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Swn3: Klal Yisroel needs a leader to guide the people. An
individual needs a Rebbe to personally guide him as well.
One should follow a righteous person and hearken to his
words. A Tzaddik can be compared to a rope, as it is written:
"NoM DaNapyY" - “Yaakov is the rope of His inheritance.”
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"wy1p 10m ¥ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (10)
Neckline. One of the hardest challenges with regard to the strict
observance of the laws of Tznius - a part of the body that can
also prohibit saying holy words in front of it - is a lady’s
neckline. The main hardship is in defining exactly what is the
“neck” which may be uncovered, and what is termed “under the
neck’” and must be covered. Another hardship is that necklines
of a garment can start off being kosher and due to some
stretching, loosening, or weight change, it might not cover what
it used to when it was new. Another hardship is that there are
different shapes of neck / shoulders and how they join.
Front Edge of the Neck. Let us begin by defining three distinct
sections: the front, the two sides and the back. The top of the two
collarbones, one on each side, which slant slightly down towards
the middle of the torso, is the dividing line between the neck and
body and must be covered. This was the opinion of all the
generation’s Poskim as quoted in the famous Kol Korah that was
publicized in 1987, and copied in Sefer Levusha shel Torah ).
The two collarbones do not join together and there is a small
“dip” of soft flesh between them till another piece of hard bone.
That small area is considered an extension of the neck and does
not need to be covered as stated in the above mentioned Kol

When a person shakes one end of a rope it can be felt the
whole way through, to the other end. Similarly, when a
person attaches himself to a Tzaddik and he feels constantly
connected to him, then the Tzaddik will feel all that is
happening to that person and assist him even from afar.
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Korah. This has caused some ladies to allow a large area to be
uncovered, and the top of the bony area which is certainly not
part of the neck becomes uncovered, which is against halacha.
Sides of the Neck / Shoulders. Defining where the side of the
neck ends, and where the shoulders start, would have been an
easy task if a person would have been built like a robot with a 90
degree turn from the vertical neck to the horizontal shoulders.
However, a person is curved and that curve is not necessarily a
perfect symmetrical part of a circle. Also, it is not the same by all
people. The sefer Levusha shel Torah ) writes (and it has been
agreed to by R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a) that since the neck is
a vertical organ, as long as the slope of the turn is still more
vertical than horizontal, it is still called the “neck” and may be
uncovered. When it is more horizontal, it called “‘shoulder” and
must be covered. It is quoted 3) in the name of R’ Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach ZT’L, that a good fitting necklace lying on
that bodily border can be used to determine what has to be covered.
Back of Neck. The following ruling is also quoted @) in the name
of R’ Yosef Sholom Elyashiv ZT”’L, that the area from the
beginning of the second protruding bone of the spine and down
must be covered. This is the same as mentioned before that a
good fitting necklace can be the guide.
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R’ Meir Simcha of Dvinsk ZT”’L. (Meshech Chochma) would say:

“Why did Hashem ask Moshe to convey to Pinchos that he and his children would enter into the covenant of priesthood
for all future generations, and not tell this to Pinchos directly? Hashem originally planned for Moshe and subsequent
generations to be the kohanim, but Moshe lost this opportunity when he stubbornly refused to be the agent to facilitate the
exodus from Egypt (-7 mnv). Although Moshe lost permanent priesthood for himself, nonetheless, he had the status of
Kohen Gaodol during the eight days of the dedication of the Mishkan. He was the conduit for prophecy that spilled over to
the 70 elders in Parshas Behaaloscha (»-2). So too, he had to be the one to relate to Pinchos that he and all his future
generations were now elevated to the status of Kehuna, serving as the conduit of this heavenly downpour of sanctity.”

Slonimer Rebbe, R’ Avraham Weinberg ZT”L (Yesod Ha'avodah) would say:

“‘The eighth day shall be a day of gathering (n18y) for you.” The word 'n18y’ can mean ‘holding back.” When
Sukkos is over and Shemini Atzeres comes, a Jew returns to his home. ‘Hold yourself back!’ the Torah proclaims.
Restrain yourself from pursuing excessive pleasures which are, in the words of our posuk, ‘for you’ even though you
may have missed those pleasures while you were living in the sukkah.”

A Wise Man would say:

“The easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people smarter than I am.”
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One of the leading Chassidic Rebbes in pre-war Europe was R Avraham Mordechai Alter ZT”’L, also known as
the Imrei Emes, the third Rebbe of the dynasty of Ger. The Imrei Emes held this position from 1905 until his death
in 1948. He was one of the founders of the Agudas Yisroel in Poland and was influential in establishing a network of
Jewish schools there. It is claimed that at one time, he led over 200,000 chassidim. During World War II, R’
Avraham Mordechai was a prime target of the Nazi authorities in Poland. Through a miraculous chain of events, he
managed to escape Warsaw at the outset of the war and reached Italy. From there, he boarded a ship bound for
Palestine in 1940 with several of his sons and began to slowly rebuild his Chassidic dynasty.

The months he spent hiding in the Warsaw Ghetto were fraught with great peril but once the Gerrer Rebbe was
ingeniously whisked out of the city of Warsaw, from right under the nose of the Gestapo, he managed to cross over the
border from Poland into Italy, where his escaping group was able to rest in the port city of Trieste. But they were not
totally “out-of-the-woods” so to speak, yet. In Trieste, the Rebbe and his family had to wait for British immigration
certificates that would allow them entry into Palestine - documents that should already have arrived. However, a month
after the outbreak of the war, the British had halted the granting of certificates to Jewish immigrants coming from
Nazi-held territory. Their absurd pretext was that such immigrants might be Nazi spies.

Two days after their arrival in Italy, on erev Shabbos, R’ Yitzchok Meir Levin ZT”’L, the renowned Agudist and
son-in-law of the Rebbe, sent a telegram to a group of rescue activists in Yerushalayim informing them that the certificates
for passage had not been received. The telegram arrived on Shabbos, and the Gerrer chasidim who received it, walked to
the home of the Chief Rabbi of Palestine, R’ Yitzchok Isaac Herzog ZT”’L, and asked him if he could possibly intervene
on behalf of the Imrei Emes and his family.

Of course, R’ Herzog agreed and early the following morning, he went directly to the home of the British high
commissioner for Palestine. With great emotion, he explained that his teacher, the Gerrer Rebbe, a leader of hundreds of
thousands, had escaped from Nazi-occupied Poland and was at present in Italy. R’ Herzog requested that the high
commissioner make an exception and issue the ten entry certificates needed for the Rebbe and his entire family.

The high commissioner listened sympathetically to R’ Herzog and said that if it was up to him he would issue the
certificates immediately. But since it was Sunday, the office was closed and there was no one to type up the certificates.
First thing Monday morning, he said with a patronizing smile, he would be glad to do whatever he could to help.

R’ Herzog smiled back and said, “That’s not a problem. If you don’t have anyone to type up the certificates, I'll type
them up myself!” And, to the utter astonishment of the high commissioner, the dignified-looking Chief Rabbi sat down at
the desk and, for the next hour, proceeded to peck at the typewriter keys until all ten certificates were completed.

It was no easy feat to get the certificates to Italy under the precarious conditions of the time. During the next two weeks
many telegrams were sent back and forth between Trieste and Jerusalem, as information was exchanged about the
whereabouts of the entry certificates.

Finally, just before the holiday of Pesach, several of the visas arrived, including that of the Imrei Emes. It was decided
that any further delay was dangerous, and those who had received their immigration certificates should board the next ship
and leave immediately. Even the fact that the next ship, the Marco Polo, was scheduled to sail on Chol Hamoed Pesach,
and that it was small and uncomfortable, did not matter.

Thus, the Gerrer Rebbe and all those who already had immigration certificates boarded the Marco Polo during Chol

Hamoed. Twenty-four days after leaving Warsaw, the Imrei Emes reached the shores of Eretz Yisroel.
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SwD: One of the great Torah personalities in pre-war
Romania was the Gaon, R’ Dovid Zimerling ZT”’L, who
was the Rosh Yeshivah of the Keshinov Yeshivah.

He was once traveling on a train when he began to feel
sick. In order to clear his head, he opened the window and
leaned out of the stuffy cabin. Suddenly he heard a voice
calling his name: “Dovid! Dovid!” R’ Dovid immediately
moved his head back inside the cabin in surprise. The
cabin, however, was empty save for a few sleeping goyim.
Just at that moment another train suddenly whizzed by in

the opposite direction, missing his head by mere inches. In a
mixture of horror and relief, R’ Dovid realized that in his
quest for fresh air, he had totally forgotten about the danger
from trains passing in the opposite direction. If not for the
voice that had beckoned him back inside the cabin, the other
train, which passed only inches away from his carriage,
would probably have killed him.

When R’ Dovid was by his Rebbe the next time, the first
words to him were: “Tell me, Dovid! Are we not commanded
to guard our lives and to act in a responsible manner?”’
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A letter was once sent to the saintly Chortkover Rebbe,
R’ Duvid Moshe Friedman ZT”L, from a group of
chassidim living deep inside of Russia. A machlokes had
broken out between two different groups of chassidim in a
certain town, as a result of the death of a person who was
known to be of dubious character. In order to provoke and
anger the other group of chassidim, the dead man had
purposely been laid to rest next to the grave of this group’s
Rebbe and spiritual leader. While the Chortkover’s gabbai
was reading this letter, he was unable to contain himself and
cried out. “Is this the derech of Chassidus that the Baal
Shem Tov ZT”L left us! Is this how chassidim behave?”
The Chortkover Rebbe sat in his chair listening to his
gabbai’s words. His whole face radiated holiness while he
became lost in his thoughts. Finally he aroused himself and
said. “T once heard in the name of R’ Yitzchok Radyviller
ZT”L that the Satan came with a complaint to Hashem.
His job is to cause people to sin. The tzaddikim, however,
have managed to influence so many people to follow their
ways that the Satan is no longer able to overcome them.
The balance of bechirah (free will) has been tipped against
him. The Satan was asked what he demanded in order to
balance the scale again, to which he replied that he wanted
his own tzaddikim. “Therefore there are people nowadays
who go around masquerading as Rebbes or rabbanim and
really they are just agents of the yetzer hara. Since one can
no longer assume that everyone who is dressed in the robes
of the rabbinate is fit for the post, the balance of bechirah
has been saved. A person can run to a false fzaddik and
delude himself that he is on the correct path!”

The gabbai understood the Rebbe’s answer. This Rebbe,
next to whom the man of dubious character had been
buried, was also no great tzaddik and was of the same
nature as his new neighbor!

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ...

TORAH GEMS
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Chazal tell us (:25p 2"3): “The Land (of Israel) was divided
only by lot, as it says, ‘Only by lot.” And it was divided by the
Urim and Tumim, as it says, ‘According to the mouth of the
lot.”” The Sages also say, “(Yehoshua) cast lots, and the lot
fell upon Achan, who said to him, ‘Yehoshua, are you
convicting me based on a mere lot? You and Elazar
Hakohen are the two greatest men of the generation. Yet
were I to cast lots on both of you, the lot might fall on one of
you.” He replied, ‘Please, cast no aspersions on the lot, for
the Land of Israel is yet to be divided by lot, as it is written,
‘Only by lot shall the land be divided.’” (:31 y77M0)
Chacham Eliyahu HaCohen ZT”L of Izmir (Medrash
Talpiot) cites two sources from Sefer Chassidim which
seem to contradict one another. In one place it states: “People
who find themselves on a ship when a storm arises do not
have the right to draw lots, for if the lot were to fall on one of
them, he would have to be thrown into the sea. We must not
do what was done to Yonah ben Amittai, for wagering has
little value when it comes to money, and how much less so
when human lives are involved!” (Sefer Chassidim 601 )
Elsewhere, however, it states the opposite: “If people are
crossing the sea and a storm arises that is liable to sink the
ship, and yet other ships travel across in peace, this means
that there is someone guilty aboard that ship, and we have the
right to draw lots. The one upon whom the lot falls three
successive times must be thrown into the sea, and we pray that
the lot does not fall upon the innocent.” (Sefer Chassidim 679).
Medrash Talpiot explains this by noting that in the first case,
a storm arose by chance and all the ships on the water were
subjected to the same conditions. Hence lots could not be
drawn for no one was guilty. In the second case, all the other
ships traveled across the water without incident, and only one
ship experienced the storm. This clearly shows that the storm
arose because of someone aboard that ship, as was the case

with Yonah. Lots could therefore be drawn in such a case.
FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(15-15) 131 "3wT PnEwh Swd

The Torah specifies the tribes of Israel and the different families that made up each tribe. The Ohr Hachaim

Hakadosh ZT”’L comments that if one looks carefully at the names of the families, one can gain insight into the various
facets that comprise the special characteristic of each tribe. For example, Shevet Yissachar, the shevet that symbolizes
Limud HaTorah - the learning and toil in Torah, has a family named “Yashuv.” This, explains the Ohr Hachaim, is referring
to the special quality of reviewing one’s study (2>wn5) which is so important in the successful study of Torah.

If one rushes through the words of the Torah without going back many times to review and delve into the innumerable
amounts of wisdom in each word, he will lose out on the true meaning of the Torah. One needs much patience and diligence
to constantly review what he has learnt. Chazara does not only afford one a much deeper understanding of the words of
Torah, but the more one reviews, the longer he will retain that which he has studied.

It is said that R’ Chaim Volozhiner ZT”’L went to see the Vilna Gaon ZT”L at age nineteen and complained to him
that he already reviewed a certain tractate of the gemara fourteen times and yet, he still feels that he does not have a
complete clarity of the sugya. What should he do? The Gaon responded, “Fourteen times? What is fourteen times? The
more you will learn, the more clarity you will have. Your entire life, you must continuously review what you’ve learned.”

To acquire Torah, one must learn from “Yashuv” from the tribe of Yissachar, the pillar of Torah in Klal Yisroel.




