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Rashi explains that Leah's reaction to the birth of her fourth son was
different from the rest. She said, "Because I have received more than my
expected share, from now on I shall praise Hashem."
The Chiddushei Hari'"'m, R' Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT"L, comments
that this was why Leah called her son Yehudah, for the root of the name

| Yehudah is "nmn - thanksgiving. For this reason, a Jew is called a
| Yehudi, derived from the name Yehudah. Thus, the name that identifies a

Jew is based upon the concept of thanksgiving, because each and every
Jewish person must realize that everything that he or she has been given
on this earth, is truly a Divine gift, delivered from on high from Hashem

| Himself. Therefore, even our name, Yehudi, expresses this incredible

realization that everything we have is graciously bestowed upon us by

e Hashem our G-d.
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| R" Meir'l of Premishlan ZT"L would say:

"Man is identified by his dreams. Paraoh dreamed about animals - fat
cows, lean cows - whereas Yaakov saw the angels of Heaven."

R' Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik ZT"L would say:

"DRPN Mar Man - The prayers, our fathers instituted - in the merit of
our fathers. If a parent dies, one comes to shul to say the Kaddish prayer;
if not for this, some people would never even see the inside of a shul!"

| | R Menachem Mendel of Kutzk ZT"L would say:

"Our mother Leah cried because it was said that she was to marry

| | Bsav. We understand from here that we are not to wave aside what the
| Velt says. We must consider and fear what others think and say!"
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the local people and made a feast, and when Boaz married Ruth,
YN PN DIVIN NIWY NP - He took ten elders of the city."

R' Shlomo Zalman continued. "Lavan, as we know, was famous for his
spurious nature - NN Y22 - and was not interested in the cost of the
feast. His only intent was to fool Yaakov and his townspeople into
believing that he was indeed wealthy so they would put their trust in him
and respect him. The whole grandeur of the wedding feast was just a way
for Lavan to make people believe he was somebody that he really wasn't."

"Boaz, on the other hand, was truly an honest man. Although he was
fabulously wealthy, he still chose to live in a modest fashion. Therefore,
when he married Ruth, for the sake of a Mitzvah, he only invited the
necessary ten people, and even then, just the city elders who didn't eat and
drink much." R' Shlomo Zalman concluded, "This, then, is the obligation
of an honest man, not to waste money showing off with big feasts."
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Why does the Torah tell us that Yaakov went out of Be'er Sheva,
something seemingly irrelevant, since we are primarily interested in his
destination?

The Dubner Maggid, R' Yaakov Krantz ZT"L suggests the
following reason: A person undertakes a journey either because he is
forced to leave his present locality or because he wishes to go to a
different locality. In the case of Yaakov's journey to Charan, both of
these reasons applied. Rivkah had told Yaakov to leave Be'er Sheva
because Esav wanted to kill him. Yitzchok, however, told him to go to
Charan for an entirely different reason. He said, npy 12 0ax 79 79 owpr
NN ONN 1T NN YN OWN T - Arise, go to Padan Aram ..... and take a
wife a wife from the daughters of Lavan, your mother's brother. He was
told to go there specifically to find a wife.

Thus, we find that both the departure from home and his destination,
were important elements of Yaakov Avinu's journey. It is for this reason
that the Torah stresses both "N¥Y - he went out, and also the Torah tells
us "o - He went to.
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| society, and assumed to be part of them, as well. In reality, though, his

| public image demanded that he make a big wedding feast for the rich and

» people were invited: When Lavan was marrying off his daughter to
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In the early part of the 19th century, there lived a Tzaddik and Talmid
of the Gaon of Vilna ZT"L by the name of R' Shlomo Zalman ZT"L.
The story is told that a well-regarded Jew once came to him and
disclosed his problems. It seemed that all of his acquaintances thought
him to be quite a wealthy chancellor, in contact with the upper-class of

financial situation was much the opposite and he was in dire straits. The
time had arrived for him to marry off his oldest daughter and his large

respected of the city, consistent with his perceived stature. The actual
expense would be enormous and he was quite unable to afford it.

"R' Shlomo Zalman, please advise me how to handle this delicate
situation," he pleaded with tears in his eyes.

R' Shlomo Zalman sat the man down and replied. "As we know, there
are two places in Tanach where we are told of a wedding feast that

1 Yaakov, "Mnwn vy DIpNN PWIN 9 NN 120 GONNY - Lavan gathered all
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