
    alanc hf !wof,shrp hkg vaew :ktrahk rnut v"cev ',rmg hbhna
- vtrhn vcua,c urzju v"cev kt ktrah hbc ucre,v hra, asuj
vcua, ,uagk o,cua, kg sug uphxuvu 'ruphf ouhu vbav atrc
'ihkujv hnhk ,tmk ohsnug ratf uhafg ukhtu ',ufuxv djc   vcvtn
'hkg vae vshrpva ofk ugs :rnutu urhjc og kt kufhcf v"cev vbup
uhvhaf odu 'uhkt ohcure urtah ktrah kkfa vuut,n v"cev hf

!lrc,h wv ,t ujfah tk 'ihkujv hexgc exg,vk ohmktb
kfc hsuvhv ,t ,uukk ohchhj 'ohausev ohnhv ;uxc ukt vshrp hrcs    
'vaug tuva vn kfc v"cev ,t rufzk chhj tuv /vbav ,unhn gdru gdr
urntu /ubnn srpvk uhkg vaeu u,crec vmuru u,ut cvut v"cev hf

 e"vrv oac] ohehsmg"hz ihktyxn rat hcrirn ,buuf uza '[sugu 
:asue ,ca khk ,urhnzc rntbv wihjcac rnztw yuhpc ausev h"rtv
,ugpava ubt ohaecn hf ubhhv 'wvhng kg hra,s vhne tugr tvhw

!vbav kf lanc ktrah og kmt vbrta, whra,w asuj ,udavu 

ostv hf 'ohna hexgc er vbav kf euxgk ,urapt ubk iht obnt    
kg ohkyun ohhjhra sug vnu 'uhfrm ,t epxk chhju hnad ;udc trcb
hexgk rtabu 'vbhau vjubn ,uga arus upudu uhskhu u,at xbrpk urtuum
'snuk tuva inzca 'unmgc ahravk uhkg okut /ygun inz er ohna
kufhcf v"cev v,hcv ,fkk vmuru ohhxn tuvafu u,t snuk v"cev
tuv ifku 'uhkt cure ,uhvk .pj v"cev hf 'wl,shrp hkg vaew :uk rnut
ruen tuv itfa ouan 'y"gnu vkhp,u vru, h"g uhkt cure rtaha .pj
,t ahdrvk uhkg 'trndv ,t rdux ostv ratf 'lfa iuhf /ohhjv rehgu
e,b,vk vae uk vhvha 'wl,shrp hkg vaew ka vbuhkgv vauj,v
r,uh ahsevk kfuh uc tuch ouhk zug kfc vfjhu vpmhu 'ohhjv ruenn
/(:dk ,ca) h"car ka asuev ypan ,bhjcc 'vkhp,ku vru,k ihkujv hbnzn
urucg vcuyv uz hfu 'wv ,crec u,uhj rehg ifta ostv ibuc,h ratfu    

f tuv - "cuy hk ohekt ,cre hbtu" - vbnhv vkgnk ihtar,uh tmnh rc
/kpyk rehgv ihc kujk asue ihc khscvk vdavk ghdh hf 'ohna hexgk inz

          ,urb ,eksv,ca6:20 - 
     9:09 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz 9:45 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:47 -
    ouh ka vnjv ,ghea,cav6:37 - 
 7:27 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 7:49

    ,buuf uvn ifu 'wsh,g iuakw-wvhv,w vkhnv ,buuf ,t ihcvk lhrm
'arpk ahu ',ufux dj ouhx ubhv ,rmg hbhna dj 'cahhk ahu /wofkw
'vgugrv vfuxv ,cuyk jubv ,hcv ,chzg thv vbhhbg kf rat vfuxva
re ohngpu vshnv kg r,h vc oj ohngp 'vjub hfv tk vc vchahv ifu
juycv o,hc ,t ohczug rat ktrah ka i,ukd kg thv ,znrnu /wufu vc
ubhmna unfu 'vae vchahv ivc 'rfb ,ubhsn kt ohfkuvu 'ktrah .rt  
,cuj ohnhhen vfux ,umn h"ga (d"br, znr runt wrp) hbugna yuekhc
xubhf kg znur ,rmg hbhnaa rnuk ah vz hp kgu /vbnn ohrypbu ,ukd
'wxubhfw u,ugnan w,rmgw hrva 'vnhka vkutdc ktdhvk ktrah ,uhukd
'wofk vhv, ,rmg hbhnav ouhcw ohkhnv ,t g"cuh oudr,c arhpa unfu
tusj ,ahbf 'iufh,ck iufkhyn in tusjc iuuv, ihahbf 'vtbhn, tnuhc"
in ohtmuh hbhnav ouhca ubhhvu '"iufk huv, ahse gurhtu tcy tnuhu
u,xhbfc vaug uz vjna vn vrutfku 'vjnac ,hcv kt ohxbfbu vfuxv
'vfuxc ,znrbv ,ukdv in vthmh kg znrk tca htsu tkt !?u,hck

/ktrah og ka u,hc tuva asuev .rtk vxhbfu
vkutdv kg rcusna ubhhvu 'wsh,g iuakw-wvhv,w ,buuf arp,h vzc    

h"ar hrcs osevc 'wofkw ,buuf arpk ah ifu 'sh,gc vhv,a vnhkav
iht 'ihjna ivaf 't"s" 'c,fa (wy d"f rcsnc) "iufah ssck og iv" p"vg
vhv, vkutdv ,jnaa ubhhvu /"ubjbh ssc wv rntba 'ong vjna vnut
vjnaa 'ubhhv wofkw ,buufu 'okugv ,unut vc up,,ah tku 'ktrahk er

/okugv ,unutk tku ofsck ofk vhv, uz
ubhhvu 'wgmr,w ,uh,ut w,rmgwa '(s"h y"f rcsnc) wivf h,pawv ;hxunu       
inzk ,unutv sh ,j, ohscguanu 'ohgmrb ohscg o,hhva rjta 'rnuk"
'wufu u,zujt kt aht o,cau 'ofmrtk ofkuf umce,, v,g 'launn
o,crevuw ',rmg hbhnac rntb ifku 'sjt unau sjt wv vhvh inz u,utu

 rp 'wudu vkugsjt kht 'sjtinz kg znur vz ouha iuhf '(u"k y"f oa) wudu 
/"sjt unau sjt wv vhvh uca 'vnhkav vkutd

ohdduj gusn rtck ah 'vsh,gv vkutd ihhbg vz ouhc znrba iuhfu      
 ouhc u,utc"fvkutdva iuhfna asjn ausev ohhjv rutv hf 'hra, 

kng ,ufzc er ktdhba rcsv jrfun 'ubhcr van hsh kg tv, vsh,gv
vtca wvsh,gv vkutdwk znurv w,rmg hbhnaw ,t ohdduj lfku /vru,v

/hra,c c"f ouhc ',uh,ut c"fc vb,hba vru,v kngc ,uezj,v jufn

(Monsey, NY)
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R’ Yosef Leib Bloch ZT”L (Mahari’l in Shiurei Daas) would say:
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic r,kt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk 

uk h,trcu grv rmh h,trc
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: This man has missed the whole point! Simchas Torah

is not a one-way affair. It is not enough for you to be

happy with the Torah; the Torah must also be happy with

you. If you exploited the Torah to take unfair advantage of

 
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

The Halachos of Praying for the Sick (17)

    In the Yeshivah of R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT”L,

whenever Tehillim was said together for an ill person,

someone would announce before starting who they were

davening for. This was in order that people should have the

person in mind as they say Tehillim for him. R’ Shlomo

Zalman felt that only in this way one is gaining the special

zechus of ohcr ,khp, - the prayer of many. He would also

insist that the one who leads the recital of Tehillim should

say the lrhca hn out loud and all those present should not

leave until they answer int (1).

Quality vs Quantity. In the first chapter of Shulchan Aruch

(2), the Mechaber stresses the important rule that, ygn cuy"
"vbuuf tkc ,ucrvn vbuufc ohbubj, - It is better to say a little

Tehillim and supplication with concentration and feeling

than saying a lot without concentration and feeling. This is a

very common issue regarding groups which are davening

together for yeshuos and sick people. Therefore, if a person

isn’t being counted on for a certain specific amount of

chapters, and they know that saying less means more

quality, the choice is clear.

Another Factor in Quality vs Quantity.  There is another

halachic factor that compounds the issue of saying less

of someone, the Torah is not at all pleased with you and

certainly does not rejoice with you while the fellow cries

out in anguish over having been duped. It is quite obvious,

then, that for this man, it is not really Simchas Torah!

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Tehillim but with more concentration, and could make a big

difference in our davening. In Shulchan Aruch (3) it says that

when one mentions the name of Hashem - v-u-v-h
(sometimes written in short h-h) during his tefillos, he should

have in mind both the connotation of the pronounced name

“A-d-o-n-o-y” (Master of all)  and the written unpronounced

name v-u-v-h (which is translated to mean: He was, He is,

and He will be) - in other words, “The Eternal Master”. (The

GR”A (4) holds that it’s enough to just have in mind the

meaning of the pronounced name - except by the first posuk

of Krias Shema.) 

     This is quite a difficult halacha to observe constantly and

it is one which requires much effort and practice. There is a

practical way to accomplish this. Some develop themselves

in this by starting off having this proper vbuuf and intent one

time per Tefilla and working themselves up to the point that

they can have in mind by all the tefillos. As a result, saying a

lesser amount and slower, while having this in mind when one

says Hashem’s name, upgrades his davening and is certainly

better than saying a lot without thinking or concentrating by

Hashem’s name. (Of course a person should not minimize in

things that are an obligation to say; we are talking about

extra pleading when there is no minimal text.)
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   “Chazal teach us that every day of Sukkos, we are commanded to bring numerous korbonos, representing the many

nations of the world. However, on the Yom Tov of Shemini Atzeres, only korbon is sacrificed. This is because this

unique holiday is made for the sole purpose of elevating Klal Yisroel above the other nations. Therefore, we bring one

korbon to emphasize that when a Jew elevates his spiritual level, he must focus on accomplishing one mitzvah at a

time. When a person tries to grab too much too quickly, he is bound to fail. A Jew must concentrate his efforts on one

good deed at a time and in this way he will succeed in his spiritual pursuits.”   

R’ Moshe Teitelbaum ZT”L (Yismach Moshe) would say:

     “When Hashem did not accept Kayin’s offering, he was depressed. Hashem asked him: ‘Why has your face fallen? If

you do well, you will lift up (your head).’ At times, the yetzer hara entices a man away from the path of righteousness by

showing him how inferior he really is. Hence, the Torah teaches us, ‘If you want to do well - lift up your head’ - do not

look upon yourself as inferior. Rather, think, ‘I am a kgnn ohekt ekj - a portion of the Almighty on high!’”

A Wise Man would say:

   “Life moves extremely fast. In just two days, tomorrow will be yesterday!”
d"lyz zxvr ipiny xhtp - l"f xrpxeh awri 'x oa l`xyi 'x p"fl acpzp
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jjjjiiiilllldddd`̀̀̀aaaa    xxxxkkkkyyyyyyyyiiiieeee    jjjjzzzz`̀̀̀vvvvaaaa    oooolllleeeeaaaaffff    ggggnnnnyyyy                                                                                                                                                                                                                    ((((ggggiiii----bbbbllll    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaacccc))))    
    The Chazon Ish ZT”L greatly encouraged the formation of Yissachar-Zevulun partnerships. He felt that arrangements

like these were important even for those with limited capabilities, as long as they were sincerely devoted to learning. 

    Rav Pam ZT”L explains the words of Chazal: “A son earns merit for his father.” It is the greatest privilege for parents to

allow their children to grow in Torah, even if it requires much financial sacrifice to do so. No nachas is greater than when

parents see their son or son-in-law become a talmid chacham. The Yissachar-Zevulun partnership is a win-win situation. The

Yissachar does not forfeit any of his reward for Torah learning, for spiritual achievement cannot be “bought” like physical

property is passed from one to the other. Since a Yissachar loses nothing when he makes such an agreement he is considered

selfish if he refuses to do so because he is depriving a fellow Jew of the great merit of supporting Torah. This is why the

posuk says, “Rejoice Zevulun AND Yissachar in this wonderful partnership which has eternal benefits for both of you.” 

     So whether you are a Yissachar and have the privilege to sit in the tents of Torah, or you are a Zevulun and you support

others who are learning - on Simchas Torah remember to rejoice! As you dance with the Torah - make sure to renew your

contract with it! Whether that means to rededicate your time or your money, be fully aware that the greatest and most sublime

opportunity in this physical world is to be involved in Limud Torah, for this will bring you joy in this world and in the next.  

    On Simchas Torah, close your eyes and get a real taste of the joy that awaits a Yissachar and Zevulun in the ,ntv okug!

    ddddxxxxeeee`̀̀̀eeee    ffffeeeerrrr    eeeeppppllll    ̀̀̀̀ iiiidddd    iiiikkkk    ddddxxxxeeeezzzzdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀ffffaaaa    yyyyiiiiyyyyppppeeee    lllliiiibbbbpppp((((zzzzeeeettttwwwwdddd    xxxxccccqqqq))))

    In the Bais Medrash of the great R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin ZT”L (Mahari’l Diskin), the hakafos on Simchas Torah

were renowned for their liveliness and joyous singing. More than anything, though, they were always remembered for

the honor and respect that true Torah scholars were accorded there. The manner in which R’ Yehoshua Leib conducted

the hakafos was a reflection of his deep-rooted love and respect for his fellow Talmidei Chachamim, and he infused the

spirited proceedings with an overwhelming display of Kavod HaTorah. It was said that the rich and wealthy members of

the community, the ones who commanded honor and respect all year round, were clearly “out of their league” on this

day and even they were able to absorb the pervasive feeling that their wealth and upstanding positions were no match for

the towering level of the spiritual giants who immersed themselves in Torah study. They would lower their heads before

the scholars, walk behind them humbly and naturally accord them the first and most coveted hakafos.

       One year, after many exhausting hours of unbridled joyous dancing and pure ecstatic happiness, the hakafos were

concluding. It was then, that R’ Yehoshua Leib motioned to his gabbai to come over. He whispered a few short words in

his ear and the gabbai walked up to the bima and announced, “The Rav has decided that hakafos will begin all over again!”

      Without another moment’s thought, the gabbai pointed to the chazzan who sang out in his mellifluous voice, “Ata

Haraisa L’daas .....” Into the wee hours of the morning, the singing and dancing continued unabated. The level of intensity

this time around was just as deep and infectious as the first, and every person received the honor of a hakafah a second time

with all the usual “bells and whistles.” When it was finally over, the people went home and only then made kiddush and

ate their seudah. But each and every person was thinking the same question: Why had the Rav issued such a proclamation? 

     The Rav’s son was unable to contain his curiosity and he finally mustered up the courage to ask his father, “Please,

Tatte, tell me why we needed a second set of hakafos? What was wrong with the first hakafos?”

     R’ Yehoshua Leib responded with eyes glowing like burning coals. “I noticed a certain Talmid Chacham that did not get

a hakafah worthy of his level of honor. It was worth doing it all over again just to rectify this affront to Kavod HaTorah!” 

       Hundreds of chassidim would travel from all over to be with their Rebbe, R’ Meir’l of Premishlan ZT”L, for the

Yamim Noraim until after Sukkos. It happened one year, that the daughter of R’ Meir’l became sick before Yom Tov and

her condition steadily worsened until she was literally hovering between life and death by the last day of Yom Tov.

    The great Tzaddik, however, did not change his mannerism even one iota. On the day of Simchas Torah, he sang and

danced in the Bais Medrash, with a joy that lit up his face. Those that did not know how seriously ill his daughter was,

had no idea based on the Rebbe’s lively and energetic hakafos; the many that did know, however, were quite worried

and even a bit perturbed that R’ Meir could act with such joyous abandon as his daughter wasted away hour by hour.

     Finally, a group of chassidim and family members came before the Rebbe and begged him to intercede. They

requested that he daven for his child, his precious daughter - at least do something to help her at this crucial time.

     R’ Meir’l allowed them to lead him to her room. When he saw how ill she was, he raised his eyes skyward and said,

“Master of the World, You commanded us to blow the shofar on Rosh Hashana; Meir’l blew. You commanded us to

fast on Yom Kippur; Meir’l fasted. You commanded us to sit in a sukkah; Meir’l did that as well. Now, You command us

to be joyous on Simchas Torah and Meir’l is joyous. But You also made his daughter ill and Meir’l wants to accept this

decree with joy as well. But how can he do so? Do we not have a halacha that states, wvjnac vjna ihcrgn ihtw - ‘Do not

combine one joyous event with another’?” Suddenly, the sick girl began to sweat and her fever broke! Within a few short

days, she recovered entirely!
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmkkkkllll    ddddiiiiddddzzzz    zzzzxxxxvvvvrrrr    iiiippppiiiinnnnyyyydddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa((((ddddllll----hhhhkkkk    xxxxaaaaccccnnnnaaaa))))
    The gemara (tk,ca) describes the famous incident where

a potential Ger came before Hillel the Elder and demanded:

“Convert me (to Judaism) on the condition that you teach

me the entire Torah on one leg (,jt kdr kg).”
    The regal Rizhiner Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”L,

learns this cryptic request of the convert in a marvelously

original manner. The Torah provides a reason for each of

the Regalim - the biblical holidays mentioned in the

scripture. Pesach is the holiday of freedom. Shavuos marks

Kabbolas HaTorah. Sukkos represents the Clouds of Glory.

All except one: the chag of Shemini Atzeres, which has no

implicit purpose or understanding in the Torah.

     This, says the Rizhiner, is the exact question the Ger was

asking of Hillel. He wanted to know “the Torah” - the reason

for ",jt kdr" - the one holiday which has no understanding.

He wanted to know: why do we have Shemini Atzeres? 

    And Hillel’s answer was telling: “What you do not want

(to happen) to yourself, do not do unto your friend.” In other

words: Friendship, Understanding, Achdus! The purpose of

this holy Yom Tov is to bridge all the borders of enmity

between one Jew and another, to instill joy and closeness,

not only with the Almighty, but also amongst all of Bnei

Yisroel. For even the Holy One Himself has stated, hkg vae"
"of,shrp - “My separation from you is difficult .....” 

    ooooxxxx`̀̀̀tttt    xxxxddddnnnn    rrrriiiitttteeeedddd    eeeennnnllll    xxxxiiiirrrryyyynnnn    ggggxxxxffffeeee    ̀̀̀̀ aaaa    iiiippppiiiiqqqqnnnn    ''''dddd((((aaaa----bbbbllll    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaacccc))))
    The Sifri describes in great detail how Hashem went

from nation to nation - from Esav to Yishmael - to offer

them the Torah and they refused. Only Yisroel accepted

the Torah and on Har Sinai, Hashem delivered to us His

precious gift. Chacham Rabbeinu Vidal Hatzarfati

ZT”L adds that although Hashem did offer the Torah to

each nation, He knew in advance that ultimately they

would turn Him down and that Bnei Yisroel would agree.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

  ON A WEEKLY MIDDAH

Why, then, did He need to bother at all to offer it to them? 
    The Chacham answers based on the Zohar that Hashem

first came to Samael, the Guardian Angel of Esav, to offer

him the Torah because Esav was the Bechor (first-born), and

had first priority over Bnei Yisroel, the children of Yaakov.

Likewise, He came first to Rahav, the Angel of Yishmael,

because he was Avraham’s bechor. In both cases, they said

no, but they each contributed a spark of holiness from their

respective birth-rights to Bnei Yisroel. Thus, "rhgan jrzu" -
Hashem took a vjhrz (shining spark) from Seir (Esav), and

"irtp rvn ghpuv" - (A flash of purity) emanated from Paran

(Yishmael). They were then given to Yisroel on Har Sinai.            

    zzzzeeeeyyyyrrrrllll    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    `̀̀̀xxxxaaaa    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    eeeezzzzkkkk`̀̀̀llllnnnn    llllkkkknnnn    zzzzaaaayyyy    eeeeaaaa    iiiikkkk((((bbbb----aaaa    zzzziiiiyyyy`̀̀̀xxxxaaaa))))            
   “Two things Hashem considered creating before Shabbos,

but He left them undone until Shabbos was over. Then, He

imbued Adam with a wisdom almost Heavenly. Adam

brought two stones and ground them together until fire

emerged; he brought two animals and bred them together,

and the mule was born.” (sb ohjxp) Why was everything

created during the Six Days except for fire and the mule?

And why were they created by man instead of by Hashem? 

    R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”L (Oznaim L’Torah) explains

that this was done so as to comfort and encourage Adam in

his grief after he was removed from Gan Eden, by showing

him that his purpose in life is to “create” new things from

what already exists - to extract fire from stones; from two

species of animal, a third species. Hashem left room for

man to develop, improve, and make use of everything that

He had created. The two examples mentioned, fire and the

mule, were singled out to be delegated to Adam only after

Shabbos because the former (light) was the first thing and

the latter (an animal) was the last thing created before man

himself. This made it clear that man could refine and

perfect everything created during the six days.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

llllyyyynnnn: A rabbi observed a man on Simchas Torah rejoicing

exuberantly, dancing with the Torah. He asked the man,

“Have you studied the Torah so well that you exult in it?”

    The man replied, “No, but the Torah has been good to

me. I sold a property to someone at an inflated price, far

above its real worth. When the buyer discovered that he

had overpaid, he threatened to take me to court to void the

sale. I remembered once hearing some of the halachic

laws of commerce, and that in a sale of personal property,

one can void a sale if one was overcharged more than

ninety percent, but that with real property, the sale cannot

be voided unless the inflated price was twice the real value.

I then convinced the buyer not to go to a secular court, but

to a Beis-Din (Rabbinic court). He agreed, and since the

inflated price was less than two hundred percent of its

value, the judgment was in my favor, and I made a

handsome profit, thanks to the law of the Torah. That’s

why I celebrate with the Torah.” 

    The rabbi sadly shook his head. “My friend, I’m afraid

for you there is no such thing as Simchas Torah!”
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