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The commentaries ask: If the service in the Bais Hamikdosh was truly
an atonement for our sins, why were the Bnei Yisroel thrown into exile on
account of their sins? Weren't all their transgressions atoned for by the
korbanos - sacrifices?

The Dubner Maggid, R' Yaakov Krantz ZT"L answers that the
korbanos that the Bnei Yisroel were commanded to bring in the Temple
were merely a sign, a reflection of one's submission to Hashem. If they
were offered in this manner, humbly and reflectively, they were able to
arouse mercy and compassion and could atone for misdeeds. But the
moment a person were to entertain the possibility that the korbanos allow
him to commit sins, then Hashem responds, "Why do I need all of your
sacrifices?" To the contrary, they arouse His anger and hence the Jews
were made to go into exile. Today, our prayers take the place of these
korbanos. It is erroneous to think that one can behave as he pleases
outside the synagogue and then erase everything inside the Bais
HaKnesses. To the contrary, prayer must lead to furthering our
relationship with Hashem even during the hours in between one tefillah
and the next.
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The Shpoiler Zaide ZT"L would say:

"Oh Hashem, why didn't You place the torment of gehinnom before
our eyes and conceal the temptations of sin within the books - not the
other way around. Had You done so, not one single person would have
sinned. You must forgive us, because the system is not a fair one!"

A wise person once said:
"This is what I consider the secret of a long and happy life: Fill what's
empty, empty what's full, and scratch where it itches!"

R' Mordechai Gifter ZT'"L would say :
"One who truly loves to learn Torah for it's own sake can never be tired
of it and never be satiated. Have you ever heard a drunk say that he's
had enough to drink?"
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four cups of wine on the first night of Pesach, and that absolutely no one
1s exempt from these mitzvos, including poor people. The Rambam also
rules that stealing is absolutely forbidden. However, this poses a conflict
between the two rulings, because what can the poor and underpriveleged
Jews do if they have no money for matzah and wine - and yet they are not
permitted to steal to obtain these items?"

The people were staring at R' Mendel in total incomprehension. The
Rov looked out at them and smiled, "My dear people, in order to
reconcile these two "contradictory" statements of the Rambam, it is
incumbent upon every single Jew to give enough money to charity before
Pesach, so that the poor people can purchase all of their holiday needs,
without resorting to any unlawful methods to make money!" With that,
he stepped down from the pulpit.
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The Medrash states that Moshe was actually known by ten different
names, each describing a different aspect of his multi- faceted
personality. Each name depicted a specific trait not implied by the others.
Of all the names mentioned, however, the name "Moshe", given to him
by Batyah, the daughter of Pharaoh, was the only one by which Hashem
addressed him. We must understand why Hashem selected the name
Moshe to reign supreme over all the other names. Indeed, the name
Moshe is merely a description of the fact that Batyah saved Moshe from
drowning. How does this name describe Moshe's essence?

R' Chaim Shmulevitz ZT"L explains that it is apparent that Moshe's
rescue was attributed to Batyah's way m7omn - self- sacrifice. She defied
her father's decree in order to save a life. Since Moshe's survival was
accomplished through Batyah's act of self-sacrifice, this attribute became
thoroughly imbued in him. It became an intrinsic part of his personality.
Thus, the most fitting description of Moshe's essence was "Moshe," a
name which refers to Batyah's selfless act. There can be no name more
suitable for a Torah leader than one which conveys the attribute of
mesiras nefesh. Self-sacrifice for the klal - general population, as well as
for each individual, is the crucial attribute essential for successful
leadership of Am Yisrael. This quality was strongly manifest by Moshe
throughout his tenure as Israel's leader.
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The custom in almost all Jewish communities is that on Shabbos
Hagadol (the Great Sabbath), the Shabbos immediately prior to the Yom
Tov of Pesach, the rabbi delivers a Talmudic discourse on issues relating
to the holiday, and to enable the scholars in the community to gain the
maximum benefit from the drasha, the rabbi would announce in advance,
the various sources and commentaries that he intended to discuss. This
year, due to the fact that Shabbos Hagadol falls out on the day before Yom
Tov, most shuls will generally schedule the rabbi's drasha for the Shabbos
before - in this case Shabbos Parshas Vayikra.

Prior to one Shabbos Hagadol, R' Menachem Mendel of Linsk ZT"L
posted in the Bais Medrash, a list of sources for his upcoming discourse,
basing the entire speech on two rulings of the Rambam. Immediately after
the sign went up, the resident scholars gathered around to see what they
should be looking up in preparation. However, as they began to study the
Rov's list of sources, they became increasingly perplexed because no
matter how hard they tried, they could not see any correlation or
relationship between the two Rambams. They just couldn't see how the
Rov was planning to tie the concepts together.

The next day, on Shabbos, the audience waited eagerly for the lecture.
R' Mendel walked up to the podium and began to speak. "The Rambam
rules that it is mandatory for each and every person to have matzah and
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