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S This man has missed the whole point! Simchas Torah
is not a one-way affair. It is not enough for you to be
happy with the Torah; the Torah must also be happy with
you. If you exploited the Torah to take unfair advantage of
A SERIES IN HALACHAH Wb
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ‘
The Halachos of Praying for the Sick (17)

In the Yeshivah of R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT”’L,

whenever Tehillim was said together for an ill person,
someone would announce before starting who they were
davening for. This was in order that people should have the
person in mind as they say Tehillim for him. R* Shlomo
Zalman felt that only in this way one is gaining the special
zechus of ©17 n»an - the prayer of many. He would also
insist that the one who leads the recital of Tehillim should
say the 792w » out loud and all those present should not
leave until they answer yaX (1).
Quality vs Quantity. In the first chapter of Shulchan Aruch
@), the Mechaber stresses the important rule that, Vyn 20"
"NMD X2 MANN N2 omNN - It is better to say a little
Tehillim and supplication with concentration and feeling
than saying a lot without concentration and feeling. This is a
very common issue regarding groups which are davening
together for yeshuos and sick people. Therefore, if a person
isn’t being counted on for a certain specific amount of
chapters, and they know that saying less means more
quality, the choice is clear.

Another Factor in Quality vs Quantity. There is another

halachic factor that compounds the issue of saying less

W ‘aw

of someone, the Torah is not at all pleased with you and
certainly does not rejoice with you while the fellow cries
out in anguish over having been duped. It is quite obvious,
then, that for this man, it is not really Simchas Torah!
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Tehillim but with more concentration, and could make a big
difference in our davening. In Shulchan Aruch @3)it says that
when one mentions the name of Hashem - N--n~
(sometimes written in short »-) during his tefillos, he should
have in mind both the connotation of the pronounced name
“A-d-o-n-0-y” (Master of all) and the written unpronounced
name N--N-> (which is translated to mean: He was, He is,
and He will be) - in other words, ‘“The Eternal Master”. (The
GR”A @ holds that it’s enough to just have in mind the
meaning of the pronounced name - except by the first posuk
of Krias Shema.)

This is quite a difficult halacha to observe constantly and
it is one which requires much effort and practice. There is a
practical way to accomplish this. Some develop themselves
in this by starting off having this proper "> and intent one
time per Tefilla and working themselves up to the point that
they can have in mind by all the zefillos. As a result, saying a
lesser amount and slower, while having this in mind when one
says Hashem’s name, upgrades his davening and is certainly
better than saying a lot without thinking or concentrating by
Hashem’s name. (Of course a person should not minimize in
things that are an obligation to say; we are talking about
extra pleading when there is no minimal text.)
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R’ Yosef Leib Bloch ZT’L. (Mahari’l in Shiurei Daas) would say:
“Chazal teach us that every day of Sukkos, we are commanded to bring numerous korbonos, representing the many

nations of the world. However, on the Yom Tov of Shemini Atzeres, only korbon is sacrificed. This is because this
unique holiday is made for the sole purpose of elevating Klal Yisroel above the other nations. Therefore, we bring one
korbon to emphasize that when a Jew elevates his spiritual level, he must focus on accomplishing one mitzvah at a
time. When a person tries to grab too much too quickly, he is bound to fail. A Jew must concentrate his efforts on one
good deed at a time and in this way he will succeed in his spiritual pursuits.”

R’ Moshe Teitelbaum ZT”’L (Yismach Moshe) would say:

“When Hashem did not accept Kayin’s offering, he was depressed. Hashem asked him: ‘Why has your face fallen? If
you do well, you will lift up (your head).” At times, the yetzer hara entices a man away from the path of righteousness by
showing him how inferior he really is. Hence, the Torah teaches us, ‘If you want to do well - lift up your head’ - do not
look upon yourself as inferior. Rather, think, ‘I am a Syn1n 0PN 5N - a portion of the Almighty on high!””

A Wise Man would say:
“Life moves extremely fast. In just two days, tomorrow will be yesterday!”
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In the Bais Medrash of the great R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin ZT”L (Mahari’l Diskin), the hakafos on Simchas Torah
were renowned for their liveliness and joyous singing. More than anything, though, they were always remembered for
the honor and respect that true Torah scholars were accorded there. The manner in which R’ Yehoshua Leib conducted
the hakafos was a reflection of his deep-rooted love and respect for his fellow Talmidei Chachamim, and he infused the
spirited proceedings with an overwhelming display of Kavod HaTorah. It was said that the rich and wealthy members of
the community, the ones who commanded honor and respect all year round, were clearly “out of their league” on this
day and even they were able to absorb the pervasive feeling that their wealth and upstanding positions were no match for
the towering level of the spiritual giants who immersed themselves in Torah study. They would lower their heads before
the scholars, walk behind them humbly and naturally accord them the first and most coveted hakafos.

One year, after many exhausting hours of unbridled joyous dancing and pure ecstatic happiness, the hakafos were
concluding. It was then, that R* Yehoshua Leib motioned to his gabbai to come over. He whispered a few short words in
his ear and the gabbai walked up to the bima and announced, ‘“The Rav has decided that hakafos will begin all over again!”

Without another moment’s thought, the gabbai pointed to the chazzan who sang out in his mellifluous voice, “Ata
Haraisa L’daas .....” Into the wee hours of the morning, the singing and dancing continued unabated. The level of intensity
this time around was just as deep and infectious as the first, and every person received the honor of a hakafah a second time
with all the usual “bells and whistles.” When it was finally over, the people went home and only then made kiddush and
ate their seudah. But each and every person was thinking the same question: Why had the Rav issued such a proclamation?

The Rav’s son was unable to contain his curiosity and he finally mustered up the courage to ask his father, “Please,
Tatte, tell me why we needed a second set of hakafos? What was wrong with the first hakafos?”

R’ Yehoshua Leib responded with eyes glowing like burning coals. “I noticed a certain Talmid Chacham that did not get
a hakafah worthy of his level of honor. It was worth doing it all over again just to rectify this affront to Kavod HaTorah!”

Hundreds of chassidim would travel from all over to be with their Rebbe, R’ Meir’l of Premishlan ZT”’L, for the
Yamim Noraim until after Sukkos. It happened one year, that the daughter of R’ Meir’1 became sick before Yom Tov and
her condition steadily worsened until she was literally hovering between life and death by the last day of Yom Tov.

The great Tzaddik, however, did not change his mannerism even one iota. On the day of Simchas Torah, he sang and
danced in the Bais Medrash, with a joy that lit up his face. Those that did not know how seriously ill his daughter was,
had no idea based on the Rebbe’s lively and energetic hakafos; the many that did know, however, were quite worried
and even a bit perturbed that R Meir could act with such joyous abandon as his daughter wasted away hour by hour.

Finally, a group of chassidim and family members came before the Rebbe and begged him to intercede. They
requested that he daven for his child, his precious daughter - at least do something to help her at this crucial time.

R’ Meir’l allowed them to lead him to her room. When he saw how ill she was, he raised his eyes skyward and said,
“Master of the World, You commanded us to blow the shofar on Rosh Hashana; Meir’l blew. You commanded us to
fast on Yom Kippur; Meir’l fasted. You commanded us to sit in a sukkah; Meir’1 did that as well. Now, You command us
to be joyous on Simchas Torah and Meir’l is joyous. But You also made his daughter ill and Meir’l wants to accept this
decree with joy as well. But how can he do so? Do we not have a halacha that states, "nnnRwa NNNY PN PN - ‘Do not

combine one joyous event with another’?” Suddenly, the sick girl began to sweat and her fever broke! Within a few short

days, she recovered entirely! h
s
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0 A rabbi observed a man on Simchas Torah rejoicing
exuberantly, dancing with the Torah. He asked the man,
“Have you studied the Torah so well that you exult in it?”
The man replied, “No, but the Torah has been good to
me. I sold a property to someone at an inflated price, far
above its real worth. When the buyer discovered that he
had overpaid, he threatened to take me to court to void the
sale. I remembered once hearing some of the halachic
laws of commerce, and that in a sale of personal property,
one can void a sale if one was overcharged more than

ninety percent, but that with real property, the sale cannot
be voided unless the inflated price was twice the real value.
I then convinced the buyer not to go to a secular court, but
to a Beis-Din (Rabbinic court). He agreed, and since the
inflated price was less than two hundred percent of its
value, the judgment was in my favor, and I made a
handsome profit, thanks to the law of the Torah. That’s
why I celebrate with the Torah.”

The rabbi sadly shook his head. “My friend, I'm afraid
for you there is no such thing as Simchas Torah!”
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The gemara (Xonav) describes the famous incident where
a potential Ger came before Hillel the Elder and demanded:
“Convert me (to Judaism) on the condition that you teach
me the entire Torah on one leg (MNN 931 9y).”

The regal Rizhiner Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”L,
learns this cryptic request of the convert in a marvelously
original manner. The Torah provides a reason for each of
the Regalim - the biblical holidays mentioned in the
scripture. Pesach is the holiday of freedom. Shavuos marks
Kabbolas HaTorah. Sukkos represents the Clouds of Glory.
All except one: the chag of Shemini Atzeres, which has no
implicit purpose or understanding in the Torah.

This, says the Rizhiner, is the exact question the Ger was
asking of Hillel. He wanted to know “the Torah” -the reason
for "nnx 937" - the one holiday which has no understanding.
He wanted to know: why do we have Shemini Atzeres?

And Hillel’s answer was telling: “What you do not want
(to happen) to yourself, do not do unto your friend.” In other
words: Friendship, Understanding, Achdus! The purpose of
this holy Yom Tov is to bridge all the borders of enmity
between one Jew and another, to instill joy and closeness,
not only with the Almighty, but also amongst all of Bnei
Yisroel. For even the Holy One Himself has stated, *oy nwp”
"0ONTI9 - “My separation from you is difficult .....”
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The Sifri describes in great detail how Hashem went
from nation to nation - from Esav to Yishmael - to offer
them the Torah and they refused. Only Yisroel accepted
the Torah and on Har Sinai, Hashem delivered to us His
precious gift. Chacham Rabbeinu Vidal Hatzarfati
ZT”’L adds that although Hashem did offer the Torah to
each nation, He knew in advance that ultimately they
would turn Him down and that Bnei Yisroel would agree.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON A WEEKILY MIDDAH
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Why, then, did He need to bother at all to offer it to them?
The Chacham answers based on the Zohar that Hashem
first came to Samael, the Guardian Angel of Esav, to offer
him the Torah because Esav was the Bechor (first-born), and
had first priority over Bnei Yisroel, the children of Yaakov.
Likewise, He came first to Rahav, the Angel of Yishmael,
because he was Avraham’s bechor. In both cases, they said
no, but they each contributed a spark of holiness from their
respective birth-rights to Bnei Yisroel. Thus, "pywn Ny -
Hashem took a nn»w (shining spark) from Seir (Esav), and
"1INS 970 " - (A flash of purity) emanated from Paran
(Yishmael). They were then given to Yisroel on Har Sinai.
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“Two things Hashem considered creating before Shabbos,
but He left them undone until Shabbos was over. Then, He
imbued Adam with a wisdom almost Heavenly. Adam
brought two stones and ground them together until fire
emerged; he brought two animals and bred them together,
and the mule was born.” (1) ©nv9) Why was everything
created during the Six Days except for fire and the mule?
And why were they created by man instead of by Hashem?
R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”’L (Oznaim L’Torah) explains
that this was done so as to comfort and encourage Adam in
his grief after he was removed from Gan Eden, by showing
him that his purpose in life is to “create” new things from
what already exists - to extract fire from stones; from two
species of animal, a third species. Hashem left room for
man to develop, improve, and make use of everything that
He had created. The two examples mentioned, fire and the
mule, were singled out to be delegated to Adam only after
Shabbos because the former (light) was the first thing and
the latter (an animal) was the last thing created before man
himself. This made it clear that man could refine and
perfect everything created during the six days.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

The Chazon Ish ZT”L greatly encouraged the formation of Yissachar-Zevulun partnerships. He felt that arrangements
like these were important even for those with limited capabilities, as long as they were sincerely devoted to learning.
Rav Pam ZT”’L explains the words of Chazal: “A son earns merit for his father.” It is the greatest privilege for parents to
allow their children to grow in Torah, even if it requires much financial sacrifice to do so. No nachas is greater than when
parents see their son or son-in-law become a talmid chacham. The Yissachar-Zevulun partnership is a win-win situation. The
Yissachar does not forfeit any of his reward for Torah learning, for spiritual achievement cannot be “bought” like physical
property is passed from one to the other. Since a Yissachar loses nothing when he makes such an agreement he is considered
selfish if he refuses to do so because he is depriving a fellow Jew of the great merit of supporting Torah. This is why the
posuk says, “Rejoice Zevulun AND Yissachar in this wonderful partnership which has eternal benefits for both of you.”

So whether you are a Yissachar and have the privilege to sit in the tents of Torah, or you are a Zevulun and you support
others who are learning - on Simchas Torah remember to rejoice! As you dance with the Torah - make sure to renew your
contract with it! Whether that means to rededicate your time or your money, be fully aware that the greatest and most sublime
opportunity in this physical world is to be involved in Limud Torah, for this will bring you joy in this world and in the next.

On Simchas Torah, close your eyes and geta real taste of the joy that awaits a Yissachar and Zevulun in the nypxn obw!




