potentially saving many lives. The unusual storm on December 1st was such a strange sight that most observers -
close to 90% of the mostly non-religious Jews - attributed the meteorological phenomenon to Hashgacha Pratis - Divine
intervention. What is clear to all is that the enemies of Klal Yisroel shoyld heed the clear warning: this Nation and the Land

of Israel is under Divine protection.

AT 2T 122 2

(3-3%) 130 TN 23D 53 N DINT Soin TN a3y M weNm

Swn: The Ramban (Rabbeinu Moshe ben Nachman z¢””,
who lived in Spain 500 years ago) heard about a Catholic
priest who behaved in an extremely humble fashion. People
who witnessed his modest behavior praised him greatly.
Many came to learn from him how to live a life without
conceit and arrogance. The Ramban wanted to have a closer
look at this personality and went to see him. He followed
him closely for a number of days and investigated his
manners with a penetrating eye. Before the Ramban returned
home, he expressed his wish to speak to the priest, who
welcomed the Jewish sage with a friendly countenance.

The Ramban said, ‘“People talk about your modest manners.
I made a special trip to come here to see for myself whether it
is true what is said about you. And now I have seen that there
really is no person as humble as you. In my opinion, this is a
wonder. It says in the Bible that Moses was the most humble
man on earth, and according to what I have seen, you are
even more humble than Moses. How can that be?”

The priest replied, “I also know about this Biblical
passage, and I have contemplated the matter. I, too, have no
answer to this question.” Upon which the Ramban said, “If
that is the case, I understand the solution to the mystery....”
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There are two interesting Rashis here. One tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu davened briefly - only five words - so that people
should not complain that for his own sister Miriam, he prays at length while for them his fefillos are short. The other Rashi
explains pshat in the word "N>": Moshe Rabbeinu begged Hashem to tell him whether his tefillos will be accepted or not.

The Mishna in Berachos (:19) tells us that Rav Chanina ben Dosa was able to predict the outcome of his prayers for the sick
by the fluency of his words before the Almighty. He would say: “If my tefillah is fluent in my mouth (92 ") I know that it
is accepted.” The meforshim ask: How is it possible that Rav Chanina ben Dosa knew the outcome of his tefillos, whereas
Moshe Rabbeinu, the great manhig Yisroel, needed to ask Hashem - "N>" - please tell me if You will answer my tefillah?

My machshava here is as follows: When a person is mispallel a short tefillah of five words, as Moshe Rabbeinu did, the test
of fluency plays no role. However, when a person is mispallel a longer tefillah without skipping words or stuttering, that is a
true test of fluency. Since Moshe was unable to say a Xn> & n>an (long prayer) for his sister Miriam, due to the fact that Klal
Yisroel might complain vigorously, he could not tell the outcome of his tefillah and had to ask Hashem if it will be accepted.

The Gemara there brings the source of this concept from Yeshaya (0>-1): 'n 90X 2P PHIiNT0 DYY OOV DNV 1) N
"pnxaM - Homiletically, we can explain this with the above concept. The Ribono shel Olam created our lips for us to utter
words of tefillah to promote shalom (peace) in the world. When can we know if we have actual shalom and the fefilla is truly
answered? "mn1d” - when one davens for a non-relative, one who is “far,” since the fefillah can then be a lengthy one. In this
case, the test of fluency can prevail. However, if one is mispallel "apb" - a short tefillah for a relative, like Moshe Rabbeinu
did for Miriam, in that case, "PIN9M ' IIN" - one needs to ask Hashem "wNY" - please tell me if You're accepting my tefillah!

g%ﬂ;:;ﬂmm ﬂ;@w ’/%f)@ mm’z’v wwmpz 1o feed himself, although the result is often an unsightly mess
(T-NY) . T2 13DINY B TENT SNTL® %33 B3 153M 13 or a child who has eaten too much or too little of his dinner.

During Klal Yisroel’s 40-year sojourn in the desert, they
were given daily lessons in emunah. The Torah relates that
anyone who collected extra mann found that his surplus
disappeared, whereas anyone who collected too little found
that the mann in his possession mysteriously increased. The
message was clear: No matter how much hishtadlus one puts
in, Hashem decrees how much he will receive. A person’s
worldly endeavors cannot alter that decree in the slightest.

A superficial observation of the world today, however,
may seem to contradict this notion. It often seems as if extra
hishtadlus does pay off. Even lying and stealing seems to
work. Imagine a frustrated father attempting to feed his one-
year-old child applesauce. He might respond to the child’s
repeated attempts to grab the spoon or take over the feeding
by “giving in” to the child. Often, an aggravated father will
thrust the entire jar of applesauce into the child’s hands,
declaring, ‘“Fine. do it your way!” And the child will proceed

Hashem, of course, does not become frustrated. He feeds
and provides for us, but the Chovos Halevavos tells us that if
a person places his trust in something else, Hashem will, in
fact, leave him in the hands of that “something else.” If one
places his faith in his own efforts, his job, his boss - then
Hashem tells him, “Let’s see that take care of you.” He might
even see material success but in the end, will it be worth it?

The mann that Klal Yisroel ate in the desert forced them to
rely on Hashem. But like the child grabbing the spoon, the
Nation resisted this situation; they wanted more control over
their sustenance. And the punishment they received fit the
sin; like the father who placed the jar in the child’s hands,
even though it was not truly in the child’s best interests,
Hashem sent the slav to the Jewish people. They could gather
in as many of these birds as they desired, but the slav
ultimately led to sickness and even death - demonstrating
again that there is no replacement for relying on Hashem.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

The Parsha describes the two very distinct times when trumpets are blown in the Jewish camp. One is during wartime to

warn the nation when the enemy is attacking. It is a cry of fear, a warning of impending danger. The second is on Rosh Chodesh,
holidays and days of joy. It is a cry of joy, an expression of happiness and appreciation. R’ Yissachar Frand shlit’a points
out the obvious inconsistency here: What exactly are these trumpets (mn$8n)? Are they instruments of fear or tools of cheer?

He explains based on the Rambam (3,x-x 1yn i) that when a trumpet is sounded in a city, it is meant to wake people up!
It is meant to make people realize that everything comes from Hashem for a reason! We need to introspect and understand that
difficulties are often a way of shaking us up to return to Hashem. And yet, when things are going well and a person is feeling
on top of the world, he also needs a “wake-up call” - to call out to Hashem and thank Him with joy! What often happens,
though, is that when things are difficult in a person’s life, he tends to blame the problem on Hashem! He wonders to himself,
“How can this happen to me? What did I do to deserve this?”” Conversely, when things are going well, one tends to take credit
for his success - “It is my brains and my power that has made me what I am today!” Thus, the messages of the trumpet are not in
contradiction at all! It is teaching us that in ALL situations in life - both good or bad - we must connect and call out to Hasherm.

As we say in Tehillim: "NpR N oW XN M 18" - When 1 find myself in times of distress and worry, what do I do? I sound
MY trumpet! I call out to Hashem! "NIjpX 1 DY RUN My 019" - And when I lift up my cup of salvation, what do I do? I sound
MY trumpet, and I call out to Hashem! In every situation, do not forget: “Sound YOUR trumpet and call out to Hashem!”




