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Immediately following the NN - rebuke and the description of the
horrible events that would occur if Bnei Yisrael sinned, the Torah teaches
the laws of Erachin. Specifically, if a person takes a vow to donate his

worth to the Beis Hamikdosh, he must give a certain fixed donation
depending on his age. Why are these laws found here and why is a
person's worth based on his age? It seems strange, that a 20-year old
ignoramus is valued at more than a 120-year old Moshe Rabbeinu!

Notes R' Pinchas Menachem Alter ZT”L, Brei Yisrael were left
dispirited after hearing the rebuke. They were frightened and despaired of
any chance to overcome it's harshness. Therefore the Torah tells them that
every Jew has value - do not let your spirits fall! In addition, these laws -
like all the laws of ©T - vows, teach the power of speech. Simply
because a person says certain words (i.e. "My worth to the Beis
Hamikdash"), he becomes obligated to take certain actions. So, too, the
power of speech is powerful enough to enable us to pray and repent and
thereby avoid the punishments contained in the tochachah. And why is a
person's worth determined by his age? To remind us of the value of time
and that a person's true worth depends on how he uses his time.
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R' Moshe of Bayan ZT"L would say:
"If a siddur drops on the floor we pick it up and kiss it. But a siddur
has no feelings. On the other hand, when you see a person who has come
upon hard times and has fallen, lift him up and embrace him with love!"

A wise man would say:
"Unfortunately, common sense is not so common!"

The Chozeh of Lublin ZT"L would say:

"When you wish to evaluate a person from Klal Yisroel, all you have to
do is examine his children, because the fruits are like the tree."
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